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 Boox Tux Fiksr, 


HE CHRONICLES are Regiſters of | 
Atts done from time to time, the Hebrew 
title ; 1s, Words of days, or Deeds of days. 


They are journals extraged by EzRa, a very 
learned Jew, and an 2 highly eminent, pious, and 


good Man. 
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Ezra copied them from the Jewiſh Records 
after their return from the ſeventy years Cap- 
tivity in Babylon, about the year of the World, 
3407, and 516 years before the birth of our 
Saviour. | 


The Genealogies in this book are carried back 
as far as Adam, a Period. of more than goo00 
years. Records of high importance to the Jews. 
This Regiſter regulated their Precedency, as 


_ many priviledges were refuſed all thoſe who could 


not make out their deſcent, and it was A a regiſter 
alſo of their marriages. 


A regular and unſpotted lineage was required 


of thole who aſpired to the Prieſthood, and ſuch 


as could not produce it were held incapable of 


_ admiſſion to the Dignity. 


This Diviſion of families, as recognized before 
the Deſtruttion of Jeruſalem, enabled each tribe 


on their return from Captivity to find out its 


own inheritance, appropriated to it originally by 


Lot. 


This firſt Book of CnrxoxicLEs contains the 
Hiſtory of 2987 years, and 2947 of theſe are 
fo very conciſe as to be only Genealogics, ex- 
cept a very few hiſtorical paſlages interſperſed, 
| | for 


"XÞ 9 
for the Jews could then refer to the books and 
records themſelves. Theſe are all ſince loſt, the 
Hiſtory to us therefore is very imperfe&; the Ti- 
tles of thoſe Books loſt were, © The Wars of the 
Lory.” ©]aſher” and a third book of Kings, 
together with the Chronicles of the Reigns of 
.the Kings of Judah and Iſrael, to which larger 
hiſtory theſe we have extant, are COUNDUSUT: re- 
ferring. | 


This firſt Book relates alſo the Death of Gaul, 
and the laſt forty years are the As of David 
during his Reign. In the latter end, Solomon is 
appointed his ſucceſſor, and anointed by Zadoc, 
the High Prieſt and Nathan the Prophet, King of 
Iſracl. You have here recorded alſo David's glo- 
rious highly eloquent Speech, and pious advice to 
his Son Solomon.” © And thou Solomon my Son, 
know thou the God of thy Fathers, and ſerve. 
him with a perſeet heart and a willing mind : 
for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and under- 
| ſtandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. 
If thou ſeck Him, He will be found of thee; 
but if thou ſorfake Hun, He will caſt thee off for | 


ever.” | 


It was at this time David, convened all the 
N obles, the Elders, and the States of the King- 
BE as dom, 


ay <a ads. «. a. DAMS . a6 At as 
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dom, a ſolemn and highly important aſſembling 


of all;his People, to ſecure their friendſhip, pa- 


tronage and affiſtance to his Son and Succeſſor, 


in deſigning, planning, in order to carry on and 
complete this ſuperb and magnificent Edifice 
the Temple of God,---and He perſuaded and 
invited them ; to a liberal contribution for a 


ſervice ſo very expenſive and important, in a very 


cloquent, wiſe and affettionate Speech, David 


powerfully excited their feelings, and then made 
| himſelf a moſt royal, noble, and ſumptuous pre- 


ſent, with all the ſpirit of piety and of true and 
ons ei mbane & 


| Such Royal munificence inſpired a generoſity. 


| and it ran throughout the whole aſſembly, each 


was ambitious to imitate the glorious liberality 
of their Prince, each one eagerly brought his. 
offering, rejoicing to contribute his ſhare for the 
ſacred, ſervice, and building a Temple to the 


name and honour of the God of Iſrael. The 


Subſcription and Contribution on this occaſion 


amounted to five thouſand Talents* and ten 


thouſand Drams of Gold, ten thouſand talents of 
Silver, eighteen thouſand of Braſs, and a hundred 
thouſand talents of Iron, and they were alt 


wad in to the King's Treaſury, together with a 


"0 Jewiſh Talent of Gold, 72001. 


tumber 


number of valuable Jewels, now preſented to the 
ſtate. 


David's heart was quite elated at ſeeing the 
willingneſs and the generoſity of this auguſt 
Afembly and in the fulneſs of his joy, he burſts 
forth into rapturous addreſſes and thanksgivings 
to God, _ 


His prayer is fervent and nfoft devout, in_ 
words fo wiſe, well-choſen, and ſo ſuited to his 
feelings and the ſubje@, that you muſt read 
them with high delight. 


It was at this afſembly the people confirmed 
Davd's choice of his Son Solomon to ſucceed 


| him, and now they anointed him a ſecond time 


King 0 over all Iſrael, 


.: T0 impoſſible to conceive a Solemnity 1{o 
grand and truly royal, ſo religious, magnificent 
and hoſpitable, overabounding with the genuine 
Spirit of Liberality ; an Aſſembly of joy and 
gladneſs, a feaſt and a thanksgiving, and it con- 
cluded with fo wiſe a ſettlement of the govern- 
ment as produced almoſt forty years uninterrupt 

ed Prodperity and peace, ; 


On 


. ; —vriprremmynen BR Cao Ds ..- 


de gal 7 v2," on 
eas \ - 
VP 4 a. 


> , CIG 55.8 {+ " OE LIN 
* is _- - . l 6, > { » Ag 7 


ll > 
ll ('S.) 

| | . ; . . 
iit On this occaſion David compoſed that admi- 
tis rable Odethe ſeventy-ſecond Pſalm. When So- 
my lomon was crowned it was. appointed to be re- 
Pl hearſed in the ſacred Oratorio, and ſtiled 


« The Grand Coronation Anthem.” 


| In the twenty-ninth chapter, David full of 
Tis | years, riches, and honours, died, and they bu- 
| [- ried him with great magnificence in his own ſe- 
| | b pulchre, and in the city of David. In purſuance 
of his expreſs orders and diregions Solomon aſ.. 
' cended the throne of Iſrael, and this amiable 


Young. Prince was at the age of Eighteen. 


A; 


CHRONICLES OF THE KINGS OF 


> | POR * odviss * 4 


Book THE SECOND, 


\H I $ Book acne the Hiſtory of four 
_ hyndred and ſeventy-two years, and begins 
with the Reign of Sglomon, carrying-on the hiſ.. 
| tory of the Jews to their return from Babylon, 
after their ſeventy years Captivity, It ends af 


the ſame period ng the Second Book of ths 
RIOgs. = | 


The Reign of Solomon fills up much of this 
Book. The life and tranſaQions of that amiable 
- Prince have been already related ; his Splendour 


and Wifdom are here lar gely dwelt upon, wy 
OG C 
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his affiduous employment in building the Temple, 
| the moſt magnificent Edifice in the World, con- 
Arufted of white marble, in immenſe ſolid pieces : 


of ſixty feet, and ſome even of larger dimenſions, 


the infide of the Walls and the Beams were all 
Cedar, covered with plates of Gold; -and alſo 


the Roof, ſo that when the Sun ſhone it caſt a. 
blaze of light dazzling all that beheld it. This 
Building employed One hundred and fixty thou- 
ſand workmen, and three thouſand three hundred 


- Overſeers, during the ſpace of ſeven years. 


The hiſtory of the Kingdom of Judah is here 


recorded under nineteen Kings, all of David's 
poſterity, and the Reign of Athaliah the Uſurper, 


the mother of Ahaziah, King of Judah, and it 


repreſents to you the gradual approaches and de- 


clenfion of that Kingdom. Aﬀeer the firſt nine 
Chapters, the Hiſtory of Judah is in this Book 
more diſtinaly related, without being blended 
with the reigns of the Kings of Iſrael, 


ON THE BOOK OF 


L 2A 


ENCEFORWARD you are not to look on 
2 2 the Jews Free, Rich, and glorious, under 
the diretions of Prophets and Opulent Warlike 
-Monarchs. They had been fold as ſlaves, and after : 
the cuſtom of Tyrants and Conquerors, dif- 
perſed through all that vaſt and mighty Empire. 
| Some few eminent and worthy CharaQters attain- 
ed to Poſts of Honour, in them grew opulent, 
and Were highly diſtinguiſhed at Court. 


of he vaſt numbers who had been carried 
away captive to Babylon, not more than fifty 
C 2 Do thouſand 


| 


18.3 


ti6iifnd Jews returned; and they were of the 
pooter ſort, from among the moſt indigent. The | 
ticher; who ſtaid behind, raiſed a ROPES 
to ſupport them i in'their j OT: 


The propoſal made to the Jews was; that they 
ſhould be goyerned by their own laws; but, as 
they were under ſubjeAion to Perſia, and after- 
wards to Syria and Rome; their Privileges; and 


even their Religion itſelf, muth depended on the 
will of their Sopguerors: 


[3468.] God was -leafed to raiſe up for the 
Jews a Deliverer; ſoon after their ſeventy years 


Eaptivity was ended. In the very firſt year of 
the reign of Cyrus, Daniel the Prophet, whom 
Cytus found at Babylon, an.old Miniſter, .high 
in fepute throughout the Eaſt, and juſt now had 
Appointed him Prime Miniſter in the Court of 
Perſia, this zealous good man warmly intereſted | 


himſelf, and pointed out to that Prince the Pro- 
_ phecies teſpeQting the Jews, upon which Cyrus 
publiſhed an Edit for their releaſe, offering 
ther all and every one the liberty of. retufning 
to their own Country to rebuild . Jeruſalem , and 
the Temple. They were to take with thetti their 


igotd-and filver, a number of beaſts for Sacrifice, 
together with all the rich veſſels and utenſils of 


the 


( 48) 

the Altar and the Temple which had been car- 
ried away to Babylon, and unwiſely brought out 
to grace the 'Tables of Belſhazzer, Zerubbabel, 
a prince of Judah, was nominated as Viceroy, 
and appointed their Chief Magiſtrate, Leader, 
and Governor. They went out near fifty thou- 
ſand ſouls. During the Captivity the Polity of 
the Jews had been in ſad diſtrattion, and as their 
Religion was much unobſerved, it was alſo at 
' Babylon much corrupted. | | 


Immediately on the kits of the EdiQ 
the Chiefs of the Tribes of Judah and Benjamin 
aſſembled at Babylon, with the Prieſts and Le- 
vites, and as many, as retaining a love for their 
Country, and a zeal for the honour of their God, 
were diſpoſed to return to that once happy land, 

_ andnow came and fignified their intention to g0- 
The Wealthy among them, and many who had 
formed connexions, and were engaged in traffick, 
or had acquired places and employments, choſe 
rather -to ſtay, and contented themſelves with 

raiſing a large contribution to ſupply their Breth- 
Ten with what they could ſpare of Gold, Silver, 


.and Valuables for the JO. 


Zerubbabel, a Prince of the Blo6d-royal, 


grandſon of Jehoiakim, and Jeſhua the High 
PrieR - 


ww 


TT 

Prieſt headed the Party. They had many meet- 
Ings, concerted their plans, accepted the liberal 
donations, and ſet forward on their Jonrney. 


| It was foreſeeing this return and Journey of the 


Ifraelites, Iſaiah compoſed that highly eloquent 


and triumphal Ode recorded in the Fourteenth 


| Chapter of that prophet. A Burſt of oy on their 
releaſe, and the Revolution and victthtude taking 


place. 


Each Tribe on their arrival in Judza looked 
out for his own Patrimony, fenced off their 
_ grounds, rebuilt their houſes, the eſtates of their 
fathers, manured their lands, and they had lain | 
deſtitute and fallow two and fifty years. Zerub- 
babel, Jeſhua the High Prieſt, and a numerous- 
body of Priefts and Levites, with a large Party, 
proceeded on to Jeruſalem, and as ſoon as ever 


| they could be accommodated and lodged, the 


Governor called together the Heads of all the fa- 
milies, formed his Sanhedrim, or grand Council, 

and inſtantly ſet about re-eſtabliſhing the Jewiſh 
Commonwealth in Church and . State. By the. 
firſt Decree of the Governor and Council; a free 


' will-offering was levied from every individual 


Perſon according to his Circumſtances ; and. 
though they were ſo poor, what was now brought 
mn 


(715-)) 


in, together with the Gifts of the richer Brethren 


| they left behind, amounted. to F. 75,500. Upon. 


this ſtock. they began their Work, the Prieſts, - 
Levites, Singers, and Officers of the Temple, 
ſettled themſelves as well as they could in or near 
Jeruſalem, the greater part diſperſed themſelves 
about the Cities and Country where they had for- 
merly lived, and the very firſt buſineſs was, to re- 
build the Altar for burnt-offerings, and offer up 


daily the morning and evening Sacrifice. At the 


four corners of the Altar were four ſmall Pillars, 
each a cubit in height, and theſe were called the 


| Horns of the Altar. A whole year was now em- 


ployed in colleing Materials and Workmen,- 


_ contrafting with Carpenters, Maſons, and Over- 
 ſeers, and they ſent to Tyre and Sidon for Cedars, _ 
as Cyrus had direged them. In the ſecond 


Month of the ſecond Year, the foundation of the 
Temple was laid with great ſolemnity. Zerub- 


babel their Governor, Jeſhua their High Prieſt, 
_ the Council, Heads, and whole Congregation, | 
were all preſent while the firſt ſtone was laid. 


The Trumpeters blew the Trumpets, a large Band 


of Muſic played, and the Voices all ſtruck up— 


© Praiſe ye the Lord! Sing od unto God? ; 


* and all thc People ſhouted,” 


(.16')' 


Many were the interruptions to the Building, 


| great the Oppoſition- and Difficulties they met 
with, powerful enemies endeavoured to put a 


ſtop to the Work, and-it ſtood: {till for years; at 


length, under the eye. and daily attendance of 


three Prophets, their many ſignal and promiſing 
encouragements, and immenſe gifts from the- 


Court of Perſia, it was finiſhed, but not till the 
foundation had been laid twenty years, The - 
Dedication of it was celebrated: by the Prieſts, 


Levites, and -all Tſrael, with great Joy and high 


 Solemnity, and they offered up a hundred Bul- 
Jocks, two hundred Rams, four hundred Lambs, 
and for a ſin-offering for all Iſrae}, twelve He 
goats pronecng ks Number of the Tribes of- 


23 


The return. to. ues commences. the Book. 
of Ezra, and-it informs you of the three War- 
thies God raiſed up for his people. ZERUBRA-. 


BEL, who built the Temple and the Altar; 
Ezra, who reformed their Religion ; and Nx 


REMIAH;, Who built the walls of the City... 


The hiſtory of ZERUBBABEL is recorded is” 


| the firſt Six Chapters of this Book, and Ezra 
bimſelf i 15 the ſubje( of the four hſt, 


Ic 


re, 


1a) 


Tt contains a period of one hundred and forty- 
E743 years, and the AAs thereof were accompliſhed 
_*during the Reigns of fix ſucceſſive Perfian Mo- 
narchs : Cyrus, Darins, Ahaſterus, Artaxerxes, 


. Darius the Second, and a Second Artaxerxes. 


Seventy-nine years after their eſtabliſhment; by 


the intereſt of Eſther, who on the depoſition of 


Vaſhti, was afterwards Queen to Ahafuerus *, 
'Ezra, the ſon of Seraiah, a very Iearned Jew of 
the houſe of Aaron, obtained a fufl Commiſſion 
from Artaxerxes to ſucceed Zerubbabel, the 


preſent Viceroy, and return to Jeruſalem, with 


as many of his Nation, now reſiding at Shuſhan 
or Babylon, as were willing to go with him, and 
there to regulate and reform all matters of ſtate, 
and reſtore the worſhip of God among the Jews 
In the City « of Jeruſalem. 


' The high reputation of Ezra in the Court of 
' Perſia may be Judged of " the Commiſſion 3 = 
felt, It ran thus: 


; 04 Artis: Ke of Kings, unto Ezra, 
* Prieſt of the Law of the God of Heaven 


* Peace. It is our decree, whoſoever of you 
© bedeſirous of returning to Feruſalem, be pez- 
uh * mitted to go fafely thither,” &c. &c. 


® Ahafuerus means Prince, Head, or Chie£ 


'* SD and 
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and they were eto carry with them immenſe pre- 


ſents from the King, and many valuable free- 
will Es OR: their wealthy Brethren. 


L In the middle of March, about the year of 
the World 3546. Ezra, ſet out on his Jour- 
ney, and he pitchedhis Tents, on the Banks of 
the River Ahavah, and waited there to collett. 


and allemble all his OOO 


Ezra here znvited to Join him two hundred 


| and twenty Nethenims (a race of Gibeonites de- 
dicated to the Service of the Altar) and a number 


of Prieſts and Levites to officiate in the Services 


of the Temple. As ſoon as he had here afſem- 
bled a large Body of People, Ezra iſſued out a. 
proclamation for a general Faſt, and Days of 
Thankſgiving to implore the blefling and Protec- 
. tion. of God, he then proceeded on his Journey, 
and arrived with all his Company ſafe at Jeruſa- 


lem, in the middle of the Month of July about 


; four Months after he had ſet out. 


At Jeruſalem, EzzAa convened the Heads 


and Elders of the People, and as ſoon as poſlible 


he formed an aſſembly, and before them all Ezz a 


broke the Seals of his Commiſion, had it pub- 


_ hickly 


COMEMVPVDPVTV PIT TIT OT OTOTTOWY OTOO 
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lickly read, and adlivered up to the Treaſury and 
= Prieſts all the offerings which had been made by 
 _ the King of Perſia, the Nobles, and thoſe of the 
Jews who choſe to continue and refide at Baby- 
lon. Ezra next, from among the wiſeſt of the 
People, appointed Judges and Magiſtrates, and 
gave each of them their Commiſhon, impowering 
I ' them, not only to infliafFines and Impriſonment, 
WW but even capitally to convitt, a en} a of Life 
and Death. 


L_ 


Fr Ezz A maintained the Supreme Authority un- 
= der his Commiſſion from the Perſian Court thir- 
_ teen Years, employing himſelf in the faithful diſ- 
charge of every part of his Duty with the moſt | 
P pious Zeal and aſſiduity, and yet EzRA does not 
F ſeem to have had Power or Influence enough to | 
; make the neceſſary Reform, and even the City 
7 ſo comfortable and habitable as to invite a gene- 
: ral Reſort to the Metropolis, for the "OP On. 
ww were yet nmns;: 


At this [time Nehemiah ſucceeded him as Go- 
vernor or Viceroy, and he brought with him 


a new" Commiſſion. with AUNDOTY and freſh 
Powers irom Pertia, 


D 2 | Exna, 


p] 


<0( 20) 

EzRx 4, With Piety and a graceful Condeſcen- 
ſion, aſſumed now a ſubordinate ſtation, he 
ated as Preſident to the Sanhedrim, the Grand 
Council of the Elders, and employed his whole 
time in reforming the Jewiſh Church, reſtoring 
all its Rites and Diſcipline. He carefully exa- 
mined all the ſacred Books; reviſed, corre&ed, 
and publiſhed a new Edition of them, and re- 


| "Ig ETE.. 
| duced the Moſaic Law to its primitive ſtandard 
l and purity, and he fixed the Number of the 


Books of the Old Teſtament to twenty-two. 
Ezra was learned and well verſed in them all, 

his high Station and Authority enabled him to 
collett the beſt copies, Ezra was himſelf inſpir- 

ed, zealous for God, and he engaged in this ar- 
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duous work three Prophets, Hacc a1, Zacna- 
i RIAH, and MALaAcCn1. 


When NEntMIaAn was eſtabliſhed in his new. 
Government, Ezx4a, relieved from publick Du- 
| ties and Aﬀairs of the State, now brought forth 
his ſacred Volume, and expounded in it pub- 
| lickly from morning till noon, and that he might 
| be better heard, he cauſed a Scaffold to be eret- 
edin one of the wideſt Streets of the City. Ezra 

himſelf ſtood leaning on a high deſk in the middle, 

' and on each ſide of him ſtood ſix Prieſts, inter- 
-preters and aſliſtants, and as Ezz a ſpoke in He- 

- brew 


2g F Ins; Ho xr io Nee oe 5 2 Ae 92 
OE IL OI DUO Ie DD ab Ei IDES > rr eee” 


wet =<cs R as beſts 
OI , 4A. Wabes.. wc tmrnbrag 14, od 9 bay i. th Rf 
- : 
p "TY" 4 


> OK 


brew, the Prieſts explained in the Chaldee, 2 


language they had been lately uſed to. All the 


| people (and ſome came from very diſtant parts, 
_ eſpecially on feaſt days and holidays) could thus 
diſtinaly hear him, and had the Law and their 


Duty explained and recommended fully to _ 
every day. 


The laſt Work EZRA ett, was - ting 
to the People the ſacred Service of the Temple, 
according to the original and uſual Form before 
the Captivity, he reviſed and amended all the 
Jewiſh Liturgy, adding to it many new Prayers 
and Forms of Thankſgiving, compoſed fince their 


return from Babylon, on the Bleflings of Liberty 


and Deliverance. This pious. and truly 'good 


| Man employed himſelf in compoling a Service 


ſuited to the Dedication of this new Temple, and 
as Pſalms and ſpiritual Hymns entered into almoſt 
every part of the Jewiſh worſhip, he reviſed 
them all, and took the greateſt Pains to me- 


thodize and colle& them ; he added alſo many 


of his own Compoſition, and the order they are 
now placed in, Our Saviour, and after him his 
Apoſtles, always referred to them, 


Ezza had been r now ſome years ſucceeded in 
his Government- by Nenanan, who had been 
honour- 


\ . 


49 © rw egrre - wo om tow win tt as wy ——_ 


02 2 ag or EY + 


0. ——_—— — —— 
Kine! of ; os. On eh - be 
On SIS oregon 


4 
GE EE Er RE CT I oe aad 


 honorably, uſefully, and zealouſly employed 
_ under his new Commiſſion from the Court of 


particularly over the Church. Some Authors 
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' falem; but others ſay, that in his old age he re- 
turned into Perſia, and that he died there at the 


down the Hiſtory of the Jews to the twentieth | 


State as much by the Authority of the New Go- 
yernor as before by his own, for his Succeſſor 
had the ſame Zeal for the Honour of God, and 
of the People, and in right earneſt coincided. 
of the Law of God, unweariedly went on to per- 


| feft the Reformation he had” begun, and ſpent 


of the Holy Scriptures, during the Babyloniſh 


( 22 ) 


Perſia. Ezz a had at firſt. introduced him, and 
given him all the affiſtance in his power, after 
which he confined his uſefulneſs, preſiding more 


aſſert that he now died, and was buried in Jeru- 


age of one hundred and twenty. Ezra brings 


Year of Ahaſuerus, the then reigning King of 


' From the very firſt of his Commiſſion Eza a 
ated with great difintereſtedneſs for the good of 
his Country, and continued his uſefulneſs in the 


the ſame patriotic endeavours for the Welfare 


with him in the Work. Ezra, as a Prieft, a 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and a ſkilful Scribe | 


almoſt his whole time preparing corre& Editions 


Captivity 


23 ) 
| Captivity they had been loſt and many of them 
diſtroyed, what remained were chiefly in private 


hands, EzRa reſtored them again as it were by 
divine Revelation, 


__ He corrected all the Errors that had crept into 
' the various Copies by negligence or miſtake. g's 


He colleQed all the Books together, placed 


them in order, ſettled the Canon of Scripture for 
_ his Time, the Law, the Prophets, the Holy 


Writings, and Our Savionr, notices this three- 


fold Diviſion. EzRA added what was neceſſary 
for ſluſtrating, connetting, or completing them. 


This very eminent, pious, and good man may 


2 | truly be ſaid to be a ſecond Founder of the 


Jewiſh Church and State. A Character highly 


eſteemed, honoured, and beloved, a divine Law- 
giver, zealous for God, and he was ſtiled a a fan 


cond Moſes, 


* In the Church of St. Dominic, in Bononia, 
is a Copy of the Hebrew Scriptures, kept with 
a great deal of Care, ſaid to be written by Ezra 
himſelf upon Leather, made up into a | Roll, aC- 
cording to the ancient Manner, | 
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It was only after their return from Captivity 
the Name of Jews became common amongſt 
them. The Book of Ezza is a continuation of 
the Hiſtory from the time the Book of the Chro- 
nicles conclude, and ſo exa&t that the two firſt 
verſes, and part of the third are a repetition of 
the two laſt Verſes of the Second Book of 
Chronicles. The intervening time of their Cap- 
tivity, Aﬀiation, and Puniſhment, is very little 


Noticed any where, Jewiſh Authors ſeem deſign- 


<dly to paſs over that ſad Period. You ſorrow- 
Fully view a harraſſed aud diſconſolate people, the 


| better, or. rather the richer Sort, reconciled ' to 
the mode of Life, and Cuſtoms of their Oppreſ- 


ſors, engaged in ſome buſineſs and employment 
with them, contented themſetves with ftaying in 
Babylon. The poorer and unprovided among 


them make up the principal Number of thoſe re- 
turning home to a Country which had long lain 
_ _defolate. ReluQantly they - ſet about rebuilding 
of their Temple, ſome of them recognizing the 
 Magnificence and Glory of the Old, under much 


oppoſition they carried on the Work, and at laſt, 


after twenty years, it was finiſhed, and its ſolemn 


Dedication performed in the Year of the World 
2489 and 515 before the Birth of Our Savio UR. 
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* HIS great and good man ftands a noble In- 
— ſtance of a diſintereſted Patriot, unweariedly 
aſſiduous, zealous, and wiſe, NtntMIan was a 
Jew, but he had never ſeen Jeruſalem, His an- 
ceſtors had liyed and died there. His Father was, 
carried in early life to Shuſhan, - metropolis of 


Perſia, he had been fortunate enough to obtain 
an Eſtabliſhment at Court, and he chole rather to 


continue in his office than give it up and return 


"1th his countrymen, when on the EdiR iſſued 
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( 26.) 
out, leave was given them to return and rebuild 
Jeruſalem and the Temple. 


NEenztMIAL either ſucceeded his Father, or ac-, 
cepted ſome other Promotion at Court ; he held 
a Poſt of great Profit and highly honourable 
about the perſon and preſence of the King and 
Queen, and from the Royal favour and lis In- 


_crative employ, Nenzmian became very rich. 


His Father Hechaliah was one of the captive 
Jews, he himſelf was probably born at Shuſhan. 
or Babylon, a man of publick ſpirit, learning, 
and piety, and his appointment was, cup-bearer to 
the King of Perſia, - 


NEHEMIAH was taking an evening walk near 
Suſa, and ſeeing ſome Travellers, who ſeemed 
Strangers, going towards the city gates, and (as they 
paſſed him, talking Hebrew) he ſpoke to them, You 
come from a great diſtance, from what Country 
pray ? and they ſaid, from Jeruſalem, He en- 


quired after the people and the city, and they 


told him of the broken Walls, and of the riotous: 


Banditti that came plundering every night, and 
there was no poſlibility of keeping them out; of a 


morning (they ſaid) the roads were ftrewed with 


the dead bodies, 


NEBEs 


(0 7 
 Nentmian could not ſuppreſs histears, his ſighs, 
his ſobs burſt forth, the diſtrefles of his poor 
countrymen ſo afflicted him, he offered up,- (juſt 
as he ſtood) a fervent prayer to God on their 
behalf; while thus employed and agitated, a fer- 
vant ran to tell him the King was going to Sup- 


per. NenuzMIan baſtens to the Palace, never 


wiped away his tears or waſhed his face ; he went 
in to wait upon his Majeſty, and very luckily 


Queen Eſther was preſent ; the King had noticed 


NzreMIan, and after Supper, in a very pleaſant 


humour, he alks, 


* What is the matter with you, NEHEMIAn ? 
_ © what cauſe haye you for ſorrow and tears ?” 5 


and he now ; took courage, and told the King of 


all that had ſo diſtreſſed him: Jeruſalem was the 
City of his Anceſtors, all their monuments were 


there, its gates and all its walls were down, and 
the robbers were infeſting and murdering its inha- 
bitants, NEearmian's ſorrowful ſtory ended in 
a Petition to his Majeſty, that he might be com- 


miſſioned and empowered to go and rebuild the 
walls of his City. 


The King iſſued out immediate orders to San- 
ballat, and other officers of his Court, to ſupply 
| E 2  Neuxg. 


(: 88-3 
Nznzmian from the royal Treaſury with Money 
and every neceflary material, and now ſays the 
King, hs 


* Dry up your tears NEHzMIAn, and be chear- 


cc ful.” 


He fell down on his face, overflowing with joy and 


gratitude, NxnxtMian excuſed from his attenG- 


ance and daily duty, ſet out immediately for Ba- 
bylon, and there he raiſes a ſufficient Number of 


Men and Women to accompany him on his 
Journey, and the King appointed him an Eſcort 


of Troops for his Guard. NentMian and all his 


Y Company arrived ſafe at Jeruſalem. He here | 


ſhut himſelf up three whole days, after which he 
fallied out towards evening, and made his obſer- 
vations on the City and its Walls, The report 


| he received from the Travellers he had met at 


Shuſhan, proved exatly true. The very next 
morning, NzreMAan aſſembled the Heads, Elders, 


and Magiſtrates, ana before anumerous body of the 


People, purpoſely convened, he opened his new 
commiſſion, required their aſſiſtance to put it in 
force, and aid the execution of his orders reſpett- 


1ng the city walls, he engaged a numerons body 
of workmen, and their families, diligently pre- 
ſided every day himſelf over all the work, and in 
two and fifty days, they had all completed their 


taſk, 


(9 1 
taſk; repaired and fortified the Walls: with true 


piety NEHEMIAH cauſed a Dedication of it to be 
celebrated with the uſual ry by the Prieſts 


and Levites. 


| Ns EHEMIAH found the People in a deplorable 
condition, oppreſſed with poverty, involved in 
debts, overwhelmed with uſurers and extortioners, 
| who took a baſe advantage of the diſtreſs of their 
countrymen, and made them mortgage or ſell 
their lands for preſent bread, for themſelves and 
their children, Nzrtmian, by perſuaſion and 
authority, removed the iniquity and opprefſion, 
obliged all perſons to make reſtitution, and by a 
folemn Oath: compelled them to do ſo no more. 
| He exhibited his Courage on all occaſions, fignally 
expoſing himſelf to the moſt dangerous ſituations, 
and even to drudgery, He kept a body Guard 
about his perſon, but it was not for fear of being 
killed, but leſt his fellow-citizens ſhould not finiſh 
the building of the walls, . | 


| He made the Labourers work in Armour, both 
the Maſon and his Man wore ſwords, and ſhields 
lay by them, and. trumpeters were fixcd.at proper 
diſtances to ſound an alarm. whenever an. .enemy 
approached. . ' NguxzMIian, was. once. told of a_ 
conſpiracy formed againſt him, of Aſſaſſins deter- 
mined 
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mined to kill him, and he was adviſed to take 


refuge in the Temple ; but Nenzamian ſaid, 


& Should ſuch a man as I flee ? Who is there, 
© being as I am, would go into the Temple ts. 


ts fave his life : ?1 will NOt go In.” 
| 


After the walls were completely finiſhed, as. 
NEenemMIAn's firſt Commiſſion extended only to 
the rebuilding of the walls, he was obliged to take 


a Journey back to Shuſhan, in order to obtain a 
new one, . He entruſted the care of his govern- 
ment and the city to two of his Brothers during 


his abſence. 


Os Nina's Kut 4s Jerdfiiben $6 Votity 
employed himſelf 1 in peopling and. fortifying the 
city, and beautifying the new Temple. It was at 


this ume Ezra gave his publick leftures from 


morning till noen, in the open ſtreet, where he 
had cauſed a ſcaffold to be erefted, and a high 
deſk; in which he ſat himſelf, and on each fide 


_ of him ſtood fix Prieſts t to interpret what he ſaid 


to the People, 


Ezra read his Oration in Hebrew, and they 
explained it in the Chaldee, a language they had 
long been uſed to, and many of them knew no 
ether, 


All. 


C9550 
All the abuſes and diſorders of the State, ag 
far as his influence and authority reached, Ne- 
1EMIAn zealonſly and diligently correfted. He 
now aſſembled all the People and made a contri- 
bution for carrying on the embelliſhments and 
adorning the Temple, and for the maintenance 


and ſupport of its Service, and he ſet them a 
Princely example, giving them himſelf a thouſand 


drams of Gold, fifty diſhes, two bundred and fifty 


two veſtments for the Prieſts, In order to accom-. 


modate the Prieſts and Levites, he built them 
houſes near the Temple, and he cncouraged them, 


all he could, to a regular and deyout fattendance 


en its ſervices, 


NEnutMan kept a Princely table, a ſplendid 
Equipage, and a train of ſervants, altogether at 
his own expence, exatting no tribute whatever. 
Thus with the higheſt credit, generofity, and ho- 
nour, he completed the tenor of his Commiſſon, 


NEntMIAn had preſided as Governor twelve 


Years, and now according to his promiſe he re- 


turned back -to the Court of Perſia. Afﬀter five 


Years reſidence at Shuſhan, NzenztMian obtained 
a grant to return to his Viceroyſhip at Jeruſalem, 
and he witneſſed a very great depravity and cor- 


Tuption both in the Church and Commonwealth, 


they had profancd the T emple and negleted its 
Fl Services, 
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Services, they kad broke their Sabbaths, and made 


the day, a day of traffick, and they followed their 


threſhing and plowing, and uſual occupations on 


ut; 


NEntmianafſembled the Magiſtrates and ſe- 
verely reproved them, from ſun-ſet every Friday 
he ſhut up the city gates, and would not ſuffer 


| them to be opened till the Sabbath was over, he 
prevented hereby the Tyrians from bringing in 
their merchandizes, and they altogether deſiſted, 


the cuſtom and pratiice hencetorward was totally 


aboliſhed, 


Leftures and expoſitions on the Pentateuch 
were daily given in Jeruſalem, NznemIan ftre- 
nuouſly enforced the obſervance of the Moſaic 


Law throughout the Kingdom, they were at firſt 


read in the ftreets and market-places, till 
Schools and Seminaries were formed, and Syna- 


- gogues built for the purpoſe, theſe laſt were not 


completely finiſhed and occupied till after the 
death of this very amiable, pious, and good - 
man, 


© He thus carried on the *Reformation both of 
Church and State. NEenzmian wrote himſelf 
this his own Hiſtory and Book, and brings down 
the TranſaQtions of the Jews to the Reign of 

Dariue 
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| be the laſt Governor ſent from Perſia. 
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(3). 


Darius ; Nothus, a Perſian King, who had changed 
his name to Ochus, and to about 422 Years be- 
fore the birth of Our Saviour, He is believed to 
The Go- 


vernment of Judza was afterwards maintained by 


| the High Prieſts till Alexander the Great Ty 
: deſtroyed the Perſian Empire. 


It is no where recorded where NErzMAn died, 
Joſephus only lays, his death fell c out after he was 
very far advanced in years, 


— Thus truly zealous and diſintereſted Patriot had 
his recompence in both Worlds, happy in the love 


of his people, in the ſucceſs of his honeſt labours, 


in recording his own hiſtory, tranſmitting his 
name and reputation to all generations, a part 
of Holy ' Writ more honourable and durable than 
the recian Pillar, or the Roman Statue, his liber- 

alit y, diſintereſtedneſs, courage, and induſtry, his 


alfeQtionate feelings and love of his Country will 
live there for ever. 
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HE Jews, reſcued from a general Maſſacre, 
{th | @ to which they had been devoted by a haugh- 
| ty and imperious Lord, firſt favourite in the Court | 
of Perſia, a moſt amiable and very beautiful Prin- 
hk ceſs, EsTytr, once a Jewiſh captive, but now 
| Queen to Ahaſuerus, by her intereſt and influence 
with the King ſaved them, and a Jewiſh Feſtival, 
called Purim, or the Feaſt of Lots, is annually ſos 
lemnized 1 in commemoration, 
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 tinftion. rather than a ſurname, 


— (35 ) 
Mordecai, her Uncle, perpetuates the memory 
of this ſignal and moſt wonderful deliverance, and 
he writes himſelf a narrative of all the Plot, 


and the very extraordinary Providence by which 
it was diſcovered and prevented, 


Abaſuerus is a name of royal dignity and dil- 
The hiſtory in- 


forms us, 


T A great Monarch, King of Perſia, made a 


« ſumptuous Feaſt in his Palace at Shuſhan, the 
'* Metropolis of his Kingdom, and in high Spirits 


all jovial in the banqueting-hall, he ſent a meſf- 
&« ſage to Vaſhti, his Queen, and deſired her to. 


«+ Join his Company gorgeouſly arrayed in all her 


© royal apparel, and that ſhe would take her ſeat, 
* now in the ſight of all his Nobles,” 


A requeſt ſo unexpefted and yery unuſual, as the 
laws of Perſia forbad a wife's appearance before 
ſtrangers, the Queen modeſtly declines, and ven- 
tures to diſobey, The haughty Monarch, unuſed 
to all oppoſition, was outrageouſly angry, in his 
firſt fury he inſtantaneouſly ſummonſed his Grand 
Council of Seven, lays before them his accuſa- 
tion, and Vaſhti's diſobedience, they, dreading 
both his paſſion and the cftetts of ſuch a condutt 
"P08 5 5 


0 36 ) 
in ſo elevated a ſtation, paſſed a ſentence of di- 


vorce and condemnation on her Majeſty, com- 
OE her to be dethroned immediately. 


The King had time to cool, he became all pity 
and deſpair, he loyed Vaſhti, ſhe was the firſt of 
beauties, her crime was modeſty, ſhe had violated 
no law, he had unwittingly done it himſelf, his 
vanity and pride the cauſe, but the Council were 
to be honoured, and Vaſhti,  Queenof Peri, was 
dethroned, 


The King fell into a ſtate of deſpondency, and. 
in order to divert his melancholy, and induce him 


to think the leſs of Vaſhti, his Nobles came to 


bim, requeſting his Majeſty to make choice of 
| another Queen, A number of young virgins were 
always provided for, in elegant apartments in the 
Palace, and they regularly underwent a ſix months 
Preparation with odours and rich perfumes ; from 
| among theſe the Kings of Perſia made their choice 
when they married. The winning Beauty and ſu- 
perior elegance of Eſther inflamed the love of 


Abaſuerus, and He advanced her to the throne of 
Perſia ; ſhe was indeed a moſt beautiful virgin, an 
orphan of the Tribe of Benjamin, brought up 
and adopted by her uncle Mordecat, who was 


himſelf a deſcendant of thoſe who had been 
brought 


DERTS... 


(97 ) 

brought captive to Babylon, and as he conſtantly 
attended at the Palace-gate ſeems to haye been 
one of the King's Porters. Mordecai had intereſt 
enough at Court to introduce his Niece into the 
Palace among other Beauties, Candidates for Roy- 
alty, and to ſucceed Vaſhti, the late Queen, now 
in her diſgrace, 


Hainan was fir favourite in the Court of Aha- 
fuerus, baughty, inſolent, and vain, an Amala-. 
kite, a moſt avowed enemy to all the Jews, a 
wicked miniſter, indulgent only to his paſſions, 
 vith honours next to royal, his pride was daily fed 
with the baſe homage of an Aſiatic Court. One” 
Officer only of all the houſhold refuſed to proſ- 


trate himſelf before Haman, Mordecai the Jew ; 
| he with 'virtuous indignation, diſguſted with his 


vanity, and knowing him to be an Amalakite, 
bowed not, nor did him reverence. Haman was 
full of wrath, he thought it too little, and Mor-. 
decai too contemptible an obje, to execute his 
reſentment and wanton eruelty on him alone, he ' 
| determined to deſtroy and totally extirpate all the 
race of Jews throughout the Kingdom, but to dif- ' 
tinguiſh Mordecai, and puniſh his undutifulneſs, 
| Haman had erefted a gallows, 150 feet bigh, in 
his own court-yard for Mordecat. ' wks + 


Juſt 


(8 


Juſt about this time a conſpiracy was entered 


into by ſome place-men at Court, and it was diſ- 
covered by a Jew, and that Jew revealed it to 
Mordecai, he told it his Neice, entruſting the 
ſecret with the Queen, a very wiſe and ſure me- 


thod of preventing the miſchief, and acquiring 


the love and regard of the King, The whole 


tranſaQtion was regiſtered in the State Volume, and 


one night, the King being unuſually wakeful, he 
ordered -up the books, and enquired, what had 
been done for Mordecai ? and who was without in 


waiting ? and they ſaid, Haman is juſt now enter. 


Ing the great Gate, the King ſent for him in, and 


_ aſked him what honour and dignity, He ſhould 


_ Confer on one, who had, with the moſt loyal zeal 
and affeQtion, diſtinguiſhed his fidelity to him, 


. Haman's good opinion of himſelf, in his highly J 
exalted ſtation, had conceit enough to apply this 


' Princely favour to himſelf, and he ſaid, 


5 Let the royal apparel be brought out, which 
« the King uſeth to wear, and the horſe which 


oY 


«* which is ſet upon his head, let them bedelivered 
© to one of the King's moſt noble Princes, to 
* array the man whom the King delighteth to 


* honour—thus leading him, and proclaiming his 


** loyalty, through the high ſtreets of Shuſhan,” 


the King rideth upon, and the Crown royal 


The 


URS 49.12 


( 39 ) 


"The King inſtantly replied to Haman, make haſte; 


« Do you take the apparel, and the horſe, and 


_« do you even ſo to Mordecai the Jew that fitteth 
-« at the gate, and let nothing fail of all that thou 
 « haſt ſpoken,” 


Mordecai, after receiving theſe high and dif. 
tinguiſhed honours, led in princely ftate by Ha« 
man, was ſet down at the pate of the Palace. 
Haman abaſhed and mortified, covered up his. 
face, he mourned bitterly, and haſted home to 
his own houſe; the plot he had lain, and fo cun- 
ningly contrived againſt Mordecai and the Jews, 
he ſaw plainly was diſcovered, and while he was 


telling his ſuſpicions, and ſad ſtory, to a ſele@ 


party of his friends, and Zereſh his wife, even 
while they were yet talking, the King's Chamiber- 


. lain brought a meſlage inviting Haman to a Ban- 


quet (ons E Eſther had prepared for the 0g and 


him, 


The entertainment and invitation to a feaſt, wag 


| the uſual mode of petitioning the throne, and is 


laſted two days: 


bk © On the ſecond the King enquired of EsTurn 
© whatrequeſt ſhe had to make to him, aſſuredly ' 
| | 66 it 


IR pt cos 


6s «Who i is be ? where is he ? who thus preſumes 2 


Sa 
$4 8y 


(40 ) 


«C4 out be granted her, even to the half of 


« his Kingdom,” 


$i; * . 


The Queen, encouraged by his courtefy, moſt 
ſubmi vely addreſſed him : 


boy 1f I have found favour 3 in a thy Gglt, Oo King, 
* Jet my life be given me at my petition, and my 
« people at my requeſt; 1, and my people are 
* fold, to be deſtroyed, to be ſlain, and ts 
us ' periſh.” ” 


| The King. wonderfully aſtoniſhed, enquired, 


: And Eſther replies, F 


G The adverſary, the enemy, is this wicked 
& Haman.” : 


Haman was all confufion—ſore afraid—The 


King aroſe from the Banquet in high wrath—walk- 
ed out into the Palace Garden—Haman.. availed 


himſelf of the moment, fell down proſtrate, before 
the Queen, and while he was moſt earneſtly ſuing 
for his life, the King walks back again into the. 
Hall. He miſconſtrued' Hawan's abaſement and 
and ſubmiſſive poſture; To preveit aggravation, 
The Officers in waiting covered Haman's mouth, 
and 


det. tn Dit. dan. on. At 


a. een. i. a... Ht. li. 


| 
| 


AMI 
and one of them, Harbonah, ſaid, 
« Behold the Gallows fifty Cubits high ” | 
 Haman hath ſet it up for Mordecai, and it 
ſtands in the Court-yard of Haman. The King, 
bei replied : LEE on 


« Hang Haman thereon *? 


The Hiſtory informs us, that on the Gallows 
_ Prepared for Mordecai they hanged Haman, and* 
that the King' s wrath was by this means pacified. 


The Method Mordecai took to make known 
the cruel defign and Plot of Haman, is 


| highly curious and intereſting ; - he cloathed him- 
| Telf in Sack-cloth and Aſhes, and placed himſelf 


before the Palace-gate leading to the Queen's 


'Appartment ; Eſther ſeeing him from the Win- 


dows, ſent haſtily to know the cauſe. Mordecai 


ſent her Majeſty word of Haman's intentions, 


and the Edit already ifſued out from the King: 
he earneſly preſſes her to go to Him and prevent 
its murderous Execution, the Queen names her 


_ great difficulty, and the danger ſhe ſhould run, 
| but' is over-perſuaded by the Arguments and the 
; entreatry of her Uncle, one ſtrong reaſon among 
I many others exceedingly ſtruck her. 


She might have heen raiſed to the Throne, even . 


. for this very purpoſe of ſaving her people. 


a * 7 19 ACTI 
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It was the eſtabliſhed Law of Perſia to admit 


no one whatever into the Preſence-Chamber with g 
__ out -a ſummons, and leave firſt obtained, ' the 


King uſually fat en-throned, gorgeouſly arrayed, 


a Golden Sceptre always by him, encompaſſed 


with a body-guard armed each with a hatchet, to 


execute the commands of the Sovereign and 
butcher every one who ſhould enter without 
Orders, unleſs the Golden Sceptre was held out 
to ſave him.” Hence aroſe the diſtreſs and dan- 
ger of the Queen, but her own native Sweet- 
neſs, 'duty to her Uncle, and moſt of all affeRion 
for her People, , overcame her own perſonal 
Safety and alarm. She now enjoins upon her- 
ſelf and all her Maidens, a three days faſt 
| ſpent in devout and ſolemn Prayers to God. 


and at the end of them, arrayed in her moſt 
ſplendid Attire, ſhe intruded into the preſence- 
Chamber and moſt ſubmiſfively approached the 


Throne. Her heart here began to fail her . 
the King ſtrangely agitated, his wonder and ſur- 
priſe alarmed her the more, the Queen fainted 
away, and is upheld wholly by her two Maidens , 
| the King was ſtruck with grief and terror. He 
deſcends from his Throne, full of Tenderneſs 
Pity and wonder; He keeps waving over her 
his Golden Sceptre, the token of ſafety and pro- 
teftion, moſt Kindly He ſooths, and. careſles her 
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< 43 ) 
as ſoon as the Queen had recovered, the mY 


fully thanks his Majeſty, and ſolicits the / honour: 


of his company to the Banquet- ſhe ' had. pre-/ 
pared, when the invitation was accepted, it almoſt 
always followed that the requeſt there made, was 


: OOERERST granted. 


Theſe are the ſtriking Anecdotes of this In- 
ſtruQive and SOTHERRS Hiſtory. 


b1 


Mordecai was advanced to the higheſt hon- 


ours, he was in Rule and Authority the ſecond 


in the Kingdom ; he promoted all his Kindred 


' to Poſts of Dignity and Emglument, and his 
_ vountry=men were wealthy, and proſperous, 


We learn from the Hiſtory alſo, the Means 


Eſther made uſe of, to procure ſo much good 
to her Nation. Zeal and piety, devout appro- 
aches to God by faſting and prayer, and an a- 
nual Commemoration of ſo happy an Event, a 
grateful offering of Praiſe and thankſgiving, by 


all the Jews throughout every City. 


The over-ruling Providence of God is eaatly 


diſplayed, and the ſure and certain means of 
acquiring his Favour. In a Synagogue of the 


Jews at Amadam in Perſia, are ſill ſhewn the 
T ombs of Mordecai and Eſther.— 
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s book finiſhes the Hiſtory of the Jews, 
' as conveyed down to us in the Scriptures of the 
Old Teftamen fe 
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FIRHE laſt Governor ſent to JUDZZA from 
T the Court ' of | Perſia was NEHEMIAH? 
after his Viceroyſhip, Judza was added to the 
 PrefeQture of Syria, and the Jews became ſubjetts | 
'to the reigning Conquerors of that Empire : 
"The High Prieſt for the time being was veſted 
with the Authority and regulation of Church 


| and State, and the Hebrews paid A JEArry., tribute 


to Syria. » 


Jehoidag the High Prieſt at this time died and 
was ſucceeded by his Son Jonathan. E 


Jonathan + maintained the Authority together * 
with the Dignity of the Prieſt-hood, in full ex- 
_ erciſe of their power as delegated by Syria two 
and thirty years, at which time Jonathan died 
and Japvua his Son aſſumed both the Authori- 


_ ty and Office of the Prieſt-hood, in room of his 
| Father, | 


,v» Before Chriſt 409. 7; Jonas, + Jonathan. + + Jadua, Oe 
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Ar this time Alexander, in the hour of Viauory 
with his Laurel Crown returned in all his Glory 


and Triumph from the reduQtion of Tyre, 'and 


total overthrow of the Tyrian Empire : With 


his vitorious troops, Alexander was on the full 
march againſt Jeruſalem : Jadua (the High 


_ Prieft ) ſorely alarmed and appriſed of his in- 
tentions arrayed himſelſ-in his Pontifical Robes, 
habited all his Priefts in their reſpeQtiye dreſſes, 
and accompanied by a concourſe of People all 

-n white veſtures, made a ſolemn Proceſſion to a 
riſing ground alittle out of the City, and placed 


themſelves on an eminence by | the ſide of which 
Alexander and his army were to paſs. The King 


— 


| firuck with the fight of the Venerable Prelate, 


his graccful and magnificent dreſs, the Name of 


inſcribed on his Mitre : The King, then direQ- 


Ing his Army to follow, marched lowly. ON, 


attended by the High Prieſt and all his Retinue 


2 through the City of Jeruſalem to the Temple, 


Alexander there with reverence himſelf wit- 


nefſed, the Devotion and ceremonious Pomp of 


_ Jewiſh Worſhip and the Solemnitics of Sacrifice. 


The: 


God emblazoned on his front and encircled by 
his Priefts, Alexander was ſeized with a panick, 

a facred and religious awe, he advanced rever= 
__ entially towards, him, reſpeAfully bowing, he 
embraced him, and worſhiped the ſacred. Divinity 
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The High Prieſt with great propriety, while 
now in the Temple, pointed out to the Conquer- 
or all the Propheſies reſpeQing himſelf, ſignal- 
ly fore-telling his many glorious viftories and 
wide extended Dominions, whereupon the Jews 
obtained exemption from tribute one year in 
ſeven, and a free Charter for the Exerciſe' of 
their Religion and Laws. And Alexander ever 
after diſtinguiſhed the Jews by many honours, 
and ſignal favours in every -part of his Kingdom | 
both in and out of Palzſline, 


In the twentieth year of his pontificate Jadua 
dicd, Onias his Son ſucceeded him, and Onias 
retained the Dignity twenty-one years. 


By the Death X Alexander, their very gene- 
rous iriend, the Jews ſuſtained a very great loſs :; 
as Tudza lay betwcen Syria and Egypt, it be- 
came at different times in bondage and fubjettion 
to them both. | 


Ptolemy King of Egypt with' a formidable 
Army firit invaded Judza, and laid clole ſiege to 
its Capital. Ptolemy well aware of the Hebrew 
Laws and the ſtriftneſs of Jewiſh Worſhip, or- 
dered on their Sabbath a general Storm and all 
his Engines to work: He thus made himſelf 
MW.aECcCCT.cqcqc.c.,.,qaondl Maſter 


"» IO Ng FT A'T R 
6:01 
Maſter of the City without oppoſition or re- 
| fiſtance and led away Captive one hundred thou- 
fand Jews. LOST | 
. Joya remained under ſubjeftion to Egypt 
five years. Simon ſurnamed the Juſt was their 
Sovereign Pontiff, at this time Simon died af- 
ter He had diſtinguiſhingly honoured the High- 
Prieſthood nine years ; highly eminent was this 
_ great and good Man for his Sandlity, Integrity 
| and Patriotiſm. Simon was the laſt member re- 
l maining of the Great Synagogue, conliſting of 
one hundred and twenty. He had unweariedly 
| meployed himſelf in completing the Canon of the 
Wl Holy Scriptures and finally ſettling the jewiſh 
Wl! ; : Sas : 
ſt Liturgy : 
"ſt! 
Ih « The Books Simon added to the ſacred Canon 
ll! « were, the two books of the Chronicles, the. 
ii . OE PRE 
bl *& books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Eſther and Ma- 
Wh  lacht,” -- 
* Simon was ſucceeded in his high Office by 
| __ Eleazar his Brother, his Son being an infant, 
my and Elcazar officiated as High Prieſt fifteen 
|| years. He leſt a Son named Onias at the age of 
"i ns 
=: nn bs 
Wo Eleazar, Manaſles, Onias the Second. 
fl thirty, 
j! ; 
1 
i | 
I! 
| 
ql 


( & 
thirty, but his Son was ſet aſide in order to ; wks 
a way for his Great Uncle Manaſſes, and Manaſſes 
was Uncle to Simon the Juſt. The High Prieſt 
was very far advanced in years when He aſſumed 
the Dignity: Manafles died ſoon after, and Onias 
his grand N ephew now thirty two ſucceeded him. 


ONn1as unlike his Anceſtors was baſe, ſordid, 
ſelfiſh and indolent, ſo avaritious, his money 
was his God: his Avarice and meanneſs were 
moſt wretchedly ill-timed, and at length at = 
rived to ſo high a pitch as to induce him to put 
into his own Coffers, the tribute money he had 
engaged to pay to Syria, the ſhameful detection 
and enquiry occaſioned much diſtreſs and trouble 
to his country. 


"A's the Death of Onias, Simon the ſecond 
was nominated to the High Prieſt-hood and ſuc- 
ceeded his Father: A Pontiff of amiable man- 
ners, true Dignity, and Piety, Zealous for God, 
of diſtingutſhed honour, condua and bravery. 
At the Death of Simon the ſecond, Onias the 
third took upon him the Government, and be- 
came their High Prieſt, He alſo was a highly 


"TOY the ſecond. Before Chriſt'237, Onias 
the third. 
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 chus was ſucceeded in his Government by Seleu-. 
Cus, 


 tuous and magnificent Preſents, and rich. offer- 


Jaſon was informed of the empty Coffers of the 
Kingdom: The Young Prince ds oe” a. os 


exhauſted, and his Country impoveriſhed by the 


OT WR 


5 
worthy Charafter of ſignal Clemency, benevo-. 
lence and Piety: It was in the eighth year of his 
Pontificate, the Jews loſt their good friend and 
ProteQor, Antiochus King of Syria, and Antio- 


ODE had enjoyed a profound peace now 
for ſome years, and preſerved a ftritt adherence 
to her Religion and Laws: the Common-wealth 
was arrived at high honours, courted by fovereign 
Princes, and the Jews had received many ſump- 


ings to the Temple. 


ArTztz Onias had thus wiſely and religiouſly 
governed and inflrufted the People four and 
twenty years, the High Prieſt-hood was treache- 
rouſly taken from him by Jaſon, one of his Bro- 
thers. At the Death of Selencus King of Syria, 


coming to the Crown, found the treaſury quite 


large tribute, his Predecefſors had annually paid 
_ to Rome: Jaſon took the advantage of Young 


he Ss Ee SY ES of ; TS ng % L fo SY bg: td 
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Jaſon, 


_ Antiochus's 


0-7 
Antiochus's Penury, he went to Antioch and 
made him an offer of three hundred and fifty. 
Talents, for the High  Prieſt-hood: and the Go- 
vernment of Judza. Antiochus accepted his of- 
fer, inſtantly commanded his Commiſſion to be 
made out, and ſigned an order for, Onias's depo- 
fition and confinement, together with his baniſh- 
ment from Judza, without this laſt caution, Jaſon 
would have had no proſpett of enjoying, this his 
ill-gotten Dignity, as the amiable CharaQer and 
ſignal Piety of his Brother, muſt have revived the 
reſentment and hatred of the People, and proved 


&: a conſtant Check to his Authority and influence, 


AFTER this, Jaſon returned with his Commiſ. 
fion and new Powers, and raiſing a powerful Par- 
ty, ſet about eſtabliſhing himſelf in his Dignities, 
and the Government he had baſely purchaſed. 
Availing himſelf ſtill of the empty treaſury and 
neceſſities of the Syrian Prince, He preſented 
 Antiochus with one hundred and fifty Talents 
more, for liberty ta ere& in Jeruſalem an Am- 
phitheatre, in a foreign ſtile, for training up the 
'Hebrew Youth in Gymnaſtic Exerciſes, after the 
Grecian manner, and correſponding with the 
Olympic Games, and he tacked to his new Pa- 
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( 34 ) | 
tent, the valuable Privilege of making ſuch of 
his fubjefts as he thought fit, Citizers of Anti- 
och, (Metropolis of Syria, and of all the Eaſt) 
conferring on them at pleaſure, the freedom of 
that celebrated City. To this ſuperb Amphi- 


—  — — 


4 = 
_—_ 
wy Ar I TR" 


NS cy. 
= es 
—————_— eee 


_ 
pug pr rear 


Wy - 4 H . — _ Aw 
- _ <_- _-_ - 
—— w ho _——_—_ - - 
- _ ” —_—_ — 
yr 
ry nn — Ds a — p - 
540 PF 


SIE ade: 
_— — —— —_ 


£65 
Tas 
Tae 


no ERAS 
FOE —_ 
a CET ES 
= 


_—_— = = 
Oo ſ—_— - 


—_— 


= 
wy 
_ 


a GOTIAS 
TY 
Ilan ns 
RATIO 


netie—" ES IIEE = 
pn 3.9 
- T ing rn IE 
oo ———_———_—  — 


theatre, Jaſon gave the name of Gymnaſium 
A wonderful Change was ſoon experienced in 
Feruſalem—a general Apoſtacy ſucceeded—Aca- 
demies were inſtituted, and ſuitable buildings 
ereted both for the jewiſh Youth, and for Men 
grown up, where indecencies diſgraceful to hu- 
manity, in bold defiance of the Hebrew Laws, 
were publickly exhibited—both Prieſts and Laity 
negletted the Service of the Temple, and they 
all flocked to the heatheniſh Amphitheatre, where - 
by the Jewiſh Laws, their Religion and Rights 
were all of them ſacrificed to the wild Ambition 
| and impliety of Jaſon. 


Tus Young Piles, Antiochus Epiphanes, af. 
ter his Coronation and eſtabliſhment in his King- 
dom, on hearing a report that the King of Egypt 
juſt now come of Age, deſigned to attempt the 

_ recovery of Palzſtine, He ſet out on a Tour 


through the Neighbouring Provinces, and viſited 
Jeruſalem in his way. Jaſon moſt highly delight- 
ed to ingratiate himſelf in the favour of Antio- 
chus, received his Majeſty with great ftate and 


magnif- 


7 ( 56. ) | 
A _ magnificence, notwithſtanding which, after the, 
| | King? s return to Antioch, Menelaus, Jaſon's Bro 
F, * ther, He treacherouſly treated with Antiochus, 
q for the Prieſt-hood, and when he was ſent to the; 
* Court of Syria to pay the annual Tribute Money, 
| he offered the King three hundred Talents more, 
ah | for the High Prieſt-hood, than his Brother Jaſon, 
& had given: Antiochus made no Scruple to accept, 
£7 his Offer, ordered his Secretary to make out a. 
; freſh Commiſſion, and Menelaus returned with 
= it to Jeruſalem, in the third year only, of Jaſon's, 
© Pontificate. A moſt infamous and wretched. os 
 Menelaus made of the Authority and Dignity, he 
* alſo had ſo impioully purchaſed : Menelaus 1n- - 
| poveriſhed all his Country, the Capital became 
| deſtitute and unproteQed, the Sanhedrim Or, 
: Grand fCouncil were ſo terrified they held their 
| peace from neceſſity—by degrees he enflaved. . 
; Judza, and overturned all that was. left of her Re. 
ff ligion and her liberties. With all- his. Art, Op- 
| preſſhon, and endeavours, Menelaus could not 
; I raiſe the immenſe Sum he had agreed to pay. An- 
arr (tho he had ſecretly melted down the. 
= Golden Veſſels of the Temple,) upon which all 
i was Riot, tumult, and Confuſion, Jaſon ani. 
# mated by theſe new troubles, availed himſelf of 
| the times and with a band of reſolute and deſpe= 
= rate Men, He appeared at the City Gates, with- 
@uL 
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out any oppoſition entered Jeruſalem, and drove 
Menelaus and his Party into the Citadel, Jaſon 
was in high ſpirits, glutting his revenge on his 
brother, and executing the moſt horrid Barbari- 
ties on all who oppoſed him, when in the midſt of 


| his triumph, a Meſſenger came running to inform 
| him Antiochus, the Syrian Monarch, at the head 


of a formidable Army, was on the full march and 
not very far from the City. Upon this intelligence, 
Jaſon and his bold and reſolute men were imme - 
diately forced to quit it. The Citizens and 


Soldiery alarmed, and apprized of Antiochus's 


fierceneſs, and intention to ſlaughter them, at- 


tempted at firſt to ſhut themſelves up, and make 
all the reſiſtance in their power, but the Gates 
were battered and forced open, and the city ta- 
* ken by ſtorm. With the moſt ſavage Cruelty An- 
tiochus murdered forty thouſand Jews, the reſt he 
took Captive, and ordered them to be fold for 
Slaves to all the neighbouring Nations around. 


The Haughty Tyrant then commanded Menelaus 
to attend him to the Temple, this infamous and 


abandoned Prieſt entered it with'him, impiouſly 


polluting that ſacred Edifice throughout, and even 


' the Holy of Holies : In wanton blaſphemy Anti- 


ochus, ſacrilegiouſly offered up on the Altar of 


_ 'Before Chriſt 170, OY 
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burnt offerings, a | Sow, and ſcattered its frag- 
ments over all the Temple, and the King carried 
off with him the golden Altar of Incenſe, the 
ſhew bread table, the golden candleſtick, veſlels, 
utenſils and donatives to the value of eighteen | 
© Hundred talents of gold, together with the phunder 
= of the whole City. On his return to Antioch, 
He iſſued out a Decree for ſuppreſling: through- 
© out his Dominions every Religion, all worſhip to 
© the Gods, except the worſhip of the Idols he 
himſelf had ſet up, and to whom alone he paid his 
Adoration. Antiochus *enraged at 'the. ConduQ 
of the Jews, and in order to humble them, come 
manded all, and eyery one of his Subjects, to ab- 
© Hain from their Religious Uſages. .and + + 7 
M toms and. the offering up of Sacrihice. | Every 


% 


= perſon was examined by oath, every | houſe ſearch- 
= ed to acquire poſſeſſion of all the copies of the 
= Hebrew Canon, and the book of the Laws : Ofth- 
= cers and Overſeers were appointed to receive 
= them: His Soldiery were diſpatched into Judza, 
| {0 enforce the heathen” worſhip, and. erc& Ido!s 
and Images in all and every Synagogue through- 

out the Kingdom and in the Temple of Jeruſalem. 
Athenzus was appointed Overſcer in Judza, and 
4n.the exexciſe of: hjs Commiſſion, he firſt put a 
{top to all Sacrifices and the Service of the Tem- 
ple; all Worſhig'to: the God of Ifrael ceaſed; the 
Voz. II. $ the 


(s) 
_ the Jewiſh Religion was totally ſupprefſed; the 
Femple was polluted with/human blood, and the 
Althieft abominations; their Sabbaths by expreſs 
commind unobſerve$; their ſolemn faits and 
feaſts profaned; their children forbad+ to be cir- 
 cuniciſed; their Laws abolithed: and whoſGever 
was deteQed' in the obſervance of a ewith rite, 
was put to death on the Spot. The Statue of 
Jupiter was'ſet up on the Altar of burnt offerings, 
and Heathen Worſhip was by force of arms 
impioufly introduced and eſtabliſhed through- 
out Judza, in the City | of Semulnlean:: -and- my 
Temple. | 


During this bloody and murderous perſecution, ; 
for forty days together, there were feen over the 
City and the Temple, ftrange conflifts in the air, 
Horſe-men and Foot-men armed with fiery ſhields, 
ſpears and ſwords, fighting and charging in battle 
array; and great Calamities, War and Deſolation 
were foreboded by them, 


Ke. 
wx S 


Antiochus in lis march through Paleſtine, dif. 
patched Appollonius, a Revenue Officer and wel} 
known to the Jews, at the head of 22,000 men to 
plunder all the Cities of Judah ; his Commiſſion 

Ns to put to.death every man and ſend off the 
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women and children for fale. Appollonius, the 


Tews. ſuppoſed, was only come to colleRt the tri- 


bute money ; he had formerly been their tax ga- 
therer. Appollonius waited peaceably till the 
next Sabbath, and while all was in profound quiet, 


he drew out his- troops, commanding them to 


butcher all and every man they found : the Jews 


made no reſiſtance, chuſing to. be thus ſlaughtered 


rather than break their Sabbath, by ſtanding even 


on their own defence. Deſerted and thus polluted 
the City of Jeruſalem, and the Temple remained 


near four years ; ſuch of the Jews, who eſcaped 


the Maſſacre, hid themſelves in caverns and holds, 


amidſt the craggy rocks, living on roots and 


| wild herbs to avoid death, or what they thought | 


a Jill grentex evil, | apoſtacy. 


v 


-Mattathias, a Prieſt, who had retired with dls 


children to a family eſtate at Modin, a learned 


pious and good man, zealous for the law of God 


was among the firſt who oppoſed the. progreſs of 
| this bloody perſecution; the overſeer and his 


guard, knowing his reſpeQabilty and influence 
were very urgent with him, and would fain have 
perſuaded him to acquieſce, but Mattathias in the 
kearing of all the People, cried out GS IE all- 


Mattathias, 4 Before Chritt 167, | 
Iz ET.  - 


4 pag ry ore II _—_ 
Aotbipe * _- Y SS 4 o_ SH 
abs — — no” _ bs ID - 2d. 
wes. _W ” 3 WE + = 
ws En: 18" Y _- 4 4 " 2g 
+ Canons, at oben eds oe oof ace þ -. * *s > - = 
page gens 


abs 
—_—_— 


- 
Gente 
> 
Aſs 7 API ne C - 
1 04 I 0 ACP 4 robe 


IIS” WRC 
TORAGS We obs Em) Ie rr ee 


_ 
m—— T- - 
= endow Arran ed edt 
_—— — — 


WO WT Bs nun WOT ene 
_— 


a 
aA oa Loot + 
65 ANI PRE itt. ads Rh WG ri 


I RR og SS OO EEE TT CENT 


( 60 ) 


no authority, no conſideration ſhould indace him, or 
his family to forſake the law of the God of Ifrael, 
they would walk in His covenant and obſerve His 


ordinances, the commands (he ſaid) of no King on 
earth ſhould force them to depart from their duty. 


Seeing at this inſtant, a Jew preſenting himſelf be. 


fore the heathen Altar, and worſhipping an Idol 
there ereQted, with a religious zeal, Mattathias 


_ ran up to the apoſtate and ſlew him; his ſons fired 


with the ſame ſpirit, with the reſolution and zeal of 


the Father, ſtabbed the Overſeer and all his men, 


overthrew the altar, and felled the Image to the 


' ground, crying out, follow, all ye who are zea- 
Jous for the law of God—follow, follow, Matta- 


thias colle&ing his own family, and all who would 
and dared to join him, fled away to the deſerts 
and mountains and there aſſembling, formed a 
little army, bold, reſolute, zealous and brave, 2 


The Syrian Monarch, ſeeing his orders not. 
thoroughly conformed toin Judza, marched thither 


in perſon to enforce their obſervance, and on this 
occaſion, happened the martyrdom of good Elea- 
zar, highly venerable and amiable, at ninety years 
of age, a Prieſt of great learning, probity and zeal 


for God, they led forth the good old man to the 


butchering ſcaffold, demanded from him a public 


" recantation, the proof they required was, his eat- 


Ing the ſwine's fleſh they brought him: with reſolute 
_ firmneſs 
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firmneſs and becoming reſentment, abhorring the 


baſeneſs and the inſult, the venerable Prieſt pre- 


-ferred the ſad alternative, a bloody and imme- 


diate execution. 


After Eleazar the ſeven heroic youths, all bro- 
thers, together with their mother, were ſtretched 
on- the rack, one after the other, enduring the 
moſt exquiſite torments, with a courage and 


firmneſs almoſt incredible, whilſt their highly 
ſpirited mother, diveſted of the weakneſs of her 
ſex, ſtood by each of her ſuffering. ſons, aſſuring 
him and inſpiring him with the glorious and near | 


proſpe& of an Immortal reward ; laſt of all, ſhe 


was herſelf ſacrificed to the Tyrant's fury, anddied 


with the ſame intrepidity - and reſolution with 
which ſhe had ſo Our inſpirited her ſons. 


4 


t After Antiocius's return to Syria, Matta- 
thias's party greatly increaſed, and as ſoon as 
they became powerful they left their faſtneſles, 
caves and rocks, took the field, courageouſly en- 


| tered the Cities, pulled down the Images and 


Heathen altars, cauſed the male children to be 
circumciſed, and put to death the Syrian officers, 
the ſoldiery, and their apoſtatifing countrymen ; 
after which they opened all the Synagogues, re- 


_ eſtabliſhed the Jewiſh worſhip, and the ſolemni- 


ties of Sacrifice. Mattathias quite worn out with 
the 


« expole your lives in its defence, there is a 


+ me bring back to your memory the zcal, in- 


« you will-not, you cannot fail of ſucceſs, My 


in a good old age expired, and they buried him : 


( 62 ) 
the fore fatigues, exertions and warfare he had 
undergone, aſſembled his ſons, and informed 


them God was puniſhing Judza for the pride, 
Sppreon and impiety of the People: . 


* But;” ſays he, * be ye; my ſons, valiant 
*« and zealous for the Law of the God of Iſrael, 


«c glorious reward annexed to perſeverance : Let 


< trepidity and ſpirit of your anceſtors, to ani- 
« mate your hope; and encourage you to a 
* fteady reliance on the power and the protec- 
« tion.of God.” Thus inſpired, my dear chil- 
«« dren, and thus courageous in the defence of 
* your Laws, your Liberties and your Religion, 


« Son Simon has ſhewed himſelf a man of con- 
&* ſummate wiſdom, follow his advice as a Father 
* and a Counſellor; Judas is well known for his 
* yalour and condudg, let him be your General, 
« head your army and lead you out to battle. 
« My valiant Sons, God Almighty proſper you 
«* and crown your valour vith glory, honour and 
ad ſucceſs.” ba, 


After this tender and affeRionate interview, 
this his laſt leave and dying advice, Mattathias 


at 


7 EL 8 


and cut off the Idolaters, and Apoſtates. 


new fortreſſes and garriſoned them. 


(63) 
at  Modin with his Anceſtors ; and all the faithful 
wept. 


Judas Maceatichs on the - Spit requeie! ant 
laſt direQtions of his Father, and the conſent 
and appointment of his brothers, took. on! him 
the command of the forces; and ereQed his 
ſtandard ; with diſtinguiſhed valbur he ed them 
forth to battle, both againſt the Syrian flea- 
then, and ſuch of their countrymen as Bad af 


ſented to their worſhip. Judas choſe for a Motts 


on his colours : "m6 


* Who is like to then ONg; the Gods,- 0 
" JEmnan. hs 


In Hebrew the initials of. the Teleehies make 
the word, Maccabees, His gallant troops con- 
fiſting of men reſolute and religious, grew every 
day more and more numerous, and quickly en- 
abled him to purſue the plan and wiſe intentions | 
of his Father, and he went round the cities of 
Judah, broke to pieces allthe idols and their altars, 
Judas 
ſet about repairing their fortifications, built ther 
After many 
fignal, and ſome glorious and moſt aſtoniſhing 


vietories, He drove. out the Syrians: from the 


©® Judas Maccabevs. £ Before Chriſt, WY 
city 
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M3 
city of Jeruſalem and FRY it: Heaps of rub- 
biſh covered the city; the ſanQuary had lain log 


_ deſolate ; the houſes, palaces, and even the op 


were burnt down, the, altars and holy, places pro- 


| faned or demoliſhed, and the grand area and 


court of the Sanftuary was over-run with briers, 


Judas and his men rent their cloaths, covered 


their heads with duſt, and filled the air with la- 


| mentations, and tokens of the livelieſt ſorrow. 


| Judas employed all hands, he ſet about cleanſing 
 andremoving the rubbiſh both trom the city and 


the temple, dedicating them all anew to the ſer- 


vice of God; He appointed the prieſts, cauſed a 
new altar to be erefted ; a golden table, an altar 


of incenſe, the golden candleſtick were each of 


them made and replaced, and He allotted all his. 


rich ſpoils, and dedicatedall his treaſures to the ſer- 
vice of the Temple. This ſolemn dedicationlaſted 
eight days, and was celebrated with great joy and 


illuminations atevery man's door the whole time ; 
whence it was called the Feaſt of Lights, and was an- 
_nually commemorated throughout the city. Judas 


governed the Jews with high ſpirit, magnanimity 
and good condutt ; he re-eſtabliſhed their religion, 
and advantaged the common wealth very greatly 
by a reſpeQful alliance with Rome : But aſter 


| having ſo bravely fought their battles, and en- 
countered with many difficulties and diſcourage- 


ments, 


( 3s ) 
ments, this virtuous and very gallant General was 
flain in the field of battle, reſolutely engaging 
with only eight hundred men, a moſt formidable 
army ; his own troops had on this occaſion de- 
ſerted him, and Judas ſword in hand died fight- 
' Ing for his country. Jonathgn and Simon his 
two brothers affeQionately mourned over a fate 
ſo unfortunate, and honourably buried him at 
Modin, in the ſepulchre of his Fathers. Under a 
government ſo threatened, amidſt dangers, and. 
alarm, thoſe of the Jews who {till retained a loye 
for their religion, and their country, aſſembled in 
a body, and ele&ed Jonathan their General, 
deſiring to fight under his ſtandard, and inveſted 
him with the authority and powers of his late 
brother. Jonathan! ſoon found himſelf at the 
head of a formidable party and a numerous 
= army, and by his bravery and good condud, he 
= cſtabliſhed himſelf and his government more and 
op more every day. 


SE 26 ett 


FI go 
ro SEEN 
da 


Ns = 


= 
as beds 5 OT 
IN] 


£5 LES - 
>; 
Fe 
k/ 
of 4 
22 
5 
oy > , S 
c £5 
$. Me 
65 a 
O b- F<. 
or LSIM 
ey, 
2, 
£ of A 
PE 94 
RY 


FE 


Ms 
58 
EIN 

<4 2M 
kD FM 
3: SR 
" by __ 
i 
(Nb 
SDS 
HY 
: , 
> eatY 
259d 
SL 
LY 
, 
L 


bo Fs: 
er. EN 


T4 A Civil War at this time broke out in Syria. 
1 Demetrius and Alexander were opponents ; both 
ET] Princes endeavoured to gain Jonathan over to 
Bi their } party. Alexander ſent his propoſals firſt, 
XZ He would appoint Jonathan to the dignity of 

the High-prieſthood, and diſtinguiſh him by the 
title of the King's F ciend, and he ordered him a 


? 
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( 66 ) 
purple robe, and a crown of gold, the enfigns of 
royalty. Demetrius reſolved to outbid Alexan- 
der and be offered much more, but that Mo- 
narch's known enmity to the Jews, the oppreſ-_ 
Hon and ſufferings they had already endured 
under him, madeyall his offers ſuſpeQed, Jona- 
than dared not truſt Demetrius, and therefore choſe 
to enter into a treaty with his opponent. Jona- 
than inveſted himſelf with the dignity of the High- 
prieſthood, and now for the firſt time put on the 
Pontifical Robes, after that high and ſacred of- 
fice had been wholly laid afide feven years, and 
for ſeveral deſcents it continued uninterrupedly 
In his family until the reign of Herod, when he 
_ Changed it from an office of inheritance to that 
of arbitrary will and pleaſure, and the High- 
prieſthood was ever afterwards ſo held till the 
total extintion and abolition of it by the de- 
 ftruQtion of the Temple by the Romans. 


Judas had ſome time before his death for- 
warded an Embaſſy to Rome ; he had heard of 
the growing power of the Senate, their high 
| proweſs and wiſe policy, and he made an ho- 
_ nourable and amicable alliance with them: In 
like manner, Jonathan after he had been ap- 
pointed his ſucceſſor, their General in a military 
_ capacity, and inveſted with the ſupreme autho- 


| rity of Church and State; He ſent ambaſſadors 
to 


"7 --P 
to Rome to renew the league ſubſiſting between 
' them. They were received by the Senate with 
honour, and moſt reſpe&fully ſent back to Je- 
ruſalem. After Jonathan had thus eſtabliſhed his 
Government and ſtrengthened all his intereſts at 
| home and abroad, He was baſely enſnared and 
betrayed: by treachery Jonathan was ſtrongly ſoli- 

citedto leave his Army, and with only a thouſand 
of his brave ſoldiers to enter the city of Ptole-. 
mais, quite unſuſpeing any ambuſh or fraud, 
Jonathan fell a facrifice to the arts and infinu- 
ations of a Syrian Tyrant, the highly artful Try- 
phon. Bloody, ſcheming, and ambitious Try phon 
ordered the gates of Ptolemais to be ſhut upon 
them, and every one of his men to be murdered. 
Jonathan himſelf was only ſpared until Tryphon 
| had treacherouſly obtained a large Sum for his 
Ranſom, as ſoon as ever the Meſſengers returned 
and he had got the money in his hands, Tryphon 
cruely cauſed Jonathan to be maſſacred. 


Jonathan had governed the Jews about ſeven- 
teen | years * as ſoon as the news of his baſe 
ſeizure and confinement, and the bloody ſlaughter 
of his brave troops had reached Jeruſalem, the. 
whole city was in an uproar; they every moment 
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expetted the perfidious murderer at their gates, 
aided by a Syrian army, and their-apoſtate coun- 
trymen ; under ſuch diſtraQion and high alarm 
they «plies for ſuccour - and deliverance tq 


Simon: | Simon was the only one of all the 


ſons of  Mattathias now left, in the exigency of 
the moment, they eleted Simon their General, 


| ſummoned a council, . inſtantly met and drew out 


his 'commiſſjon, as ſoon as ever it was ſigned, in a 


_ fpirited and manly ſpeech Simon thus _ 


wy COUrt—s = 


ES 


* You, my Countrymen, are not ignorant how 


F* bravely my Father, Brothers, and I myſelf have 


** fought in defence of our Laws and Religion, 
* qur Temple and qur. Nation ; they have ſacri- 
* ficed their - lives and fortune in that - glori- 
« ous cauſe; I, only I ſurvive to maintain it ; 


« God forbid I ſhould valye my life - at 


” higher price than they did. theirs: | Behold. 
© me then as willing, as ready as they to glo- 


«ry in the undertaking, to die in defence of 


 " Nation, our Temple, « our Wives and our 
di Children.” : | 


With loud: Huzzas the People all proclaimed 
him their Commander and General, and Simon | 


alumed me ſacred office and dignity of the 


 Prieſt- 


+8 


( ® ) 


Priethood ; Simon ſent and procured.the bones 
of Jonathan and the . bones. of | his -two ſons 
who had: been - murdered with . him, and. buried 
them in the ſepulchre of his anceſtors at-Modin, 
and eretted a ſtately: monument to their memory, 
As ſoon as poſſible Simon forwarded Ambaſſadors 
to Rome; and to ſuch other Courts, as were in al- 
liance with him, The Senate reſpeQfully ordered 
out the Tribunes, and a body of their citizens 16 
meet the Jewiſh Ambaſſadors as ſoon asthey came 
near the City, and they honourably received them, 


_ gave them an immediate audience, renewing the 
| league made. with his predeceſfors. The Senate 


ordered its ratification to be engraved on tables of 
braſs, had it carried along with them to- Jeruſalem, 
and Simon cauſed the inſtrument of Alliance pub- 
licly to be read before all the. People. The Ambaſ... 
fadors ſent to Lacedzmon and their other, Allies 
returned with authentic inſtruments of their rea» 
dineſs alſo, to ratifie all their former treaties with 
Jus,” AL 


The Prieſts, Elders, Magiſtrates and . People, 
held at this time a general convocation and afſem. 
bled at Jeruſalem; it was agreed at thisauguſt. 
meeting purpoſely convened, - that. the ſupreme. 
government of the Nation andthe dignity oof the 


High-ppieſthood f ſhould be both ze and confirm. 
ea 
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ed on Simon and on his poſterity after him, thus 
| heroic ations of his anceſtors, and Simon's good 


In grateful acknowledgement for all which the 
Heads, Chiefs and Elders of Ifrael, conſtituted 


among the ſacred archives and records of Judza, 


who were ſovereign Pontiffs and ſovereign Princes 


He conſulted for its ſecurity, repaired the fortreſſes 


' provided himſelf with magnificent apartments for 


his fon John (afterwards named Hyrcan) well 


( 70.) 


making them hereditary in his family ; a Public in- 
ftrument was drawn out and ſigned, wherein the 


deeds were recognized and honourably mentioned, 


and elefted him their Prince and High Prieſt, both 
which dignities were by this national Charter to 
deſcend to his poſtertty, A copy of the att was en- 
graven on braſs, and hung up in the Santtuary, the. 
original depoſited in the treaſury of the Temple, 


Simon took on him the ſtate, ſtile and authority 
of Prince as well as High-Prieſt, and both digni- 
ties became henceforward hereditary in his family, 


of the Jewiſh Nation, Being thus eſtabliſhed in 
the independent ſovereignty of Judza, Simon {et 
out on a general circuit throughout his Kingdom, 


and built many new ones, he fortified the walls, 


all his houſehold and family, and made Jeruſalem 
his place of refidence and where he kept his court ; 


{killed in military prowels, valiant and brave, he 
appointed 


{#1 
appointed Captain-general over all the forces of 
Judza. 


Simon maintained his Government and high 
dignities eight years, At this time he ſet out on 
another tour, a progreſs through: the cities of Ju- 
dah, in order to regulate whatever he found amils, 
and provide for the comfort and ſeeurity of all his 
people ; two of his ſons Judas and Mattathias ac- 
companied him, at the gates of the City of Jericho, 
they were met by Ptolemy the Governor; Ptote- 
my had married his daughter, and he dutifully and 
reſpeAfully invited them to the Caſtle, where te 
had ordered an entertainment. Simon andhis IN 
ſons pleaſed with his courteſy and ſuſpeRing no 
evil, readily accepted his invitation, and they 
all drove up to the Governor's apartments, Ptole- 
my had perfidiouſly lain a plan for the goveru- | 
ment of Judza, ambitious and vain he had for 
this purpoſe concerted all his ſchemes with the 
court of Syria, in order to accompliſh which, he 
plotted the deſtruQion of his Father-in-law, and 
both his ſons, moſt inhumanly after dinner when 
his gueſts were in high joy, and in the midſt of 
their carouſals, he brought forth his murderers, 
whom he had ſecreted, and aſſaſſinated all three, 
while they were {till fitting at the banquet, The 
| young Governor then Inſtantly ain a party 


1 to. 


ors, John was with open arms received, whillt the 


A ©) 
t6 Gazara, the refidence of John, who was Cops | 
tain-general of the forces of Judza, in order to' 
murder him; but John had luckily received time- 
Iy notice of what' had been done at Tericho, and 
he courageouſly ſallied out on the party, and cut 
them all to Pans. _ 


John -on ſeeing his danger ſet off inftantly and 
made the beſt of his way to Jeraſalem'; young 
Ptolemy (Governor of Jericho) arrived as ſoon 
as He, and they both preſented themſelves at dif- 
ferent gates, and demanded admittance, From 
the high reſpe@ they bore the Father and Anceſt- 


mugderer of Simon and the two young Princes 


had the mortification of being repulſed with all 
his bloody followers. 


Affumitig now the name of Hyrcan, John 
was publicly proclaimed Prince of Judza, and 
High-Prieft in his Father's ſtead, He headed his 
army, fortified himſelf on the mountain near the 
Temple, and provided for his own ſafety and his 
People's. Ptolemy chagrined and ſorely diſape 
pointed returned back with his army, and laid all 
Hig ſufferings and diſgrace before the court of 
Syria, Thus was the city of Jeruſalem and the 


John Hyrcan, ; | | 
Teniple 


4 © 

Temple happily preſerved, and peace reſtored in 
the moment of danger, conſternation and alarm, 
 Hyrcan aſſumed the ſtile of Prince and the dig-_ 
nity of the High-prieſthood, and employed his 
utmoſt care, wiſdom, and diligence in providing 
for the ſafety and eſtabliſhing the peace and hap- 
pineſs of the Nation. In the eighth year of his 
ſovereignty Hyrcan ſent an embaſſy to Rome, 
| to renew the league made with Simon his Father, 
the Senate reſpe&@fully complied, received the 
Jewiſh Ambaſſadors with honour, ordered their 
expences to be paid from. their own treaſury, and 
they gave them honourary letters of recommen-. 
dation to all the States through which they were 
to paſs, Hyrcan f and all his Court were ſo. 
pleaſed with the politeneſs of the Senate, and 
the honours they had done them, that they 
ſent another embaſly the year following, returned 
them thanks, and preſented them with a magnifi- 
cent cup and a ſhield of gold of great value ; 
the Senate graciouſly accepted both preſents, ra- 
tified and confirmed to the Jews their privildges, 
and the league of amity and alliance, before 


granted, and airegdy recorded in the archieves 
of Rome. 


Hire \ was thus 764 eſtabliſhed and ſettled 


\$ 127, 
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(4) 


irt his dominions, whilſt his two powerful neighs | 


bours Syria and Egypt were diftracted with broils 
at home, and war abroad. Having added Saw 
maria and Galilee, to the territories of Judah, 

the Jewiſh Prince became more and more for- 
Midable, and he kept poſſeſſion of both as long 
as he lived. Hyrcan's Wiſdom and Prudence 
in Council at home, and his Bravery and Con- 
queſts abroad diſtingutſhingly honoured and fig- 
nalized his Reign. The Common-wealth and the 


Jewiſh Religion recovered their glory more at this 


period than at any other fince their Captivity and 
return from Babylon. Three high and fignal digni- 


ties were all, at one and the ſame time enjoyed by 


Hyrcan, Royalty—the Prieſt-hood—and the gift 
of Prophecy, and he retained them nine and 
twenty years. This Prince was ſo exceſſively 
fond of his two eldeſt ſons, he avoided naming 
either his Succeſſor. His third fon, Alexander, 
he took a diſlike to, in a Viſion, Hyrean ſaid, 
this ſon had beer pointed out to him as the 


one, who would ſucceed to his Government, 
| but Hyrcan never took one ſtep to prevent his 


ſupplanting his elder brothers: Heleft indeed 
five ſons, Ariſtobulus, Antigonus, Alexander, a | 
fourth unknown and un-namand, and Abſalom who 
was his youngeſt. In the latter end of his life, 
this amiable Prince was molt inſolently and mali- 


ciouſly 


(75) 


cioufly treated by the haughty Phariſees, a ſe he 
had honoured and highly favoured, but on their 


growing ſo arrogant, aſpiring and mutinous, Hyr- 


can totally deſerted their party and refuſed to 
meet them, much civil commotion and troubles 
his ſhyneſs occaſioned, and Hyrcan died the year 
after they had begun, many inſults he bore, and 


many ſufferings he endured which embittered his 


life, and very probably ſhortened it, 


According to the Jewiſh Law eſtabliſhed by 
Moſes, Ariſtobulus as his eldeſt ſon aſſumed his 


Father's dignities and government, but he lived 
In a habit of ſo much love and friendſhip with his 
brother Antigonus, that he admitted him from the 


al. a 
LSE 


| firſt to ſhare the Government with him. The 


other three brothers, Ariſftobulus commanded to 
be kept cloſe priſoners, Hyrcan's widow at this 
' time preſented a petition and ſent a meſſage to her 

ſon, informing him, by the will of his Father ſhe 
had been appointed to the Sovereignty, upon 
which meſſage, Ariſtobulus cauſed his mother to 


be immediately ſent under a guard into confine. 


ment, and ſhe was there cruelly ſtarved to death, 


Anketetcs famed the title of King and he 
yore a royal Ham, 


109, Ariſtohulus, IO7, 
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ed them into Iturea, waſting all the country and 


Jealous of his brother Antigonus, and they fe- 
_ cretly excited a like jealouſy in the King, and 
my to Jeruſalem, he immediately marched on to 
his guards and without ſtaying even to take 
off his armour, piouſly to return thanks to God 


for his ſucceſſes, and offer up his prayers and 


| dut and warlke dreſs, were repreſented to the 


meſſage to his brother deſiring to ſee him in his 


(99 
As ſoon as he had eſtabliſhed his houſchold and 
family concerns, He headed his army and march- 


and laying ſiege to its cities. It happenc in the 
midſt, of his viQories and ſucceſſes's, Ariitobulus 
was taken ill, and obliged to be brought back in 
a litter to Jeruſalem, his brother Antigonus was 
left behind to complete the conqueſt, of | the 
Province : the King's ſickneſs grew worſe, and 
appeared to threaten his life, his Courtiers were 


among the firſt who ſtudiouſly fomented it was | 
the Queen. On Antigonus's return with his ar- 


the Temple in martial array, accompanied with 


vows for his brother's recovery : Antigonus's con- 
fick King as an attempt upon his government, 


and even on his life, too eafily he gave credit to 
the rumour and ſuſpicion, and the King ſent a 


bed- 


"Y F Y * \ 
+ s Tom 4a ) 
pF. 4 ge \. 2+. Soy £8 - 
RS pak a I WE ISI LATE 
» WY IE” Ae; $8 ae 0 OS, THe 
THESE IA ABA Sen 


1. 100 
bed-chamber, but requeſted him firſt of all to 
take off his armour, he laid ſo- great a ſtreſs on 


this requeſt, as to inform Antigonus an omiſſion 
in this point would be imputed to him as treaſon. 


After this expreſs command, and the meſſen- 
gers were returned, the Queen ſat down and 
wrote him a letter, that the King baving juſt then 
been told of the clegance and beauty of his ar- 
mour, his Majeſty had altered his mind, and now 
was waiting to ſee him before he pulled his ar- 
mour off, or changed any part of his dreſs. In 


paſling through the gallery to the King's bed- 


chamber the guards ſlew Antigonus. The afla- 
{ination moſt violently agitated the King, He was 


ſoon made acquainted with the circumſtances, 


and undeceived about them, Ariſtobulus refleQed 


"with the keeneſt remorſe, both on his brother's 


death, and on the ftill more cruel murder of his 
Mother : the bitter anguiſh, hurry and diſtraQi- 
on brought on a vomiting of blood, in carrying 
out the baſon with the blood acroſs the gallery the 

baſon was broke and the blood was mixed Gere 


the yet ſtreaming blood of his brother. Ariſto. 
| bulus on hearing a buſtle was informed of the ac- 
eident and he very. ſoon after expired. 


The 


. 


IWF; - 
The Ouecen inſtantly ſent to the priſon and re- 

leaſed his brother Alexander, and caufed him im— 

mediately to be proclaimed and enthroned. 


Alexander's reign began with ſigning the ſen- 
tence for the execution of his fourth brother, he 
was accuſed and ſuſpeed of ſome treaſonable 
attempt upon the government. 


| Abfolom the youngeſt no doubt intimidated by 
ſuch ſeverity, expreſſed his being contented to 
lead a private life, and he was taken under the 
proteQion of the King as long as he hved. 


Alexander was a ſpirited, very ſubtle and 
warlike Prince, The troubles of Syria ſtill ſub- 
fiſted, inteſtine broils diſtracted the Empire» 


two contending brothers diſputed for ſupremacy, 


Alexander availed himſelf of their quarrel, and 
He marched a powerful army to Ptolemais, but he 


was not ſucceſsful, for hearing his own kingdom 


was threatened and in danger, he was forced to 
return back in order to prote& it. 


Alexander afterwards led his forces acroſs the 


river Jordan, and he took the fortreſs of Gadara 


and ſome valuable towns and fortreſſes about it* 


Befoxe Chriſt 105, Alexander. 
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( )- 
The Phariſees at this time grew more and more 
tumultuous, and. they occaſioned him a great 
deal of trouble ; inviduous and turbulent, they 
were exaſperating all the People againſt their 
Prince, and while Alexander was officiating in 


his holy fun&ion and in his Pontifical robes, on 


a high feſtival, they pelted ſtones at him in the 


- Temple ; inſults ſo impious and at ſuch a ſeaſon 


occaſioned an univerſal riot and confuſion. Alex- 
ander inſtantly ſuſpended the ceremonies, He 


aſſumed the General and all his wonted ſpirit; He _ 
ordered in his Guards, and before he could quell 


the tumult, rio leſs than fix thouſand of his Peo- 
ple were flain. A genius ſo warlike kept Alex- 


| der always in full employ, and principally from 


home. He was highly ſucceſsful. in his arms, 


obtained many glorious and very ſignal Vic- 


tories, and often returned in triumph to Jeru- 


ſalem amidſt the loudeſt acclamations of his Peo-. 
ple. Atlength, having leſs to do, Alexander 
ſunk into debauchery and drinking, an obſtinate 


quartan ague was by this means brought on, and 
it never left him as long as he lived; totally 
exhauſted with fatigue, diſeaſe and intemperance, 


and yet from his love of arms, even at this time, 
encamped before the Caſtle of Regada, to which 
| ke had laid clole hege, Alexander died in the 


Camp, 
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Camp, in the twenty-ſeventh year of his reign, 
and the forty-ninth of his age. He left two 
ſons Hyrcan and Ariſtobulus, but by his Will he 
bequeathed his Government to his wife Alex- 
andra during her life, and afterwards to the 
fon ſhe ſhould then MAKE choice of. 


Alliances} in a flood of tears expreſſed to her 


dying Huſband her juſt dread and apprehen- 


tions from the Phariſees, and they were a very 
powerful ſe& at that time in Jeruſalem: Alexander 
liſtened to her with great emotion, and he em- 


ployed his laſt moments in contriving the moſt. 


falutary expedient for removing them: after he 


\ had thought on the ſubje&, Alexander told her, 


© You are not unacquainted with the cauſe of 
' our mutual enmity, I am well aware your ſecu- 
rity and happineſs, when I am dead, muſt riſe 
or fall, as you make them your friends or foes . 
I adviſe you therefore to keep my death a ſe- 
cret from the army, *till they have taken the 
« Fort—then lead them in triumph to Jeruſalem 
* —carry my body with you, and as ſoon as you 
« come thither, aſſemble the Heads and PrinCl= 
pal Leaders of the SeQ, and lay it before them, 
tell them you ſubmit it wholly to them, after 
the injuries it had done them, to give it buria} 
or call It 1gnominiouſly on the high-ways; as 
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« for your part, you are devoted to them, they 
ſhall always be your firſt adviſers, at the head 
« of your council, you will do nothing without 
« their conſent and approbation, begin inſtantly 
« ſhewing them ſome marks of your favour and 
** friendſhip, upon which they will order my bo- 
« dy a royal burial, and ſupport you and your 
* {ons 1n the peaceful enjoyment of the kingdom. 


Upon this wiſeadviceand Alexander's laſt direQi- 
ons Alexandra aflumed the Government, ingratia- 
ted herſelf with that powerful ſet, enliſted under 


their banner, and ſhe inveſted Hyrcan her eldeſt 


fon with the High-prieſthood. 


Alexandra reigned nine years, and died in the. 
ſeventy-third year of her age, leaving by will 


the whole Government to the High Prieſt. 
Ariſtobulus, the youngeſt ſon, from the death 
of his Mother, refolved to oppoſe his brother 


Hyrcan; He ſet up his ſtandard, headed a for- 
midable army, and marched them to the Plain 


of Jericho; a moſt deſperate battle was here 


ſought, and almoſt all of Hyrcan's forces that re- 
mained went over to Ariſtobulus, Hyrcan had 
enly time to fly to Jeruſalem; he here ſhut him- 
Telf up with a ſmall Party in the Citadel, and was 
Before Chriſt 79, Alexandra, Hyrcan the Second , 


Before Chriſt 6g, Ariſtobulus the Second. 
Vo. | M glad 


4- 8 ) 
glad to accept of any terms and offers of Peace 
he could procure. | 


Ariſtobulus diveſted him immediately both of 
his Regal and Pontifical dignities, commanding 
him to reſign them up to him, and retire to a dil. 
| tance from the capital and a private ſtation. 
Hyrcan had only poſſeſſed his royalties three 
months, and he was under the neceſſity of giving 
up without more oppoſition and delay, what he 
Found it totally impratticable to retain. 


Ariſtobulus thus aſcended the throne of his 


Father, but he enjoyed its honours very little, 
| nor indeed the government long. Antipater 


father of Herod, who had been appointed to the 


government of Idumea, very ſoon after this, 
brought Aretas into Judza. Aretas was an Ara- 
bian Prince, and he headed an army of five thou- 


 ſandmen toeſpouſle the cauſe and intereſts of Hyr- 
can; Ariſtobulus colleCting all his forces, marched 


out to meet him, a moſt obſtinate battle enſued, 
but ViQtory was declared for Aretas, Ariſtobulus, 
' totally defeated, fled for refuge to Jeruſalem, 
_ cloſely purſued by Aretas, who entered the Me- 
tropolis without oppoſition, and drove him- into 


the Temple, to which he laid cloſe fiege, and 


ſurrounded it with his army, Al] Jeruſalem de- 


clared tor the conqueror, 
'Arilſto« 
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Ariflabalue thus totally forſaken and blocked 


_ up, was compelled to have recourſe to the Romans 


The two brothers Hyrcan and Ariſtobulus appli- 
ed both at the ſame time to Scaurus the Roman 


General, and they beth of them offered him a 


bribe of four hundred talents; Scaurus declared 
for Ariſtobulus, and he wrote a letter to Are- 
tas, the Arabian Prince, commanding him 
to withdraw his troops inſtantly from Jeruſalem 
or Pompey (he ſaid) would march his army 
againſt him, and publicly proclaim Arabia, the 
Enemy of Rome. Aretas not daring to provoke 


a Roman General, led his troops out of Judza, 


upon which Scaurus marched on with his army to 
Damaſcus. 


Ariſtobulus thus timely relieved, aſſembled all 


the forces he could raiſe and purſued Aretas, 


he overtook him and his brother Hyrcan, and 
obtained a complete vittory, killed ſeven thou- 
ſand of their troops, and amongſt them a Gene-= 
ral-officer, brother to Antipater. It was ſoon. 


after this, that Pompey marched himſelf with his 
army to Damaſcus. 


———DODn2—_— 


To grace and honour a Roman Chief, Pom- 
 pey was here reſpeafully met by the Ambaſſadors 
from all the neighbouring ſtates, Judza, Syria | 
and Egypt, and during this excurſion no leſs than 
_ twelve Kings came in perſon, courtcouſly to pay 
Mz. po. his 
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_ entered Arabia, marched his troops up to Petra, 


welthtgncs ng At on ARA ot <a reter DA. . 


releaſe and Pompey with the Roman army return- 


| Ariſtobulus had there fortified himſelf, and ſhut 
himſelf up. The Roman Chief inſtantly marched 


( 84 ) 

him homage. Pompey had been informed of the 
_ competition between the two brothers, and He 
commanded Hyrcan and Ariſtobulus both to ap- 
pear before him. A court was convened, bejorc: 
which, each brother pleaded his own right to the 
Jewiſh Republic. Pompey was ſetting out on an 
_ expedition againſt Arabia, he declined therefore 
deciding 1 in favour of either until his return. 


| Aretas, the Arkblon Prince, had in ſome in- 
ſtance negleQed to pay due honour to the Ro- 
man arms, but he way highly alarmed as foon as | 
ever he ſaw them at- his doors. Aretas on the 
frontiers of his kingdom ſubmiſſively met Pom- 
pey and paid him homage, notwithſtanding his 
reſpeaful ſubjeQion, in martial array Pompey 


took poſſeſſion of the capital, and placed a Ro- 
man guard over the King, afterwards on his re- 
newed offers of ſubmiſſion, and aſffenting fully to 
the terms of the Conqueror, Aretas obtained his 


ed back to Damaſcus. The news of Ariſtobu- 
lus's revolt and oppoſition was here told to Pom- 
pey : while He was in Arabia, the Jewiſh Prince 
had left Damaſcus, he was returned to Judza : 


his army againſt him, and entered Judza : Arif”. 
BY tobulus 
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tobulus was poſted at the entrance in a fortreſs of 
immenſe ſtrength—Pompey commanded him down, 
the King's friends, highly awed, perſuaded him to 
obey —He did ſo. —Atlmitted to an audience, He 


| held a converſation with Pompey, after which Ariſ- 


tobulus was told he might go back to his fortreſs, 
Several parleys were afterwards afſented to 
in hopes of inducing Pompey to decide in_ 
his favour, but Ariſtobulus grew ſuſpicious, and 
he carefully garriſoned all his ſtrong places and 


Prepared for a vigorous defence, Pompey learned 


what he had been doing, obtained another meet- 
ing, and obliged him to put all thoſe ſtrong Holds 
by way of ſequeſtration into his hands, and he. 
compelled him inſtantly to ſign orders for ſo. 
doing, to all his Governors, and the Keepers of 


thoſe fortreſſes. Alarmed, incenſed, diſpirited, 


Ariſtobulus haſted to Jeruſalem ; Pompey fol- 
lowed cloſe at his heels, he encamped his army at 
Jericho, and then marched forward to the capital. 
Ariſtobulus came out ſubmiſſively to meet Pom- 
pey, and made him an offer of an immenſe ſum 
of money: His offer was accepted, and while 
Ariſtobulus was yet with bim, Pompey {ent Ga- 
binius, his Lieutenant-general with a-proper guard 
to receive the money. On his approach to the 


- City gates, He found them ſhut, and Gabinius | 


was told from the walls, the citizens would not 
Ex TS aſſent 
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- to the City-gates; a diviſion within weakned all 
S Hyrcan's party at length prevailed, and threw 


them open; the adherents to Ariſtobulus retreated 
and fortified themſelves in the Tempic, and on 


out three months againſt them all; at length a 
enough for an aflault; the place was taken ſword 
| his General-officers now entered the Temple, and 
' what to a pious Jew appeared moſt ſacrilegious, 
on the golden Table for the ſhew bread, the Can- 
golden veſſels and all the rich perfumes, but in-_ 


Tpired with a ſacred awe, and the ſolemnities of 
the place, he did not even touch any one of 


ple, and on the very next day its uſual ſervices 


( 36 ) 
aſſent to the agreement, Pompey ordered Ariſto- 
bulus in irons ; with his whole army He advanced 


its powers ; two oppoſite parties contending ; 


Mount Moriah, Pompey and his guards, and 
his whole army marched through the City and 
laid cloſe hege to the Temple : 'The place held 


huge Tower wasthrown down, and ſo great a part 
of the wall fell with it, a breach was made large 


in hand, but ſo bloody the ſlaughter that more 
than twelve thouſand were ſlain, Pompey and 
even the Holy of Holies: He caſt a curious eye 


dleftick, the magnificent Cenſers, lamps, and other 


them: To make them all the amends in his 
power, Pompey ordered them to purify the Tem- 


were 


(8%) 


were reſumed, Thus an end was put to the 
bloody quarrel and contention of the two bro- 
thers. Pompey ordered the city-walls to be de- 
moliſhed, He re-eſtabliſhed Hyrcan on the 
Jewiſh throne, and impoſed on him an annual 
tribute to Rome. 


Ariſtobulus and his two' ſons were ſent under 
a guard to the Roman camp, to add to the high 
| honours and glory of his triumph, A decree was | 
afterwards made by the Senate, in favour of 
Hyrean, aſligning to him and his poſterity the 
High-prieſthood and Sovereignty of Judza, and 
at the ſame time Antipater was appointed to a 
high office in the Government, called Procurator : 
2 Hyrcan the following year ſent to Rome and pre- 
ſented a petition to the Senate requeſting leave 
to rebuild the walls of Jeruſalem, and it was im- 
mediateſy granted him, _ 


Thus Hyrcan preſided over Judza, till 'a total 
change ſome time after took place in the Govern- 
ment. By authority from the Senate, Gabinius a 
Roman General entered Judza with his army, 
and demoliſhed ſome of its ſtrongeſt fortreſſes. to 
Prevent hereby the means and power of a future 
' Tevolt ; Gabinius after this divided the province 


Before Chriſt 63, Hyrcan the Second Reſtored, 


into 


Ss. 
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into five diſtrifts, and ereQed a court of judi- 
cature in each: Jeruſalem, Gadara, Amath, Je- 


richo and Sephoris in Galilee, An Ariſtocracy 
| was thus eſtabliſhed, and the Jews hereby brought. 
' totally under ſubjettion to the Romans, Hyrcan 
_ was continued by the appointment of the Senate 
| In the ſacred office and dignity of the Prieſthood. | 


\ 


Craſſus, a Roman General, was now ſent from 
Rome to ſucceed Gabinius as Governor of Judza: 
A ſtanding army was eſtabliſhed, and the Roman 


Arms preſerved the Country in profound peace. 


The ruling paſſion of Craflus the new Governor 
was avarice, and the firſt exerciſe of his Authority 


was a high indulgence and gratification of it. 


Craſſus plundered the Temple and carried off the 
ſolid beams of gold, magnificent veſlels, utenſils 


and golden tables, and they amounted to more, 


than two million of our money. Craſſus ſoon 
after marched his army from hence to Partkia, 


where he loſt his life ; and Caffius another Roman 


General, at that time in Syria was commiſſioned to 
colleft all of the Roman army that was diſperſed 


throughout that Empire and to march with them 


into Judza and ſucceed Craſſus in his Govern- 
ment, 


| Before Chriſt 54. Craſſus. Caflius; 
| Three 


23, ou. 
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Three years after this Julius Czſar aſſumed 


_ the Sovereignty of Rome, and a civil war ſoon 
_enſuing, when Czſar and Pompey were com- 


petitors, the Jews had a little time to recruit 
themſelves; the General appointed by the Senate 
to command that part of their army employed in 
Syria and Judza, had been highly ſucceſsful in 
all his expeditions, and he wrote to Rome an ac- 


count of his vittories, candidly attributing the 


glory of his ſucceſſes to Antipater's information 


bravery and good condut ; in all his letters both 


to Czfſar and the Senate, he never failed to pafs 
the greateſt encomiums on the Jewiſh Commander, 


Upon this Czſar conſtituted Antipater a Citi. 


zen of Rome, Lieutenant and - Procurator of 
 Judza; and when the Emperor viſited Teruſfalem, 
Antipater uſed his utmoſt efforts to recon- 


cile the minds of the People to the new Govern- 
ment, highly extolling the Emperor, the grandeur 


and amazing power of the Empire, exhorting the 


Jews to a prudent and cheerful ſubmifſion and 


obedience: for ROME (he laid) Wow OY 
ve obeyed. 
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"T H E many and fignal Services' of An- 
tipater, and the Aſſiſtance he, from time to 
time, had given the Roman Army, when ſtationed 
in Syria and Judza, gained him much reſpe& and 
attrafted the notice of the Senate, who voted 
him the freedom of their City, inveſting the 
Jewiſh Commander with the honours and privi- 
leges of a Roman Citizen, 


Herod 


NEE RR I i OS, 
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Herod his youngeſt Son was firſt promoted 
zo the Tzrrancny of Galilee, and alterwards 
obtained an appointment in Czle-Syria, and a_ 
promiſe of the Government of Judaa. 8 


While Rome was engaged in domeſtic quar- 
rels and the Triumvirs were contending for Em- 
pire, more particularly during the commotions 
and civil diſcord among the friends of Mark 
Antony and O&avianus, Fulvia (his Wiſe) died | 


and Antony. put a ſtop to all further differences 
by marrying OQavia. Theſe Nuptials were cele- 


brated at Rome with great Splendour and Magni- 


licence, 


It was ſoon after, that Judza again became 
2 Scene of hloodſhed and diſtrattion. The Su- 
preme Authority had been as yet chiefly veſted 


in the High-Prieft. Pacorus, Prince of Parthia, | 


entered into a convention with Antigonus, a 
younger Son of Ariſtobulus, who was now laying 


his claim and contending for the Jewiſh Crown. 


Antigonus promiſed the young Prince, in caſe 
he ſettled him in the Government and reſtored 
him to the Throne of his Father, a reward of 
a thouſand Talents, and to inſpire the youthful 
Hero and his party, with zeal and eallantry, he 
offered to preſent to Parthia five hundred of the 


jalreſt of the Jewiſh Women, .” | 
N 3 Ag 


; 
” 


 gonus ſet about railing an Army and was joined 


the two Armies ſurrounded the Citadel, took pol. 
| Maſters of Jeruſalem, Hyrean the High-Prieft 


away by night, and brought off with him his 
Mother, and Siſter and all his Family, together 
with {ſuch of his efletts as he could carry with him, 


they all made the beſt of their way to Maſſada, an 


would afford him no refuge or aſſiſtance whatever, 


[98-7 


As ſoon as this Agreement was ratified, Anti. 


WES 


by Pacorus himſelf, at the Head of the Parthians, 


ſeſſion of the Palace, by force of Arms and partly 
by bribes and treachery (at length) they became 
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and Phaſael (a Brother of Herod's) they loaded 
with irons, and Herod to avoid a like fate, ſtole 


and a part of the Army under his command, 


almoſt impregnable Caſtle and the ſtrongeſt Fortreſs 
in the Kirigdom, there Herod ſecured his trea- 
ſures and placed his Family, he furniſhed the 
Garriſon with ammunition and implements of 
War, laid in a ſtore of Proviſion for ſeveral 
months, appointed his Brother Joſeph Governor, 
and left him with eight hundred Men to defend it. 
Herod with the remainder of his followers fled 
from hence to Petra, Metropolis of Arabia, but 
Malchus the Arabian Prince, although his friend, 


the King even ſent Meſſengers to meet him, 
commanding Herod to quit the Country with 
all his Party, alledging that Parthia had forbad 
his receiying theni or admitting their ſtay. 

| On 


(WW ) 


On this diſappointment, Herod was urnides a 


neceſſity of diſmiſſing many of his men, and he 
now made the beſt of his way for Egypt, at 
 Rhinocorura the ſad news was brought him of 


the death of his Brother Phaſael, who knowing 
his ſentence and fate to be determined on, in 


order to prevent the horror and diſgrace of a_ 
publick execution, Phaſael the night before, beat 
_ out his own brains againſt the Priſon wall. 


Herod proceeded on to Peluſium, and thence 


to Alexandria, where he embarked on board a 
veſſel, and failed by the way of Rhodes and 
Branduſhum to Rome, 


% Immediately ON bis arrival, Herod waited on 


04 Mark Antony and then on ORavianus. He in- 


formed them both of the ſad diſtraQions of the 


Jewiſh State, of the Parthian Army, and the 


invaſion and revolution in Jeruſalem. A remem=- 


brance of his Father's ſervices and friendſhip, 
and a large ſum of money which he offered, ſo 


won upon them both, that they frankly promiſed 
him their intereſt and affiſtance. Mark Antony 
eſpouled his cauſe much more warmly than 


| Herod ever expetted, or even once thought off, 


he only meant to ſolicit the Government for 


 Ariſtobulus, a very young Prince, the Brother 


of 


«22 . 
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of his beloved SERFIOUIRE, and a Grandſon of 
Hyrcan's. 

Antony convened a Senate, to which he gave 
orders that Herod ſhould be introduced, and 


_ contrived to have him led into Court between 
 Meflala and Atratinus, two Noble Senators of 


Rome and their firſt Orators. In a ſtudied and. 
graceful ſpeech, they opened the Jewiſh cauſe, 
by recognizing the friendſhip, bravery, the many 


and eminent ſervices of Antipater and his Fa- 


mily, and degradingly contraſting them with their 
Rival, repreſenting Antigonus as a Uſurper | 


ſeditious and turbulent, an avowed Enemy to 


Rome, and he had accepted the Jewiſh Crown 


from Parthia. 


After an eloquent and ſpirited harangue Anti- 
eonus, at this very meeting, was declared and 
publickly voted an Enemy to Rome, and 
Herod by the unanimous voice of the Senate was 


 elefted King of Judza. A decree was inſtantly 


made out, paſſed the uſual forms, was entercd on 


_ their regiſter and depoſited in the Archieves of 


the State. 


Herod, King of Judza; with bis laurel Crown, 


between Mark Antony and OtQtavianus, in 


Sovereignty and Majeſty was condufted to the 
| Palace 
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7 
Palace, followed by the Tribunes, the Conſuls 
and Senators of Rome, and Antony feaſted the' 
Court with great munificence and ſplendour. 


Thus Herod became inveſted with Royalty, 


| and ſeven days after his inauguration, he ſet out 


on his return, and ſailed with all his party from 
Branduſium to Ptolemais, 


Ventidius, the Roman General ationed ts 


| Syria, had marched with his Army into Judza 
and drove out the Parthians, after which he en- 


camped in the neighbourhood of Jeruſalem, and 
there accepted a bribe from Antigonus. Herod, 


ſoon after' his landing and making known his 
| honours, raiſed a powerful Army at Ptolemais, 


all Galilee repaired to the ſtandard of Herod ; 
the King ſoon found himſelf ſtrong enough to 


- march againſt Antigonus, and relieve Maſfſada, to 
which he had lain cloſe ſiege. 


On Herod's 
arrival they abandoned the Fortreſs, and the 
Jewiſh Prince was moſt joyfully received by his 
Family. From hence Herod marched his Army 


into Samaria and ſoon after conſummated his 
marriage with Mariamne, to whom he had been 
_betrothed four years before; a Princeſs of ex- 
_ quiſite beauty, amiable accompliſhments and the 


moſt exalted virtues, the Daughter of Alexandra | 


and wh ans, aan to Hyrcan, 
By 


(96) 


By this time Mark Antony's letters from Rome 


| Fad reached Ventidius with expreſs orders, and 


the commands of the Senate, to aſſiſt the Jewiſh 
King with all his Forces. Herod's own Army 
every day encreaſed, and he was reſolute and 


courageous enough to march them againſt Jeruſa- | 
lem. Herod encamped with his Army and fat 


down before it, but his moſt vigorous efforts 
failed him, and Herod here endured a harraſling 


| and tedious diſappointment; at length (on. the 
King's requeſt) Antony diſpatched Macherus, 


another General Ofhcer, with two Legions and 
a Body of Cavalry to his aſſiſtance, notwithſtand- 


ing all which, it was the year following, and | 


after ſo cloſe a ſiege as to occaſion a famine, that 
Herod's Army, together with the Roman, effetted 


a breach in the walls and took the firong Hold of 


Jeruſalem by ſtor M. 


| The Roman Soldiers furiouſly ruſhed into the 
_ City, plundering and ravaging with a moſt terrible 
and bloody ſlaughter. Herod uſed every means 
in his power to oppoſe it, and at laſt told the 


Roman General, if the butchery was not put a 
ffop to, Rome would make” him King of a Wil- 
derneſs, and his ſucceſs would prove his greateſt | 


miſery; but the City had been taken by aſſault, 
and the, Roman General ſaid, he did not know 


boy to forbid it, Herod was under the neceſlity 


of 
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of bribing them largely to deſiſt, and with the 
_ utmoſt difficulty and exertion of his power and | 
influence, he did at latt 5 PPu97 put an end to the 

.carnage. 


The fiege had laſted fix months, Antigonus 
toaded with heavy chains was led away under 
'a Roman Guard, and by Socius a General 
| Officer delivered up to Antony. Mark Antony 
was very defirous of reſerving the depoſed 
Prince to grace the honours of his triumph, but 
Herod, fearing every thing from a Rival, un- 
weariedly kept petitioning his death, and at 
laſt by the offer of a large bribe prevailed on the 
Roman Chief to paſs ſentence on Antigonus, and 
he ordered him out to an Ignomintous and ſhame- 
ful execution; this young Prince was treated as a 
private criminal, ſent to Antioch, there tied to a 
whipping poſt, publickly, and diſgraceſully 
laſhed, and afterwards beheaded. 

By . contempt, and ſuch an. unprecedemed _ 
mode of puniſhing a Crowned head, Antony 
intended to render the memory of this Prince 
deſpiſed by the Jews, thought it a probable 
means of ſupporting his generous friend, and 
putting a check to prejent tymults and tuturs 
reyolts in Judza. 


Forty Years before Chriſt, 


VoL, 4, * EN Poſſeſſion 


98 ) 
| Poſſeſſion of Jeruſalem and the death of Anti- 
gonus, who was the laſt of the Aſmonean Family, 
eſtabliſhed Herod on the Jewiſh Throne. His 
treaſury had been.quite exhauſted, and there 


| was yet a powerful party which bore him irre- 


concileable hatred, Herod was therefore under 
a neceſſity (as he thought) of beginning his 


reign with vigour and even with oppreſſion and 
bloodſhed. As ſoon therefore as he had well 


ſettled himſelf in Jeruſalem, he colleed toge= 


| ther all the gold, filver, and valuables of his 


Citizens, he ordered it all to be catried to his 
treaſury and the plate to be melted down, and 
hereby he ſoon amaſſed an immenſe property. = 

Herod next ſeized on all the eſtates of the | 


 Revolutioniſts, and on the perſons of thoſe who 


had eſpouſed the cauſe of Antigonus, many of 
them he put to death and he placed a guard over 
their houſes, and the King commanded them to 
examine every coffin, inſpeQ if they were really 


| Cead, and that no part of the family Treaſure. 
was conveyed away with the bodies. 


Herod maintained' a ;ealouly. reſpeQing 
Hyrcan, he had obtained the ſame honours 

_ from Rome, for he had alſo been inveſted 
by the Senate with the Supreme Authority. 

Hyrcan had eſcaped with his life, but to incapaci- 
tate him in tuture for the Pontifical funaion, 
Antigonus 


REES 
"_ 


Antigonus had cauſed both his ears to be cut off, 


Government oF his Prerogative. Notwith- 


| King, that he was anxiouſly impatient and 
wiſhing much to ſpend the remainder of his life in 
Jeruſalem. His friends would 4ain have diſſua- 


putting himſelf in Herod's Power, and the ho- 


Hyrcan a friendly invitation, he was now ſettled 


_ to partake of his. Sovereignty and of the hon- 
ours of his ſtation, as a grateful retugn_ of 


(99 ) 


and the Parthian Prince, in- order to prevent 
freſh inſurreQions had carried the unfortunate 
High-Prieſt away with him. Hyrcan was now 
in Babylon, he had been there politely received 
by Phaartes the Parthian King, and treated 
with great reſpett and reverence. The High 
Prieſt-hood was diſpoſed of by Herod to Ananel, 
an obſcure Prieſt not likely to interfere with the 


ſtanding Hyrcan's ſituation, ſuch was his love 
and partiality for his Country, and ſuch his in- 
nocence and confidence in the friendſhip of the 


ded him, alledging the folly and great hazard of 
nour, ſafety and happineſs, he was peacefully 
enjoying at Babylon, 

Herod highly artfal and politic, ſent firſt to 


in his Government and earneſtly requeſted him | 


former friendſhip. Herod accompanicd his in- 
vitation with a rich preſent to the Parthian 
King, aking his Majeſty's leave for his vener- 
O 2 _ able 
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| able friend, to retutn and end his days af 


Jerufalem, Herod ſent alſo preſents to ſome of 


| the Parthian Nobility, Men of influence and 


dignity at Court, . engaging them in favour 
of his Suit. Whilſt this was negoctating, Herod 
on ſome pretence or other, contrived to quar- 


| rel with Alexandra Daughter of Hyrcan, and 


Mother of his beloved Mariamne, and he or- 


dered. her to he confined to her Palace at 


Jericho, and placed a guard over her. Alexan- 
dra watched her opportunity, conveyed a letter | 
to Cleopatra, the celebrated Egyptian Queen, 
it informed her, of her ſad ſituation, and 


| Herod's cruelty ; upon which, the Queen invit- 
ed her into Egypt, and Alexandra wanted very 


little perſuaſion to accept it, the difficulty was, 


how to get away and conceal her eſcape. She 
diſpatched a faithful ſervant to hire a veſlle], 


and another. was entruſted. with the greateſt 


ſecresy to procure two. coffins, one for herſelf, 
and another for her Son Ariſtobulus—thus Hg 


were both to be conveyed and put aboard the 
ſhip. Herod was apprized of their whole de- 


ſign, he admitted them to be carried out of 


the Palace, and when they had got half-way 


| he cauſed them tv be arreſted and brought _ 
back to Jericho, The reſentment of the Egyp. 
tian Queen Herod dreaded, and he now cautiouſly 
turned his thoughts to moderate 1 it ; ſhe was a for- 


midable 
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midable neighbour, a Rival at Rome, and high in 
the favour of Antony, Herod therefore put on 
the Maſk of kindneſs and Clemency, and with 


wonderful Art even brought on an ontward recon- 


ciliation, but from that moment he reſolved to get 


rid of Ariftobulus the young Prince. Immediately 


upon this Change in her Aﬀairs, Alexandra 
renewed her applications to Herod for her Son ; 
Ananel was a Babyloniſh Prieſt, and her haughty 
Spirit could not bear the indignity of his filling 


the Pontifical Chair, a Station and pre-eminence 
belonging only to Ariſtobulus. Her inceſſant 


and unwearied applications at length prevailed, 


Herod admitted her plea, but he plainly fore- 
ſaw that the young Prince had an equal right and 
_ claim on the Crown, Herod depoſed Ananel, 


and Ariſtobulus was appointed to the High-Prieſt- 
hood. A moſt highly pleaſing and elegant youth 
and only ſeventeen; Herod told Alexandra he 
had really intended the Prieſt-hood for her Son, 
and Ananel had only ſupplied his place, until 


| he ſhould arrive at an age correſponding with the 
ſacred office and dignity. When Ariſtobulus, | 
arrayed in his pontifical robes, officiated at the _ 
Altar, the People ſtood aſtoniſhed at his elegant, 
graceful and Majeſtic figure, he was the general 


talk of all, they beheld in him, the worth and 


| ſplendour of his Anceſtors again revived, and they 
Hilled the Temple and the City with his praiſe, 


Thirty-five Years before Chriſt, 


As 
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As foon as the Feaſt of Tabernacles was over, 
Herod and Ariſtobulus fet out together on a 
viſit to Jericho, Alexandra had invited them 


© both to a ſumptuous entertainment, the weather 


was hot, and it was propoſed to Ariſtobulus to 


bathe in 'an elegant baſon in the neighbourhood, 


Herod had engaged two villains, who leaped in, 
and kept the young Prince under water until he 
was quite dead. The murderous deed was, as 
miich as poflible, diſguifed and glofſed over. 


Herod affeRed: the deepeſt ſorrow, put on a 
mourning dreſs, ordered a moſt magnificent 


funeral, and a ſtately monument to his memory, 
Upon this dark event, Ananel was reſtored to 
| the office of the High-Prieithood. Notwith- 
{ſtanding all his art, Herod was well known to 
have been the murderer of Ariſtobulus, and the. 


tranſattion and infamy made him truly odious to 


the People. Poor Alexandra, his diſtratted 


. Mother, was with great dificulty prevented from 
laying violent hands on herſelf; in her calmer 


moments, when ſhe could reaſon with leſs deſpair, 
| ſhe. conſidered her life might avenge the death 
of her Son, and bring about the ruin of bis mur- 
derer; ſhe wrote a forrowful and paſhonate letter 
to Cleopatra, and the Queen, from motiyes of 
ambition rather than ſrom pity and a ſenſe of the 
horror of the crime, wrote herle'f a letter to 
Antony who was then at Rome, ſeverely On 
@1} 


| 


(. 108] 
and ſoliciting with ſeeming earneftneſs the Puniſh- 
ment of Herod, and ſhe was not without hopes of 
obtaining even a grant of his Kingdom, 


It was not long alter. this, the Egyptian Queen 


with her gay bark in Princely pomp, fet fail : 


on a journey to meet her Antony, the. 


Royal Lovers met and agreed to make_ſome 
ſtay at Laodicea, Antony ſent an exprels to 
Jeruſalem commanding Herod to meet him there. 
Herod did not diſobey his patron, much againſt 


his will he (et out, but he carried with him an 


unmenſe bribe which purchaſed him both an 


honourable reception and a ſure acquital. An 


tony ſatisfied the avarice of Cleopatra by preſent- 
ing her with the Province of Czle-Syria. On 
Herod's journey into Syria, having reaſons for 


Tuſpetting his ſafety, and that he was going to be 
tried for his life, he left expreſs orders at home, - 


to put to death bis beloved wife, the highly beau- 
tiful Mariamne, in caſe they ſhould hear of 2 
deciſion againſt him. Herod knew the fame of 


her beauty had long reached Rome, and to have 
left ſuch charms in poſſeſſion of a Rival, even 


after his death, was more dreadful to him than 
any ſufferings whatever, Fg 


T hirtv-four Years before Chri?, 
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| Mariamne was apprized of the bloody orders, 
ſhe had wreſted out the Secret. Mariamne and 
Alexandra were met, in order to conſult how 
they ſhould revenge themſelves on Herod, when | 
the News of the Kings death was currently 
ſpread in the City, Antony (they ſaid) had put 
Herod to death. The Queen and Alexandra 
immediately deſired a guard to conduQt them 
to the Roman Eagle, this was the ſtandard of 
fafety ereed near Jeruſalem, but in the mid{i 
of their preparations, Letters arrived frem_ 
Herod. | Herod had gained his cauſe, and Mark 
Antony was heaping on him a profuſion of ho- 
nours, adding daily new ſtrength and Vigour to his 
Government, Antony had appointed him one 
of his Privy Council, and was regaling him at 
his moſt iplendid Entertainments. 


£ Upon. Herod's return Salome informed her 
brother of what had happened, and ſecretly 
 infinuated Mariamne had been practiſing ſtrange 
| Tamiliarities with his brother Joſeph. The vir- - 
tuous Mariamne, at her very firſt interview | 
eatily cleared her Innocence, but ſhe could nat 
help mentioning to Herod, the bloody. and cruel 
orders he had left reſpetting herſelf and her 
Mother, and ſhe ſtrikingly told him, It was a 
favage mark of his barbarity, 


The - 
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The deteRion ſtabbed the jealous tyrant to 
the heart, he inſtantly concluded nothing leſs 
than criminality could have: extorted the fatal. 
Secret. In the firſt allies of his fury, he would 
| have ſtabbed Mariamne, now exceſs of Love and 
now reſentment alternately diftratted him, Herod 
inſtantly ordered his Brother Joſeph to execu= 
tion, and he cauſed Alexandra to be confined 
in a dungeon and put her in irons, as -a pro 
moter of the miſchief and the plot, + Ef 

Cleopatra returning with Antony from the 
Euphrates, about this time croſſed over Judza. 
Herod was highly provoked by the inſults and 
Avarice of the Queen, ſhe had attempted 
his ruin, wrote to Antony to remove him, 
and had aftually obtained, from Rome, the re- 
| venue of the fertile territories of Jericho, the 

richeſt and pleaſanteſt of all Judza, and by 

far the moſt valuable. Herod highly artful 

knew how to conceal his diſguſt, he enter- 
| tained her with the greateſt ſplendour and mag-_ 
 nificence, while he was all the time, ſecretly con- 
triving to put her to death, and would eagerly 
have done it, had he not fcared the conſequences 
would have been fatal to his Kingdom, his 
friends adviſed him rather to win her over to his 
Intereſts by bribes and coſtly preſents, which | 
be did do, and with wonderful profuſeneſs- 
Herod punduually remitted her tne rev.nues 

Vor. 11, : 2 Antony. 


: 
| 
| 


pon mam ou gr  rernuwfr—aneereeee CT 


—— 


—  — ——————————————————————— ————— — — — ————————  — ——— — —— 2 
”.Y 
k 


( 106 ) 


#*Antony had allotted her, in hopes of retaining 


her favour. Cleopatra's avarice was never to be 
ſatisfied, with the moſt cunning contrivance, the 
Egyptian Queen was plotting the ruin of Herod, 
in order to obtain a grant of his whole Kingdom, 
and by an ariful and fraudulent ambuſh, the 
Jewiſh Army was cut to pieces by her General 
and a ſele& band, Herod himſelf eſcaping _y 
with his life. | 


4 A tremendous earthquake at this time fhook 
Judza, awful and alarming was the ſhock, many 
thouſands were in an inſtant ſwallowed up and 
much cattle. It happened in the year of the 
World, three thouſand nine hundred and 
{eventy-three, and Herod had now reigned over 
Judza ſeven years, His Country was at this 
time engaged in a war with Arabia, and on ac- 


count of theſe ſad calamities at home, Herod 
forwarded an Embaſſy, and ſued to the Arabians 
for peace; the account of the earthquake had 
been greatly magnified; Arabia reje&ed his 
offers, flew all the Ambaſſadors that brought 
them, and ſuddenly marched a formidable Army 
into Judza, expetting to have found it deſti- 


tute and defenceleſs. Herod's forces were 


#* Thirty-two Years before Chriſt, 
$ Thicty-ons Ycars bofore Chriſt, 


terrified 


z 
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terrified, thay were all abandoning him, it "was | z 


with the greateſt difficulty he could give them 
any courage and rally them. 

Herod marched in their front, he led them on 
the other ſide Jordan, two very obſtinate battles 
were there fought, Herod was conqueror in 
both, the Arabians now, in their turn ſued for 
peace, and after Herod had named his own CON= 
ditions he led his Army back in triumph to 


| bl eruſalem. 


Czfar's defeat of Antony at the battle of 


Atiium deprived Herod of a generous and ſteady 


friend, and he was very near falling a ſacrifice to 
the reſentment of the Conqueror, Upon Mark 


Antony's overthrow and the deſtruftion of his | 


Army, Herod ſent to him immediately, adviſing 
him to put Cleopatra to death; and ſeize on 


her Kingdom and her Treaſures, he would thus 
be enabled to raiſe new Forces, make a freſh 
 ftruggle for the Empire, or at the worſt; obtain 


better overtures for peace. Herod aſſured him 
of his beſt ſupport, offered him his treaſures, 
his whole Army and his ſtrong Holds, places of 
great ſafety and almoſt impregnable, where he. 
might at leaſt withſtand, and in time over-power 


Auguſtus,  Antony's attachment and fondneſs 


'$ Thirty Ti before Chriſt, 
Pa . for 


(::.208--} 
for that Princeſs would not admit him to delibe- 
rate a moinent, a ſlave to Cleopatra, he refuſed 
all the offers of Herod. The Jewiſh Monarch 
u>on this. turned all his thoughts to his own 
lafery, and making peace himſelf with Auguitus. 
Before he ſer out on that expedition, he deter- 
mined firlt to get rid of Hyrcan, he was the only 
ſurviving male of the Fawily, in the archives of 


Rome he had been formally regiſtered and acknow_. 
ledged King of Judza, and he had entered 1nto. 


an alliance with the Senate; were Hyrcan dead, 


Herod thought he might obtain better terms and 
more ſucceſs, He well knew his dignities were 


procured him by Antony, and Alexandra ever 


 watchſul over the intereſts of her Father, and 
TNudying how ſhe might revenge herſelf on Herod, 


eagerly eyed the preſent Revolution, and all the 


_ advantages it could procure her Family, Herod re- 
ſolved not to wait on the new Emperor until he 


had removed this obſtacle, and in the eightieth 
year of his age, he cauſed the venerable and 
amiable old man, the Grandfather of his beloved 
Mariamne, to be beheaded on a publick ſcaffold, 
and with the ignominy of a traitor. Immmedi. 
ately after the execution, while reeking with 
the blood of Hyrcan, Herod ſet about ſettling 
his family, and contrived how he might beſt 
ſecure his Mariamne and Alexandra her Mother, 
naw weeping over c their afectionate Parent and 

his 
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| his diſgrace. Under the care of his High Trea- 
 Jurer and Sohemus one of his Chief Confidents, 
he ſent them to Maſlada, the ſtrongeſt For- 
 treſs in his Kingdom; in cale he ſhould not 
ſucceed in his applications to Auguſtus, he bound 
 Sohemuz by a ſecret and moſt ſolemn oath to. 
put both thole Princefles to death, after which he | 
direQed that his party ſhould raiſe all the forces 
they could poſſibly colleQ, and erect a ſtandard 
n defenſe of his Government, OE | 


Herod's domeſtic plans thus ſettled, he em- 
barked for Rhodes. Auguſtus and his Army 
were at that time there. Herod follicited an 
| audience with the Emperor, ſuperbly arrayed in 
all his Royalty except his Crown, the King appear- _ 

_ ed and gracefully paid his homage to Auguſtus. 
Herod: boldly acknowledged his friendſhip, and 
 ftrong Attachment to Antony, his Offers of 
Affiſtance to him of Men, Arms, Money, 
and every neceſſary for War. He informed 
the Emperor of the advice he had g1ven «him 
to cauſe the Egyptian Queen to be put to death, 
and as a means of obtaining a more advantageous 
peace to ſeize on her Kingdom and her treaſures, 
| Honour, Friendſhip, Gratitude to Antony deman- 
ded all this, but Antony by reje&ing my advice _ 
left me at liberty, now, to make a like tender of 
my lervices to Auguſtus, and if you think them | 


worth 


(2000 
worth your acceptance, and can but forget the 
paſt, you ſhall find me as fincere and ſteady a 


friend to you, and the intereſts of Rome, as 
1 have hitherto been to Antony, The confi- 


| denee Herod aſſumed, his open ſpeech. and 


gallant conduQ, were all noticed and favourably 
taken by Auguſtus, and he told him, he accepted 


| his offers and his friendſhip, he would confirm to 


him his Kingdom, and ordered him to put on his 


\Diadem and wear it in his preſence, a mark and 
_ token of his proteQtion and friendſhip. Elated 


with his honours and highly pleaſed with his 


ſucceſs, Herod liberally and profuſely made an 
offer of all his rich preſents to Auguſtus, not for- 


getting his confidential friends; and Herod now 


| Rood higher in the good opinion and, friendſhip of 
the Emperor, than any of the tributary Princes. 
_ Thus gratified, he returned in great joy to Jeru- | 
falem, and he drove on to Maſlada, in haſte to 
meet his beloved Mariamne, and when with 
love and tenderneſs he was careffing the Queen 
and telling her all his glory and ſucceſſes, ſhe 
burſt into tears and ſighs, by a forbidding cold- 
neſs and diſdainful return, ſhe checked all his 


warmth and ardour of affeQion; in a moment all 


was fierceneſs and reſentment, he threatened, he 
reproached, he terrified, now all tenderneſs and 
love, now fury anger and diſtraftion, thus he. 
tortured himſelf and frightened all around him, 


Mariamne” L 
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Mariamne's averſion ſettled into a deep meſan- 
_ choly, - Not very long after Herod's return, 
Auguſtus in his way to Egypt paſſed through 
Syria, Herod thought it highly neceſſary to ſhew 
his gratitude and reſpet to the Emperor, and he 
ſet out to meet him at Ptolemais; with incredi- 
ble magniſicence he entertained him there and 
his whole Army, and as they were to paſs 
through a long tratt of barren deſert, he furniſhed 
him and all his Army with bread, wine, and 
other proviſions, Herod accompanied the Em- 
peror as far as Peluſium, and preſented him with 
eight hundred talents. Auguſtus was charmed | 
| both with his politeneſs, and his generoſity, and 
he was highly piruſed with his company. 


' On the Emperors return from Egypt, Herod 
_ again met him with the fame hoſpitality and 
reſpeQ, in recompence for which Auguſtus now | 
reſtored him the territories and Revenues 
of Jericho, Gadara, Hippon and Samaria, and 
he added to them, two very advantageous Sea- 
ports, an enlargement to his Revenues and a valu- 
_ able Acquiſition to his Kingdom, Four thou- 
fand Gauls who had been Life Guards, to Cle- 
 opatra, the Emperor now preſented to the 
Jewiſh Favourite, After Herod had taken 
leave of Auguſtus, and returned to Jeruſalem, 
vic King” $ diſtreſs and wretchednels ON Account 
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of Mariamne, was all renewed, almoſt a yeat 
had now paſſed over, during which, many tu- 
multuous agitations diſtraQed his private thoughts 
and all his ſolitary hours, he ſaw plainly her diſ- 
guſt, he felt her diſdain and conterapt, he re- 
colleed her bitter and moſt mortifying Speeches» 
he well knew how he had diſgraced her Grand- 


| fathers memory by a publick Execution and 


ſecretly murdered her Brother, and more than 
once laid a plan for the Murder of herſelf 


and her Mother—The ſavage Tyrant, ever on 


the rack, was always blaming her reproaches 


and unaffettionate Condud, and one day, when 
bighly enraged and exaſperated, he was on the 


point of killing her with his own hands, in 
this moment of Madneſs and DiſtraQtion, Sal- 


lome (his Siſter) corrupted the King's Cup- 


bearer to ruſh in and make the blackeſt ac- 


cuſation, hearing an unuſual noiſe, ſhe ſent bim 
in to Herod, with a cup in one hand and 
'@ purſe in the other, Mariamne (he ſaid) had 
| bribed him with the one, to adminiſter to the 
King the Poiſon in the other. On this alarm- 


ing Charge, Herod gave inſtance Orders for | 


a publick Trial of the Queen. He packed 2 


ſet of Judges from among his Creatures, and 
Herod himſelf carried on the Proſecution, They 
plainly foreſaw he intended the Death of 
Mariamne, and they wiſhed rather to have 


| broughs 


7 & uz). 


brought about Ciment only and baniſh 
ment, until the King had more maturely con« 
ſulted the feelings of his own - heart, and 
weighed the conſequences and effe& her death 
might have upon him, but Salome knowing 
her Brother's aptneſs to relapſe, and how very 
fluQuating his mind already had been, pre« 
| vailed on him to ſign an order for her Ex- 
ecution, Mariamne received the fatal ſummons 
_ with an heroic courage and reſignation, becom* 
ing virtuous Innocence, and her exalted Station; 
with ſweet compoſure and Serenity ſhe moved 
forwards to the Scaffold, but (O' horrible) at the 
place of Execution, this amiable Princeſs encoun- 
tered a new trial and the moſt ſevere of all. 
| Alexandra her Mother expefting a like fates. 
and by every art and contrivance, cunningly 
deviſing how ſhe might prevent it, here met 
the virtuous ſuffering Queen, and beeame the 
open and inſolent accuſer of her own Daughter, 
with the moſt indiſcreet and publick inſult, baſe- 
ly loading her with bitter reproaches and even 
' with the odium of guilt and criminality, ſhe tore 
Mariamne's hair, deranged her dreſs, and even 
paſſionately ſtruck her on the ſcaffoJd, 
Mariamne ſuffered all her Sialenoe, and 
bore her pretended reſentment without even a 
_ change of Countenance, but what was excited 
by ſhame and abhorrence of an artifice fo 
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| baſe and diſfingenuous. With | the ſame firm- 
neſs and (conſtancy, with which! ſhe had lived, 
Mariamne. ſubmitted to die. 

Herod was: all anguiſh, and the keeneſt re- 
morle, even to Madneſs and Deſpondency ; 
ſoon. as his rage was | aſſuaged with the blood 
of this virtuous, and moſt beautiful Queen, the 
| remembrance of his love returned, and with 
it the moſt heart-piercing forrow and diſtrac- 
tion. Herod by every Art would fain have 
got the better of. this his poignant Grief for 
Mariamne. Mariamne was ever uppermoſt, where 
ever he went the thoughts of Mariamne purſued 
him, under the horrors of guilt, conſcience more 
and more wretched, life more and more inſuppor- 
table. Herod ſhut himſelf up, he called aloud 
on Mariamne. He ordered every one he ſaw 
to fetch his Mariamne ; wine, company, feaſting 
none brought him relief, now fierce and -fran- 
tic with horror, now ſwooning and fainting 
with deſpair. At this time a grievous Peſtilence 
broke out in Judza, and ſwept away Multi- 
| tudes, a new miſery to Herod, and fatal 
and deftruQive to his People, it was looked 
upon as a juſt Judgment from God, for the 
Innocent blood he had ſhed, and moſt of all 

for the blood of his much revered and highly 


Injured Queen, 
Twenty-eight Years before Chriſt, 


_ Herod 
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| Herod choſe now to retire to the Deſerts 
to avoid the Plague, and under a pretence of 
bunting, but in reality it was to ſhun the 
fight of Men, He was there ſeized with a 
violent and painful diſtemper in his bowels, 
and was carried back to Samaria, His con- 
ſtitution did at length get the better of his 
diſeaſe, but his ſtate of mind grew more and 
more ſavage, brutiſh, and wretched. He indulg- 
ed himſelf in the baſeſt and moſt wanton cru- _ 
elties, he ſpared neither friend nor foe, every 
day he ſacrificed his Relations and beft friends 
to his paſſions, humour and inſatiable fury. 
_- The moſt unnatural Mother of the Virtuous 
Mariamne fell the firſt Vitim to his Rage af- 
_ ter her Daughter, for during Herod's late ir 
neſs at Samaria, in hopes the diſeaſe might 
prove fatal, Alexandra attempted .to corrupt 
the Goyernors. of two Fortrefſes, Antonia, and 
Jeruſalem, and would fain have '- perſuaded 
them to yield them both up to her ; they. were 
the two main Keys of the Kingdom, the one 
commanding the City, the other. the Temple» 
and ſhe alſo endeavoured to get poſſeſſion of 
"the young Princes, Herod's Children, alledg- 
ing as a reaſon, ſhe , was only ſecuring the 
Kingdom for thoſe of his Children by Mari- 
amne. The Governors well knew her. Am- 
bition and her intriguing Spirit, and: they rather 


choſe to reveal the whole Plot to the King. 
| .Q 2 Hs Herod 


@'Þ - 
- by > - mY 
—_ wy 
me Ate 2a Det ISDN we 


CI: 
Herod paſſed ſentence himſelf on Alexandra 
and commanded that ſhe ſhould, without any 
further trial whatever, immediately be. put 


to death, 


"The next objet of his rage, was Caſtobares, his 
Siſter Salome's ſecond huſband, and Herod 


ſome time before had put to death the firſt. 


| As he now thought himſelf ſecurely ſeated om: 
the Jewiſh Throne, Herod grew very inattentive: 
In his reverence and reſpe&t to the Laws, and 


ſhewed a bigh diſregard to their Religion. 
Some of their Ceremonies he entirely aboliſh- 


* $7 


cd, and many foreign cuſtoms he introduced, 


expreſsly forbad the Jew. 
A Stately and Magnificent - Theatre he built 


in the City, and a ſpacious Amphitheatre in 


the ſuburbs. He inftituted publick: Games in 


| honour of Auguſtus, copying the SpeQacless. 


Shows and Magnificence of Rome. He intro- 


_ duced Wreſtlers, Players, Gladiators and Muſi-. 
_ clans, and appointed prizes to Charioteers, 


Horſemen, and Racers. He got together a 


they fought furiouſly with Men. The Zealous 
Jew, ſaw with horror, the, inroads and heatheniſh 
Cuſtoms he had brought in; and ſhuddered 


at the Idea of expoling Men, in iport, to 
the ſavage fierceneſs of the Lion; 


Tho 


' number of wild Beaſts, fierce and ſavage, and | 


OE SW-0"] 

' The Trophies too, with which be had high< 
1y ornamented the Theatres reſembled Images, 
and the Jewiſh Religion prohibited their be= 
10g eretted any where. A General Murmur, 
_ and diſguſt ran through the City. Herod _ 
had profaned Jeruſalem, and their very Souls 
 abhorred the Idols he ſet up. Herod afſumed 
a clemency and moderation, he harangued 
ihe People himſelf, would fain have appeaſed 
and convinced them, but the heatheniſh Novelties 
he had introduced ſo inflamed all Ranks, they 
no longer looked upon him as a Jewiſh King, 
he was a Heathen and a Tyrant. 

In order to ftab the King, or ſome of his 
Courtiers and Abettors, Ten bold and reſolute 
Jews entered the Theatre, with daggers, which 
they had carefully concealed. Should they 

periſh in the attempt, one Point they were 
fure to gain, Herod would be expoſed and 
deſpiſed, the Tyrant become odious. | | 

Herod kept always about him very watch- 
ful Spies; they intermixed with all Companies, 
and he, in diſguiſe, often a&ed as a Spye him- 
ſelf; the Plot was diſcovered, the Aſſaſſins deteted 
were ſeized with their daggers upon them. Herod 
put them all to the torture. "The People with 
| a ſpirit of fury and revenge, paſſionately cut to 
: pieces the body of the Informer, and threw 


the mangled carcaſe to the Dogs. 


T wenty<five Years before Chriſt, | 
m_ The 
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0 The ſavage exhibition on the Scaffold and the 
Wheel, of theſe ten-bold and reſolute Jews, ſo ex-. | 
aſperated their Countrymen, Herod was afraid of 
a general inſurreQion and revolt. He ſet about 
fortifying Jeruſalem, and almoſt rebuilt Samaria, 
new naming . it Sebaſte, and Herod repaired 
and garriſoned his Strong-Holds and Fortreſles.. 
It was ſoon after this tumult had ſubſided, 
' in the thirteenth year of his Reign, a very long 
Drought afllited Judza, occaſioning a Famine, 
| and it was followed by a peſtilence, almoſt 
Incredivle . was the liſt of the numbers daily 
_ dying. As the. treaſury was . quite exhauſted by 
fo many expenſive buildings, Herod melted 
down all his plate, an immenſe quantity, and 
{ent it into Egypt to procure a ſupply of 
Provifions and neceſlaries. The greateſt part 
of their ſheep periſhed, and the People were 
in danger of wanting wool, for cloathing, 
Jong before winter was over. Herod liberal- 
ly diſtributed, of his own free bounty, necelſ- 
ſfaries to every one, he erected Magazines for 
the grain he had purchaſed, at ſeed-time he 
flowed all their lands, and at harveſt ſent 
fifty thouſand of his Men to affilt the Reapers, by 
ſuch generolity and prudent management, Herod 
ſoon changed the minds of his Subjeas, and 
their hatred into admiration, for his well-timed 
liberality ſtored the Country anew, and re- 


Ireſhing rains now ſucceeding the Drought, 
they 
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they ſet about the labour: - of the field, cul- 


tivated their land, and it ſoon recovered Its : 
ſruitfulneſs and proſperity. 


The Jate Calamity being- rolled; and the 
land invigorated, Herod's rage . and love for. 
building again returned, and he cauſed a ftately 
and moſt magnificent Palace to be built .near - 
the Temple, two ſpacious and moſt ſumptuous 
apartments, he named after Auguſtus and King 
Agrippa, and another Royal Palace : which- he. 
now built, he called, Uerodion. 


One: EM a Tewiſh Pricft, was reported _ 
| ty have a Daughter, in the opinion of all who 
ſaw her, a moſt aſtoniſhing beauty, and it was 
told to Herod, The King deſired he might 
be introduced to her, and when he beheld 
her very elegant features, he was inſtantly charm--. 
ed with her appearance, and Herod judged it 
prudent and moſt for his happineſs to marry her, 


He began therefore by heaping honours. on her 


family, raiſing them to places of Dignity, and 
he depoſed Jeſus the High Prieſt, on purpoſe 
to confer that high Dignity on Simon, upon 
which, he concluded the | Alliance, and with 
 Pomp and great Magnificence, Herod ſolemniz-. 
ed his Marriage with Mariamne his ig 
Twenty-three Years before Chriſt. _ 
© 0808s 
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Herod once more felt his Ambition highly 
eratified. He was eſteemed and honored by 
Auguſtus, and refpefted either. through love or 
fear by his neighbours and ſubjets. His two 


favourite Sons by Mariamne he ſent to Rome 2 


they were now grown up, and Auguſtus 
_ undertook himſelf the care of their Education, 
and affigned them an appartment in the Palace. 
The Emperor had lately preſented Herod with 
feveral new Provinces, and he had given him 
leave to , name which of his Sons he pleaſed. 
to be his ſucceſſor. But he had built a vaſt 


number of Edifices, and having, after a foreign 
Style, adorned them with Imagery and ſumptuoug 


ornaments, the Jews looked upon them with a 
zealous Eye, and a ſecret diſguſt, they ſeemed 
evidently tending to corrupt their Morals and 
to undermine the purity of their Religion, they 


_ expreſſed their diſcontent in murmurs and la. 


mentations, and in order now to ſilence them, 
Herod remitted one third part of their taxes and 
' annual tribute they had paid him, but that 
they might be ſenfible he had noticed their 
' mutiny and cabals, Herod iſſued out an ediQ, 


forbidding all publick and private Aſſemblies, on 


account of feaſts or any pretence whatever, and 
the penalty was death, In the midft of every 


| meeting- and Society Herod had his ſpies, and 


| he ſoon learnt how inefſeQual all his preciay- 
| lions 
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tions were to bring about ſabjeRion and obedi- 
ence, he was therefore for exalting from all and 
every one of his ſubjetts a f{trit and ſolemn 
Oath of allegiance and fidelity. This edi& 
met with a moſt violent oppoſition, Herod was un- 
der the neceflity of ſetting it afide, and even 
wink at their diſobedience, leaft he ſhould exalſ- 
perate them by a ſhew of reſentment. 


_ A far happier expedient of pleaſing and PY 
eting the people was now under contemplation 
with Herod, and one which would gratify his 
ambition by perpetuating his Memory, uncon- 
querable was his vanity and love of Glory 
| always. Herod convened a general Aﬀembly of 
his People, in a ſtudied Harangue with all the 
Eloquence he could diſplay, he ſolemnly profeſſed 
a zeal for God, for his ſervice. and honour, 
In return for his many benefits and a grateful 
acknowledgment of | his mercies, he reminded 
them of the Magnificence and. Grandeur of 
their firſt Temple, and how vaſtly inferior, and 
unlike it, the preſent. It was God who raiſed 
him to the high honours of the Jewiſh Crown, 
and he had bleſſed him with ſecurity and peace, 
great Aﬀluence, and with a Friendſhip and 
Alliance with Rome ; he felt 'himſelf bound 
by the ſtrong ties of duty, veneration, and 
gtatitude to make a fignal avowal of his bleſſings, 

Voru, 1. .R 'and 
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" and he hoped, a reſtoring of their Temple to 
more of its former Splendour and Magnificence, 
would meet all their wiſhes and moſt hearty con- 
currence, To remove every ſuſpicion and doubt, 
Herod affured them, no one ' ſtone ſhould 
be diſplaced from the preſent building, until 
every Material for the new ſhould be comple- 
ted. He-inſtanily ſet to work ten thouſand Ar- 
tificers, and he cemmilſioned and engaged a 
| thouſand Prieſts to inſpe& them, a thouſand 
Carts were employed in fetching and bringing 
In the various Articles, and ſuch a Multitude 
of hands were kept in pay, that at the 'end of 
| the ſecond year, every thing was in readineſs, ſo 
that they now begun pulling down the old build- 
ing, and rearing up the New, in about eighteen 
months the body of the Temple was finiſhed, 
during which time, Joſephus informs us, it never. 
once rained in the day-time, it fell only in the 
night. The remainder took up ſeveral years, 


but in a little more then eight years, publick 


Service was performed regularly in the new © 
Temple. _ : fs. 


While the building was ſo expeditiouſly and 
proſperouſly carrying on, Herod made a Voyage 
to Rome, a reſpettful Viiit to the Emperor and 
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afFeRionately to notice his Sons. Augultus con= 
gratulated him on his arrival, and received the 
Jewilh Prince with all the Marks of triend{hip 


and reſpett, he entertained him. with great fplen- 


dour, and diretted that his two Sons ſhould be 1m- 


 mediately given up to their Father, Herod was 


delighted with their high and elegant accom- 
pliſhments, their prudent and wile Education, 
and he gratefully acknowledged the favour in 
moſt reſpettful terms, and with magnificent pre- 
tents to the Emperor. He made only a ſhort 
ſtay, and then ſet out on his journey back to 
Judza, accompanied by the two voung Princes ; 
with the loudeſt acclamations, and gencral joy, the 
Father and his Sons were now received at [eru- 
ſalem. The dignity, majeſtic port, and beha- 
viour of the young men, their elegant accompliſh. 
ments and high education at Rome, their gracefa] 
manners were the general talk, and univer- 
ſal topics, exciting a burſt of applauſe. Herod 


| fought out reſpetable and ſuitable ConneRtions 


tor them both, he married Alexander to Glaphyra 
daughter of Archelaus King of Cappadocia, and 
Ariitobulus to Berenice daughter of his Siſter 
Salome. « 


\ 


Aorippa was at this time returned from Italy 


Herod went in perſon and 
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yequeſted the honour of a viſit from him at the 


Court of Jeruſalem, and be offered him his Aﬀiſ- 


| tance in an expedition he was undertaking againſt 


the Boſphorans; King Agrippa accepted both his 
invitation and afliſtance, and after much Glory 
and fignal Succeſs, Herod himſelf condutted the 
King into Judza, led him a circuit, in order to paſs 
through the new Cities he had built, and ſhew him 
the magnificent Edifices in Sebaſte, Alexandrion 
and Ceſarea ; Herod then proceeded on with the 
King to Jerufalem, and at a ſhort diſtance from 


the Metropolis, a concourle of People met them 


in high Feſtivity, and walked all the way be- 
fore them with ſhouting and Muſic quite through 
the City to the Gates of the Palace. Agrippa 
was received with moſt ſyperb magnificence, 
Herod, the very next day, convened a grand 
Aſſembly of his Nohbles and People, in a graceful 


Tpeech he laid before them a general plan of his 


expedition and fucceſs with King Agrippa, his 
reſpectable and highly honourable Gueſt, and. 


ſeeing them ſtill murmuring and petitioning for a 


redreſs of grievances, he at that time generouſly 
remitted them a fourth part more of all their taxes 
and yearly tribute. By ſuch liberality, and well- 
timed poligy, Herod kept peace and quietneſs 
among the people, but feuds and domeſtic troubles 
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moſt poignantly diſtreſſed him at home, and 


tore all his family to pieces. The two Bros 
thers were exerciſing every where a haughty 


' Lordlineſs, a growing Ambition daily and hour. 


ly on the increaſe, To ſuppreſs their pre. 


ſumption, Herod brought home and introduced 


at Court his Son Antipater, who was born ta 
him by Dofithea a former Wife, and had only 
been privately educated, he now careſſed him, 


raiſed him to poſts of honour, and was daily 


heaping favours upon him. Alexander and 
Ariſtobulus (Sons of Mariamne) faw with envy 
the honours ſo partially beſtowed by their Fa- 
ther, and when thus exaſperated were much 


| freer in their Speeches and infinuations reſpe&t- 
ing him, theſe were all ſecretly whiſpered to 


Herod, for while Antipater employed all his 
Art to cultivate a good underſtanding with his 
Father, he took care he ſhould be told of all 


the Speeches of his Brothers. Herod's dif- 
| tinguiſhing kindneſs to Antipater was noticed by 


his Nobles, the Court, and by all the people, 


every one looked on him as his Father's ſucceſſor, 


King Agrippa was, at this time, ſetting out for 
Rome, and Herod obtained leave for his Son 
Antipater to accompany him. Agrippa himſelf 
offered to preſent the young Prince to the Em- 


pcror, and introduce him to the Senate. 


Antipaterx 


| 
| 
| 
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 Antipater let out on his journey and accom- 
panied King Agrippa, but during his ablence both 
by his Agents and his Letters he ſo exaſperated 
Herod, and raiſed ſo many jealouſies in his breaſt 
avainſt the Brothers, Herod looked upon them 
both as uſurpers, even guilty of treaſon, and his 
moſt dangerous encmies. He reſolved to ſet out 
himſelf for Rome, and carry his ambitious Sons 
Alexander and Ariſtobulus with him, and arraign 


their condutt at the tribunal of Auguſtus. Herod 
heard, Ceſar was at this time at Aguileia, he. 
went to him there, and before the Emperor accuſed 
| the two young Princes of high treafon, both againſt 


his life, and Government. On ſuch an unjuſt and 


diſgraceful accuſation, the young Princes fell into a 


flood of Tears, with earneſt warmth, but with be- 
coming modeſty, Alexander pleaded before Au- 
ouſtus his own cauſe and his brothers, the Emperor 


and every one preſent were fully ſatisfied of their 


innocence; in a highly graceful manner, Auguſtus, 
in open court, reproved Herod for his raſhneſs 


and too ealy credulity, and for the preſent, the 


Father was filenced, and ſeemed reconciled to 
his Children—The young Princes upon this look- 
ed up to the Father for his wonted favour— 
Herod anticipated their looks and delign, and 
he went up to them, and cordially embra- 
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ced, firſt the one, and then the other, and 
tears ran down his eyes and theirs, and every 


one preſent ſhed tears on ſeeing ſo afte&ting 


ſo very intereſting a fight. But Herod was too 
{ſuſpicious in his temper, the young Princes 
not enough on their guard, and their enemies 


much too artful and intereſted, not to give 


cauſe for freſh diffention and jealouſies ; a 
Speech of Herod's in the Jewiſh Afembly, 


Toon after his return, wherein he informed 


them of his buſineſs at Aquileia, and the re- 


_ conciliation brought about by Auguſtus, added, 


I do intend my Sons ſhall reign after me; 


Antipater firſt, then Alexander, and laſtly, Ariſto- 


bulus—But, while 1 live I will reign alone— 


A ſpeech which excited new diſcord among 


the Brothers. 


The City of Ceſarea was juſt at this time 
completed, it had been twelve years in þbuild-_ 


Ing, and Herod, in high feſtivity with Royal 


magnificence and ſplendour, cauſed a dedication ' 
of it, and in conformity to the cuſtoms he had 


witneſſed at Rume, in honour of Auguſtus, he 


appointed Games to be celebrated in the The- 
atres he had purpoſely erefted, Towards the 
ſplendour of theſe lively ſports Livia the wiſe 


Ten Years "HOI8 Chriſt, 


of 


E180} 
of the Emperor contributed five hundred Talents 
out of her own coffers. To this Feſtival and Pom« 
pous Dedication Herod had invited the Emperors 

and ſeleted his Gueſts from among the firlt 
quality, and with moſt aſtoniſhing Grandeur he 
entertained them. Auguſtus ſaid, the Soul of 
Herod was much too great for his Kingdom- 


Although the Jewiſh King was thus diſten= 
| guiſhingly honoured with the friendſhip of the 
Emperor, and the protection of Rome, and ſo 
greatly reſpe&ed by King Agrippa, Herod diſin- 
gaged from affairs of ſtate was in himſelf moſt 
miſerable, inceſſantly worried by a conſtant ſcene 
of rancour and domeſtic firife, and by the hel- 
liſh Machinations of Salome his Siſter, and his 
Brother Pheroras. His coffers too, were again to- 
ally exhauſted, to remedy this laſt evil and provide 
a preſent ſupply of neceſfaries, Herod adopted 
a very ſtrange and deſperate method. He caſt 
| his eyes on the Tombs of David and Solomon, 
he pretended he had heard very large ſums 
were depoſited in them, with the utmoſt priva- 
ey Herod put his deligns in execution. Act the 
dead of night, he entered the Sepulchres ac- 
companied by a few confidents, he there found 
ſome rich veſlels, curiouily wrought, and he cau- 
ed them all to be carried off, he then ven» 
tured to ſearch into the coffins themſelves, a 
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fudden chill and miraculous flaſh inſtantly ſtruck 
dead two of his guards, Herod and all his retinue 
were ſo ſcared, he put a ſtop to all further 


ſearch, To make ſome ſatisfattion and atone- 
ment for his late ſacriledge, Herod eretted a 


 Niately Monument of white marble at the en- 


trance into the Royal Sepulchres, and the Jews 
looked upon it as a Monument of his crime 
rather then an expiation of it. A ſpirit of 
revenge and wanton cruelty was always tor- 


menting the King, and he exerciſed it on his 


Sons, and on all who eſpouſed their cauſe, this 
occaſioned diſguſt, great difſentions, and the 'ab- 
horrence of his People. His Siſter Salome had _ 
worked him up to ſuch a pitch of jealouſy 
and diſtrattion, Herod afſumed the rage and 


fury of a Tyrant, and laid afide the feelings 


of the Father and the King, his Palace was a 


 ſlaughter-houſle, and Jeruſalem was covered with 
| blood. One of, Salome's deep laid ſchemes was, 


to get Alexander told, Herod was ſo deſpe- 


 rately in love with his Wife Glaphyra, the King 


could not live without her. Alexander inſtant- 
ly requeſted an Audience with his Father, in 
the humbleſt manner, in a flocd of tears, he ex- 
poſtulated with him on the impiety of. the a&, 


| and his fad ſufferings for his. Wife, Herod 


| | Nine Years before Chriſt, 


altoniſhing 


( 130 ) 
aſtoniſhed at the accuſation, and entirely innc- 
cent, ſent for Pheroras and wondered how he 
and Salome could lay fo black a perfidy to his 


_charge—Salome denied it all with the boldeſt aſ= 


ſurance, but Herod read her guilt in her coun- 


' tenance, and ordered her, and her Brother, to be 


baniſhed the Court, after which, Herod com- - 


| mended the prudent moderation and wiſe pro- 


ceedure 'of his Son. Alexander had been ac- 


_ cuſed of corrupting two of his favourite Miniſ- 


ters, his high Steward, and his Cupbearer, and 
he put them both to the torture; in their Ago=- 


ny, they confeſſed having received preſents from 
the young Prince, but moſt peremptorily denied 


his having ever ſpoken to them, one diſreſpet- 
ful word of the King. "Herod ordered them 
again upon the rack, and pretended. to colle&_ 
enough from their confeſſion to commit his 


| Son to priſon, and put him in Irons. | 


| Under ach treatment Alexander grew deſpe- 


rate, and he tranſmitted to his Father an accuſation. 
_ againſt Salome and. Pheroras, as the abettors of his 
troubles, and cauſe of all his miſery and diſgrace- 
With this meſſage and new information, Herod 
was all- on fire, he knew not whom to truſt . 

| Racks, Impriſonments and bloody Executions 
were every where abroad—Fear, Alarm and tu- 
mult at home—and within his own breaſt he felt a 


wild- 
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wildneſs, ſudden ſtarts, and agonies of heart, 
whenever he ſlept he was. flying from his Sons, 
- they and their Abettors were purſuing him night 
and day. 

During theſe diſtraQing ſcenes” of horror and 
diſpair, Archelaus, King of Canpadocia and Fa- 
ther of Glaphyra, in a lucky moment paid a viſit at * 
the Court of Jeruſalem, He began by pitying his 
_ very miſerable Friend, and condemning the baſe- 
neſs and perfidy of his Sons, he expreſſed his in- 
tentions of taking home his Daughter, and leaving 
Alexander to his Fathers. reſentment, but Ar- 
chelaus had the addreſs, under this ſoothing . 
diſguiſe to explode and reaſon him out of all 
theſe malicious accuſations, and extorted con= 
' ſeſſions, and perſuade \'Herod of his Sons in- 

nocence, and he even at laſt ſo worked upon 
him, that he turned intetcefſor himfelf for A- 
lexander, by all which means Archelaus ſettled 
a family calm, at leaſt for the preſent. Pheroras 
his Brother, came to the Palace, affeQing great 
diſtreſs, and in *the deepeſt mourning proſtrated . 
himſelf at the feet of Herod, and confeſſed 
he only was the Perpetrator and the Villain, 
and he, it was, who raiſed all the flanders 
againlt his Sons. Upon this confeſhon of his 
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Brothers, Herod ſet out, accompanied by the | 
two young Princes, for Italy, he was willing 
himſelf to explain the whole affair to the Em- 
Peror, and he eſcorted King Archelaus as ſar as 
Antioch in his way home to Cappadocia. 


Pheroras and Salome ever reſtleſs and am- 
bitious, after a time, again raiſed new jealouſies, 


and told Herod of ſome freſh plots and afligna-. 


tions concerted againſt him by his Sons. The 
King again wrote his troubles to Auguſtus, and 
the Emperor ſeeing Herod reſolved on the 
Tuin of his Sons, ſent back a commiſſion, em- 
powering Herod to have them tried at Berytus, 


| before the Princes, N obles, and Governors of Sy 
Tia, the Emperor laid great ſtreſs on King Ar-_ 
_ chelaus, the Father of Glaphyra being one, and 


further added, that in caſe the young Princes 


were by that Court found guilty, the mode of 
pyniſhment, as well as the degree of it, ſhould 
| be wholly left to the clemency of the Father. 


Herod obeyed the commands of the Emperor, and 


| he inſtantly ſet about the buſineſs, and convened 
| the Court, excluding none, except the Cappado-.. 
_ cian King, whom he ſuſpeQed of partiality and fa-. 
- your to his Sons, and Herod (during this time) 


A Town belonging to the Sidonians, 


" 
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vainioully placed the young Princes at Platons 


_ under a ſtrong Guard. 


Before an Aſſembly of more than five hundred 
People, Herod himſelf ſtood forth their accuſer, 
and with a furious and ſavage violence brought 
in his witneſſes, dwelt with earneſtneſs and ran- 


cour on every argument, by which he could black- 


en and condemn his Children. Herod's vehe- 
mence and brutality was ſo great, as even to excite 


aſtoniſhment and indignation in the Judges and in 


the whole Court, Herod concluded his ſpeech 
with telling them. He was himſelf a King, and 
according to the Laws of Judza, he could him- 


Jelf have puniſhed them ; to avoid the imputa- 


tion of injuſtice or cruelty, and the feelings of 
miſtruſt and ſuſpicion, he rather choſe to meet 
this publick Trial, and obtain the judgement 


and deciſion of ſo Auguſt an Aﬀembly. The 


iwo young Princes were condemned to die. 


| Herod was to execute the ſentence of the Court, 


when, and how, he thought fit. From Platone_ 
they were removed to the City of Sebaſte, and 
there ſtrangled, or as others ſay, hung on 2. 
Gallows. Their bodies were afterwards buried 


at Alexandrion among the noble and moſt worthy 
Anceſtors of Mariamne. The unhappy widow of 


Alexander was ſent back to Cappadocia, and 
Herod returned, with her, the dowry ſhe brought. 
Glaphyra left two Sons behind her, and Ariſto. 


bulus Herod's youngeſt Son left alſo two more . 


borg 


LE. 
| born to him by Berenice the Daughter of 
his Siſter Salome. Herod took them all under_ 
| his care and patronage, and attended himſelf to 
their Education, EF 


Antipater had now no Rival, but his Father and 
Pheroras his Uncle, both the Son and the Brother 
laid a deep plot to take off Herod, the better to 
ſcreen their villainy, Pheroras retired to his 

Tetrarchy, firſt taking a ſolemn oath, never more 
to return to Court while his Brother Herod 
Jived. Antipater contrived to be ſent for to- 
Rome, there to pay his honours to Auguſtus, 
Their inſtruments were in the mean time ſet to 
work on this bloody buſineſs. Herod at this 
time fell ſick, and-he ſent for his Brother. Phe- 
roras excuſed himſelf, alledging the oath he had. 
| taken, Herod's illneſs proved ſhort, and .it was 
ſoon after his recovery, he heard his Brother 
Pheroras was ſuddenly ſeized, and in danger of 
dying, Herod was ſo far from reſenting his late 
condut and refuſal, he paid him a kind and 
| brotherly viſit, uninvited. Pheroras in a few 

days died, and Herod cauſed him to be magnifi- 
- cently buried at Jeruſalem, After the funeral, 
two of Pheroras's ſervants requeſted an. audience 
with Herod, and they demanded juſtice againſt 
Salome their Miſtreſs (the Siſter both of Herod 
and Pheroras) the two ſervants accuſed Salome 
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of having poiſoned their Maſter; Herod's 
aſual 'method was always to extort truth by the 
Rack, exceſs of torture forced from one Woman 
a confeſſion, that Doſithea, Antipater's Mother, 
had procured a cup of poiſon for the King, 
Salome acknowledged, ſhe knew it to be true, 
and added, ſhe would go and fetch a part of it 
which remained. but inſtead of ſo doing. the flung 
herſelf down from a high gallery, her fall did not 
prove fatal, and on a promiſe of pardon ſhe told | 


| her Brother, that Pheroras ſtung with grief and 


remorſe at his laſt unexpeRed viſit, had ordered 
her to fetch the poiſon, and deſtroy it before 
his face, Thus was Herod convinced of Anti- 
pater”s perfidy, he ſaw he was artfully and baſely 
exerciſing it on his F ather, and he had already 


accompliſhed it on his two amiable Brothers, 


Alexander and Ariſtobulus, the Sons of his be- 
loved Mariamne. 


The Queen, Herod's preſent Wife (of the 
fame name) was accuſed of being concerned in 
this laſt moſt horrid plot, nothing was abſolutely 
proved againſt her, but Herod baniſhed her the 
Kingdom, difinherited her Son Herod, and de- 
poied Simon, her Father, immediately from the 


bs High- Prieſthood. and took from him his dignities 
(6707 Dofithea allo was ſtripped of all her honours and 


coſtly 
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coftly ornaments, ind: ſhe too was DIES th 


Court of Jeruſalem, 


Herod's ſad diſtrations grew more and more 


inſufferable. His conſcience moſt poignanily 


ſtung him, he was every moment tortured with 
its upbraidings, he had murdered the virtuous 
Mariamne, and her two graceful, bighly ac- 
compliſhed Sons; his Crown was now in danger 
and even his life from Antipater; Rivers of 
innocent blood had flooded his whole Reign ; his 


declining years, and old age, were all tormented 
| and embittered by the helliſh intrigues of Salome 
his Siſter; his Perſon dreaded and hated; his 


Family abhorred by all the Nation ; and laſt of 
all his Crown, and all his glories on the eve of 


being eclipſed, by the birth of a Miraculous Child, 
by Heaven and Earth proclaimed, the promiſed 


the long expeted Meſſiah and Saviour of a 


World. Such ,were the national Feuds, | the 


animoſities and expeCtations of the People, and 


ſuch the diſtrafted ſtate of Herod, when the 


Angel Gabriel, who had been employed to ma- 
nifeſt to the Prophet Daniel, the preciſe time of 
the coming of the Meſſiah, by a determinate num- 
ber of weeks, was now ſent on a Commiſſion to 


_ Zachary, a Prieſt of ſtrif piety, and of the courſe | 
of Abiab, while he was in the midſt of his duty }' 


oftering 
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offering up incenſe in the Temple. Gabriel hers 
informed him of the birth of a Son, whom Eliza. 
beth his*wife ſhould ſhortly bear him. That Son 
ſhould have the diſtinguiſhed honour of being the 
Fore-runner and Harbinger of the great Meſſiah, 
Saviour of a World. Surpriſed at what he ſaw and 
more - by what he heard, and feeling ſo conſcious 
of his own and Elizabeth's extreme old Age, 
Zacharias reſpettfully aſked a token to confirm 
his belief of the intereſting meſſage he had brought, 
and Gabriel's grant of his requeſt, while it af-_ 
forded him a confirmation, it ſeverely reproved 
his diſtruſt, From that moment Zachary was 
ſtruck dumb, and continued ſo, until the birth 
of his promiſed Son. It was ſix months after» 
* when the Angel was again ſent on a meſſage to 
Nazareth, to a virgin named Mary, ſhe was at 
- that time under the guardianſhip of Joſeph, to 


whom ſhe had been betrothed, they were both 


of them of the houſe and Lineage of David, 


"= Ja The glad tidings the Angel imparted were, that 
bk by the favour of God, ſhe was by him made 
choice of, to be the highly honoured and happy 
p bl Mother of the Meſhiah, that Saviour of the World 

-- now expetted to he born; Gabriel diretted her 

94 to name the child Jeſus; Mary in great aſto- 
 niſhment was doubting and wondering how theſe 
\ 1 things could be, and the Angel kindly conde- 
y X Itended to relieve her perplexity, by revealing | 
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to her the miraculous Conception of. wy Di- 
vine Child, with humble confidence, Mary grate- 


fully ſubmitted to the will of Heaven; before 


the Angel left her, in order to comfort Mary, he 


informed her of the pregnancy of her couſin 


Elizabeth, and ſhe very ſoon after, ſet out on 


a journey to the hilly country, to congratulate 
her and her huſband upon it, after a viſit of 


three months, Mary returned home to Naza- 
reth. Elizabeth was fafely delivered of her pro- 
miſed Son and ſhe named him John; Zacharias 
teſtified his conſent in writing, immediately up- 


on which, his tongue was loofed and he Joy = 


fully ſung Praiſes to God. 


| Joſeph had been apprized by an Angel of 
the conception of Mary his betrothed wife, and 
was expreſsly direfted to take her, and her Child, 
under his patronage and proteQion, moreover 


| the Child about to be born was appointed by God 
to be the long looked for Meſſiah the Saviour 
_ of the world. Joſeph readily obeyed and took 


her to his own home. A decree of the Em- 


' Peror, at this time reached Judza, commanding 
an eſtimate to be made of all Eſtates, and a 


Regiſter of all perſons in that Kingdom, this 


decree obliged Joſeph and the eſpouſed Virgin 
£0 repair to Bethlehem, the City of David, now | 
Bethlchem was the City foretold by the Pro- | 
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phets as the birth-place of the Meſſiah; On this 


occaſion a great concourſe of people had reſort- 


.ed thither to -be regiſtered, Joſeph and Mary 


were therefore put to two inconveniences, their 
ſtay was much Jonger, and they could obtain 


no lodging or accomodation; as the time for 
her delivery was now come, ſhe was forced to. 


take up her habitation in a ſtable; Mary there 
brought forth her Godlike Son, and wrapped 
him in ſwadling Cloaths and laid him in a Man- 


ger. The News was firſt announced to the Shep- 


herds as they were watching their flocks, an 
Angel revealed it to them, and a multitude of 


the Heavenly Hoſt were ſeen accompaning him. 


To the ſtable of the humble cot, ſome diſtin. 
suiſhed charatters, the wiſe Men from the (caſt 


were conducted into Judza, to make their con- 


gratulations and firſt offerings to the Saviour; 
according to the Moſaic law. the child was cir- 


cumciſed,on the ejghth day, and as the Angel 


Gabriel direfted, they named him Jeſus, 


_ Juſt at this junfture all Jeruſalem was in an 


| up-roar, for theſe Magi or wiſe Men from the 


eaſt came in a body to the Metropolis, under 
the guidance of a miraculous new Star, which 
moved on majeſtically before them, direQing 
| them as It were to the place and perſon they 
| were in ſearch of. As theſe trayellers looked 
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' upon him as King of the Jews, they came | 


firſt to Jeruſalem, where he was moſt likely to 
be born or heard of—their arrival, and the rea- 
ſons they aſſigned, filled the whole City with 
conſternation—The Sanhedrim or Grand Coun- 
cil were inſtantly ſummoned, and conſulted as 
to the place of his birth, and they all named 
Bethlehem. Herod who dreamt of nothing but 


_ earthly grandeur and an earthly Kingdom, even 
now looked on this Infant as a Rival, and re- 


ſolved from that moment to deftroy it, He ſent 


| a meſſage to the Magi, and requeſted to fee 
them at the Palace, he was very inquiſitive about 


their errand, ſifted them every one, and of 


_ every circumſtance about the Star, ſtudying how 
he might beſt accompliſh his bloody purpoſe, 


and then, he artfully diſmiſſed them, go (ſays he) 
and ſearch diligently for the young Child, and 


when you have found him, bring me word, that 
TI may go likewiſe and pay my homage to him. 


As the wiſe men paſſed out of the City Gates, 
they were greatly rejoiced to ſec the ſame Star 


appear and moving on before them; it fixed 


itſelf over the houſe where the young Child lay, 
and perpendicularly ſhot down its rays upon it. 


| Here with devout reverence they approached 
| the young Babe, and knelt down before it, they 


opened the treaſures they had brought, and 
made an offering to him of gold, frankinſenſe 
_ and 
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and myrrh; after this' they were' ordered to 
return home another way without paſſing near 
Jeruſalem. At the end of forty days, according 
to the Jewiſh cuſtom, he was brought to the 
Temple at Jeruſalem, and preſented to the 
Lord with the offering uſual on theſe occa- 


 fions. It was here Simeon, a very amiable and 


venerable Prieſt, of conſummate piety, and 


endowed with a ſpirit of Prophecy met them ; 


Simeon had an intimation from God that be 
ſhould not fee death, until he had ſeen with 


his eyes the Lord of life, the promiſed Meſhah ; 


he held up the Babe in his arms, and in 


language ſtrikingly prophetic, Simeon revealed 
to his Mother the many ſorrows, blaſphemies» 


and perſecutions, this divine innocent was deſti- 


_ ned to endures Sufferings, in which indeed ſhe 
- would herſelf partake, and then in a ſort of ex- 


tacy, he piouſly ſung his own requiem— 
« Lord now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
« peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation”— 
after which, he reſtored the Babe to his Mother. 
A devout and venerable  Propheteſs named 
Anna, coming at that inſtant to the Temple, with 


-Piety and holy: ardour, proclaimed the' glad | 
_ Tidings and confirmed the truth to all the faithful 


 Ifraelites, 


Herod 
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Herod had been ſorely diſappointed at hears 


ing the wiſe men from the Eaſt had returned 
home another way, and the year following he 


iſſued out an edi& commanding all and every 


male infant to be maſſacred, not only in Beth- 


lehem, but throughout all the Towns, Villages, 
and Coaſts round about, all from two years old 
and under, | 

An author of the fifth Century relates, that 


at this very time, in the Town of Bethlehem, 


Herod had a little boy at nurſe, and that 
among the reſt, his own little innocent was maſ- 


facred. Auguſtus is ſaid on this occaſion to have 
Paſſed a ſevere refleQion on him, but it applied 


very literally alſo to Antipater and his Sons by 
Mariamne. 
« I had rather be Herod's hog, than his 


 * Yon. 


The- Providence of God had bo ordered it, 


that the Mother had conveyed the young Child 


far out of the reach of theſe bloody executio- 
ners.. 
| Antipater having ſome miſtruſt reſpeQing the 


former poiſon he had procured, forwarded now 


a freſh ſupply to his Mother, by a confidential 


| ſervant named Batillus, leaſt the old one ſhould 
In any way have miſcarried. Batillus 1mme- 


diately on his arrival at Jeruſalem was appre- 


hended, Herod having unrayelled his whole 


plot 


EISY-an 


(109 7 
plot, cauſed him to be put to the torture, and 
he here made a full confeſſion of his whole 


errand from Rome, Having extorted this 


confirmation, Herod wrote a letter to his Son, 
and ſlightly complained to him of ſome ill 
treatment he had received from his Mother, he 
intreated him to make what hafte he could homes 
leſt a long abſence ſhould give a handle to his 


enemies, and affe@ his intereſts in the Succeſhion; 


Herod with ſeeming affeAion concluded with 


aſſuring his Son he freely forgave all paſt miſ- 
carriages, and would on his arrival ſhew him 
every mark of paternal love, fatisfaftion and 


JOY. 


 Antipater's hopes at this time were, his Fa- 


ther had taken the poiſon, and was laid in his 


grave. He inſtantly prepared for his journey 
and ſet out for Jeruſalem, and it was much 
about the time of the maſſacre at Bethlehem); 
at Tarentum a diſpatch met him, and it brought 


the news of the death of his Uncle Pheroras q 


Antipater was greatly alarmed, and compared what 


| he now heard, with the accounts of his Mother's 


Uiſgrace, He had no love whatever. for his Un-. 
cle, but he ſadly feared he might have miſſed 


bis aim of poiſoning the King. He purſued his | 


Journey as far as Sicily, and ſtopt at Celenderis. 
here he called a council of his companions and 
T7, - inend*. 
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| friends, named his fears, talked over his 
Uncles death, and his Mother's baniſhment, he 
grew jealous and ſuſpicious, thought it was a 
ſad Omen, and enquired if he ſhould proceed 
homewards or return back to Rome. His friends 
told him nothing would ſo ſurely diſpel his 
fathers ſuſpicions as his preſence and return to 
Court, and over perſuaded him to get on board 
again, after which a fair wind ſoon landed him 
at Sebaſte; inſtead of meeting here the ſhouts 
and acclamations he fully expetted, the Peo- 
ple were murmuring and loading him all the 
way he went with the bittereſt reproaches, im- 
puting to him the bloody execution and ſuf. 

ferings of both his Brothers, x 


Antipater haſtened from hence direaly to 
Jeruſalem, Herod had fo cloſely concealed his 
deſigns that the Prince drove on tothe Palace, 
the gates were inſtantly flung open to him, but 
all his retinue were refuſed admittance; as ſoon 
as Antipater was uſhered in to the prefence of 
the King, he threw himſelf at his feet and of_ 
fered to embrace his knees, he here met a 
ſtern repulſe, and was arreſted on the ſpot, An- 
tipater aſked the realon, and was only upbraid- 
ed as being the cauſe of the death of his -two 
brothers, and that he ſhould be formally ar- 
raigned and tried before Quintilius Varus the 
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| Governor of Syria, now on a viſit at the Court 
of Herod; at this ſolemn and highly awful trial of 
his rebellious and unnatural Son, the Father had 
prevailed upon Varus to fit as Judge, and as 
all things were in readineſs, the very next day 
the court fat, and Antipaters trial commenced. 
An Auguſt and numerous aſſembly had been 
purpoſely convened, and the young Prince was 
brought into Court before them; Antipater fell 
on his knees, petitioning to be heard, at leaft 
before ſentence ſhould be paſſed againſt him» 
| Herod commanded him to ſtand up, that he 
might the better level his Reſentments at him. 
He began by informing the court of his deſigns 
to poiſon him, and unravelled the conſpiracy 
he had diſcovered and extorted from Barillus, 
proving the truth, as he went on, by witneſſes, the 
 Cleareſt and moſt authentic evidence, after which, 
he named, and with a vehemence expreſſive 
of what he felt, Antipater's deteſtable condu& 
and treachery to his brothers, then fixing his 
eyes on his Son he added, if they were guilty 
Thou haſt been their unnatural follower—if they 
were innocent, their cruel and bloody Mur- 
_ derer. Herod's exertion and exceſs of pricf 
occalioned now a flood of tears, he could go 
on no longer, and he beckoned to his chief 


counſellor, Damaſcen, ordering him to go on with 
the accuſation, and bring in his proofs. Da- 


Vor;- T1. U maſcen 
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maſcen was prevented by the young Prince, whe 


now requeſted leave to ſpeak for himſelf; he 


argued how improbable it was, for one in his 
ſituation, to commit a crime ſo horrible, a para- 
cide ſo monſtrous, and eſpecially as he had 
ſtill before his eyes, the dreadful puniſhment his 


wo Brothers had ſuffered for a like offence. 


He went on accuſing of falſehood, and of the baſefi 
corruption all the witneſſes, but here Damaſcen 
interrupted him, and gave ſuch ſatisfaQtory 
evidence of their veracity, as left the Court no 
room to doubt of Antipater's guilt. The Judge 
now informed the Prince, the Court were wait- 


ing his reply, and Herod and himſelf defirous, that 
he ſhould bring in, whatever proofs of innocence 
he had to offer. Antipater could only have 
recourſe to oaths and imprecations, the refuge of 
tbe blackeſt criminals, and he began calling down 
the heavieſt curſes on himſelf, in caſe he were 
guilty. To ſuch impiety and declamation Va- 
rus inſtantly put a top, by ordering into Court 
the poiſon ſwore to by the witneſs, and having 


cauſed a condemned criminal to be led into the 


midſt of the Aﬀembly, a part* only of the poiſon 


was given him. The wretch fell down dead 


| almoſt as ſoon as he had drank it. The Judge 
aroſe from the bench, broke up the Court, and 
gave his opinion only to Herod. The young 
Prince was remanded back to Priſon, and Herod 


forwarded 
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WIRES to Rome the account of ihe wht 


trial, charging the meſſenger, who had been pre- 
ſent throughout, to give the Emperor ated 


further particular he might require, 

Whilſt theſe ſad tidings were forwarding to 
Rome, a moſt miſerable and dreadful diſeaſe 
ſeized Herod, an ulceration of his bowels with 
excruciating pains, his body and limbs were 


covered with running ſores, and in ſome places 


vermin and worms, offenſively loathſcme, eat 


away his fleſh. He was beſides this worn out with 


age, ficknels, and infirmities, a torment to himſelf 
and to every one around him, Herod ſeemed 
very defirous to make his will, and to appoint 
his youngeſt Son, his heir and ſucceſſor, he 


had two other Sons, Archelaus and Phillip, but 


ſo much had been ſaid againſt them, they were 
now both out of Bvour. 


Herod nanenied a thouſand talents to 


Auguſtus, and five hundred more to Livia the 
Empreſs. A very large Legacy to his unworthy 


Siſter, the reſt and reſidue of his eſtates and reve- 


nues, he ordered to be divided among his children. 


Notwuhſtanding his ſufferings, Herod, was rouſed 


from his languor and deſpair, by a tumult and 


inſurreQtion in the City, he ſet about quelling it 
with wonderful agility, the Ring-leader be burnt 
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alive, and ſome of his confederates. The King's 


dileale grew every day more and more loathſome 
and inveterate, what ſeemed moſt to mortify him 
was, his foreſeeing the Nation would feel no 
ſorrow for his death, inhuman, ſayage and deſ- 
perate, he bethought himſelf however of the 


moſt horrid of all expedients to prevent their 
rejoicing. On account of the late riots, Herod 
had cauſed himſeif to be carried in a litter 
to Jericho, and here he iſſued out a ſummons, 


commanding the Elders and Heads of all the 
Jews to repair thither under penalty of death. 


On their arrival Herod ſhut them all up in a 
magnificent Amphitheatre, and ſent for his 


Siſler Salome and Alexas her huſhand, giving 


them a ſtrict and ſecret charge to have them 
: butchered, as ſoon as his breath was gone, by 
which means added he, I ſhall damp the Peoples 
Joy, and ſecure a rea] mourning at my death. 


At his time the meſſengers returned from 
Rome. The Emperor confirmed the ſen. 


| tence, and ſigned the dead warrant for Antipater's 


execution. Herod's miſery and tortures, more 


and more exquiſite, occaſioned after the bitter 


cries of a molt painful attack, a report that he was 
dead, it reached the prilon where his Son was con- 
fined, Antipater was overjoyed, and he ſent for the 
goaler and conſulted him on the happy event, the 

goaler 


(197) 


goaler acquainted | the King, and threw him into 


a moſt violent rage, Herod inſtantly diſpatched 
his body guard and put his Son to death; the 
Father outlived him only five days, during theſe, 
he made his will afreſh; Herod left his Kingdom 
to his Son Archelaus, made Antipas, Tetrarch 
of Galilee, and bequeathed to his Son Philip 
the Regions of Trachonitis, Gaulon, Batanea, and 
Panias, and he now conſtituted them into a Te- 
trarchy, A legacy both in money and land he 
left to Salome. Herod died in the ſeventieth 


72 year of his Age, and. he had reagnes thirty= 


ſeven; 


In ſpite of all the oaths they had taken and 
the proteſtations they had made, Salome and 
Alexas, were ſo far from executing the laſt 
bloody and tyrannical orders of their Brother, 
that they affiduouſly ſtrove to hide the ſecret 
from the nation, they repaired immediately to 
the Hippodrome, the ſpacious Amphitheatre where 
the Jews were ſhut up, and cauſed the gates to 


? © beall flung open, and diretted them, as by order 
| i of the King, to return home, they accordingly ſet 


= out on their joutney to Jeruſalem, after which 


-— they publiſhed the news of Herod's death, and 
ſummoned to the Hippodrome all the General 
: Officers and Soldiery, and read them a letter 


: from the decealed King, in which he thanked 
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them, for their paſt ſervices and fidelity to hire, 
and he wiſhed them now to ſhew it to his Son 
Archelaus, whom he had appointed his Succeſlor. 
Ptolemy, Lord-keepet of the royal Seal, now read 
to them the will, All the People ſhouted, Long 
Live King Archelaus, Both Officers and Soldiers | 
paid him homage, and affured him of their 
allegiance and attachment. 


-A- mol niagwificent funeral was now famptu- 
ouſly prepared for Herod by his Son, his body 
was placed in a gorgeous litter all of gold, 


and entiched with precious ſtones, the roya] | 


crown on his head, and a golden ſceptre in his 
hand, his Sons, Grandſons, Salome his Siſter 
and Alexas her Huſband; with all the reſt of his 
Relations marched by the fide, and his General 
Officers, Civil and Military followed according 
to their ranks; his Guards led the Van, fully 
accoutred and in order of battle ; five hundred 
_ of the King's domeſtics cloſed the proceſſion 
with ſpices and aromatic perfumes, thus in ſo- 
lemn pomp they moved ſlowly on to the Caltle 
of Herodion, where according to his laſt ex- 
preſs orders, they depoſited the remains of this 
bloody, cruel, and aaenes Ln 


After the death of Herod, the Kingdom was 
divided into four parts, Each diviſion was 
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( 151 ) 
called a Tetrarchy, and governed by a Princes 
who bore the name of Tetrarch, 


The Life of HEROD exhibits a range 
Mixture of Wretchedneſs and Vanity—A Scene 
perpetually Shifting—A Soul ever on the Rack— 
Bold, Enterprizing, Reſolute= A Man of 
great Addreſs—Popular in his Behaviour—Ge- 
nerous and Prince-like in his Expences and 
Entertainments, whoſe ruling Paſſion was Am- 


* bition—He was jealous of Power—Deſfigning— 


Ever on the Watch—Sufpicious of all the 
World—Inexorably Cruel and Rapactous— 
A Slave to Paſſion, he knew no Law but Will— 


3 Oc Implacable Reſentment—Uninfluenced by 


 Reaſon—Irreconcileable to Penitence—Without 


| Religion and without Humanity. 
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HE moſt ancient account we have of this 
venerable Patriarch, this model of patience 
ſtill held up for our example, is, that he lived on 
= the confines of Idumea and Arabia, he married 
27 an Arabian Princeſs, his eldeſt Son was named 
” Ennon, and the Hiſtory informs us, he had 
2 7 afterwards fix other Sons, and three Dau ohters. 


Job was the Son of Zarah, and the fifth in 
deſcent from Jacob, in the line of Eſau, he 
reigned in Idumea, and his Palace was in the 
City of Denaba. The royal friends who viſited 

Vor. I, X bim 


(--134 


him in his abaſement and afflitions, were Elt- 


pbaz King of Teman, Bildad and Zophaz two 


other neighbouring Kings, and Elihu (the mean- 


Ing of this name 1s, © my God is he.”) Elihu was 
Son of Barachel, a wiſe and good man, modeſt, 
amiable, and reſpeAful. 


Job is ſuppoſed to have been a cotemporary 
with Moſes, and ſome authors have thought, that 


Moſes himſelf, while he lived in Midian, wrote 


the Book of Job, antecedent to his Government 


over Iſracl, and his ſongs and triumphal odes, 


eſpecially that in commemoration of the miracle 


wrought in favour of the Iſraelites, and to the 


deſtruction of Pharoah and the Egyptian Hoit, 


is an elegant and pleaſing proof of his poetic 
genius and abilities, but if Moſes was the Author, 
the four laſt verſes muſt have been added by 
fome inſpired perſon in order to complete the 


irene 


The Book was written in Hebrew, and in 
verſe, the ſtile is lofty and ſublime, abounding 


with Imagery, and a variety of intereſting, _ 


highly awful events, .and charaQters. It deſcribes 
Job, as a powerful and magnificent Prince, 
honourable, royal, abounding in poſſeſſions, he was 
the greateſt of all the Eaſt, and moſt reaſonably 
expetting a long enjoyment” of his honours, for 
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thi hand of Ns which had ſo liberally 
beſtowed, up held him, and led him forwards, 
engaged, as It were, in the preſervation, and 
continuance of his bleſſings. * God had ſet a 
* hedge about him, and about all that he had, 
* on every fide, and his ſubſtance increaſed 
a dally. 


He was | bleſſed with a numerous offspring of 


Sons and Daughters, enjoying his aifluence, in- 
heritors of his happineſs, and to an affettionate 


Parent, that is ſurely a long and lengthened out 


enjoyment, as he was to live, over and. Over 


again, in his SIOOny: 


F 


Job wiz a virtuous: Prince! in the. high relliſh 


of all his bleſſings, diffuſing their beneficial influ= 
ence all around him- ©& A perfe& and upright 


* Man, one that feared God, and | elchewed 
evi,” pf 
It was In the height Ni fanſhiop of eoſin 


amidſt the innocent gaity and enchanting ſweet. 


neſs of domeſtic life, and while he was poſlefling 
the higheſt national honours, that in one inſtant, 
(events and cauſes equally unforeſeen) all Ap 
changed into ſorrow, | and utter deſpair. The 
fortunes of this good man were-blalted, lightening 
from. Heaven ſtruck dead all his flocks and 
herds, his numerous offspring, thoſe moſt  en- 
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dearing pledges of his future happineſs, were all 
ſnatched from him at a blow, * for his children 


« were met together in their elder Brother's 
« houſe, a meeting of love and joy, a family 


« feaſt, when a Hurricane ſmote the four corners 


« of the houſe, and it fell, and buried them all 


in its TuiIns. 


The news of theſe ſad diſaſters 1s quickly 
brought to the Palace, one Meflſenger on the 


heels of another. The loſs of all his riches, his 
 Oxen, and 'Camels, and Aﬀes, and Sheep, the 


affetionate Patriarch bore with wonderful calm- 


neſs and filent reſignation, but he wes ſo fond of 
his children, ſo jealous and fearful was he of 
their offending God, that at every feaſt and fa- 


mily viſit, Job roſe. up early, and offered a fin- 
offering and a peace-offering for each of his 


| Sons, leaſt (ſays he) amidſt his gaity and mirth 
| he may have blaſphemed his God, and when he 
| heard of his dear childrens calamity, his ſeven 


Sons and his three Daughters all in riper years 
and the fulleſt enjoyment, Job roſe from his 


ſeat, walked to and fro, he rent his garments, 


he ſhaved his head, fell proſtrate on the ground 
before God, and breathed out a pious Sohloquy 
on the day of his birth, and the hour of his 
death, pointing out a likeneſs which no inter- 


vening events, proſperous or adverſe, could 
| ever 
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Be” 1 the exalted, Rrong, and animated expreſhons of 
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ever alter or deſtroy. Job found himſelf fooy 
beſet with a new and excruciating miſery, a 
painful diſeaſe of body was added to the ſorrows 
and diſtration of his mind, and juſt at a time 
when he in patience was colleQing all his ſtrength 
and fortitude to affuage them. Sore and angry 
boils reſembling the ſmall pox, offenſively loath- 
ſome, covered him all over. Job fat in ſack- 
cloth and aſhes, ſuffering from unjuſt calumnia- 
tions, and accumulated miſery, which was only 
counterbatinced by confcious innocence and reli.. 
ance on God. The Hiſtory concludes with a 
highly pleaſing, and enchanting reſtoration to 
eaſe, dignity, honour, wealth and happineſs, the 
reward of his virtues and his trials, the Appros 
bation of his God. 


The poem is lively: and animated, wrought 
up with all the beauty and ſublimity of figure, 
the luxuriance of deſcription, ſerious yet pleaſing, 
awful, pathetic, and inſtruttive, full of God, his 
periettions, and providence, under miiery fo 
humiliating cloſely adhering to God, and in 
the never-ceaſfing exerciſe of patient ſubmiſſion, 
fortitude and reſignation. It is ſurely a very 
beautiful ſpecimen of Primitive FRISOL, and of 
Gentile piety, 


| A ſubjedt fo pathetic, is tbrtalty ſuited to. 


the 


( 158. } 
the Faſt, and one might challerge the moſt cele- 
brated Authors of antiquity, even there, to pra- 
duce a ſpecimen of eloquence fo noble and 


thorc ughly affetting. 


Tre Apoltle St. James, divides the book of 
Job into © the Patience of Job; and the Catal. | 
* trophe or Event.” A divine tragi-comedy, | 
the ſorrow and bitter anguiſh, ſweetly ending, in 
enlarged proſperity, and. more complete enjoy- 
ment. Armed with Wiſdom, Righteouſnels, and 
Patience, this good man ſeems to ſtand impreg- + 
nable; he was learned in all the arts and philo- i 
ſophy of the ſchools, in aſtronomy and the con- 
WH: :tellations, and we are told, writing, fome traces 
A [ of navigation, the ſecrets and beauties of nature, ; 
| and much fublime and uſeful knowledge was then, 
and there acquired, and cultivated. His divine 
1448 fortitude, his ſincerity, piety, and humble deport= | 
1108 ment molt amiably exhibit his Righteouſneſs. f 
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Although the charges of his friends were heavy, ; 

04/48 they were all of them falſe; he ſenſibly felt them, * 

F "8 but integrity and conſcience were both on his fide, _ 

| "tt a counter-evidence to their accuſations; his 

#9 {ſpirit was thus kept alive, tis ſerenity returns, + 

\ I. his mind ſtrengthens, polleſling. himſelf, he tri- 
| 


umphs in his uprightneſs, 

a | His Patience, fo ſeverely tried, appears the 

more honourable and exemplary, after his having 
enjoyed 


( 159 ) 

_ enjoyed fo dignified a. tation, ſuch affluence 
and reſpeQability. He was ſtripped quite na- 
ked, not one of all his many Comforts left him 
to enjoy ; afflicted by Gov, by Men, and by 
Devils; by friends, and by foes deſpiſed, flan- 
dered, calumniated ; ſhamefully and paſſionately 
ordered by bis Wife, to. curſe his God and 
die, 


The Subjett of conteſt and diſpute between . 


Job, and the three neighbouring Princes, who 
came to viſit him, ſeems to be, whether God 


diſtributes rewards and puniſhments in exa@ 


proportion to the Merit, or Demerit, of each_ 


individual, his pretended friends aſſert He does, 
and therefore the uncommon ſeverity of - the 
Calamities, notwithſtanding his apparent righte- 
ouſneſs, prove Job in reality a grievous Sinner. 
They highly aggravate his ſuppoſed Guilt, by 
the imputation of Hypocriſy, and call upon him 
to conſeſs it, and acknowlegde the juſtice. of 


his puniſhment. Job never once preſumes to 


accuſe the Supreme Being of injuſtice, yet aſſerts 
his own innocence and uprightnefs, in the 


Ws moſt humble and pathetic Anguage. 


Elihu, another Friend, teapot to arbi- 


3M TH: + trate the matter, by alledging the impoſſibility 


i% _ = that ſo frail and ignorant a creature as Man, 
i 4 trout proven the ways of the. Almighty, 


and 


{ "$00 } 


and therefore condemns the unjuſt and cruel 
inference, the three royal friends had drawn 
from the ſufferings of Job. Elihu, after this, 
blames Job for his Preſumption, his ac- 
- quitting himſelf of all Iniquity, ſince the | beſt 
of Men are not pure in the fight of God, 
but "all have ſomething to repent of, and 
Elihu adviſes Job to make this uſe of his 
aftliftions. At laſt, by a bold and moſt ſublime 
figure of Poetry, the Supreme Being is himſelf 
introduced,, ſpeaking from the Whirlwind, and 
filencing them all, by the moſt amazing diſ- 
play of his Power, Magnificence and Wiſdom, 
and the comparative littleneſs, and ignorance 
of Man, Life and Immortality were not 
as yet brought to light by the Goſpel, and a fu- 
ture retribution, that moſt ſatisfatogy of all 
ſolutions, remained yet to be diſcloſed. 


| The fourteenth Chapter, is a very awful, 


eloquent, and pathetic re preſentation of mortali- | 


ty. © Man that is born of a Woman, has but 
** a few days to live, and is full of trouble ; he 
fpringeth up as a flower, and is cut down ; he 
fleeth allo as a ſhadow, and continueth not. 


; The iwenty ala; a {weet cnetianting pifture 
of domeſtic life, united with Royal Dignity in 
all its higheſt honours. Bcſhides being a Prince 


N "oy 


ce 164-7} 


| 36 tat as Judge among his People. © From my 


© youth, compallion was brought up with me as 
_« q Father. , put ' on righteouſneſs and it 
© © cloathed me.” My judgment was as a Robe 


and a Diadem. I delivered the poor that cried, 


; | and the fatherlefs, and him that had none to help 
him. The bleſſing of him, that was ready to 
” periſh, came upon me, and I cauſed the Widows 
= heart to leap for joy, I was eyes to the blind, 
— and feet was I to the lame. I was a Father to 
| : the poor, I break the jaws of the wicked, and 


© plucked the ſpoil out of his teeth, 
After this you read the HWY finiſhed portrait 
of the War-horle. 
The Generous Beaſt will arreſt your fancy, 
- and fire your imagination. Leaving unnoticed, 
© figure, lineaments, and motion, the ornaments 
"of lefler Poets, with wonderful ſpirit and vivacity 


- *he animates his deſcription with the beauties of 


| {the Horles mind. Imagine two Armies on the 


{point of engaging, colours flying, the firſt ſignal | 


given by blowing up the trumpets, ever after 


F he Horſe 1 is on a foam; the delay of the fecond 


trumpet is of high importance to his figure, 
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"pawing and wk his hoof all ſury and 1 1Mpa- 
"tence for the battle, 
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God is himſclf the Speaker. 


a 


« Raft thou cloathed his Neck with Thunder, 

« the Glory of his Nollrils 1s terrible. He 

© paweth in the Valley, rejoicing in his firength, 

« He goeth out to meet the armed men, mocking 
« at ſear, The quiver rattleth again{t him, the 

_« glittering ſpear and the ſhield. He fwalloweth 
© up the ground with fierceneſs. He .careth 

« not for the ſound of the trumpet, ſmelling th: 


« battle afar off, the Thunder of the Captain: 


| __« and the ſhouting.” 


But the grand amazing diſplay of Power, Ma- = 
Jeſty, and Sublimity throughout the thirty-.cighth - 
Chapter to the laſt, where every line delincates , 
the God, every ſentence opens with ſome new | 

grand obje& in creation, no pen can deſciibe, no | 
tongue expreſs, no thoughts conceive, and no | Z 
eye read without abaſement and annihilation, B 
and yet, after Job has thus awfully impreſſed on 7 
your mind the ſublime attributes, and infinite | 0 5 
Majeſty of Almighty God, as exemplified in thc i 


altoniſuaing wonders of Creation, he finds a 
means of aggrandizing, and raiſing your concep- 
tions higher till, and by how funple a mode ! 


« Lo, theſe arc a part of His ways; 


+ Mae 3 


* how very little a pottion is heard of Hin.” 
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L Inlike manner, Milton in the execution of that 
: glorious commiſſion, given the Mefliah to extir- 
'q pate the Hoſt of Rebel Angels. Mo 
« Go, thou Mightieft, In thy Father* $ Might,” 


then cloathing him with Terror and Majeſty, even 
=> more than he could deſcribe, finds 'a way to 
make you conceive of him far more Mighty and 
E terrific ſtil, | 

” © Yet half his ftrength he put not forth, but 
© checked 


His Thunder in mid volley,”*— 


The Hiſtory now pleafingly informs you, Job 
is reſtored to health, dignity, riches and enjoy- 
ment, and the Lord oave Job twice as much 

he had before, and the Lord bleed his 
* latter end,. more than his beginning. He had 
| fourteen thouſand Sheep, {ix thouſand Camels: 


03, 08.0 
2A 
'F 


= and a thouſand yoke on Oxen, and a thoutand 
7 £ | ſhe Aﬀes, 


T Job had alſo ſeven Soi and three Daughters, 


and no Women were found ſo fair as the RE 
7 ters of Tob. 
} He lived after this, an hundred and . forty 
— years, and ſat his SONS, and his Sons SONS, even. 
= ſour Generations, | 
7A Job was then eathered to his Fathers, old, and 
i of days, riches, and honour, | 
? 7H Y 2 ESSAY 
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© x AL 
ON THE BO OK OF 


II ESE compoſitions were made at diffe- 
rent ſeaſons, and on many and varicus 
occalions by David, Solomon and Hezekiah, 


Kings of Iſrael and Judab, and by Aſaph, Moſes + 


anc! others. 


4 


Ezra, a very learned Jew, of the houſe of 7 
| Aaron, (who by the intereſt of Queen Eſther had 7 
been deputed as Viceroy from the Court of 
Perha) firſt made a colleQtion of them at _ | 


alem. 


. 1 RY ; 
1 LES BÞ4 
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WIREE 


for their OR {irength and loftinefs of 


165 ) 

Ezra preſided over the Jewiſh Church and Na- 
tion thirteen years, and was then ſucceeded by: 
Nehemiah. On the arrival of this new Governor, 
Ezra, with dignity and graceful condeſcenſion, 
applied himſelf wholly to the ſervices of the 
Temple; he ſat as Preſident in the grand Sanhe- 
drim, and there, as one of his employments, Ezra 


 pxeviſed, and accommodated to the ſervices of 


the day, this Book of Pſalms. The Jews were 
great lovers of muſick, and attributed much influ- 
ence to 1ts charms, it calmed the paſſions and Cx- 
cited devotion. | Eg 

Divine ſongs, and Hymns of praiſe and thagkf- 
giving (one part of the chorus anſwering to another 
as you now ſece in the choirs of Cathedrals) formed 
a very principal part of the Jewiſh Worſhip, and 


the Plalms were reſecrred to, in the order in 


which they are now placed, 
himſelf and his Apoſtics. 


by .our Saviour 


Jewiſh hymns were always and juſtly admired 
ex 
preſſion, and the elegance and beauty of their ima- 
gery. Moles \was eminently diſtinguiſhed as a 
Poet as well as a Legiſlator, the burſts of elo- 
quence, the flights of fancy: and poctic ſweet- 
nels delight you, the ſpirit of true piety and 
warmth of devotion never breathed more ſcr- 
vently than in theſe Divine Compoſittons, 


The 


( 166 ) 


The rich vein of Poetry muſt have greatly 
ſuffered by a proſe tranſlation. How highly 
captivating and beautiful muſt they have been ja 
the original? 
Meditations ſo ſublime are beyond all com- 
mendation; Devotion fo devout iurpaſſes all ex- 
preſſion; yet in Hebrew, and in elegant verſe, 
{ung aloud unto God in the ſpacious Temple, 
with the blaſt of trumpets, and the men fingers 


ard the women ſtr 2Ters, With the timbrel and the 


harp, in Jewiſh pomp, on a foiemn feſtival and 
general thankſgiving, we might conceive ſtill 


higher of their loftineſs and Majeſty, catch more 


of the flame of devotion and be loſt in extaſy. 
Even now to read them after ſo many of their 
beauties are obſcured, Compoittions fo animated 
and ſublime, draw us off frem converſe with men 
to devout communion with our Gcd, 


A ſele& portion were dai'y ſung as morning 
and evening exerciſes in the Temple, one was 
always chaunted at the firſt opening of the doors, 
and another at ſhutting them up at. night, others 
while the Sacrilices were oftering up. Sometimes 
the King bore a part alone, ſpeaking in his own 
perſon, the reſponſes made by the Prieſts and 


Levites, and all the People joincd ww chorus. 
They arc wiſely ſuited to private devotion, as 
well 
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well as publick worſhip, to ſolemn faſts and days 
_ of humiliation, to feaſts, weddings and convivi- 


ality, Anthems of commemoration, thankſgiv= 
ing and joy, as well as folemn Dirges and Fu- . 
neral odcs. 


Some were compoſed in times of trouble and 
ſcenes of diſtreſs, under Saul's perſecutions, Ab- 
ſalom's rebellion, and in captivity and bondage, 


 fome ſongs of Triumph, after fiznal deliverances 
_ and {ung on ſolemn feaſt days, many are peniten= 


tial, ingenuous confeſfions and deep contrition, 
and it 1s pathetically and juſtly remarked, that 


no prelent pleaſure and gratification, could ever 


counterbalance the miſery, diſtraction and ſuffer- 
ings, the Royal Penitent fo exquiſitely deſcribes 
in ſome of them. How dehrable to eſcape 
tne hcart-piercing ſorrow of ſuch Repentance, by 


avoiding Sin, which coſts fuch bitter anguiſh 


and contrition.. 


Theſe ſublime tymns breath throughout 'ſo 
divine an cloquence, you grow devout on read- 
ing them, and the Jews gave out, that whoſoever 


-— would make the trial, and repeat them 'over 


thcee times every day, would ſarely be inhabi- 
tants of the Heavenly Canaan. Thus they reduce 
righteouſneſs to pratlice, for while we acquire 
ine ſentiments, we perlorm the offices of devo- 


ton, 
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tion, Wur Saviour uſed them as ſuch on the 
croſs, breathing out his ſpirit with the words of 
David. No tongue of Man or Angel can con- 
vey a higher idea of any compoſition, or of their 
kelicity who rightly uſe 1t. 


Many of the Pſalms are Prophecies, and re- 


ferred to, as ſuch, by our Saviour and his 
| Apoſtles. To bear teſtimony to him and his 


divine miſſion, is indeed one great and ultimate 


deſign of all the lacred writers. 


Not only the prediftions diewſtiyea but even 
the accompliſhment of many is here related, 
The ſufferings of our Saviour are all of them 
minutely deſcribed, and the maaner of his death 
on the croſs, with every attendant circumſtance 
of mockery and horror, eyen to the parting of 
his garments and to the caſting lots for his veſture, 


The Royal Pfalmiſt moſt obviouſly delineates 
Man's redemption, the incarnation, the paſſion, 


the reſurrettion and the aſcenſion of the Son ot 
God, as if he were an eye-witneſ:, aſſerting what 
he now ſaw upon the ſpot, rather than, as a Pro- 
phet, naming events a thouſand years before their. 


= accompliſhment, 


The repetitions reſemble a form of prayer on 
extraordinary occaſions; the works of creation 
and 


( 169 ) 
U | and proyidence, but more eſpecially the good- 


* neſs and mercy of God, are a frequent theme 
— of praiſe, devotion, and gratitude- 


The Book contains one hundred and fifty 
6, Hymns or Pſalms, and is divided into five parts 
® or books. The' firlt finiſhes with the forty-firſt 
2” Pſalm, and concludes with Amen and Amen, 
* The ſecond Book at the ſeventy-ſecond, with the 
= ſame, only adding the prayers of David, the 
Son of Jeſſe, are ended. The third Book ends 
= at the eighty-ninth, and the fourth at the hundred 
— and ſixth. The fifth includes the remainder. 
Amen Amen concludes the firſt three. A fingle 
Amen the fourth, and the laft finiſhes with Hal- 
 lelujah. Praiſe ye the Lord. "The Hebrew 


_ word 1s expreſſive of great Joy and holy rap- 
—— ture. | 


= I. The firſt Pſalm is a Preface to the whole 
= Book. A powerful perſuaſive to the ſerious 
— ſtudy of it. is 

= The happineſs of Man, what it is—wherein 
p71 it confiſteth ? The kindeſt and wiſeſt advice (a 
= beautiful climax) diretting you not to go into 
= the company of the ungodly—not to ſtay in it— 
not to hahituate yourſelf to hit 1 In it—never to fit 
FI al eaſe, in it. 


i Vou. 1, —” 11. The 
| iy - | | : 


| | IT. The ſecond is a high compliment, and 7 
i elegant ode, on the ſettlement of the Crown upon "7 
| : David and his Family. This was choſen for his _ | 
| ” grand Coronation Anthem. Verſe the eighth 

a Propheſy of the incarnation of Our Saviour, as 


| | | : | 
il St. Paul informs us, and the Apoſtles declare |. 
'f | God by the mouth of his ſervant David, ut- | 
i | tered thele things concerning Chriſt. * 

j 


| | LII. This Pſalm was compoſed at the time 

= of David's flight from his Son Abſalom, and 
| deſcribes the ſafety he experienced under God's 

j , proteQtion, The ſeventh verſe exhibits a ſtriking 

| image taken from beaſts of prey. © Thou ſmiteſt 
their cheek bone (where their ſtrength lay) 
thou breakeſt the teeth of the ungodly.” God 
thus takes away, the power, and means of 
hurting. 


_ TR AR 
ate fl Bonn Foes Hee thn = 


> V5" 
TOM — an he bog? 


oat 


=” SLED - 
oe IR aA 


PO 
- 


OOO 
Ee ee Ni mwatiog 


= ” piles I: 


__ "X" Tf Dt rg me” 
pe <A" NT CC II 
oy 


” 2! %ax rote Be ow 
x - i 5 p 


IV. An inquiry after happineſs, a hymn full 7 
of aſſurance and piety. The diſpleaſure of God | 7 
includes in it infamy and diſtreſs, but his favour E 
every thing great, good, and honourable, F 


| | V. David's record and pious acknowledg- 
Wl ment, that God is King over Iſrael. A devout 
| __ addreſsto God under trouble and perſecution. 


- Acts I Zo 3J-- | | | 4 ER 
VL Pious 


293 
YI. Pious meditations during fickneſs, and on 
fecovery. | | 


= VII. Upon the ſlander of his bitter enemy 
* Cuſh the Benjamite. By a beautiful figure 


& bg 


. David deſcribes him already in his ſufferings, 
- involved in the very calamity, he had been pre- 
paring for another. 


7 VIII. A Moon light Hymn, compoſed ſoon 
| after David's victory over Goliah of Gath. Out 
F the mouths of babes and ſucklings thou haſt 
ordained ſtrength, (comparing Goliah with him- 
ſelf, a mere. child,) that thou mighteſt ſt:]l the 

| Enemy, and this mighty Avenger. It alludes 
allo to the vittory gained by Chriſtianity over 

— its Enemies, and thus Our Saviour applies it 
"to himſelf and his Apoſtles, the latter though ig- 

= norant and illiterate, void of | power or lore, 

Prumphed over the wiſdom of the wiſe, and 

© filenced the cavils of the ſubtile Phariſce. 
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we IX. X. Sunboſed to be two parts of one 
| "Hymn. David had been delivered out of ſome 
great diſtreſs. Lively and pathetic refleQions on 
ON the oppreſſion and inſolence of Saul's Miniſters, 
-— Impatient at ſeeing the Good involved in miſery, 
if hey called in queltion the very Being and Pro-. 
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( 172 ) 
vidence of God; David aſſures them, notwiths 
ftanding theſe ſeeming confuſions, there was a 
God in Heaven flill, a righteous God, who for 
ſecret cauſes, and for a while, might ſuffer the 
wicked to triumph, yet ſooner or later, he would 
be a refuge for the opprelied, a refuge in time 
_ of trouble. 


XI. In order to avoid the perſecution of 
Saul, David had fled to the Mountains, the 
Strong Holds and the Rocks, in this Pſalm he 
| holds a dialogue with his friends, and it was re- 
hearſed in the Tabernacle before the congrega- 
tion upon certain occalions, i 


a» -f h X111. Calons to God in great 
diſtreſs, David here afferts, that in the Jewiſh 


CE.conomy, wickedneſs was ſeldom indulged with $ 


' proſperity, ſhould it appear fo, it was but for a 
ſhort time, the flattering proſpett ſoon vaniſhed, 
Delinquents were almoſt always puniſhed, 


XIV. A Pfalm compoſed in his flight from 
Jeruſalem, lamenting the defe&ion of his Peo- 
ple to Abſalom, **when the Lord bringeth us back 
to Jeruſalem (from whence we are expelled) 
Jacob ſhall rejoice and Iſrael ſhall be glad.” 


XV. After 


i: $4 
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XV. After the rebellion was quelled and 
David had returned to Jeruſalem, he gives this 
charafter and deſcription of a citizen of Sion, 
His religion the habitual praQiſe of holineſs. 


| An exaltation of moral vittues and intended for 


the uſe of the Prieſts. - 


XVI. The Golden Pſalm, ſtrongly expreſſing 
his confidence in God, while he was under per. 
ſecutions. David implotes the protefQtion of 
God from this conſideration, that he ſRedfaſtly 
adheres to God's law himſelf, and is ready to 


give his aid and ſupport to all who do. St. Peter 


"of OED 


declares it a Prophely of the death, reſurreQion, 
and aſcenſion of Chriſt: 


XVII: A devout prayer of David's, a ſolemn 
avowal of his innocence, in oppoſition to the 


ws : Courtiers of Saul, a confidential, hopeful | and 


£2035 OTE 
Y 
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| pathetic appeal to God: 


XVI11: A Gong of Triumph; David in the 
+ loſtieſt ſtile, deſcribes the Majeſty of God, and 
* the awful manner by which he extricates him out 
* of his difficulties, by arming the elements againſt 
© his adverſaries, thunder, lightning, hail and 


| tempeſt, with darkneſs and alarming horrors. 


God 
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of the Peſtilence. 
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God is here Majeltically introduced, etcoms. 


paſſed with all the powers of nature, with 
his Armory, and his inftruments of. TINO 
around him. 

XIX, Adifplay of God's glory in Creation, a 
moſt beautiful alluſion to the Sun coming out of 
his chamber like a bridegroom at midnight 
(the uſual cuſtom in Jeruſalem when he was 


attended by his friends, with glaring lights and 


torches, parading the ſtreets of the City) and 
rejoicing as a ſirong Man to run his race, con= 
ſcious and confident of his own ſtrength, 


XX. XXI. Are fervent and devout pray. 


ers of the People for their King, they were 
chanted as Songs of triumph after victory and 
deliverances. 
Nations abounding in chariots and 


| horſemen. ; 
XXII. This Pathetic Pſalm was compoſed 


by David at Mehanaim. God had appeared to 
| him on the ſpot, by his Angel, during the rage 
David feelingly recolleQs this 


Military exploits againſt Syria, and 
Ammon, 


awful interview, and how he had here tenderly 
pleaded with God in behalf of his people, and 


afreſh recounts his ſorrows and deep diſtreſs, 
' Our Saviour, on the Croſs, repeated this Ep1- 


tome of his ſufferings and death, reminding as it 


were, his Heavenly F ather, he was now fulfilling 
ail 


33 
* 

, 
*F 
by © 
jo} 

* 
kept 
5&4 


y « Yo ES a bg #5: 


I i en 


C9 


1 all the prophecies i in that Pſalm, and claiming the 
A gracious ES, to his diſciples and followers,* 


2g XXII. Ap incomparable Ode of the paſ- 
toral kind, the Sentiments are all borrowed from 
4 the Shepherd's life and charafter, and David 
Tl had been a Shepherd. The Alluſion is beau- 
oo tifully preſerved throughout, It deſerves the 
= bigheſt commendation, for its purity, ſimplicity 
Ja and elegance, a celebrated Poet bas reſtored 
> it to harmony. : - 


2 The watchful care of providence, is repre- 
” ſented as leading and ouiding his ſteps along the 
_ green paſtures, behde the ſtill waters, in the 
\ paths of peace, ſecurity and happineſs, even 

-- through the Valley of the ſhadow of death, the 
= Shepherd's crook and his rod ſhould uphold and 
"ip rotett him. 


6] XXIV. This Pſalm was ; compoſed by David 
awhen he brought the Ark from he houſe of 
Obed- edom, to Mount Sion 1n Jeruſalem, It 

was ſung in two parts. The queſtions and re- 

8 at the end thus chanted, are highly pleaf- 

ES, elegant and beautiful, and the two. firſt 


- Compare verſe XViti, with Mar, XXVI11, er XXEV« 
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verſes were ſung by all the company in we 


proceſſion. 


XXV. David in this Pſalm expreſſes his hu- 
mility, contrition, and dejettion, it was com- 
poſed after he had given orders ſo deſtruthve to 
Uriah, for in all his diſtrefſes before, he conſi-. 
dentially afferts and exults in his innocence. 

Each verſe begins ſucceſſively with a lettcr 
of the Hebrew alphabet. 


XXVI. XXVII. XXVIII Are Hymns made 


in ſeaſons of deep diſtreſs, but before the for. 
mer, as the Royal Pſalmiſt in all of them ſtrongly 
aſſerts his innocence. *I will waſh my hands in 
| innocency” alluding to the cuſtom of the Jews 
waſhing their hands in token of innocence and 
_ purity, before prayer and publick worſhip. The 
 twenty-ſeventh was compoſed when he placed 
his Family under the guardianſhip of the King 
of Moab who was their relation. 


RXXIX, A Pfalm appointed to be ſung in 
ſtorms, thunder, lightning and tempeſt, moſt 
probably the elements had at this time facilitated 
ſome ſignal vitory over his Enemies. 


XXX. The -Plalm David: commanded. to be 


ſung at the dedication of his Palace; and again 
aſter 


ok ARIES 


(IF 7 
aſter his return from his flight and Abfſalom's 
rebellion, when he was reſtored to the Ark, and. 
the publick worſhip of God in the Tabernacle, 


XX XI. David ſaved, as it were, by a miracle, 
from falling ivto the hands of Saul, fled from 
Keilah to the Wilderneſs of Maon, here prays 
for ſafety and ſupport. The words Our Saviour 
pronounced when expiring on the Croſs, are a 
part of verſe the fifth. © Into thy hands I com- 


© mit my ſpirit,” the laſt proof, before his death, 


which he gave the Jews of his being, notwith- 
ftanding his ſufferings, the true Metab, the Son 
of David. 


XXX, Contains a general confeſſion for fin, 
uſed on days of expiation, and national humi- 
liation, The latter part records many wiſe 
rules and axioms ſor the condut of life. 


XXXIII. A Hymn of Praiſe and Thankſgiving 
for ſome ſignal deliverance.” An alluſion to the 
overthrow of Pharoah and his Hoſt, and a beau- 
tiful one repreſenting the Horſe as a vain thing 
tor ſafety ; at this time the oriental cavalry COn- 
ilituted the power and ftrength of their Armies. 


AXNALIV. A Pſalm wrote by David on his 


deliverance from Achiſh King of Gath, Wiſe 
Yor. 1 
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. and + moſt perſuaſive arguments to truſt in God, 
elegantly varied and enforced from his own expe- 


rience, Strength and Magninimity are of them- 
ſelves no ſecurity from want and diſtreſs, © young 
« Lions lack and ſuffer hunger, they that ſeek 
<« the Lord ſhall not want any good thing. 

Another Pſalm where each verſe begins with 
the letters of the alphabet. 


XXXV. A Pſalm compoſed under the bittereſt 


periecutions from Saul, Doeg, and the Ziphites. 
Imprecations fo ſevere have mzde ſome queſtion 
the piety and charity of David, but put them in 


| the future tenſe the objettion vaniſhes, and the 
Plalm may be a prophely reſpeding them. 


XXXVI. A Pſalm which contraſts the ER OP 
and treachery of Saul with the faithfulneſs and 
goodneſs of God. 


It ſeems compoſed by David when Saul's 


jealoufy firſt broke out, and under the maſk of 
iriendſhip, he endeavoured tq ruin and even to 


murder him, 


XXXVII The Pſalmiſt writes purpoſely for 
the conlolation of the afflifted, pathetically enters 
into all their feelings, moſt wiſely dire&s and 


encourages them. Under the belief of an equal 
Providence, David revives and comforts the 


ſufferer 
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ſafferer with the ſure hopes that obedience and 

patient ſubmiſſion muſt neceſſarily end in happi- 

neſs. The Proſperity of the wicked however 

flattering vaniſhes and is often reverſed. 
Every other verſe begins ſucceſſively with the 


letters of the alphabet. 


XXXVIII. Expreſſes his very deplorable 
condition, his extreme miſery, and fincere re- 
pentance. It is called a Pſalm of remembrance, 
wherein he repreſents the deep diſtreſs he felt, on 
taking a review of paſt iniquities during a pre- 
ſent ſcene of grievous ſufferings. a - 


'XXXIX. A Pſalm occaſioned by ſome diſtreſs 
which endangered his life, and led him to the 
many pathetic and elegant refleQions on the 


vanity and ſhortneſs of human life, which are here 
exprelled. 


XL. Devout expreſſions of gratitude for fome 


extraordinary bleſlings,: and moſt faithful pro 
miſes of obedience in return. The Apoſtle Paul 


—— vriting to the Jews endeavours from this very 
-— Pſalm to convince them of the defcQiveneſs of 


the Moſaic offerings for fin, and the neceſſity of 
the propitiatory Sacrifice of Chriſt. 
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' RLI. This elegant addreſs to the feelings cons 
_ Eludes the firſt Book of the Pſalms. 

The bleſſedneſs of thoſe who conſider the poor. 
| It is ſaid to have been compoſed during Abſalom's 
inſurrettion. The virtue is warmly recommended 
to uniyerſal prattice, and David aſcribes his own 
deliverance and preſervation, ſolely to the bene- 
volence of the Supreme Being. 


XLII. XLIIL. More Palms during Abſalom's 
inſurreQion when David was driven from Jeruſa- 
lem, and baniſhed from the houle of God on 
Mount Sion.. 

| The fluQtuations of hope and deſpondency are 
deſcribed with all the charms of poetry, and with 
all the pathos of diſtreſs. Deſpair is contraſted 
with hope throughout, but the Pſalmiſt elegantly 

concludes with a repetition in fayour of the al- 

 cendency of hope. | 
_ & Hope thou in God, for 1 ſhall ok praiſe him, 

& he is the health of my countenance and my 

« God” Dilregard to method 1 1s beautifully EX 

prellive of his lorrow, 


XLIV. Is a Pſalm wrote long after David's 
death by ſome Prophet, when the church was in 
extreme miſery, and alludes to the oppreſſion 
and ſufferings of the Jews under the Moabites, 

Canaanites 


"=. mn 3 


Canaanites and Philiſtines, who as their Lords 
_ and Conquerors impoſed upon them Idolatry. 


XLV A Song of Loves. A choſen band of 
Virgins aſſembled, and encircled the bride at 


the Jewiſh marriages, ſinging a Hymn or Anthem 


in honour of her eſpouſals. This is ſaid to be 


the ode rehearſed at the celebration of Solomon's 


marriage with Pharoah's Daughter Queen Shu- 


lamite, the ideas pleaſingly allude to ſome happy 


marriage. 


XLVI. An elegant and triumphal ode on 


the bleſſings of peace, compoſed by David after 


ſome fignal vittory over Syria, when he poſlefled 
himſelf of their chariots and made the King- 
com tributary. 


XLVII. A Hymn of. Few Joy, ung before 
the Ark. 


 XLVIII. A deſcription and eulogium, on the 


celebrated City of Jeruſalem, when in its higheſt 


glory, the magnificent Temple on Mount Mo- 
riah, the Palace called Lebanon Grove, becauſe 


| all of Cedar, Solomon's ſumptuous porch and 


ſeat of judgment, and Millo a ſpacious beau- 


_ tiful ſquare where the People met on feſtivals and 


days of rejoicing, ſome have repreſented it as com- 
mencing 


LE a 
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mencing ſrom the ſteps of the Palace, and ending | 


on Mount Moriah, in full view of aa Edifice, the 
ornament and glory of a World. 


XLIX. The Pſalmiſt in this compoſition has 


made uſe of every art to improve and ennoble his 
lubjett. The higheſt wiſdom was ſuppoſed to 
conſiſt in diſcovering the myſterious meaning of 
a parable or riddle; in order to excite the greater 


attention he tells you, he inclines his ear to a 
parable, and opens his dark ſaying on the harp, 
and then burſts forth into an hittorical comme- 
moration of God's mercies to. his People and 


' the wiſeſt inſtructions. 


L, Afaph compoſed this Pfalm, DWP a 
contemporary with Jeholophat or Hezekiah. 


It is highly inſtructive and full of Majeſty, 


a Tribunal is eretted, the Judge on the Bench, 


Witneſſes and Delinquents ſummoned, ſentence 


is pronounced, the moſt animated ſtriking and 


awful expoſtulation and ſpeech from the Judge, 
ſurpaſſing all deſcription. The cattle on a 
thouſand hills, ſhould be, the cattle of the 


owners of a thouſand hills, are mine. 


LI. A very affeding penitential Pſalm, wrote 
under the emotions excited by the Prophet 
Nathan's reproof, a moſt excellent model of ſelf- 

abaſement 
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abaſement, teaching us in what manner we ought 


to lament our fins, ftrongly painting a wound- 


ed conſcience, heartfelt anguiſh and poignant 


grief, David arrayed his {ack-cloth in the 


deepeſt mourning, thus diſtinguiſhed himſelf, and | 


MMHISE: In --pexfon at its rehearſal, 


LIL. On Doeg's ſpiteful information, which | 
cauſed the High Prieſts Death and four-ſ{core 


others, Doeg was himſelf the Executioner. Al- 


ter the accuſation in the fourth verſe, the A- | 
- poltrophe 1s ſtrikingly beautiful, and the ſentiment 


very wile and initruftive, A Tyrant glory- 
ing in miſchief, glories in diſgrace, in the ſame 


proportion as he departs from virtue, he leſſens 


worth of charatter and true dignity. The ſtory 
is recorded in the firſt Book of Samuel,* and 


exhibits the ſad conſequences enſuing from the 


change of Government and their reje&ing God. 


The Prieſts were now deſtroyed and none to 


attend the Ark, a fulfilling of the Propheſy which 


foretold the deſtruction of IEli's houle in one _ 


day. 


LIT. This Platm is almoft word for word as 
the ſourteenth. A little variation ſeems made to 


accommodate it to the preſent occaſion, which 


was Achitrophel's very ariful, but cruel advice 
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to Abſalom, to purſue David, and put him to 
death. 


' LIV. -Occafioned by the Ziphites invitation 
to Saul and their perſecution of David, it is ſup- 
poſed the two laſt verſes were added after- 
wards. The Hiſtory is related in the firſt Book 
of Samuel,* 


LV. A Pſalm compoſed in the very beginning 
of Abſaloms rebellion. The intended flight 1s 
beautifully expreſſed, © O that I had wings like 
© a dove, then would I flee away and be at reſt.” 
It is very pictureſque and pathetic, and no one 
can read ſome parts of it without the tendereſi 

emotions, — 


 I,VI. Ata time David was blocked up by the 
Philiftines in Gath. Still he is comforted: 
«© Thou telleft my wanderings, art a witneſs to my 
« diſtreſs, as a vagabond, fleeing here and there, 
« Put thou my tears into thy bottle, let thew 
* not guſh unheeded, catch them as they dro.” 


'LVII. David overwhelmed with danger and 
diſtreſs, here pathetically calls forth every tender 
_ affeftion, and in anguiſh, pours out his ſoul to. 
God. He was now cloſe hid and blocked up in a 
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cave three thouland ſoldiers ſurrounded him, and 
ſeeking him out. 


LVIII. Under perſecution when David at 


Saul's council-board was declared a Traitor and 
 out-lawed. A Pſalm moſt beautiful in 1ts imagi- 


nary, ſuited to the Genius of the Eaſt, in an ani- 
mated ſtile deſcribing the quick and terrible de- 
ſtruction of the wicked, by a variety of poetic, 
and very ſignificant emblems and allutions, 


LIX. A Pſalm of Deliverance, and a noble 


vindication of his Innocence, compoſed after 


Michal (Saul's Daughter, and David's Wiſe) 
had eftetted his eicape, by letting him down from 
a window. The Hiſtory 1s recorded in the firſt 
Book of Samuel, A mind fo compoſed and at 
peace 1s a forcible proof of faith and devotion. 


EX. A Grand Commemoration Anthem, re-= 


_ cording the fignal victories over the Enemies of 


Lirael, eipectally in Meſopotamia and Idumea, 
where, at one time, no lefs than twelve thoutand 
were ſlain in the Valley of S:1t. 


Recorded in the ſecond Book of Samuel,* and 


Book of Chronicles, 


Sor HL hd Moab 


* 1. Sam. Chap, viii. + Chronicles xviii. iii. Iv. 
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Moab is my waſh-pot (contemptible ſlaves) over 
Edom will I caſt out my ſhoe. An Emblem and 


| badge of abject ſlavery. 


LXI. Devout ſupplications to God, during 
his perſecutions from Saul or his flight from 
Abſalom. 


EXII. A Plalm compoſed after the defeat of 


Abſalom, but before his return to Jeruſalem. 
Devout profeſſions of Faith and conhidence in 
God. 


LXI11. The Hiſtory of this Pſalm is recorded 
in the firſt Book of Samuel. 
David was then under bitter perſecution, 


the Wilderneſs of Judah, drove from one ck: 


ing-place to another, and yet warmly expreſſes 
his fervent piety with a cheerful ſpirit of 
devotion. _ 


EXIV; The Court of Saul, to ingratiate them- 


ſelves with the King, alperſed the charaQter of 
David with the utmoſt virulence, and David 
compoſed this Pſalm and prayer to God when 
he received the information. 


LXV; A Fiahs of Thank(giving, for delivers 
ance after ſome long drought or famine, diſplay- 


ing 


+ I. Samuel XXil, V, XXIIL.-X1V, XVs 
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ing the glories and beauty of the natural and 
ordinary works of providence, and awfully re- 


cognizing the extraordinary and tremendous, 


wiſely aſſerting that the bleſſedneſs of Man de- 
| pends on his near approaches to his Maker. 


XVI A commemoration of ſome ſignal 
deliverance or victory over. the Philiſtines after 


peace \ was reſtored. 


-EXVIL. LXVIIL. Anthems in the proceſſion 


when the Ark was brought to Jeruſalem. A 


choſen band of ſingers walked fir!t in the train, 
thele were followed by the players on inſtruments, 
and in the midſt of them a virgin train with tim- 


| brel and voice. David laid afide his robes and 
enſigns of royalty, with a linen ephod, in a Le- 
 vites dreſs, he tuned his harp and accompanied 
_ the fingers. 

Hymns of high ſublimity and grandeur, ſull of 


noble 1 Images and poetic ke. 


LXIX. A Pſalm under Geep aflhlction and 
perſecution, the inſpired writers of the new 


Teſtament appeal to it as a Prophely of the ſuf- 


ferings of Our Saviour, and the. ſublequent 


puniſhment of the Jews for infidelity. 


LXX. Almoſt a repetition of the laſt part of 


the fortieth Pſalm, and made uſe of by David. 


during Ablalom's rebellion. | 
Þ ! ” 2 BY LXXI, This 
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LXXI. This elegant compoſition was wrote 
by David in the decline of life. The Jjewilh 
commentators had declared the ſyfferings in this 
Pſalm to be typical of the Meſſiah, Our Saviour 
in the very criſis of his agonies on the Croſs, 
refers to them (verſe xi.) and thereby gave the 


Jews a ſtriking proof of his being the EI. 


LXXII. The Royal Pſalmiſt Gred with a holy 
rapture, recommends his Son and Succeſlor to_ 
the Protettion of God, and prophetically enlarges 


' on all the bleffings of his Reign. It was David's 


laſt and compoſed not long before his death. 
Solomon's Coronation Anthem. 

David now aſſembled all his People and made 
that wiſe ſettlement between his Son and them. 
The meeting and ſolemnity were truly grand and 
royal, a powerful Prince, and all the ſtates of 
his Kingdom religiouſly aſſembled, and feaſted 
with royal munificence. The Government thus 
wiſely eſtabliſhed produced Oy y ears Proſperity | 
and Peace. 


LXXII. Commences the third Book of 


Pſalms, and con fiſts of ſeventeen. They are 


principally on ſaubje&s of ſorrow, as the extraor- 
dinary providence very viſibly declined. This 


'1s a Plalm of Aſaph the Secr. With elegance 


and beautiful ſimplicity, the Prophet confefles 
how 


AW 


(189 ©} 
how he was induced to envy the proſperity of 
the wicked, and tells what rettified his judgment, 
gained him a perſett viftory over his prejudices, 
and the many advantages ariſing from 1 It... 


LXXIV. The Author of this Pſalm was a de- 
ſcendant of Aſaph, and probably had been per- 
mitted to ſtay in Judza after the Chaldzans 
polleſſed the land, the fad ſubjeft of it is, the 
Demolition of the Temple, Deſtruftion of the 
City, and Deſolation of the country. 


LXXV. A Song of Triumph ſung on the de- 
liverance of Jeruſalem from the Afyrian army 
commanded by Senna-Cherib, in the reign of 
Tlezekiah, but probably COMPO by David on 


his acceſſion, 


LXXVI. A Grand Commemoration of a fa- 
mous Vittory, called a Song upon Aflyria, it was 


adopted on the ſame occaſion as the former, and 


fung when the Chaidzan army was deſtroyed be- 
tore Jeruſalem. The ſtriking refleQion in the 
tenth verſe was very ſignificant of their haughty 
menaces and diſgraceful defeat. © Surely the 
*« wrath man ſhall] praiſe thee : the remainder of 
** wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain.” Which will you ad- 
mire moſt? its ſimplicity, wildom, or ſublimity ? 


LXXVII. The 
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I,XXVII. The Author: under the heavieſt 
aſlitions and moſt dejetted ſtate of mind, records 
the national calamities of the Jews. It was com- 

_poted during their captivity 1n Babylon. The 
The Pſalmiſt conſoles his captive brethren with 
hopes of deliverance, and to alleviate their ſuf-. 
ferings, he enumerates the miracles and ſupport 
God had wrought in their favour, and formerly 


afforded them. 


_ EXXVIII. A pathetic Narrative of the many 
mercies and miracles God had wrought for Ifrae]. 
An abſtratt of the Jewiſh hiſtory from their bond- 
age to the rexgn: of David. 


LXXIV. This Pſalm 1s wrote on the ſame oc- 
cahon as the Seventy- fourth, the deſtruction of 
the Temple and the City, a moſt ſad pifture of- 
diftrefs, national and perſonal. The Jews with 
great propriety adopted it when in captivity, tuf- 
fering under Nebuchadnezzer. 


= 


LXXX. Aſaph the Seer, in the reign of He- 
zekxlah, compoled this Pſalm, when the Afſyrian 
army was ſurrounding Jeruſalem. The elegant 
alluſion and comparifon of Iſrael to a vine, 1s 
wonderfully pathetic, and highly emblematical of 
their ſituation ; and the repetition in the laſt 
verſe animated and divyinely poetic. 


LXX XI. The 
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'LXXXI. The Feaſt of the New Moon, a ce- 


lebrated Jewiſh Feſtival, was always proclaimed 


by the ſound of trumpets, on the firſt day of the 
ſeventh month. This highly, elegant, lively, and 


| beautiful Hymn was compoſed on that occaſion. 


LXXX1I, During the reign of Hezekiab, 


corruption had inſinuated itſelf into the higher 


Courts, and prevented the impartial adminiſtra-= 
tion of juſtice. The Author of this Pſalm, in 
order to corre& the abuſe, repreſents to the 


Judges the Omnipreſence of God; He was 


Himſelf preſent—He Himſelf preſided at all. 


their Tribuna's. 


LXXXIII. This Pfalm was firſt compoſed on 


account of ſome formidable alliance and confe- 


deracy, ſuppoſed to be that of Moab and Am- 
mon ; it was altcrwards revived and uled on 1 


| milar occahions. 


LXXXIV. When David was driven from 
Jerufalem, and no acceſs either to the Ark or 


Tabernacle, He then compoſed this yery beau- 


tiful Ode, expreſſing his earneſt breathings, and 


longings, to be reſtored to ine Privileges of pub- 


lick worſhip. 


LXXXV. A Song of Thankſgiving on David's 
return to Jeruſalem after Abſalom's rebellion, 
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and afterwards uſed by the Iſraelites upon their 
return from the ſeventy years captivity in Baby- 


lon, during the interruption to the: building of 
their new Temple. 


LXXXVI. A Pſalm, or rather a devout 


Prayer of David's under Saul's perſecution, and 
_ uſed during his flight from Abſalom. 


EXXXVII. The High Praiſes of Jeruſalem. 


LXXXVIII. A Pſalm of Infſtruaions by He- 
man the Ezrahite. A moſt inimitable Pitture of 


Deſpondency. 


LXXXIV. A Pſalm wrote in the reign of 
Zedekiah, whoſe ſad and deplorable fate. he la- 


- ments, and allo the dettruttion of the City and. 


Temple. 
RC. Commencing the fourth Book, A pathe- 


tic Hymn of Moſes, elegantly deſcriptive of 
Mortality, 1t was wrote after the return of the 


Spies, on God's pronouncing that terrible and 
righteous Judgment, © I will {mite this people 


with a peſtilence and diſinherit them.” Moſes's 
fervent prayer averted the immediate execution, 


but, of thoſe men, only Caleb and Joſhua, and 
the very young, thoſe under twenty years of age, | 
did fee the land of Canaan - | 

XCI. A. 


4 Numbers Xiv, 
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XCI. A Pſalm compoſed afier the raging and 
devaſtation of a Peſtilence, full of conſolation 
and encouragement to thoſe who ſurvived. A 
Prophely alſo of God's proteftion, and care over 


good Men, applied to our Saviour, The words 


| (in the eleventh and twelfth verles) WEre made uſe 
of by the Terypter in the Wildernels, 


XCII. A Sabbath-day Hymn, exciting the 
{ſraclites to thoſe exerciſes, and effuſions of 
praiſe and gratitude, the peculiar duty of the 
Sabbath. The Rabbies have called it Adam's 
Song of Praiſe on the firſt Sabbath, but others 


| lk It was wrote in the  declenfion of the 


Tewiſh empire. 


XCIII. An Ode, by David, on Peace and 
Franquility, exiotlIeg. the Power and Majelly of 
(od. 


XCIV. A Ilymn of great Sublimity and 
Beauty. Religion our ſheet anchor, and amidſt - 
life's trials and troubles our r Oy lure ſupport 
and coulol: ation, 


The Argument from ourſelves, 1s wonderfully 
wiſe and concluſive, relpering the prelence and_ 
knowledge of God. '* He that planteth the 


#* ear, ſhall he not hear ? He that formed the 
Yor, II. es 
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Ei eye, ſhall he not ſee? He that teacheth man 


** knowledge, Inall he not know?” 


XCV. David's Dire&tions and InſtruQtions for 
the ſervice of the Temple, to excite Reverence 
and Attention in the Audience. 


XCVI. A Pſalm of David, ſung before the 
Ark, as it was bringing to Mount Sion. 


XCVII, A Pſalm compoled on its being 
placed there. This Hymn was made uſe of on 
his re-eſtabliithment and return from Jeruſalem 
after Ablalom's death. 


XCVIIIL. and XCIX. Beautiful and highly 
animated Commemoration Anthems, Triumphal 
Odes, after ſignal Vitories, and they are re- 
ferred to as Prophehes. 

'C. A moft lively and glorious Exhortation to 
praiſe God. Sung while the Sacrifices of Thankl- 


giving were offering up. 


CI. A Solemn Vow. David's pious Reſolution 
to guide well his Houſe, his People, and his 


Kingdom ; a noble profeſſion of Godlineſs, and 


wughly to his honour. 


CII. A Penitential Pſalm, written in deep af. 
Hiion during the captivity in Babylon. The 
Author 
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Author unknown, but the ſentiments are wonder. 
fully pathetic, and adapted to ſeaſons of diſtreſs. 


CIII. Reflettions on Recovery after a dan+ 
gerous Sickneſs. In the latter part, David gives 
a noble and ſublime idea of God's mercy and 


_ placability, correſpondivg with his Parental 
and tender feelings towards vis Creatures. 


CIV. An exquiliitely beautiful Hymn, lofty 
and full of Majeſty. Compoled by Bavid in the 
Foreſt of Hareth, ſurrounded by Paſtoral Scenes 
which he enchantingly deſcribes. Univerſal na- 
ture depends on its Almighty Creator, He with- 


draws his breath, they die ; he breathes, and they 


revive. The idea expreſled in the third verſe, fills 


you with wonder and abaſement. The ſerene 


deliberate walk of the Deity upon a Creature, 
while in all the fierceneſs of velocity, is a poetic 


flight conceived with inimitable beauty. 


CV. Compoſed by David at 'the High Feſtival 
Sacrifice, and it was ſung before the Ark, as re- 
corded in the firſt Book of Chronicles.* It was 
adopted as a Commemoration Anthem after his 
glorious victories over the Philiſtines. A brief 
ſummary of the Jewiſh Hiſtory, ſuited to Children 
and Forcigners. 


Q ch CVI, 


Chronicles xvl. vii, 


' the former,* 


knowledge the true God, to praiſe lim for his 
Mercies, and-to tremble at bis Judgments, He 


however grievous, beyond the reach of the power 
Tublimity, it deſcribes God's adminiſtrative pro- 


vidence againſt Unhelievers. The dangers of a 


expreſſive. God commands—the Sea roars and 


— —_L.Ly 
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CVI. A Pſalm for publick Worſhip, orateful 
Acknowledgments and Thavkſgivings, It is alſo 
a ſad narrative of tne People's rebeition, their 
high Inpratitude, and God's unwearied Forbear- 
ance. It was wrote in the time of the Iſraclites 
captivity and diſperſion ; a ſuitable Appendix to 


CVII. A Call and Invitation to All, to ac- 


points out a variety of afflichve caſes, and 
each of them prove, that there are no ſufferings, 
and goodneſs of God. With elegance and high 


Sea Voyage, a terrible Storm and inſtantaneous 
Calm are beautifully piftureſque, inconceivably 


ſwells impetuous—the Waves aſcend to Heaven 
and down to the deep—and again, at the voice of 


God, a filence and a dead calm inſtantaneouſly 


follow. The contraſt and tranſition now poetic ? 


 CVIII. This Palm is a peril of the fifty- 
ſeventh and fixtieth, and now revived as a prayer 


of thankſgiving and confidence in God, 


CIX. A 


_*® See yerle X]viig 


by 
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CIX. A Pſalm under Perſecution. Reviews 
ing David's merciful and mild temper, even to- 
wards his Enemies, and comparing it with the 
ſeverity of theſe imprecations, this compoſition 
is ſuppoſed by ſome to be prophecies, and . by 
others that the curſes are David's Enemies on 
him, if you add the word, *& ſaying” at the end 
of the fifth verſe, it may be invariably read ſo 
throughout, the eighth verſe is applied to Judas 
by the Apoſtle Peter. 


CX. David's Prophely reſpeCting the Meſſiah, 
and Our Saviour informs us, it was the Holy 
Ghoſt who inſpired the Royal Pſalmiſt when he 
wrote it. - * s 

CXI. A Grateful Conimemoration of the 
goodneſs of God, appointed to be ſting on High 
Feſtivals. 


_ CXII, Called David's Creed. A graceful 
and elegant picture of a good man in affluence, 
with the priviledges and rewards annexed to the 
charatter, Ss TOE, 


 CXII.. This Pſalm and five following were 
rehearſed at their F eſtivals, their new Moons, and 
.on the Paſchal Night, one of theſe were choſen 


by Our Saviour on that ever memorable occa- 
hon, 


CXIV. 4 


TO 
CXIV. A beautiful alluſion to the deparfure_ 


_ of the Iſraelites out of Egypt. After the con- 
vulfions and conſternation of nature, the Pſalmiſt 


ſtrikes you with agreeable ſurprize, by drawing 
away the veil, and fo awfully introducing the 
preſence of the Almighty. © Tremble thou 
© earth at the preſence of the Lord, at the PIC=- 
© ſence of the God of Jacob.” 


CXV. A Song of Friomph after ford vitory 
over an Idolatrous Adverſary. Contraſting the 
Idol Gods w_ wormippel, with Jehovah, the 


: God of Lſrael. 


CXVI. David's conſolation BOL the diſtreſs 


he felt, at the revolt of ſome particular friends, 


during Abſalom's rebellion. The ſupport of God 


in trouble afforded him the higheſt pleaſure, 


and was a powerful perſuaſive to love and ſerve 


him. 


_ CXVII, A Pfalm expreſſing Iſraels gratitude 


to God for fo many diſtinguiſhing bleſſings and 


favours. | 

This is a propheſy of the general joy of all na- 
tions at the coming of the Meſſiah and propogs- 
tion of the Goſpel, and thus the Apollle Paul 


applies it; 


CxVIIL A 
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CxvViIIL A - of Triumph, Vidiery is. 
aſcribed to God, his arm fought vallantly. It 
was wrote after David's ſettlement oyer all Iſrae} 
and ſung 1 in parts. IX 

To verle the twentieth was ſung by David— 
Verſes twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three, 


twenty-four were ſung by the People. The Prieſts 
| then pronounced the. beneditton, aſter which 
(verſe twenty-eighth) the Pſalmilt, begins again, 


and affirms, he will never be forgetful of his God, 
«* Thou art my God, and 1 will praiſe thee, thou 


_* art my God, I will exalt thee. O give thanks 


* unto the 1,ord for he 1s good ;. for his mercy 

* endureth for ever,” 
CXIX. A Pſalm divided into twenty-two 

ſtanza's or parts, and every ſtanza anſwering to 

the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 

The Royal Pſalmiſt diſengages the thoughts 


and aftettions of good men from the World, and 
lixes them on divine love, piety, and godlinels, 
.jn order to make them more humble, meek, and 


harmleſs. Throughout the whole, he approves, 
admires, efteems and preſers religion and virtue 
for their own intrinſic worth and excellency, 


_ powerfully inviting you to the ſtudy, belief, and 


prattiſe of your duty. 

This Pſalm is penned with great plainneſs and 
dimplicity of Ryle, ſuited to all capacities, Tt 
x,oufilts of one hundred and leventy-lix verſes, 

and 
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and there are nine words almoſt of the fame fig. 


nification, © Law, Statutes, Precept, Com- 


« mandments, Teſtimonies, Judgments, Word, 
* Righteouſnefs, Way,” and but one fingle 


verſe, where one or more of them are not found, 


and without any tautology. There is a great 
deal of art in repeating the ſame words ſo often, 
with ſo much variation of ſenſe. 


CXX. A Song of Excellencies, ſung upon the 


fteps leading up to the Temple on feſtivals and 


holydays, deſcriptive of the ſufferings and diſtreſs 


they had endured in Babylon, and a prayer 
fuited to their ſituation. This Pſalm and the 


fourteen following are called ſongs of degrees. 


CXXI. A Palm compoſed by David during 
Abſalom's rebellion. David ſung himſelf the 


two firſt verſes, and the People all burſt forth 


and chanted the remainder, | 


CX XII. Compoſed ſor the Sabbath or lems 
Feaſts, and uſed by thoſe who viſited the Ark, 
David expreſſes 1s devout Joy at the ſettlement 
of it. 


CXX111. One of David's firſt Pſalms when 


the Iſraelites were without ſword or ſpear, wrote 


under opprefiion and in the deepeſt diſtreſs. 
9 _ The 
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'The Evangeliſt St. Lake recommends i it av Aa 
model of patience, and perſeverance in prayer, 


CXXIV. A commemoration of ſome fignal 
viltory and providential eſcape, ſuppoſed to be 
by thunder and - lightning. The Plalmiſts ex- 
treme darger is beautifuily figured by the greedy 


 {wallow of a wild bealt, and by drowning. 


CXXV. On the arrival of the Aﬀyiian Mo- 
narch before Jeruſalem. Hezekiah applied to 
the Prophet Ilaiah, and theſe words fo elegant 
ſublime and poetical were dittated by the Pro- 
phet himſelf. The Safety of all thoſe who truſt 
in God, D | 


CXXVTI. Ezra” $ Hymn of encouragement on 
the return of the Jews from their captivity 1n 


Babylon. The benefit of affections experl- 


enced afterwards. * They who ſow in tears 


* ſhall reap in Joy. He who goeth forth and 


- - HEEPOR, bearing precious feed, thall doubt- 
' leſs come __ rejuicing, bringing his ſheaves 
* with him.” 


EXSYH-A Palm of Solomon's, founded ON 
a ona ma x1m. 


* A man's heart deviſerh his Way, but the 
FE directeth h's ſteps.” Written when he 
was planning the building of the Tcmpie. 
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CXXVIIL A celebrated Marriage Ode. 
A Song of Solomon's, harmonious and in high 


eſteem. A gradual riſe of bleſlings. 


CXXIX, By Ezra, on the threatnings and 
combinations of the neighbouring ſtates oppeung 
their rebuilding Jeruſalem. 


"CARXX A Plalm of David under the chokes 


of his conſcience, and the dread of having of... 


fended God. A lolemn and devout addreſs for 
forgivenels. 


CXXXI. Under the malicious reports of his 


aſpiring to the Throne, during the life time of 


Saul, David wrote this folemn appeal and anſwer 


tO his acculcrs. 


 CXXXI1. A Pſalm of Solomon's on his re- 


moval of the Ark. He appointed It as a ſet 


form of prayer in the Temple, and It 18 a Pro- 


pheſy of Samuel's.+ 


 CXXXIII. On the union of the hioules ol 
Iſracl and Judah, under. David, and a great ani-- 
moſity ſubliſling among the Tribes at Abſalonr. 
death, David re-publiſhed this ſhort exhortation 
to unity and brotherly love. FO UL 
CXXXIV..A 
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CXXXIV. A Levite's Hymn, ſung *on ſhut- 
ting the gates of the Temple, recommending 
vigilance and a pious diſcharge of. duty. The 
two firſt verles were ſung by the People, and the 
laſt is a Levite's anſwer. 


CXXXV. A Morning ITymn, ſung by thoſe 
who flept in the Temple, on the firſt opening ot 
the gates. 


CXXXVI. A part of the daily ſervice of the 
T emple. A commemoration of the attributes of 


God. All of them ſubjetts of devout praiſe and 
_ thankſgiving, but his mercy and goodvels more 


particularly, hence the elegant concluſion of 
every verſe, © for his mercy endurcth for ever.” 


'This was David's own addins, and it was re- 


Yy 


hearſed and ſung in the fame manner by Solomon, 
Jenolopnat, and others, 


CXXXVII. A Pſalm wrote by the Prophet 


Jeremiah for the uſe of thoſe who were g01NgG Into 
captivity. A beautiful and moſt pathetic. com- 
poſition. A citizen of Jeruſalem repreſented 


as baniſhed to Babylon, fitting mournfully by 
the river ſide, and looking towards his dear 


_ Country. His new maſters aſk of him a fong and. 


a tune on his harp, the Jew with indignation and 
grief, crics our, how ſhall 1 ling the Lord's ſong 
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in a firange land, and then tenderly burfts out, 
'© If I forget thee, O' Jeruſalem, let my right hand 


forget her cunning, if I do not remember thee, 


let my tongue cleave to the root of my mouth.” 


CXXXVIIL Compoſed by David ſoon after 
his aſcenſion, an acknowledgment of God's 
goodneſs in advancing him to the Throne, from 
ſcenes of perſecution” and decp diſtreſs. The 
Prophets Hazgai and Zachariah introduced tt 
into the ſervice of the Temple, after the cap- 
tivity. 

CXXXIX, Deſervediy eſtcemed the moſt. 
intereſting, noble, and ſublime of all the Book 
ot Pſalms. David wrote it as a full anſwer to 
the aſperſions on his character. A ſerious and 
very ſolemn appeal to God. It begins with an 
awful ſurvey of his Omniſcience, the nobleſt 


ſublime and moſt elevated train of thought is 


then purſued. | 
Our Actions, Thouchts, whole Life, naked and 
open to the view of God. Afar off before I can 


conceive or form a thought, thou knowelt it, my 


lecret whiſper, and all my meaning, before my 
tongue can utter 1t. ; 
From ſuch power or knowledse, whither can 


1 flee? The wings of the morning, the Sun beams 


in 
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in point of ſwiſtneſs avail me nothing, thy ſwifter 
hand would firſt arrive, and arreſt me every 
where, in Heaven above or Hell below. 
Darkneſs is no veil or covering, with equal 
caſe, the eye of God pervad2s the darkeſt me- 
dium or the brighteſt, and fecing me (whea ye1 
as it were, there was none of me) now formed 


and made up of fleſh and bone, much more O"' 
God muſt thou fee me and know me, ſince thou 
haſt not only made me and faſhioned me, but by 


thy right hand hath led me, and to the preſent: 


moment upheld, condutted and diſpoſed of me. 
Good God! how penetrating? how incompre- 


henflible ? 


CXL. A Pſalm under Saul's perſecution, the 


calumnies of Doeg, and the treachery of the 
' Ziiphites. In grateful remembrance of' God's 


deliverance, David appointed it to be ſung and 
publickly rehearſed on his acceſſion. _ 


_ CXLI. A Pſalm of David, compoſed the 
night be'cre his flight to Achiſh, King of Gath, 


after the bloody ſlaughter of Ahimelec and his 
Prieſts praying for Caution, Prudence, and 
Preſervation amidſt the idolatrics of the Philiſ- 


tines. 


CXLII. An earneſt and devout ſupplication 
to God in deep diſtreſs, when David was ſhut up 


and 
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| and concealed in the cave of Engedi. The filen? 
i workings of his mind when his Safety depended. 
Wk . F | | 
bi on his ſtillneſs. 
| 
] 
| 


"o CXLIII. The laſt of David's Penitential. 
Mit | | oh | | | . 

| = Pſalms, expreſſing the ſtrongeſt ſenſe and indig- 
WW nation againſt guilt, and very pathetic expoſltula. 


Rk tions with God, when he was on his flight from 


ik Abſalom and palling over Jordan by might. 

Fi 

af : | 
i CXLIV. A grateful commemoration of a 
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victory over the Philiſtines ſoon artcr David's 
acceſſion, | 
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CXLYV. A very elegant Plalm of praiſe and 
lt thankſgiving. The Jews were ſo fond of this 
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devout and very beautiful ode, that they be- 
lieved every one who would repeat it three 
Wl times every day, would be inhabitants of the 
| | Heavenly Canaan, 


R— CXLVI. A Pſalm compoſed We ſome pious 
Wa, Jew after the captivity, Gae from experience 
taught, Rot to put his truſt in Princes. In order 
18 to elevate the Minds of the Singers to the 
higheſt pitch of joy and rapture, it ends with 
Halelujah—Praiſe ye the Lord, 
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"SLVII. National thankſgivings to God, 
fox the revelation of his will and for his ex- 
cellent Laws, by Nehemiah, ſung at the new 
dedication of the ſecond Temple. 


CXLVIII. A lvely animated Invocation on 
all Creatures individually to worſhip God their 
Creator, Ideas enchantingly plealing, glowing 
with holy rapture and pure devotion. A Pſalm 
of David, wrote in the moſt flouriſhing ſtate of 
his Kingdom, perſonal Thankgiyings too in- 
adequate to the divine bleſſings he enjoyed. All 


Creation is ſummoned forth to join him. 


CXLIX. CL. Magniticent Commemora- 
3z tions of Signal Viaorice, and Military Odes, 
ſung before. ENgagements, and during the:r 
marches. 


Beſides theſe Pſalms, one more 1s ſaid to be 
wrote by David, very young, on his encounter 
2 with Golan, 
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i, © I WAS ſmall, the leaſt among my Brethren, 
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** The youngeſt in my Father's houſe. 


Ba 2. © My hands made an Organ, 
* And my Fingers tuncd the Haxp, 
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2-4 Ana who thall declare to my Lord ? 
© The Lord, He himſelf ſhall hear me. 


4. © He ſent his Angel out, 
« He took me from my Father's ſheep, 


& And anointed me with the oil of his anointment, 


5. © My Brethren were many and great, 
«© Put the Lord did not think well of them, 


6. * IT went out to encounter the Stranger, 
« He curs'd me by his Idols and Gods. 


7- © Three ſtones caſt I, which pierced his F orehead 


<« In the ſtrength of the Lord, he Jay proſtrate. | 


8, © Drawing out kis Sword, I cat off his head, 


« And took away the Reproach from my Country? 


This Compoſition may be ſuppoſed too puerile 
to be admitted, as the Plalms of David abound 
wita Images highly poetical and elegant, his 


thoughts inexpreſfibly grand, lofty, elevated, and 
ſublime. ls 
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| WORKS or SOLOMON, © | 


BOOK or PROVERBS. 


ECCLESIASTES-——SONGS. 


PROVERS 6 | 


GOLOMON was the firſt Author properly 
called a Moraliſt. His Book contains a 
rich fiore of Wildom, and Divine Knowledge, tt 
bighly inſtruQtive, of infinite uſe to the right 
conduct of the preſeut Life, and to the fill . 
more important intereſts of a future. It Ba _ # 

Vo. 1k A's Book | 
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Book often referred to by the Evangelical Wri.. 
ters, and was the reſult of conſideration and cx- 


perience in maturer life, 'when the Royal Preach-. 


et had multiplied his ſtores from a long obler- 
vation on Men and the World. His wile Re- 
flections and moral Sayings are conciſely expreſ- 
ſed, {imple and plain, but folid arid good, The 
Proverbs generally conſiſt of two Sentences, the 


Tſecond is ſometimes a reduplification, ſometin es. 


an explanation, and ſometimes a contraſt and op- 


poſition to the firſt, 


A detached piece of Hiſtory may be netther 


underſtood nor retained, hut a few .of theſe, well 
choſen and digeſted, will be very pertinentiy 


uſeful on many occaſions. Some one or other of 
them may ſuit the moment, ſtrike the fancy and 
imatination, and be almoſt mechanically remem-. 
bered, fhort—conciſe—independent Wile-Say- 

ings, ſubjects of our Contemplation and regu ala. 
ors Oj QUur Conguet. 


The SR DEOR were ulſcd tc divide all Books 


3nto verſes, and the learning of the Eaſt conſiſted 


BrUuUcin Ivy interpreting Riadles—Parables— Pithy 
Sentences; and Solomon, in a reign of forty 


-Y.cars, uninterrupted Peace, excelled much in all 
tacle lively ſports and fancies. He ſpoke more 


43an threeithouland, and 1t was a frequent, en- 
tertaining 
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tcrtaining, and 1nſtruttive am: aſement of thule 
times, to be reſolving and expalning tacm, 


Some were conſecrated in Temp les and attri- 
buted to the Gods, too wile for Mottals. Taey 
were engraven on Columns, Statues, Pillars, Al- 
tars, Buſts and Coins. The celebrated Speakers 
and Writers were popularly revered, and noticed 
With honorary titles, as in Arts and Sciences, an 
elegant Painter, Architef or Statuary; or in Li- 
terature, a Lingiiſt, a Port or Hiſtorian, 


The Ancients aſcribed w Dadertal power and 
eflicacy to them, they were influential as charms, 
to allay impetuolity and paljion, to reclaim the 
vicious, as well as excitements to emujation, glory 


and virtue. They very much preferred them 


to a ſerious itudiced reproof, to a long elaborate 
diſcourſe. It was the faſhion of the times to 
write thus looſely and without coherence, ied 
you to think, compare, apply, to habits of re- 
liettion and 1 mProve ment, 


— 


Princes fent their Gayit 1923 and Riddles to one 
inather. It was a great honour to unveil their 
Mytitery, the entertainment of a Drawing-room - 
or a Court, and a reward was very uſually held 
out to the Perſon who unriddicd them the firlt. 
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As no one ſubje& is long ourfacd, very | little 


order is obſerved throughout the Book. It 15 


divided into five parts. . The firſt extends tc the 
tenth Chapter, and is a highly pleaſing Preface or 
IntroduQion, moſt pittureſque and beautiful. Ex- 


Hortations from an experienced Tutor to his Pupil, 


wherein he employs Wit, Ridicule, the bluſhes 
of ingenuous Modeſty, and all the arts of Per- 
ſuaſion, in ſweet and ever-varying Language, to 
engage and intereſt you in the cauſe and de- 
fence of Innocence and Picty. 


The ſecond part ends at the feventcenth verſe 


of the twenty-ſecond Chapter, and contains plain 
_ and ſimple Rules and Maxims adapted to the in- 


ſtrudion of Youth, and they might be intended 
by Solomon for his Son. To uſe his own Si- 
mile, © they are APPEs. of Gold, in Pittures of 
ws Silver.” 


The third part carries you on to the twenty- 


fifth Chapter ; fora more lively effe, the Tutor 


is here ſuppoſed to addreſs his Pupil as preſent, 
his Exhortations and Inſtruions are therefore 


- more connetted. 


The fourth part ends at the thirtieth Chapter, 


and is ſuppoſed to have been added to the Book 


after Solomon” s death, 


| The 
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The fiſth contains a fragment of ſome prudent 
 Admonitions, which Agur delivered to his Pupils 
Ithiel and Ucal, and alſo his Prophecy, Prayer, . 
and Confeſſion. | 


Agur commences his addreſs to his Pupils 


with a modeſt and humble ſenſe of his own no- 


thingneſs and Ignorance; Agur claims no divine 
inſpiration, at leaſt an imperfett and incompre- 


| henfive one. Knowledge belongeth unto God, 
1s his prerogative alone, and therefore you Ithiel 
and Ucal muſt not expett Divine Myſteries from 


me, or any man, but from the word of God: 
thus wiſely inculcating in his Pupils a humble 
teachable temper, impreſſing on them the weak- 


| heſs of all human underſtanding, and the im- 


perfettion of its higheſt attainments, 


Agur's devout and fervent Swer to God 
follows this very modetlt Introduttion. 


* Two things have I required of Thee, Q. 


6 ( 


God! deny me not them before I die. Re- 
move from me Vanity and Lies; give me 
neither Poverty nor Riches, feed me with 
Food convenient for me, leſt I be full and 
© deny Thee, and ſay, who is the Lord? or 
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* of my God in vain,” Oo! vlefled moderation, 
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leſt I be poor and ſteal, and take the Name 
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In at age when Temporal Blefſings were more 


expreſsly promiſed, and Spiritual leſs clearly un- 
derſtood, 


Nothing can evince the juſtneſs and propriety 
of Agur's petition, nor redound ſo much to 
Agur's honour, as that his judgment ſhould be 
confirmed by Divine Wildom itfel!, © Give us 
* this day our daily bread,” implying like 
Agur's, a conditional requeſt for a ſupply of 
ſuch things as our ſituation in life requires, ac- 


companied with a perſett ſubmiſtion, to the 
will of God. 


Agur alludes to the cuſtom of feeding Slaves, 
a certain meaſure of food was daily allowed 
them, they were kept ſecure from want, though 
they had nothing ſuperfluous, in conftant de- 
pendance, but receiving a daily ſupply, Agur 
prays only for daily ſubſiſtence, that he may 
be daily induced to return thanks, and renew his 
pctition to God. bs 


Wile and highly inſtruQtive are the reaſons 
he aſſigns, leſt I be full, andlic, and contemp- 
tuouſly ſay, who is the I.ord? deny the being 
and providence of God (I can att and live on 
my own without him) or left I be poor and 
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Real, and take the name of my God in vain, 
aſe a falſe oath to vindicate myſelf, when' I am 
fuiſpetted and acculed, for theft was not pu- 
niſhed by death, but by reſtitution, fine or pe- 
valty, and an oath was adminiſtered to the ac- 
cuſed perſon, when fuſficient evidence was. 

| wanted, oaths were then held moſt ſacred, and 

&1 an ingenuous mind might be induced to confeſs 

G&is fault, rather than increaſe his guilt. by per- 

zury. | : 


| Many more wiſe dircGions "and rules of con- 
dud, this good man gives his pupils, accuſe no 
fervant raſhly, or maliciouſly, there are mon- 
iters ſo unnatural as to curle even their parents, 
1 Agur charges them not to deride a parent, though 
To it be with a look or a geſture, '* the eye that 
** mocketh his Father, and deſpileth to obey 
*« his Mother, the Ravens of the Valley mol 
-< pick it out, and the - Young Eagle ſhall eat it." 


He next guards then agaicſt pride ad inſo- 8. 


lence, a haughty carriage and a contemptuous 
* look, and with the keeneſt rebuke, he laſhes | 
FA the extortioner, and him that would grind the 
© -poor. Aﬀter this, Agur names the- induſtrious 
= animals, thoſe who provide their food in the z 
4 Hummer, and propoles them to his pupils, as | 
T- Examples of wildom, and concludes his leQure, | 
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by exhorting them earneſtly to penitence, © it 
thou haſt done fooliſhiy in lifting up thyſelf, 
« or if thou haſt thought evil, lay thy hand 
« upon thy mouth, do not juſtify or excuſe it, 
filently and ſeriouſly conſider the evil of it, 
repent, and do ſo no more. 


cc 


cc 


The laſt Chapter is Geoen Bathſheba's pal- 


fionate, motherly addreis, and good council to. 


her Son Solomon, aftcr he had aſcended the 
throne of Iſrael, wiſe and pious advice, ſuch a 


regulation of life and conduQ, as would main- 


tain vigour of body, and purity of mind; a 


preſfing invitation to temperance, and a free- 


dom from all exceſles. It is not for Kings to 


drink wine, O my Son! give ſtrong drink to 


lim that 1s ready to periſh, let him drink, for- 


getting his poverty, and remembring his miſery 


no more, allay his cares, and fears, and cheer his 
ſpirits. Seating her Son then on his Throne, in 


| his high Court of Juſtice, ſhe reminds him of a 


ftrit adherence to the laws, a firmneſs of 


mind not to be ſhook, uninfluenced by partiality 
or indulgence. ** As a Judge, my Son, open thy 


mouth to the dumb, and for thoſe under ſentence 


to die. Judge a righteous judgment, and be 
the poor man's friend, and counſellor,” 


The 
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The rewaining part of Bathſheba's ſpeech, is 

her wiſe direftions concerning Matrimony, in 
-_ ihe elegant Gmplicity and ſweeteſt line of do- 
meſtic life, ſhe exhibits a beautiful and highly 
finiſhed portrait of a virtuous Woman and 3 
good Wife. 
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N the decline of life, upon a ſerious review 
of all that had paſled, Solomon wrote "his. 


Book of Eccleſiaſtes or the Preacher. He here 
annalizes his large experience and obſcrvations 
on the Vanity even of the ſerious and thoughtful, 


as well as the gay and proſperous ſcenes of hus 


Man life, 


A curious and critical Inquiry after Uni. 
neſs, and the Royal Preacher informs you, how 
_ far you may ſuccelsfully purſue, and acquire it. 

Well grounded and highly inſtruRiye are his 
RefleRions on the Study of Wiſdom. The ut-. 
ger vanity and infufticiency of Riches, Titles, 

YOL. II, Ft Honours 
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Honours to procure it. Ambition how uſually 
deſtructive to ourſelves and others. The deceit 
and danger of the outer form of Gaedlineſs, with- 


out the inward and {ſubſtantial reality, and Solo- 


mon expatiates largely on all their littlenels and 


_ inſufficiency to happineſs; and then lays down 


many wiſe and excellent Rules enſuring Tran- 
quility, Peace, and Enjoyment to the careful 
and attentive obſervers of them. _ | 


$SOLOMON'S WISE MAXIMS, 


Maintain a grateful thankful Heart, In a irec 
aſe of all your Blethngs. 


A humble Acquieſcence and Reſignation to 
God, under all the Events which may betal us. 


Devout and reverential Addreſſes, put up to 
God in lincerity of Heart, and a religious Per- 
formance of our Vows, 

Patience and Submiſſion under Sufferings and 


Oppreſhon, unrutiled by Sorrows, VATEPIMINg ne 
Affliction. 


Maintain Candour, Prudence and Moderation 
towards all Men, 


Meekneſs, 
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El. 
Meekneſs, Charity, and Forbearance to all 
who have blended us. 


Loyalty and Obedience to Siplertis, indneſs 


and Humanity to all. 


The wiſch. ſafeſt, beſt Preparation ſor Death, 


| Judgment, and Eternity, 1s the habitual Fear of 


God, and the keeping his Commandments. 


The Book elegantly concludes with the awful 


reaſon aſſigned, moſt powerfully perſuaſive. 


© There is a day of future reckoning already 
* announced, for every work, and every ſecret 
*« thing, whether it be g00d, or whether 1t be 


« evil.” | { 


Cs well aware of the proneneſs of 


' Youth (ever lively warm and hopeful) to prefer 


the agreeable and preſent, to the uſeful and fu- 
ture, obſerving how peculiarly amiable and lovely 
Wiſdom is, at ſuch a ſeaſon, commences his laſt 
Chapter, with a Perſuaſive to early Piety, and 
the moſt highly finiſhed Portrait of Old Age fol- 


lows It, pencilled in a ſcientific and moſt maſterly 


ſtile, beautifully expreſſive. 


Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy: 
Youth (the choiceſt period of thy life) before the 
=... ev 


( 226 ) 
lf es Evil days come (ſerve Him now, He will keep 


f you then) and the years draw .nigh, in which 
ll thou ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure in them. 


k ' Of the ſecotid verſe. Man is himſelf the fub- 
[| — Je. While the Sun (the emblem of the foul), 
b- or the Light (reaſon); or the Moon (inftin and 
| its powers), or the Stars (!{uminaries of fancy, 
| judgment, and experience ſtored up in the me- 
ll mory) be not darkened, nor the Clonds return 
{ | after the Rain, ohe miſery after another, 


In the third and fourth verfes the figure 1s 
varied, and your ideas are carried to the fimili- 
tude of a Houle or Caſtle. In the day when 
the keepers of the houſe (the hands and arms) 
ſhall tremble, and the ftrong men (the feet and 
back) ſhall bow themſelves, and the grinders 
(the tecth) ſhall ceaſe becauſe they are few, and 
and thoſe that look out of the windows be dark-. | 
ned, fo literally repreſenting the offs and the | 
ſpettacles, 


And the doors ſhall be ſhut to the ſtreet, (the , 
mouth, paſſages for the voice, and to the {to- 
mach) when the found of the grinding 1s low, E 
(ſcarcely heard) and he ſhall riſe up at the 
voice of the bird, (eafily waked, full of ache? 
and pains) and all the Daughters of muſic ſhall _ 


8 he 
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be brought low, the organs ſuch as the ears, lips 
lungs, tong1e -and teeth, all deadened and im- 
paired. 


_ Alſo when they ſhall be afraid of that which 
is bigh, (ſoon giddy, weary, out of breath) and 
fear ſhall be in the way (leaſt they ſhould be 
| thruſt, ſtumble or kurt), and the almond tree the. 
forerunner of Spring (the emblem of the bloſ- 
ſoms of age, the white and hoary locks) ſhall 
flouriſh, and the graſshopper ſhall be a burthen 
(the lighteſt hop and its little ſong ſhall worry 
him) defire (of meat and drink and enjoyment) 
ſhall fail, becauſe man goeth to his long home 
(the grave), and the mourners (a ſolemn procel- 


 fion) go about the ſtreets, attendants on his fu- 
neral, 


Or ever the ſilver cord be looſed (the ſpinal 
marrow beautifully white and ſhining), or the 
golden bow! be broken (containing the brain), 
or the pitcher be broken at the fountain (the 
vaſt capacious vein pouring into the heart, all the 
blood returning from the body), or the wheet 
(the high round arch of the great artery) broken 
at the ciſtern the heart, the left ventricle of 
which, in each ſyſtole, repleniſhes the wheel, 


which whirls the new made blood to all the Parts 
of the fol | 


Then 


{ 22x '} 
Then ſhall the Duſt return to the earth as 1t 
was; and the Spirit ſhall return unto God who. 
made 1t. 
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SONGS or SOLOMON. 


23 E youthful Monarchs fprightly Odes,_ 
4 written in the warmth and Jluxuriance of 
fancy, amidlt the gaieſt ſcenes of all his life. 


| They are wrote in the allegorical, myſtical 
and ſublime language of the Eaſt, a kind of 
Drama uttered in the names of ſeveral perſons; 
they deſcribe the love and happy marriage of 
two eminent perſons in high and exalted ſtations, 
generally ſuppoſed to be Solomon himſelf, and 
Queen Shulamite, the Daughter of Pharoah, 


King of Egypt. ”= 
The 


( 223 ) 
"The flights of fancy Jin theſe gay and lively 


and figures throughout, ſtrike - you with ſurprize 
even at this diſtance, when ſo. many of their 


beauties mult be loſt. 


The forty-fifth Pſalm, 1s an bridgment of 
this Sorg of Songs, and was the marriage ode 


publickly rehearſed at that folemnity, when a 


choſen band of young virgins, all in white, and 


bedecked with flowers, joyouſly met, encircling 


the bride, and chanted an Anthem, with the 
tabret and the harp, in honour of the happy Pair, 
aud their 0. 


Theſe Songs are all of them of the paſtoral 


kind, pleaſingly deſcriptive of rural life, and the 
wolt enchanting domeſtic en]Joyments. The 
Jewiſh writers repreſent it as a parable and 
myltery alluding tw Chriit and the Church, 
the reading of it was forbad at Jeruſalem until 
the age of thirty years, which was their facer- 
dotal age; whea realon grown riper, the affeQi- 
ons were tnore compoled and iuted to contem- 
plate its divine tendency, no doubt they had 


tears, leſt a very juvenile reader ſhould give ' 


to wide a ſcope to fancy, and attend too much 
© 4 literal underllanding 7 Ct It, 


Ii 


fallies, and the ever varying images, metaphors 
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n= is however a ſhort, Hain, and beautiful 


- Poem, in which the name of God is not once 


mentioned, and in which no one religious or 
moral duty is recommended, and it is never 
cited either by Our SIO, or any one of his 


L Apoſtles, 
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A performed, Miracles were the great proof 
of Revelation. To later Ages, the Prophecies 
afford a moſt unequivocal Proof, a permanent 
Miracle to all thoſe who witneſs their fulfil. 
Ment. | a 

OL, 11, | or 


- 


O the firſt Ages, and to thoſe who ſaw them 
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For the ſpace of four hundred years, Jehovah 
had himſelf preſided as Supreme Judge, Law- 


| giver, and King over Iſrael, God was then 
pleaſed to ele& Prophets, and they flouriſhed in 


regular continued ſucceſſion a thouſand years.* 
Their Lives, CharaQters, Miniſtry, and Predic- 
tions, form a very intereſting and moſt inſtruftve 
part of the Hiſtory. Their Denunciations are 
Itrikingly awful, their Promiſes, Meſſages, and 


information powerfully influential, perſuaſive, 


and conlolatory. By a recluſe life, auſtere 


manners, and a peculiar Garb, they were ſet 


apart and diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the 


People, they were ſupported and provided for, 


ſometimes by miracle ; ſometimes living in a 
kind of Brotherhood or Community, under ſome 
one as a ſuperior; ſometimes ſequeſtered from 


the world, they wandered in Deſerts or on 
Mountains, and ſlept in Caves, clad in hair ſkins 


or coarſe woollen, and on mournful occaſions in 
ſackcloth and aſhes, habituated to many hard- 


ſhips and the moſt fimple ſtze of life, but yet they 


were looked up to as the eſtabliſhed Oracles of 
their country, and conſulted on all emergencies. 


The haughty and abandoned Prince was oft-times 
compelled to obey, although the rebuke ſhould 
ſo enrage him, as to endanger the life of the 


Prophet, 


* xlvii, Prophets & vi. Propheteſles. 
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Prophet. - At Natoth, a very pleaſant village 
near the city of Ramah, Samuel endowed and 
founded a College, and alſo a School for the 


young Prophets, Another was built by the Pro- 


phet Eliſha on Mount Carmel], where he edu- 
cated a number of young Students, and boarded 
them himſelf; and there were others at Terulalem 


the capital, and at Bethel, Jericho and Gilgal, 


three celebrated and populous cities in Judza, 


The Spirit of God taught them in various 
Modes, conferring different degrees of illumina- 


tion, in Viſions, Dreams, and more ablolute 


Converſe and Revelations—By coincidence with 
the High Prieſt in the inſtitutions ol Urim and 
Thummim, called Light and Knowledge—By 


| his Spirit ſuperintending and guiding them in 


the exerciſe of their own underſtandings, di- 
refting them in the communication of that 
Knowledge which they derived from ordinary 


ſources of intelligence. 


Animated with holy ardour and zeal for God, 


| they employed themſelves in the exalted Office 
_ of teaching and reforming Mankind, no unwor- 


thy Paſhons or diſingenuous Motives interfered 


with their wiſe and great Deſigns ; by every ex- 


ertion they inſtrufted and reclaimed, reproved 


and threatened every rank and Ration, even 


Gg 2 the 
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the moſt exalted, and- thoſe encifcled' in the 
higheſt Dignities, with a fearleſs aſſurance and 
ſincerity, a manly courage commanding reſpeA ; 

and they evinced the integrity of their Charac- 
ters, by zealouſfy encountering Oppreffion, Ma- 
lice, Torture and Death in the cauſe of Rehgion 
and Piefy; firmly ſupporting trial of cruel Mock- 
ings and Scourgings, yea, moreover of Bonds 
and. Impriſonment. They were ſtoned, they 
were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were ſlain by 
the Sword, they wandered about, deſtitute, tor- 
mented, and afflifted. Suffered Martyrdom for 
that Righteouſneſs, which, when iwpartially 
Viewed, commanded Veneration; the higheſt Re- 
verence and'Efteem. They delivered their pre-- 
ditions openly and boldly in the ſtreets and 
places of publick reſort, they fluck them up on 
the gates of the Temple and the City walls. 
After the uſual and familiar cuſtoms of the Eaſt, 
_ they ſometimes propheſied by aftion, and they 
were ſttikingly impreſſive and awful; always cor- 
reſponding with true dignity and decorum. Je- 
remiah put on bonds and hung a yoke abont his 
neck, and walked publickly abcut the ſtreets, 
ſtrongly to intimate the ſubjeftion God was 
about to bring on Jeruſalem. Iſaiah, a Prince 
and a Prophet, bare-footed, and almoſt naked; 
as a bign of approaching diſtreſs, walked about 
Jeruſalem; 


4 
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Jeruſalem. Jeremiah brake the Potter's veſſel; 


foreſhewing deſolation on Judza ; and in the 
reign of Zedekiah, when a confederacy was 


forming if Jeruſalem with the neighbotting 
Kingdoms, to free themſelves from? Afyrian 


bondage, Jeremiah ſent to each of the Ambal- 


fadors then prefent; a chain and a yoke, highly 


teproving them for their ilI- timed revolt and 
oppoſitioh ; in like mariner Ezekiel Ppropheſie@ 
by aftion when he removed all his Houlchold 
g00ds, to excite attention in the People to the 
Calamites he had ſo awfully threatened and fore- 
told; and you will read of a yery fanciful Pro- | 
obeſy of El: ſha, Py 8 arrrows, a little betore his 


death; 


They were often inufed to great hardſhips; 
and called upon to praQtice the Virtues of Self-_ 
denial and Mortification. Apart from the World 
they held converſe with their God, and acquired 
in ſome way, very fignal intimations, were em< 
ployed on Embaſſies of high importance, often= 


times ſtrikingly awful, warning, threatening, per= 
ſuaſively exhorting; reaſoning, and inviting all: 


Thus they drew away the veil from futurity; 


recorded the Hiſtory of ages to come, pre= 


dicted the glory of Kings unborn, of Empires yet 
to be formed, and they prophehied of their total 
_ deltruc< 
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deſtruQion and overthrow, during their meridian 
Splendour, By his Prophets, God was pleaſed 
to deſcribe, centuries before their birth, and 
to call forth even by name, the Diſpenſers of his 


Mercies, or the future Inftruments of his Ven- 
geance. 


The Hiftory of the Hebrew Republick, is al- 
moſt one continued record of Propheſy, their 


Calamities aud Captivities being furetold by their 


Prophets; but the grand objeR they had in view, 
was, deſcribing moſt circumſtantially, and with 
Incredible minuteneſs and perſpicuity the 
Meſſiah, and his Kingdom. 


A bleffing at firſt held out in general "radi, 
deſcribed under figures, exemplified by types, 


and exhibited in inſtitutions and living cha- 
rafters as the day ſpring from on high advanced, 
and afterwards exprelsly foretold in the full 
Luſtre of Prophely. ” 


Every ſtriking ſcene of ſuffering. is as mli- 
nutely delineated by the Prophets as if drawn 
on the ſpot, in the moment the decrees were 
_ unrolling and Viſion exhibited in Reality. This 


wonderful ſpirit of Propheſy pervades all time, 


commences from the fall, extends to the final 
Judgment the total diſſolution of a World, _ 


For 
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"For ſome Prophecies are ſo incowprevenſible 

and full of Majeſty, as not to be explained by 

any circumſtances in the life of Our Saviour 

6n earth, and can only receive their accompliſh- ; 

' ment at his ſecond coming. © When he ſhall 
$6 Judge the World in righteouſneſs,” 


The langonge of the Four Greater and the 
Twelve Leſſer Prophets is ſublime and magnificent, 
ſtrong, animated and impreſlive; a ſtile abound- 
ing with images of grandeur and Majeſty; its 
burſts of eloquence, its earneſt warmth, its af- 
fe&ing exhortations, and awful appeals, ſurpaſs 
every other compoſition in the World; their 
apt and well choſen ſimilies are wonderfully 
ftriking; their figures highly piftureſque and 
Deautiful, bold, awtal, and [ublime. 


In the year af the World, three oulind one 
hundred, and during the reign of Ahab King of 
Iſrael, Elijah the Prophet was ſent with a very 
ftriking and awful meſſage to that Tdolatroug 
Prince. No one could ever fay the Prophet 
died. Encompaſſed in a cloud, in a chariot all 
on fire, Elijah was ſeen alcending into | Heaven , 
in a whirlwind, | 


At the appointment of God Elijab was cuts 
ceeded as a Prophet by Eliſha. 
Io 
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In the ſecond century afterwards ſeven hun. | 
Ared and thirty nine years before - the birth of 

Our Saviour, Iſaiah the firſt of the Four Greater 


\ Prophets carried his highly memorable meſſage 
to Ahaz King of Judah. , 


Iſatah propheſied the deſtruQtion of the oop Jeſt 


City 1n the World, and it {tood then in all its 


Glory. 
« Babylon the glory of Kingdoms, the beauty 
** of the Chaldees it ſhall never be inhabited, the 


« wild beaſts of the deſerts ſhall lie there, their 
* houſes full of doleful creatures, owls ſhall 
« dwell there, and dragons in their Palaces. I 


« will ſweep it with the beſom of DeſtruQion 
Fa ſaith the Lord, rt 


A 


In ancther place, Iſaiah* holds up to your 


view, a man blaſpheming his -God, with his eyes 
uplifted to Heaven; ſuddenly his imprecations 
are awfully filenced by the rolling thunder and 


the voice of God, accompanied with darkneſs 
intenſe as to be felt—The pifture of horror 
is complete—With all the graces of fimplicity, 
\the moſt winning and unaffefted eloquence this 
Prophet ſamilarly converſes with you, and not 
_ aunfrequently embelliſhes kis language with the 
tendercit moſt pathetic yearnings of humanity ; © 
« Can a Woman forget her ſuckirg child ; that 


« ſhe 


+ Ifaiah vil, XX1, XXil, 
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« ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the Son 


«6 of her womb ? yes ſhe may forget ; yet will 1 
* not forget thee, (Oh Jeruſalem.” | 


The ſtile of Jeremiah, the ſecond of the Foup 
Greater Prophets, Is. fill more adapted to the 


tender feelings of grief and deſpondency ; and 


his Lamentations, are funeral odes, breathed out 
in ſighs, moſt eloquently plaintive ; it is ſaid of 
Sorrow, that ſhe never flowed in fo natural, ſo 
tender, ſo prevailing a pathoy, as in theſs 
mournful elegies. Y 


The lively genius of Ezekiel bighly ſpi- 
rited and fanciful, full of re, impetuoſity 
and vehemence, tremendous and tragical, a 
model of the eaſtern ſtile unequalled ; in grandeur 
and Majelty. The Prophet wrote 1n Captivity, 
and his language, like the rolling thunder, 


muſt. have rouſed the moſt Seſponding Jew. 


Davie), the Fourth ond laſt of. the Greater Pro- 


phets, amidſt the luxury of an Aſiatic Court, 
with honours next to royal, writes in a penſive 
Mile, grave, conciſe, perſpicuous, flowing with 


hiſtorical eale, a perfeft maſter of addreſs, di- 
vinely eloquent ; the images by which he choſe 


40 repreſent his Prophecies, are taken from the 


_Enfigns and armortal devices of thoſe Nations, 
Vopu. I 11. | H h | lor 


6-43 
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for the Ram was the royal enſign of Perſia, and ; 
the Goat the emblem or arms of Macedon. 


"& loftineſs of Majeſty, E! tile animated and 


ſublime, charaQerize the writings of all the Lefler 
Prophets, and one of them hurries you into alf 


the alarm, conſternation and amazing terror of 


a City, in the moment of deſtruttion. *© 1 hear 


© the noiſe, the noiſe, the craſh of the whip, 


« the ratling of the wheels, the prancing of the 


c 


A 


« ſpear and the. br:ght ſword, the ſhield 1s all 
& blood, the valiant are in ſcarlet, O' the car- 
caſſes, the carcaſſes, they tumble on the corpſes. 
Thus bold is the colouring of the Prophet Nahum, 


when piophelying of an event to take place. 


more than hall a Century afterwards, and of a 


City then in its higheſt glory, metropolis of all 


the Eaſt, And the Prophet Habakkuk exulting 
with conſcious dignity in his confidence and re- 


liance on God, perſfonates the pious man, and 
comforts himſelf with the full aſſurance of 


ſafety under the divine protettion, even while 


armies were ravaging his country, and laying 


waſte his lands. 


[alt | | : rn | 
In the ages the Prophets lived, it was the 


' prattice of all Nations to wrap up their diſcourſes 
and eſpecially religious truths in allegory, and 


Our 


horſes, the bounding of the chariots, I ſee the 


| our . Saviour condeſcended to' teach in parables 
BF and allufions. No language whatever could ſo 
wiſely convey his divine information. It is al- 
ways an inſtruftive and a highly pleaſing talk to. 
ſtudy and unravel them. The Grecian column 
moulders into duſt; Sacred Writ remains, and 
holds up to view, the nobleſt, moſt exalted. 
ideas of the power and Majeſty of God, and im- 
prefſes your mind with the fulleſt convittion of 
his Superintendency aud ever watchful Provi- 
dence. | 


ON TH E 


PROPHET EL] AH; 


[HE meaning of the word IS, « My God, 
-; | Jehovah is be,” Elijab, the Prophet ſo 
EA highly favoured, Is introduced in the ſeventeenth 


Chapter of the firſt Book of the Kings, 
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Elijah was a Tiſhbite, a Prophet o the City 
of Gilead, born at Thiſbe, a town on the other 
fide Jordan, in the Tribe of Gad, but we have no 
account at all of his parentage. To puniſh this 


1dolatrous Nation and brivg them to repentance, 
and 48 a means of reſtoring them fo the favour 


of God, the Prophet was ſent to Ahab King of 
 Ifrael, with this Denunciation and very av ful 
greed; —* God will neither ſend Rain nor Dew 
© upon this Land, tilt I, his Prophet, ſhall re- 
t turn again.” Elijah confirmed his Prediction 


«os 


with an oath, and he then left the City, and went 


and took up his reſidence at the Brook Cherith, 
which ran through the valley leading down to 


the River Jordan, and here the Ravens are faid 


to have brought him meat day by day ; but it is 


more generally believed, the Inhabitanis of a 
litle Town, named Oreb, ſituated 1 near this ce-. 


lebrated Brook 3; as the Hebrew word Orebim 


tranſlated Ravens, might be. interpreted the 
Orebims. | 


God here provided for his Prophet during the 
the firſt year of the Drought, but at. this time, for 
want of a ſupply; the Brook dricd vp, and the 
Prophet was diretted to go to Zarephath, which 


lay between the ancient Cities of Tyre and Si- 


don, twelve miles only from the former, he ſhould 
there find a widow Woman who would feed him. 


Elyjal 


( 97 ) 


Elijab immediately ſet out, and not far from the 


gates of the City, he met a Woman picking up 


ſticks, it was in ſome way made known to the 
Prophet, that ſhe was to be his provider ; upon 
which intelfigence Elijah goes up and fpeaks to 


her ; pray will you fetch me a drink of water? 


The Woman went to draw it, but the Prophet 
called her back, and defired ſhe would bting a 
piece. of bread with her. The Woman upon 


_ this declared her poverty, indeed her whole 


ſtock of proviſion was one fingle handful of 
ineal, and a ſmdll cruſe of oil, and as he might 


ſee, ſhe was picking up a few ſticks to make a 
| fire; and bake her little ſtore for herſelf and het 


ſon, probably the laſt meal they ſhould ever eat 
together, aſtet that, ſhe and the poor Child would 
ſurely both of them be ſtarved to death. Eljah 
cheers his Hoſteſs, hope better things (fxys he) 
go do as you intended, bake your little cake 


| and bring me a piece of it; the Woman earneliiy 


looking at him, he told her, «*« The flock of meal, 


| &© nor the &ruſe of oil would neither of them be 


6 conſumed, till God ſhould graciouſly ſend rain 
« upon the earth, and the Famine be no mote.” 
The Woman went away; her Faith filences all het 
obje&ions, ſhe did as ſhe was ordered, and the 
barrel of meal waſted not, and the cruſe of oil 
did not fail. She rapturouſly enjoyed the blel\- 
lings the Prophet had forctold, a moſl plentiful 

Uupply 
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ſupply, and for two years till the Drought and 
the Famine were over. 


Thus God provided again for his Prophet, paid 
his widowed Hoſtels for his board, and the Mother 
and the Son were both of them bleſſed with his 


good company and inſtruftions. Whenever ſhe 
went to her crufe and her barrel, how picakagly 
told, The Finger of God 1s here. 


Some time after this the Widow experiences 
the benefit of another Miracie wrought in her 
favour. Her only child, her Son grew lick, and. 
after a few days he died; the Mother wept 
aloud, ſhe beat her breaſt, ſhe tore her hair, ex- 


preſſing the livelieſt forrow and diſtrattion., God 
was puniſhing her for her fins, the Prophet, that 
g00d Man, had diſcovered her wickedneſs, and 


| he had told it. Eſhyata comes to his Hoſteſs, and | 
comforts her, be of good cheer, where is your 


Son? Although he were even dead, he would 


_ Fr ng him back to life again, Elijah was ſhewn the 
chamber, and the dead youth; the Prophet laid 


himſelf down upon the Corpſe, and kept breath- 
Ing into its mouth, at the ſame time addreſſing his 
God in an earneſt and very fervent prayer. 

« Elijah” s piety and devout ſupplications pre- 
* vail, the Child breathes, the Youth revives, 
* he lives again, and the Prophet gives him up 
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* to his Mother in health. Overjoyed, in a 
« trance of allettionate feelings, a burlt of ten- 
« dernels avd ſurprile overpowers the poor 


«* Widow, her doubts are removed, her Faith 


© revives; indeed thou art a Man of God, and 
© the word of the Lo1d in thy mouth is truth.” 


It was in the third year of the famine, when _ 
the Prophet returned. to Samaria and ſhewed 
himſelf to good Obadiah. Obadiah was Over- 


 ſeer, and held the firſt office in all the King's 


Houlehold., This good man was ſearching 
every where for a little food and a drink of 


water to refreſh the few poor cattle which as 


yet ſurvived the famine. "The King, and he, 
had juſt parted, and Ahab faid, do you Obadiah 


g0 one way, I myſelf will go another, peradven- 


ture we may. find graſs enough to ſave the horſes 


and mules alive, that we Ilo/e mot all the beaſts. 
Obadiah had ſo diſtinguiſhed himlelf for his 


piety and zeal for God and his Prophets, as to 


have riſked his life, by concealing from the 
fury of the angry Queen a hundred of the 


young Prophets by fiſties in a cave, and Oba- 
diah went every day himſelf. to tced them on 
bread and WALCT. 


While the King and his Overſeer thus (as 1 
were) divided the land, and were Pe PEN 
| throughout 
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throughout, Elijah met. Obadiah, Fe) bs fel 
proſtrate on the ground, expreſſive of his reve 
rence and his joy, art thou not my Lerd Elijah? 
and the Prophet ay Qbaciah to introduce 


: him to the King; ©. go tell thy T.ord, behold 
« Elijah is here ;* _ Obadiah over anxious for 
the Prophet's ſafety as well as his own, pleads 
with him the danger which would attend his 
compliance; Ahab will order you into his pre-- 


ſenee, and when I come to fetch you, the ſpirit 


of your God, will carry you whither I know 
not, and Abab will flay me, when I cannot find - 
you; my life (my Lord) has not paſſed altoge- 
ther uleleſs, was it not told my Lord, I con- 
.cealed a hundred men, by fifty in a cave, and 
fed them day by day myſelf, it would be fad 


for them ſhould Ahab ſlay thy ſervant; from my 


youth, 1 thy ſervant, fear the Lord always; 
Elijah reſolutely perſiſted, this very day (he 
told him) he, would ſhew himſelf to the King, 
as the Lord liveth, replied Obadiah, there 1s 
' no Nation or Kingdom whither my Lord bath 
nut ſent to ſeek thee, and bring thee back to 
revoke the Sentence, and even took an oath of 
ho Kingdom and Nation that they found thee 


not. No remonſtrance availed, Obadiah was 


ol reluctantly forced on the meſſage. Ahab 


haughty and paſſionate, inſultingly. upbraided 
the Prophet, he was the caule of the ſanine, 
_ with 
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with A bitter ſarcaſm, the King aſked Elijah 


art thou he that troubleth Iſrael? with dignity the 
Prophet anſwered him, he was himſelf the cauſe, 


1lraels diltreſſes aroſe from his own Impiety and 


1dolatty, from the Idol Gods he had ſet up, and 
the heatheniſh worſhip authorized and eſtabliſhed 


throughout his Kingdom ; lecing the King {truck 


with his manner, the Prophet now exprelsly 
and condeſcendingly told him, © the Country 
« ſhould have rain,” The F amine hitherto had. 


been exceeding ſharp, and the ſcarcity, both 


for man and beaſt ſo great, they were all 
of them on the point of periſhing. 


Notwithtanding the good news the Prophet 
brought, the conteſt preſently began again, and 


the difpute between the King and Elijah ran 


high, Ahab grew warm, he accuſed, threatened, 


and upbraided the Prophet, upon which Elijah 


propoſed a fſatisfattory method which ſhould 
convince the King, and all his People who it 
was that troubleth Iſrael. The Prophet deſired 
to have a meeting of the Priefts and Worſhip- 
pers of Baal in order to give his Majeſty a pub- 


Aick demonſtration of their Impotence and folly, 
At which conteſt and Trial Elijah aſked the 


King himſelf to prelide. 
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' Four. hundred and fifty Prophets and Priefis 
of Baal were ſummoned. by. proclamation, and 
the Prophets. of the Groves, her Majeſty's 
Chaplains, which eat at the Queen's table, and 
a vaſt concourſe of People all aſſembled upon 
Mount Carmel not far from the ſea-ſhore. The 
Prophet addreſſed himſelf fiſt to the People, 
and (he faid) how long halt ye between two 
opinions, there can be but one Supreme Jcho- 


' vah, if the Lord be God worſhip him, but if 


Baal then follow 'him. In the preſence of their 
Sovereign the People kept a reſpeAful ſilence, 
they ſorely felt the effefts of the famine and 
well knew Baal could not remove it, After a 


| pauſe Elijah ſpeaks again, I ſtand alone and 


ſpeak the cauſe of God, but Bzal's Prophets 


are four hundred and fifty, go order us now 


two Bullocks, they ſhall cbuſe one, cut it to 


pieces and lay it on wood, putting no fire under 


jt. I will dreſs the other and lay my vitim on 
wood, and put no fire under it. They ſhall 


call unto Baal, and I will call on the name of 


the Lord; now the God who anſwereth by fire, 
let him be God, and all the People aplyered, 


48-08 well ſpoken,” 


Elijah turning to the Prieſts and Prophets of 
Baal dire&ed them te make choice of one Bul- 
lock and dreſs it themſelves farſt, for fays he, ye 

CE ALE 


_ 


_( 443 
are many; call on your God, after you have 
placed it on the Altar and the wood, but put. 
ye no fire underneath, From neceſlity they 
complied, after having prepared their Ox they 
begun their homage, they bowed and knelt, 
moſt earneſtly, they prayed, implored, vowed— 
all the powers of art, enchantment and divina- 
tion, were ſtrenuouſly exerted, but in vain; no 
ſacred fire blazed around their ſacrifice ; from 
morning to noon they were thus all fervent 
zeal and ſupplication, then they cut and flaſhed 
themſelves with knives, and lances, (after their 


#4. x 


bloody mode of worſhip). Elijah placid and at 
eaſe, now began to ridicule them, and with the 
'wittieſt pleaſantry, attempted to reQify their 
notions and falſe ideas of a God; Baal, illuſ- 


trious in their eyes, a great perſonage of uncon- 
troulable power, the Prophet by contraſting his 
limited ſphere with the high ideas of omnilſci- 


ence and omnipotence, repreſents Baal an 


image impotent, and ridiculous. © Cry aloud» 


Baal is a great God, he is buſy, or he will not 


hear, perhaps he 18 talking, or purſuing, ON a 
Journey, or a-lleep. 


The brankcis own trial ſucceeded. Ahab 


King of Iſrael, a vaſt multitude of his Peoples 


all the Prieſts and Prophets of Baal witneſſes. 


lis Elijab 
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Elijah flew his Ox, ofdered the Prieſts to fe 
Hove theif oblation, and beckoned to all the Ped- 


ple to draw near. The Prophet then took twelve 


large ſtones (the number of the twelve T11bes), 


and rears an Altar for himfelf, with a deep 


trench around it. He pours over it four pails of 
Tea water, and after that four more, and filled the 
trench, Upon the Altar the Prophet piled his 
wood, and over all he laid his Ox. Elyah then 
put up a fervent and devoyt Prayer to God, 
humbly aſking Him to vouchſafe to demonſtrate 
his power before this People. A fire from Hea- 
ven alighted inſtantly on the Altar, blazing and 


conſuming the Sacrifice, and it dricd. up. "i 
| the water in the trench. 


All Iſrael fell proftrate on the ground, reve- 


rentially worſhipping the One only Iiving and 


true God. 


Elijah availed himſelf of this their ſerious dil. 


poſition and devout hom? ge, and with authority 
_ commanded them to put to death all the Prieſts 


and Prophets of Baal ; inſpired by what they ſaw, 
and the commands of the Prophet, they drove 


them down to the Brock Kidron, and every one 


of them were drowned or ſlain, 
The King much mortified and Pry 
at what he ſaw, ſtood by and ſilently permitted it, 
Immediately 
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fmmediately afterwards Elijah walked up te 
Ahab, and ſpoke comfortably and encouraging 
to him, Go home (lays he) to dinner, God with 
ſhortly ſend you rain, 


The Prophet rented the hill with his faithful. 
ſervant. and h- fat him down on the craſs, g FO 
(he ſays) to his fervant, climb that Rock, and 
look towards the Sea, and tell me when you ſee 
a cloud ; the ſky was quite clear and ſerene, the 


' young man mounts up the Rock, time after time, | 


and fees nothing, the feventh time he brings 


Elijah word, ſomething he did ſee, but it was 
no bigger than a Man's head, on hearing this the 


Prophet inſtantly diſpatched a hurrrying meſſage 
to Ahab, to haſte home or he would be wet, 
the ſhower was jult coming, and the King had 


only time to mount his Chariot and. enter the 


Palace gates, before a ſudden tempeſt poured 


_ down rapidly. Elijah, to ſhew his humility, re- 
ſpeAfully ran before the King as far as the City 


Jezreel, but he would not go up to the Palace, 
as he meant to avoid the furious anger of the. 


Queen. Outrageous and frantick for the loſs 


of her Prieſts, 'the Queen was vowing revenge 
on the Prophet, he ſhould die, he ſhouid die, and 
before to-morrow's dawa. Under this fore 
alarm and perſecution, Elijah left Samaria, and 
he fled to a Deſert not far from Beerſheba, 

"ol 
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a City on the frontiers of the Tribe of Judah, 


and under the Government of Jehofophat. The 


Prophet over fatigued, and quite faint, here laid 


himſelf down under a Juniper tree, and he 


Prayed to God that he might die, while the 
Prophet was lamenting and repining at his hun- 


ger, and at his many ſore trials and troubles, he 
fell a-ſleep, ſoon as he awoke, Elijah found that 


meat and drink had both been fet by him, and. 


the Prophet eat and drank and was refreſhed, 
after which he proceeded on his journey, and 


came to the foot of Mount Sinai, the tremendous _ 


Mountain, held facred by all the Nations around, 
where Moſes, from the hand of God, fo awfully 
received the Ifraelitiſh Laws. 
a large Cave, probably the ſame where Moſes 
had been hid, here the Prophet ventured to 


turn in, made it his place of refidence, and 
fat down to indulge his melancholy, Afﬀeer 
he had lived here ſome time, one morning 
Elijah heard a voice diſtinaly calling him, 
and it aſked why he had left the City ? and why 
Þe hid himſelf there? The Prophet anſwered, 


on account of my ſlaying her Prieſts, the an» 


&y Queen 1s perlecuting me, and endangering | 


my life. The day following Elijab heard the 


voice accolting him again, and it ordeied bim out 


of tae Cave, he ſhould receive his inſtrugions 
Fa _u- 


Elijah perceived 
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in.the open. air-on tle Mount, - afid ſtand bee 
fore the Lord, The Prophet obeyed, and as 
ſoon as he was well got out of the Cave, 


he _ was awfully ſhook by an earthquake, his 
eyes were at the ſame time dazzled, and 


he was almoſt blinded with a burkt of light, 
accompanied with a mighty ruſling, ſuddenly 
the. ſcene changed, and all was in a moment 


Fs ſucceeded by a dead tilneſs, and a perfe 
= calm (an operation of Nature very fmilar to a 
I fiery Volcano). God hereby intimating. ke would 


work for Iſrael, not by vicble exertions, might, 


\ or power, but by his ſecret influence filently 
; ating on the mind. The voice was now dil- 


tinaly heard again, and it ſpoke comfortably to 
the Prophet, who had wrapt his face in his. man= 
tle, and ſtood trembling, and almoſt ſenſeleſs. 
with ho!ror ; © Be not afraid; none of all your 
* enemics ſhall overpower you. Co home, 
* anoint Jehu, the Son of Nemſhi, King over 
« Iſrael. Hazael, of Damaſcus, King of Syria. 


«© Eliſha, Son of Shaphat, of Abel-meholah, 


* near the City of Abela, appoint him your Suc- 


Jy © ** cellor, a Prophet of the Moſt High God, 


As yet I have left me ſeven thouſand who have 


b- nat bowed the knee to Baal,” who will ſecond 
| your attempts, and declare: 2g1inſt Idolatry. 


{journey back. t to Samarla, and as he. paſſegi 


Elijah made no delay, but ſet. out on his 


OYET 


v- 
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Þ | ver the fields,” he met with Eliſha,” in com- 


pany with others at Plow, Eliſha was driving 
(together wizh his ſervants) not far from the | 
City twelve yoke of Oxen; Elijah as ſoon 
as as he came near to him, threw his mantle 
over him, this was the ſimple mode of inau- Wh 
guration the Prophet adopted, and eleQed this be 
wealthy farmer into his new office; Eliſha in- Et 
| Rantly prophefied; he left his Plow and his 
Oxen, and followed Elijah, only firſt deſired 
leave to call together his Parents, Relations, 
and Acquaintance and have one merry meeting, 
and take a farewell of them all. Eliſha killed 
two of his oxen, he. cut up, and cooked the 
fieſh, divided his feaſt among his gueſts, and 
then went away with the Prophet, and they 
took up their abode not very far from Jezreel 
the City where Ahab and his Court at that 
time reſided. Naboth who poffeſſed a large 
_ eſtate in this beautiful Valley, owned a Vine- 
yard contiguous to the gardens of the Palace, 
it was almoſt in the King's grounds, and a 
moſt eligible ſpot for a kitchen garden, Ahab 
offered to make a purchaſe of it, or to give 
| Naboth ſome other eſtate in exchange; Na- 
both was wealthy, it was his patrimonial 
eſtate, and in that Country it was eſteemed 
very diſgraceful to part with it, Naboth liked 
to .cat himſelf of the fruit and produce. of his 
| own 


TE 
ewn lands, and choſe to improve. it for his 
children, and honourably hand it down to poſs 
terity; upon theſe conſiderations he uncour= 
teouſly refuſed the requeſt of his Prince. Na« 
both's denial ſo thoroughly vexed and nettled 
Ahab, be would neither eat, nor drink, nor 
waſh, nor dreſs himſelf, nor could he ſleep; 
| the King lay all day on the ground, ſullen and 
ſick from diſappointment z the Queen firuck 
with a condu@ ſo ſtrange, inquired what could 
be the cauſe? and ſhe was now told, of the re« 
queſt, his Majeſty had condeſcendingly made, 
and of Naboth's refuſal; ſhe goes immediately 
to the King, art thou a Sovereign over Iſrael ? 
does it become the dignity of a King to ſue. 
to his ſubjeQ? why not ſeize on, the Vineyard 
by force, give yourſelf no more trouble about 
ſuch a Trifle, riſe up, attend to your health, 
eat and drink and dreſs yourſelf as uſual, I will 


_ give thee the Vineyard of Naboth the og 
lite, 


Jeſebel ſat - down and ſhe wrote herſelf, and 
forwarded letters to the Nobles, Elders and 
Magiſtrates of Tezreel, and ſealed them with 
the royal Gignet, commanding a Faſt to be pro- 
claimed, an aſſembly called, and the firſt ſeat 

in it, to be given to N aboth, 


& ' » as | Pp 'Kk 4 His 
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His perſon and his preſence thus made ſure of, 


the Court was direQed to ſuborn falſe witneſſes, 


and impeach Naboth of high treaſon and. blaf- 
phemy; the puniſhment for which, was death 


and confiſcation; the Judges | were ordered 


thereſore inſtantly to paſs lentence « on OT, 
and lead him out and [tone him. 


The Jezreelites dared not diſobey the Oveen, 


and they ſoon ſent her word of the death of 


Naboth; « Naboth is ſtoned, and is dead.” 


'The Queen carries herſelf the news to Ahab, 
_ the King haſtily aroſe and went direQly to the 
| Vineyard to take poſſeſſion ; the Prophet Elijah 


met Ahab on the ſpot, the King highly awed 


ſays to him, © haſt thou found me, O mine 
« Enemy? moſt ſolemnly the Prophet announ- 


ced the ſad deſtruftion, the murder of Naboth 


would bring upon him; the Queen ; upon his 
Sons; and all and every one of his Family. 
\* The dogs ſhould lick the blood of Ahab, and 


* on the ſelf-ſame ſpot, where they had licked 
* the blood of Naboth; Jeſebel his Queen 
* ſhould be devoured by dogs; his poſterity 
« utterly be cut off; thoſe who died in the 


&« fields, the fowls of the air ſhould eat, thoſe 


* who died | in the City, the dogs. Thus all 
« ſhould lie inglorious and unburied,” _ 


The 


Fe 
S- 
"<p 
-B 
oY 
[1 
£. 
P -* 
war. - 
LX 
VE 
I 
wat 
oe”, 
FN p 
| 
4s 
"TRY 
# 2 
3 
p1 
P F p 
S-$3* 
4 
 EOIN 
WY: 
"= 
*$ 
T 
*5+ 
_O 
(4 
<5 
SN 
” 
Sd 
5 n 
4 
(n) 
” 
"2 
$5 
ET 
FE, 
wr. : 
$ 7% 
1 
IF 


SRI ol 


WT 


( 251 ) 
The Prophet Elijah was, ſome years after 


this, ſent with an awful meſſage to Ahaziah the 
Son of Ahab, the baluſtrades had given away, 
and he fel} from the roof of his Palace into the 


Court yard below, the King was ſorely bruiſed 


and in very great. agony ; 1n his anguiſh and 
diſtreſs, Ahaziah ſent his ſervants to Baal-zebub 


the God of the Ekronites, to enquire if he 


| ſhould recover. 


The Prophet Elijah was divedted to go.to meet 
the Meſſengers, order them back to the Palace, 
and give the King this awful anſwer to his ene 
oth « Is it nvt becauſe there is no God in 

* Iſrael that thou ſendeſt to the Idols of Ekron ? 


LL therefore thou ſhalt not come down from the 
'$* hed on w! hich thoy lieſt, but ſhalt ſurely « die.” 4 


The ſpeedy return of the Meſſengers "10S 
priſed Ahaziah, but when they had told him of 


the Perſon they had met, his being acquainted 
with the errand they were ſent on, and the an- 
ſwer which he ordered them to deliver, the King 


| was Rill more ſtruck, aad he inſtantly aſked them, 


what ſort of a Man was he? and they ſaid a 
hairy Man, with a leathern girdle. 


| Ahaziah now knew him to be the Prophet, 
and ſaid, ſend me a Captain and his band of 


billy, let them go and bring this Man before mee 
Kksy _ The 


( 232 ) 
' The Prophet had mounted up a high hill, a 


| of Mount Carmel, and ſat himſelf down; 


here an Angel appeared and guarded Elijah. 
The Captain and his band of ſoldiers climbed 


up and approached him. He firſt ſent him a 
meſſage, commanding the Prophet down, and 


gave orders to his Men to ſurround him, refiſt- 
ance he told Elijah would avail him nothing, his 
Guard ſhould carry him to the Palace ; thus was 


he beſet, and no chance of eſcape, and in caſe he 
| ſurrendered, the Prophet lay wholly at the 


mercy of the King, 


Elijah (appealing to his own dignity and cha- 


raQer) told the Officer, Fire from Heaven would 


| conſume bath him and his band; and it was im- 
mediately afterwards, Fire did come down and 
burnt to aſhes the Captain and all his men; an 


awful inſtance of God's power, who thus Inter- 
poſed and laved the life of his Prophet. 


The fatal news is carried to the Palace, Aha- 


_ zlah highly obſtinate, though alarmed, diſpatched 
another Captain, and his band of fifty. He 
with like menaces accoſted Elijah, commanding 
him down, on the Prophets appeal, Fire from 
Heaven deſtroyed jn like manner this ſecond 


Captain and his men, The King ſent in haſte 


© third Captain and his fifty, He, awfully inti- 
midated 


ICE * df Few 


EL IA 
ee: ety STS 

wy SAS If a. IL _ > 
be ods oe TS, $50 46" 

SE Oy >. 

Wo pon WES, 1» 4 7 Ge 

Wn, & wo Er ten "> : : . 

* < el OTE ©. 5 ca 4 F 6 

"Y $a. 7 4s Os M7, NR Sy ax ie 13 ons ere e LH - ES 2h” 4 apt rt ht We 


CL SF at PAS a> ef 
DEE Egg =, 
"45 bn gn We, bn 


a ” 
WT, 
bs 
hs 
wg 


, 


IS CE One « 
4 ws 7 "PS IRS, wp ati. 
x IS Forge on, rf ING 
% be ws Pin 2 i ants io es i 

ee a, FORO, EIT Is 


+ 


( 253 ) 
midated by the de ftruion, and the ſad Tene lie 
witneſſed, and himſelf being of a-mild and ſweet 
diſpoſition, he fell on bis knees before the Pro. 
phet, and beſought him, faying, © O' Man of 


« God, I pray thee let my life; and the lives 
« of theſe fifty thy ſervants be precious in thy 


« fight,” Eljah captivated with the modeſt and 


humble behaviour of this Officer, came down 
\ the hill with bim, and went with his band to the 


Palace. 


The Prophet being uſhered. in to the Royal 
preſence with firmneſs and magnanimity, deli- 


_ vered his awful Commiſſion to the King. © Since 


& thou haſt ſent to Baal-zebub theGod of Ekron, 
as if there had been no God in Iſrael, to enquire. 


reſpeQing your recovery, I, the Prophet of the 


Moſt High God, denounce death to thee. Thus 


the Prophet exhibited the dignity of his Office, 


and gave a freſh proof of his Faith and Courage. 
The laſt meſſage Elijah was fent to deliver was 


to Jehoram, and the Prophet wrote him a letter 
to inform him, that on account of his impiety, 


abominations and Idolatry, God would inflit 
an awful and very terrible judgment both on 
.King and People, he then relates to him the. 


death of the Queen and his Children, he himſelf 
ſhould but a very ſhort time ſurvive them 
Elijah 
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Eljjah goes on to particularize the diſeaſe the 
King ſhould ſuffer under, and its fatal iſſue, 
tormenting pains in his bowels, a bloody flux, 


which would end in a rupture, his bowels would 


fo burſt out, that he himſelf ſhould ſee them. 


It was ſoon after this, his laſt, and fad predic- 


tion, Elijah was taken from the ſight of men, NO 
_ one could ever ſay the Prophet died. 


Elijah went to Gilgal, his faithful Eliſha fol- 
lowing him, from thence to Bethel, and from 
thence to Jericho, and from Jericho: to the Ri- 


ver Jcrdan; at the two fir places Elijah would 


very fain have left Eliſha, his faithful ſervant 
would not be ſhaken off, no entreaties, no com- 


mands prevail ; when they came to the banks of 


the River, Eliſha waved his mantle over the 
water, ana it formed a wall like glaſs on either 


hand, to the right and to the left, (a Miracle 


deſigned to grace the laſt day of the Prophet's 


abode on earth). The waters thus divided, the 
Prophets both paſſed over dry ſhod. 


Elijah on the other fide, and near the banks of 


Jordan ; enquired what he ſhould do for his 
faithful ſervant, and Eliſha wiſely, and with 


pious zeal, aſked of him * A double portion of 
his Spirit, - Elijah faid, It \ Was s Indeed a difficult 


requeſt, 


1 9-9 

requeſt, nevertheleſs if he ſhould ſee him, after 
he was firſt parted frum him, it would be granted, 
hereby keeping his attention fixed on this won- 
derfu] Scene. 
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Thus it was he comforted his faithful and very 
1g affettionate Servant, and while they were yet 
4 talking and thus prepared for parting—a bright 


7 Cloud, reſembling a Chariot of Fire and Fiery 
De Horſes, is ſaid to have come between them, 
T0 {ſeparating them the one from the other. 

Fo Elijah aſcended up into Heaven in a whirl. 
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phet Elijah, and choſen his Succeſlor. 
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_T the expreſs appointment of God, Elifha, 
the Son of Shaphat, a wealthy Farmer of 
Abel-Meholah, near the City of Abela, was ini- 
tiated into his high Prophetic Office, by the Pro- 


_ In his Father's farm, Eliſha, together with 
the Huſbandmen, was driving twelve plows, with 
ar es twelve 
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ewelve ſeveral yoke of Oxen, and he himſelf 
had the management- of the laſt plow, when the 
Prophet Elijah, in bis journey from Mount Sinal 
to Samaria, went up to him in the field, and 
without any preamble there threw his mantle 
over him. This was the ceremony of 1inaugu- 
ration adopted by the Prophet, Eliſha experi- 


_ enced a wonderful change, and inſtantly began 


prophelying. He aſked leave of Elyah to give 


a parting kiſs to his Father and Mother, and 


take an affetionate farewel of his Acquaintance, 
and the Prophet told him, all that 1 have done, 


ts by inltigation from a higher Power, and no 


hindrance to a prudent regard to your Relations; 


upon which, Eliſha (according to the cuſtom of 
the times) flew two of his Oxen, cooked the fleſh, 


made a Fealt, and divided it among his Family 


and the Servants, and then readily left his Teem 
_ and his Parents, and family eſtate, and followed. 


Elijah ; ever after, he became his watchſyul Come 
panion anda faithful Servant, | 


Upen the tranflation of the Prophet Elijah, 


1s Conant atteridant was by all. the Sons of the. 


Prophets immediately recognized as his Succel- 
for, and they ſaid One to another, © The Spl- 
*« rit of Elyah does reſt on the Prophet 
«4 Eliſha,” | 
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In token of lively ſorrow, as ſoon as he could 


diſcern the aſcent of Elijah in the air, Eliſha 


rent his cloaths, and in a kind of extaſy, kept 


crying out, © My Father, my Father, the Chariot 


*« of Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof.” An 
affeQtionate and moit polite appeal. Your Coun- 


ſels, Prayers, and Puwer with God, have done 


more for tne defence of 1ſrael, than their Cha- 
riots, Horſemen and warlike Proweſs. Seeing 
the Mantle drop from Elijah as he roſe, Eliſha 
picked it up, and walked to the banks of Jor- 
Can, he waved it over the river, and in humble de- 
pendance enquired, where is the Lord God of 
Elijab ? intimating that God is preſent. Although 
Elijah was gone—God was not. Eliſha ſmote 


the waters, waving his Mantle over them, and 
they divided to the right hand and to the lefr, 


ſo that the Prophet walked over dry-ſhod. In 
order to {trengthen Elifha's faith, God ſo ordered 

, "that with Elijah's Mantle, his Office and Spi- 
Tit | ſhould reft on his Succelſlor. The young Pro- 
phets here met Elifha, and gave a pioof of an a- 


 miable humility, by paying bim the ſame reverence 
they had always ſhewn Elijah. They began by 


preſenting a petition to their new Maſter, behold 
(lay they) there be here Fifty of thy ſervants, all 


{trong men, we pray thee let us go ſeek Elijah, 
his Spirit only may be removed, his body left, 
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we would fain give it an honourable burial. 


' Elijjab told them it would be to no purpoſe. The 


Youths were ſo very preſling, their importunity 


got the better of the Prophet, modeſt and hum- 


ble, he was quite aſhamed to refuſe, and he ſaid, 
go. The Fifty young men ſought diligently three 
days, and- Eliſha waited for them at the City of 
Jericho, On their return, he mildly faid, Did 
I not ſay unto you, go not? A circumſtance 
which promoted greater reſpet, and cauled the 
wiſdom of their new Maſter to be more no- 
ticed. | 


| Before he reached Jericho, the news of the 
Prophets aſcent 'had been rumoured in that 
City, and the inhabitants were told of the arri- 


val of his Succeſſor. The Heads and Elders aſ- 


ſembled in a body, and ſubmiſfively petitioned 
him to redreſs a grievance they had long la- 
boured under. The water of their ſprings, 
and their brook was unwholeſome, and their 
Jand barren and unfruitful. ** The men of the 


« City faid, the ſituation is indeed pleaſant, as 


«* my Lord feeth, but the water is naught and 


*« the ground barren,” Eliſha's firſt miracle 


was mercy, he uſes a ceremontous form, which 
enhanced its notoriety, for he threw alt into 
the water, well known to add'to its unplea- 
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lantheſs, after which, he told them, ** I have 
© healed your waters, there will be no More 
&* death or barren land benceforwards.” 'F rom 
Jericho the Prophet journeyed on towards Be- 


the], the City of Jacob's Viſton, whence it got 
Its name, but fince well known for its impiety | 


and idolatry and for being the City, in which 


Jeroboam had ſet up the golden calf in inmna- 


tion of the Gods of Egypt. When Eliſha came 
near Bethel, a number of Idolatrous youths ran 
out of the City, and fet on by their parents, 
kept mocking and inſulting the Prophet, 


* What come you here for? get ye up to 
« Heaven after your Maſter, go up thou Bald. 


© head go.” We want none of your company 
nor your Prophecies, On this riot, and 
inſult, Eliſha turned away from Bethel, and 


paſſed by into another road which. led to 
Mount Carmel, but ſtill theſe wicked "a 
followed after him, riotous and noily, reviling 


and mocking, upon which the Prophet turned 
back and looked at them, in the fpirit of Pros 


 phecy Eliſha denounced a curſe he well 


knew was falling upon them, and then purlued 
his journey towards Carmel ; preſently, & two 


*« She Bears ruſhed out from a neighbouring 


* wood and devoured two and forty of them.” 
The inhabitants of Bethel ail Idolaters, were 


vexed | 
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vexed to have a college of young Prophets 
among them, they had a ſettled averſion to 
all the ſtudents, and therefore ſent out theſe 
idolatrous youths to inſult their new maſter. 2 


At Mount Carmel, Eliſha took up his abode. 


at the School, and viſited the Sons of the Pro=- 
| phets, on his initiation he was defirous of re- 


tirement, to conſider of his new duties and 
employ, and more uninterruptedly hold converſe 
with his God, After ſume time the Prophet 
ſet out from hence, and returned back to Sama- 
ria, and ſoon entered on a life of bulineſs and 
more ative zcal, 


In his prophetic office Eliſha's firſt call was 
highly beneficial to his Countrymen. Jehoram 
King of Iſrael, in alliance with the two Kings 
of Judah and Edom, had marched a numerous 
and powerful Army againſt Moab;'in order to 
fall on the rear of the Moabites, this vaſt Hoſt 
made a wide circuit through the wilderneſs of 


' Edom, it took them up no leſs than ſeven 


days, all this while travelling acroſs this dry 


and ſandy deſert, the troops were at' length 


quite faint exhauſted and dying for want of 


water, In this extremity, periſhing and gaſp- 
_ Ing, 
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(. 202 ) 
ing, Jehoram paſſionately ſaid, the Lord hath 
called us three Kings together, to deliver us 
| an eaſy prey to Moab. But Jehoſophet, King of 
Judah, enquired for a Prophet of the Lord, 
Jehoram's ſervant told him, Eliſha Son of. 
Shaphat, he was here, and the King replied, 
Eliſha is a true Prophet. Upon this the three 
| Kings immediately ſet ont and waiked down to 
the Prophet's tent, hoping by their condeſcen- 
tion and the honour they 1d him, more ef- 
tectuaily to engage his aſfilance. Ou their 
arrival at the tent, Eliſha called out loudly to 
Jehoram, © what have I to do with tiee? go get 
«* thee to the calves thy Father Wo1ſhipped, or 
to Baal the God of thy Mother;” the King 
_ anſwered him, you can have no refpctt for me, 
but pity this innocent King of Edom and 
good [choſophat, involved in a like mifery and 
danger with myſelf, Eliſha called for a mu- 
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fical inſtrument and compoled his mind, fome- 


what ruffled by their preſence and the calamity, 
after which he told them, ye ſhall not ſee wind, 
neither ſhall ye fee rain, but go ye, make this 
valley iull of ditches, all of them ſhall be 
| filled with water, and ye ſhall drink, and your | 
cattle, and. your beaſts; and moreover 1t Is 


fot the only proof ye ſhall witneſs of the 
power and goodnets of God, now ſhewn you on 
account of Jeholophat, whoſe virtue and piety 
] revere, 


( 263 ) 

T revere, it is indeed compratively a light 
thing, for God will allo deliver the Moabites 
into your hands, and ye ſha'l ſite every fenced 


City, and every choice City, and fell FENF | 
goodly Tree.” 


The three Kings had only entertained hopes of 
defending themlelves, and retiring back from 
their Enemies, the Prophet inſtantly procured 
a land flood (probab'y from the rocks) which 
ſoon plenifuily ſupplied both men and beaſts 
and reireſhed them all; the Moabites not in the 
leaſt dreaming of water, the next morning by 


the unuſual refle&ion of the Sun looking red 


on the water, thought of nothing but blood, and 
that the three Kings ruſt have quarrelled and 


cut one another to pieces, and they ſaid, 
** now Moab to the ſpoil,” raſhly without any 


martial order they advanced even_ to the 
Camp of Iſrael, where they were all flaugh= 
tered and the Aimy totally deſtroyed, the 
King of Moab haſti 'y fled, and he was 
almoſt the ouly one who got back to his 


Capital, 


This Heatheniſh P1ince, furious and frantic, 
on the Cuy Wall publickly exhibited the moſt 


barbarous and horrid of all Scenes, the murde- 


rous burnt-offering of his own Son, the heir to 


the 
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(204 } 
the Crown of Moab, to appeaſe (as he impi- 
ouſly thought) the aiger of Chemoſh his 
God. By 


In the City of Samaria the Propkct was pre». 
ſented with a humble petition from a very poor 
Widow, ber Huſband ſhe faid was the Son of a_ 


Prophet, he was lately dead, and had left her in 
great diſtreſs; he died inſolvent; the creditors 
were already in her houſe; they had arreſted her 
two Sons and were carrying ther off for ſlaves 


{according to the laws and cuſtom of the Coun- 


try); the aff<Qtionate Mother tore her hair and 
wept aloud; Eliſha aſked her what ſhe might have 


left, and ſhe anſwered him, only a pot of oil. Go 


ſays the Prophet to all your neighbours, borrow 


of them every veſſel and empty caſk you can | 


procure, place them in your own houſe, and ſhut 


' yourſelf up with your two Sons alone, then take 


your little ftore of oil, and begin pouring into that 
caſk which ſtands firlt; the poor Widow impli- 
citly obeyed, and the oil ſo wonderfully en- 


creaſed as to fill to the brim, all the veſſels and 
Calks ſhe had been able LO borrow. 


Overflowing with tears of joy, ſhe inſtantly 


ſought out her BeneſaQtor, and told him all her 
| ſucceſs. The Prophet now dire&ed her to go 
and fell as much of her oll, as would pay all 
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( 26g ) 
her jate huſband's debts, and ſupport herſelf and 
her family on the remainder. 


See the poor Widow relieved from her diſtreſs, 
her two Sons reſcued from bondage, her huſband's 
Creditors fully paid, and a ſweet independence 
allotted her for life. 


Eliſha valid next to | the City of Shunemy 
in the Tribe of Iflachar, near Mount Carmel, 
and as oft as he paſſed that road, a Family of 
figure and fortune always hoſpitably entertained 
him, and as ſhe ſaw him very often, the Miſtreſs 
of the houſe took great notice of the ſanQity of 


his life, the fervency of his devotion, and his 


zeal for the honour of kis God; the noiſe and 
buſtle of her great family ſhe thought muſt ſurely 
interrupt the Meditations and Prayers of this 


good Man, and ſometimes might even offend his 
delicacy. After the had thought much on the 
| ſubjett, ſhe conſulted with her huſband; and 

| propoſed to him the building a little chamber on 


the wall, it would yet be within the premiſes, 


_ and ſhe would furniſh it (according to the fim- 


plicity of the times) with a bed and a ſtool; and 
a table and a candleſtick, a little independence 
{ihe ſaid) was always enjoyed, ſo ſhe propoſed to 
her huſband the making him a preſent of it, that 


henever he travelled the. road, he might be 


Yo L: FI; Mam accommao=s 
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accommodated with his own, and turn in thither, 
the oblivation would perhaps ſeem lefs, and” 2 
erateful diſpoſition leſs hurt by accepting it, 


This amiable friend had often ſo hoſpitably re- 
_ Eeived the Prophet, and had juſt now ſettled a 
little home upon him ; he ſends Gehazi his ſer. 
vant to enquire how he ſhould make her ſome 
return; the good man felt the debt of kindneſs 
irkſome; would ſhe be ſpoken for to the King? 


or to the Captain of the Holt? His amiable 


Hoſtels had 1iet bounds to her deſires, lweetly 
contented, ſhe ſent him word, ſhe dwelt in love 


_ and peace amongit her own People ; her ſtation 


in her neighbourhood equalled all her wiſhes. 


Moderation ſo unaffeted while it was noticed by 


the Prophet, encreaſed his difficulty, and he aſks 
Gehazi, how ſhall I repay this Woman's kind- 


neſs? Gehazi tells him, her Huſband is old, it 
would be a great joy, indeed, to her, to be a 


Mother. At the very next meeting, the Pro- 


phet acquaints his Hoſteſs, ſhe ſhould have a Son. 


The Woman d1d not know how to believe even {o 


co0d a Man; but ſhe found ſoon after the truth 


_ of the Prophets information. She bore a Son, 
the Child grew up and delighted her heart ; as 
It was one day in the fields with its Father fol- 
| lowing the reapers, the Child ciied, my head, 
; F my 


-. 
* 
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my head, it grew ſuddenly ſick, the fond Father 


moſt tenderly ordered it home, and it died ſoon 


after, at noon, 1n Its Mother's arms. The dil- 
trated Parent, overwhelmed with deſpair, haſtens 
with her dead Son up to the Prophet's Chamber, 


and there laid it down upon the bed, ſhe then 
aſked of her Huſband to ſend her an Aſs and a 


driver, they both ſeat themſclves upon it, and 
ſhe ſays, drive you on, and go forward, flack 


' not thy riding, unleſs I bid thee, ſhe made all 


the ſpeed ſhe could to Carmel, where Eliſha 


dwelt, the Prophet ſaw her coming, while ſhe was 


afar off he ſuſpeaed the cauſe, and haſtily ſends 


| his ſervant to enquire, 1s all well with thee? 1s all 
well with thy Huſband? is all well with the 
Child? the Woman makes no ſtop, haftens on 
to the hiil, a moſt carneſt and humble ſuppliant, 
ſhe caught the Prophet and held him by the 
feet—Gehazi thruſt her away—but the Man of 


God ſaid, let her alone, her ſoul is ſore vexed, 
and the Lord hath hid it from me, The Woman 


was ſoon able to ſpeak, and ſhe pleads with the 


Prophet; did I defire a Son of my Lord? He 
was ircely promiſed me; ſurely thou art con- 


cerned to reſtore me my dead Son, a Son, by 


your Prayers to God, you ſo kindly procured 
me. Eliſha would now fain have hurried away 


 Gehazi his ſervant, and he gave him his own 


= oY ie | - 
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Staff and was direQing him to lay it on the face 
bf the Child, but the wailings, and entreaties, 


and diſtraftion of the Mother prevail on the 


Prophet, © I will never leave thee till thou goeſt 
with me.” The Prophet haſtes away himſelf, Ge. 
hazi his ſeryant ran forward with his Staff, and 


paſſed on before them, and laid the Staff on the 
face of the Child, but as there was no appear- 
ance of life, he ran back and told him, the Child 


was not awaked. Eliſha now entered the room, 
and he ſhut the door upon them twain, and he fell 


down upon the dead Child, and he put his mouth 
upon his mouth, and then, his eyes upon his 


eyes, and his hands upon his hands, and behold 


| the Child waxed warm, the Prophet's fervent 
Prayers at length were heard, the breath returns, 


the Child ſneezes, it opens its. eyes, it revives, 
and the Prophet ſays to Gehazi, go call this Shu- 
namite—the Mother comes—ſhe ſcarcely could 
believe what ſhe ſaw, ſhe ſell proſtrate on the 


ground, rapturouſly yet reverentiallz worſhipping 


that Divine Power, which had wrought ſo } ka 


a Miracle 1 In her family, 


Eliſha's habitation. was principally at Mount 
Carmel, he here eſtabliſhed a School, and taught 
himlelf a great number of young Students, train=- 


ing them up for young Prophets, the building | 
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Ha2s called the College, and Eliſha boarded they 


all himſelf, as well as preſided over their edus 


cation, At the City of Gilgal there was another 


College of the Prophets; and Eliſha, as he was 
now at Shunem, travelled on to Gilgal, the Pro- 
phet had heard there was a dearth in that City, 
and he was anxious for the ſafety and proſperity 
of the College, Eliſha went purpoſely to comfort 
and encourage the young Prophets, to confirm 
them in their religious principles and daily daties, 


| The morning after his arrival (he ſays), ſet an 

the Pottage, and he ſent Gehazi to gather herbs 

for it in the fields, among the wholeſome herbs 
were plucked ſome leaves of the Coloquintida, a 
horrid bitter and poiſonous plant, and they were 
boiled among the reſt in the Pottage, The Stu- 
dents were all ſtruck with the bitter taſte, and pre= 
ſently were all fick and a vomiting, and they 
ſaid to Eliſha—O! thou Man of God, there is 
death in the Pot, Eliſha aſked for a little meal, 
and ſprinkled it into the diſh, after which it be-_ 


came wholeſome and palatable, and they all eat 


of it very heartily, 


Ancthes miracle in the eating way is recorded 
of the Prophet, during his viſit at the College; 
he 1s ſaid to have fed a bundred perſons, with 


only 


( 290 ) 
only twenty ſmall loaves of barley bread, and 
they all had enough and to ſpare. | 


_ Soon after Eliſha's return to Carmel, a Sy. 


| .rian General, the highly celebrated Naaman, 
Commander in Chief of the Armies of Syria, 
being afflited with a leproſy, he obtained let. 


ters of recommendation from the King, his 
Maſter, to Jehoram King of Iſrae], requeſting 


his permiſſion, to apply to the Prophet Eliſha 
for affiſtance and a cure. Naaman let out with 


a pompous retinue, a train of carriages, with 


noble and magnificent preſents on his journey 7 


to Samaria; and he took with him ten talents 


of ſilver, and ten thouſand pieces of gold, and 
| ten changes of raiment, to defray the charges of 
his journey, and for preſents to the Prophet and 


officers of the Court of Iſrael; as ſoon as he had 


entered the City, Naaman forwarded to the Pa- 


lace, his petition and his letters of recommenda- 


tion from the King of Syria to Jehoram, 


The King miſunderſtood the meſſage, thought 


this was only a pretence, the Syrians were wag- 
ing war with him, in his ſurprize he cries out, 
« am I a God to kill or make alive, that thou 
Fe ſendeſt hither a leper, ſo inveterate a malady.” 
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The lepers then were covered all over with 
foul ſcurf, their fleſh ſhrivelled, their joints 
diſtorted, moſt horrid, offenſive, and loath=- 
ſome, to cure a leproſy | was next to raiſing 
the dead; the poor General, a miſerable and 
ſhocki \g ſpeRacle, had with difficulty travelled 
a long journey ſrom Damalcus, and the news 


of Ui arrival was ſoon carried to Mount Car- 


mel, upon which Eliſha wrote a letter to Jeho- 
1am, defiring the King to ſerd the Syrian leper 
to Carmel, he ſhould ſoon be made to know, 
there was a God 1n Iſrael. | 


| Naaman with all his ſtately retinue drove on 
to Carmel, and his carriage ftopt at the Pro- 
phet's door; Eliſha ſent his ſervant to the car- 
Tlage and direed Naaman to the water fide, 
there to alight, and bathe himſelf, dipping ſeven 
times in the River Jordan, after which his fleſh 
would be renewed, and his leproſy cured. The 
Syrian Lord expeCting a ceremonious recep- 
tion, and all the formalities of a cure, replied 
in wrath, are not Abana and Parphar, Rivers 
of Damaſcus, purer far, than all the waters of 
Iirael? Naaman drove off in a rage, but as 
ſoon as he became calmer, his ſervants reſpect 


Tully remind him of the great eaſe with which 
zhe Prophet $ direttions could be complica with, 


« if 


| 
| 


Prout > A AIR A IEEE IC Eos as re 


- > OE en> cb 2" pR__ « - Y 
2. CO-2002 i Pris EIA AO 2% L 


, 


( 292 ) 
© if (ſay they) thou hadſt been bidden to ds 


© ſome great thing, wouldft thou not have done 


* it? how much rather then, when he faith to 
« thee waſh and be clean.” As he paſſed on 
Naaman reaſoned the point with himſelf, be 


went down to the River, and he dipped him. 
ſelf ſeven times, and his fleſh came again as 
Freſh as a young childs, 


Amazed at what he ſaw, and overjoyed at 
his cure, Naaman mounted his chariot, drove 
on to Samaria and on to Carmel, he alights at 
the Prophet's door, and there profoundly reve- 


rences the God of Iſrael, the moſt high God of 
all the earth, here he unloads all his preſents 
and lays them before the Prophet ; Eliſha ho+ 


nourably refuſes them all, and would not ac. 


cept a reward. With the moſt humble cour- 


teſy, Naaman, a Novice and a Heathen, ad. 


dreſſes the Prophet, and he fays * thy fer. 
 * yant will henceforth ſacrifice to nu God but 
* thine; give unto thy ſervant two mules 


*« hurthen of earth, to raife an Altar more 


* holy and acceptable to him; and now I at 


** pray thee pardon thy ſervant; when my 
Maſter, leaning on me, pays his homage and 


worſhippeth Rimmon, and I bow myſelf in the. 


kouſe of Rimmon, pray your Ged for this 
Is ; thing 


thing to pardon thy ſervant ; Eliſha does niot. 


was all the farewel Salutation of the Prg- 
phet. | 


| Gehazi ſtands wondering at the condu& and 


Tefulal of his Maſter, a princely ' General, a 
ſtranger, and from a foreign Court; ſo rich, 


and he had brought his preſents from afar, he had 
received ſo very marvellous a ture, and his 
Maſter to receive none of his preſents, Gehazl 
ran after the chariot and as ſoon as ever be came 
near, Naaman ſtopped and reſpeQfully alighted 


and inquired his mefſage, two young men; Geha- 


zi ſaid, were Juſt come from Mount Ephraim 


on a viſit to his Maſter; would he ſend by him a 


talent of filver and two changes of raiment, Naa- 
man all gratitude obliged him to take two ta-. 


 lents, together with the two changes of rat- 


ment, and Gehazi returned with them to Car-_ 


| mel; Eliſha as ſoon as he ſaw Gehazi, aſks 
from whence come you? and he anſwered, thy 


ſervant went no whither; Eliſha replied, went 
not my heart with thee, when the man came 


down from his chariot to meet thee ! I had good 


reaſons for perſiſting to refuſe all his gifts; was 
this a time to receive money and garments ? 
fach condu@ difgraces my religion and me. 
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| The leproſy of Naaman ſhall cleave to thee, and 
to wy ſeed for ever. 


« And he went out of his Maſters preſence, a 
bp | Leper as white as ſnow.” 


The nuwber of the young Prophets encreaſ.. 
Ing and the comfortable ſubfiſtance and many 
blefſiigs they enjoyed under ſo wiſe a maſter, 
and ſo g20d a man, induced them to petition 
him to enlarge their College, they were now 
become a large body, aud Eliſha their Tutor, 
accompanied by all his diſciples ſet out toge- 
ther (ſuch was the hmplicity of the times) In 
_ order to fell timber, and they entered the Fo- 
reſt not very far from the banks of Jordan. 
The words of this petition, and Quill more the 
the Prophets anſwers, are wonderfully fimple 
and conciſe, ** I pray thee let us go to Jor- 
| dan, and take every man a beam, and make a 
place where we may dwell, Eliſha ſays, go 
ye; but they ſaid, be content and go with thy 
ſervants; Eliſha anſwers, 1 wiil go; It was 
| during this employment one of the ftudents 
| | _ dropped the head of his ax in the River, great-_ 
. ly perplexed he told his trouble to Eliſha, and 
| behold, ſays he, it is a borrowed one; Eliſha 
enquired for the place, and, the Jews lay, he 

cut bimſclf a bandle, and dropped it in the. 

Water | 
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water. to which the head of the ax was mira- 
culonſly joined, The young man faw his ax. 
floating on the water, and fp near the bank, by 


Ed. down, he took out with ow eaſe, 


Notwithſtanding this late inſtance of r. reſpeſt 


and friendſhip from Jehoram, this highly noticed 


cure of Naaman, the Syrian Lord, the King his 
Maſter very ſoon lay an ambulcade agai:ſt the 


| life of Jehoram, and it had very near proved 


fatal to that Prince; © in ſuch a place ſhall be 
« my Camp, at this paſs I will ſeize the Iſraelites 


<« and perhaps Jchoram.” Eliſha detected the 


plot, and by his wiſe and well timed communica- 
tions prevented it; he wrote a letter to the King 
—<* Beware thou paſs not ſuch a place, the 
« Syrians are come down;” Jehoram fent 


his ſpies, and a guard with them to ſecure the 


place and paſlage; the Syrian King was ſorely 
diſappointed, he was in great wroth, and when 
he had called a council, he aſks, who amongſt us. 
is for Iſrael? and his Nobles anſwered, : my 
Lord, O King, none of us, thy ſervants: are 


' no ſpies, but Eliſha the Prophet that is in 
Iſrael, telleth the King of Iſrael, the words that 


thou ſpeakeſt in thy Bed- chamber; ſtaggered at 
this report, and finding it confirmed, as all his 


Non 2 ſchemes 
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Tchemes were defeated by the Prophet, the $y« 
| rian Prince enquires where he was; and ſends 


out his ſpies; Eliſha at that time was viſiting a 
little City near Sechem, called Dothan, and the 
King ſent thither horſes and chariots and a 
great Hoſt, and they came by night and ſur. 


rounded it; as ſoon as it was known, early in 
_ the morning, Eliſha's ſervant ran to him, alas 


Maſter! what ſhall we do? behold borſes and chati- 
ots and a mighty Hoſt encompaſleth the City ; and 


Eliſha anſwered, be of good cheer, they that 
are with us, are more than they that be with 
them; on the Prophet's prayer and requeſt, the 
eyes of the young man his ſervant were opened» 
and he ſaw horſes and chariots of fire round 


about Eliſha, and behold they filled the moun- 


| tain; the Syrian Troops had by this time entered 
Dothan, and at the Prophet's prayer, God {mote 


them all with blindneſs, a* ſudden blaze of light 
confuſed all their ſenſes, Eliſha came himſelf 
and condutted them into the City of Samaria— 


When they were thus entrapped and all ſecure, the 


Prophet prays that their eyes might be openec 
and behold, they ſaw themſelves in the midit 
of Samaria, ſurrounded with the Iſraelitiſh Army 


the King and his Guards, Jehoram now runs 


up to Eliſha, and he crics out, my Father, my 
Father, ſhall I ſmite them? The Prophet an- 


ſwers no, wouldeſt thou in cold blood ſmite 


_even 


ay 
"RIL8 
5 


(297 ) 
even thoſe thou haſt taken with thy ſword or 
thy bow, Set meat and diink before them. The 


_ King ordered them a plentiful ſupply; and after 
they had eat and drank, he ſent them all away. | 


This was an aQion of great piety and charity ; ; 
doing good to enemies ; an honour to their Re- 
ligion, and highly prudential, as hereby the Sy= 
rians might return the Kindneſs to the Iſraelitiſh 
Captives, and reverence a People ſo humane and 
thus mnvincibly protected. | 


An exploit fo recent, at an example ſo mer- 
ciful were ſoon forgot ; Benhadad, King of Syria, 
| boldly made his next attempt by open violence 
and the horrors of War, With all his forces, 
and in conjunttion with his Allies, at the head of 
2a numerous and moſt formidable army, he en- 
tered Samaria, ravaged the Country, and laid 
clole fiege to the Capital, The conſequence of 
ſo clole a blockade was very ſpeedily felt, the 
rapidity and ſuddenneſs of the Enemy's arrival 
had prevented the neceſſary ſtores, a Famine en- 
ſued, an aſs's head ſold for near ten pounds, and 
a pint meaſure of peas for two ſhillings, every 
article of food was ſoon eat up. Jehoram, in 
deep deſpondency, was muſing on his Ramparts, 
and walking round the City walls, to forward his 
_ neceſlary orders, and obſerve the motions of the 


Enemy, 
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Enemy, and behold, a diſtrafted Woman, all 


wildnels, threw herſelf proftrate at his feet, my 


Lord, O'!-King—juſtice—T pray you juſtice on 


this Woman, ſhe with-holds my due, and I am 
ſtarving, © Give (ſhe ſaid) thy Son, and let us 


« eat him to-day, and we will dre's and eat my 
© Son to-morrow.” I boiled my Child, and we 
did eat him; the next day when I looked for her's, 
behold ſhe has eat him alone, or ſaves his life, 


Jehoram fighed bitterly, and expreſſed the livelieſt 


ſorrow, he rent his cloaths, and the rents ſhewed 


the ſackcloth, the deep mourning, wherewith he 
had clad himſelf, The King's paſſion vented it- 
ſelf firſt on Eliſha, * God do fo, and more 
* alſo to me, 1f the head of Eliſha, Son Shaphat 


« ſtand on him this day,” and the King inſtantly 
diſpatched one of his Guard in order to murder 
him. Eliſha ſat reading his Le@ures at home, 
and the Elders, his Friends and his Students fat 


with. him, Ere the Meſlepger arrived. ſhut, ſhut 


the door, ſays the Prophet, and hold it faſt, ſee 
how this Son of a Murderer has ſent to take off 


my head? is not the ſound of his Maſter's feet 


behind him? while he yet talked, the Meſlen- 
ger and the King ruſhed in upon them. This 


Judgment (ſays Jehoram) is from God—He hath 
| inflied it—He will not remove it— Women are 


ating up their Oy bidſt thou me 


wail 


rb 
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wait on God for help? I am weary of waiting, 
why wait longer ? The Prophet ſoon convinced 
him of his Innocence, and forced from the -an= 
ory King a tacit acknowledgment, it was the 
rod'of the Almighty on account-of his own Im- 
piety and [dolatry. | 


* Aﬀeer which Eliſha comforts Jehoram, and tells, 
him, ſo large a ſupply of proviſion would be: 
brought into the City, even as ſoon as to-mor= 
row, that a buſhel of fine flour would be ſold for 
fave- -pence, and two buſhels of barley at the” 
ſame price, at the Gate of Samaria, 


That very night, truck with horror, and a' 
dreadful panic, the Syrians thought they heard 
the noiſe -of Horſes, ratiling of Chariots, and a 


mighty Hoſt, they fled in the utmoſt terror and/ 


diſtraction, and they left all their Proviſion and 
Baggage, even many of their Horſes and Aﬀes,. 
and much Cattle, the very roads were ſtrewed with. 
cups and ſpoons and garments they had dropped. 

The very next morning ſo great was the plenty, 
and ſo immenſe the ſpoil, a buſhel-of fine flour. 
and (wo buſhels of barley were ſold for a ſhekel,®, 
at .the High Gate, the pablicy: Market of. $6 
Marta, 


* Five-penze, 
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It was during this hurry and confuſion that a 


hoble Lord of Samaria, a fayourite of the King's, 
who had been appointed Overſcer of the Gate, 
was trod to death by the Populace, he had dif. 
credited the Prophet's aſſertion, and ſarcaſtically 


told him, ©* That might be, if the Lord would 
« make Windows in Heaven.” Eliſha replied, 
thou ſhall ſee It with thine eyes, but ſhalt not 
_ taſte thereof. 


The Prophet had now one more opportunity 
of ſerving his amiable Hoſteſs the Shunamite, 


Eliſha bad given her timely notice of the Famine, 
and on the Prophet's advice and information, ſhe 


left the Country, retired into the land of the 
Philiſtines where there was plenty, and avoided 
all the diſtreſs. She and her family had now 
been abſent ſeven years, and when ſhe returned, 


her eſtates had all been ſeized, they were diſpoſed 


of, and in the poſſeſſion of ſtrangers. The Shu- 


Nnamiteſs repreſented the caſe, legally laid her 


claim; but no arguments ſhe could uſe availed, 


_ the preſent occupier had made the purchaſe, and 


would retain poſſefſion, Upon which ſhe came 
up to Court, and made her appeal to the Throne. 


At the time ſhe obtained an audience, and 
juſt as ſhe was condutted into the preſence 


Chamber, Gehazi was relating to the King the 


Miracles 
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Miracles and very extraordinary hiſtory of his 
Maſter, and while he was telling the moſt aſto- 
niſhing one, his reſtoring a dead body to life, the 
Shunamiteſs a2 his eye, my Lord, O King, 
ſays Gehazi, © This is the Woman—tiis 1s the 
&«. Son,” Upon which the Kirg enquired of the 
Woman herſelf, and aſked her to tell her own ſtory. 
A kind providence and very ſeaſonable concur- 
rence of events, for the King upon this, com- 
manded all her eſtates to be reſtored to her, and 
the whole profits which had been received 
from the time ſhe firſt left Shunem, and he ap- 
pointed an officer to attend her, and ſee that 
they were fully paid back to her and ker Son. 


Eliſha from hence took a journey to Damal- 
cus, and he there forctold Benhadad's death 
and Hazacl's acceſſion to the Throne of Syria. 


The King was fick, and he heard of the 
Prophet's arrival at Damaſcus, well knowing 
his character and the ſignal miracles he had 
performed, he ſends Hazael, his ſervant, with 
a molt magniſicent preſent, in order to purchaſe 
his favour and notice, ten Camels laden with 
the beſt riches of all his treafury. Hazael met 
Eliſha, and he ſtood before him, and he bowed— 

* Thy Son Benhadad, King of Syria, tent me 
* to, thee, and he ſaid, ſhall I recover from 

Vor. vo Oo Ee: * my 


(- as. ) 


« my diſeaſe ?” Eliſha told him the malady was 
very uſually cured, but the Lord had ſhewed 


him, that the King would ſurely die. The 


Prophet looked ſo very ſteadily on Hazael, it 
put him quite out of countenance, Eliſha's eyes 


miſſively and very reſpeafully enquired the 


cauſe of the Prophet's grief, and he now tells 
him, I am refleQing on the evil thou wilt bring. 
' on Iſrael; its ſtrong Holds thou wilt ſet on fire, 


its young Men thou wilt ſlay with the ſword, 


the children ſhalt thou daſh to pieces, and the 


Women with child ſhalt thou rip up; Hazael 
ſays, is thy ſervant a dog? and he pleaded his 
great meanels, the impoſlibility of a perſon in 
his ſtation, to acquire even the power of atting 
with ſuch inhumanity. The Prophet now adds, 
but God hath ſhewed me thou wilt be King over 
Syria. 


Hazael's ambition took fire; he returned 
back to his Maſter, and told him the Prophet 


had foretold his recovery; in order to prevent 
it, Hazael dipped a coarſe cloth in water, and 


he pretended to be cooling a profuſe heat, but 
he held it on his mouth long enough to ſuffo- 
cate him; after which, Hazael ſeized the Crown, 


and having in his intereſt beth the People and 
the Army, he. aſcended the Throne of Ben. 


 badad, 


Eliſha 


at this inſtant ran down with tears, Hazael ſub- 
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Eliſha on his return to Carmel, direQed one 
of the young Prophets to gird up his loins 


for expedition, and take a horn of oil, and 
haſte away to Ramoth-Gilead; at this time the 
Kings of Iſrael and Judah were both abſent, 
and Jehy was left jn charge as Commander in 
Chief, 


The young man was ordered to enquire for 
one of the name of Jehu, the Son of Jehoſophat 
and Grandſon of Nemſhi, to retire. with him 
alone into an jnner chamber and there anoint 
him King over Iſrael; the Officers were all 
ſitting in council together when he arrived at 
Ramoth-Gilead, and the young Prophet preſents 
himſelf before them; I have an errand for 
thee O Captain, and Jebu ſaid, unto which of 
us? and he anſwered, unto thee Q Captain, 
and he aroſe and went into a back chamber in 
the houſe, and the young man took out his 
horn, poured the oil on his head, and ſaid, [ 
have anointed thee King over the Trop of 
the Lord, even over 1ſrael. 


The young Prophet then informed Jehu, 
God, by his Prophet, bad commanded him to 
deſtroy: the King; Jeſebel, his Mother, Queen 
Dowager of Iſrael and extinguiſh root and. 
branch of the family of Ahab. With wonderful” 

Oqa 3 courage | 
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courage. and diſpatch, this Intrepid Hero exe- 
cuted the orders given him, the awtul Sentence 
denounced by the Prophet on all the blood 
Royal of Iſracl. 7 0 T0 


This highly revered and good Man had now 
lived to ſee the completion of all he had foretold 


_ to Hazael, before he was King of Syria, literally 


fulfilled in the reign of Jehoahaz. In the begin- 
ning of the reign of Jos, ſoon after his acceſlion, 
Eliſha quite feeble, full of years, and now ap- 
proaching his end, the young Prince reſpeAſully 


| Pays him a viſit, and on ſeeing him fo helpleſs, 
the very viſible and evident approaches of the 
death of ſo great a Prophet, and ſo holy and good 
a Man, tenderly affettcd him, and the King fell 


Into a flood of tears, and faid to him, © O! my 
© Father, my Father, the Chariot of Iſrael and the 
« Horſemen thereof,” reminding him of Eljjah's 


aſcenſion, and his own words, at parting. The 


Prophet warmly felt the -King's kindneſs, and 
with a highly pleaſing courteſy, names to him 


the ſucceſſes of his future Wars with Syria ; he 


ſhould engage them in three pitched battles, and 
come off Conqueror m them all. 


The Prophet addreſſes the young  Princeby | 


ation, Take bow and arrows, and he bids kim 
ſhoot ; after which, he tells him, thou ſhalt ſmite 


the 
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the Syrians an Aphck, till thou haſt conſumed 


them. This was the fir/t ſign; and it reſpe@ed 
his victories over Syriaz and, the jecond, the 

number of thoſe vittories. Again the Prophet 
ſays. take the arrows and ſmite upon the ground; 
the King ſmote thrice, and then ſtopped. At this 
Eliſha was wroth, thou ſhouldſit (ſays he) have 
ſmitten five, or fix times, then hadſt thou ſanitten 
Syria till thou hadſt conſumed it—whereas now 
thou wilt ſmite Syria only thrice; for God had 


ſignified to the Prophet, that the number of vic- 


tories would correſpond with the number of the 
King's {trokes. The Prophet therefore anxious 
for his ſucceſs, and Iſrael's glory, paſſionately, la- 
ments he did not go on ſhooting, and by his re- 


peated vitories weaken, conſume, and utterly de- 
ſtroy the Syrians. 


It was during this War with Syria the good 
old Prophet died, and he had been buried near 


twelve months, when ſome Iſraelites, who were 


carrying a corple in order to inter it, fell: in with 


a band of Moabitiſh robbers, and as they were 
near the tomb of Eliſha, they depoſited the body 
within it, and fled away for their lives, upon 
touching the bones of the Prophet, the corpſe was 
reanimated, it revived and ftoud up on 1ts feet ; 

of this Man, whoſe name was Salum, the Jews 


alirm, that he eſcaped from the tomb, lived 


many 
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many years afterwards, and begat ſons and daugh- 
ers. Amidſt the ſad calamities of Iſrael, now 
challenged by Judah, and ravaged by Syria and 
Moab ; but eſpecially ta Eliſha's followers, a 
Miracle like this muſt have yielded them ſome 
preſent comfort, and afforded them a lively hope 
of an eternal life, whereof this was a manifeſt 
pledge. | 

They would refle@ on God's foviner mercies 
and interpoſition, that he had not utterly forſaken 
1frael, and the goodneſs they now ſaw diſplayed 
to an individual, might exert itſelf in their 
_ national reſtoration and happineſs. 


In the charaRter of this truly venerable and 
good Man in the Book of Eccleſiaſticus, there 
ſeems a reference and confirmation given to the. 
credit of this very wonderful Story. 


_< Fliſha was filled with the. Spirit of Elijah. 
* While he lived he was nat over-awed by 
any Prince, neither could any ever bring 
him under ſubjeQion; no word could over- 
 * come him; and after his death, he prophelied,” 
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ON THE 


BOOKS os Txuz PROPHESIES, 


OF 


1 5 ALA Mi 


T H E meaning of the Hebrew word, Iſaiah, 


is highly deſcriptive of the Prophets Cha- 


racer. 


+66 The Salvation of Jehovah.” 


Iſaiah, was the Son of Amoz, the Prophet 


whom God had before ſent to the Iſraelites 
with denunciations, and awful threats, on ac- 
count of-their baſe Ingratitude, and Idolatry. 
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( 288 ) 
Amoz was of the blood royal, and Brother to 


Uzziah, King of Judah. 


Ifaiah, his Son, was the firſt of the Four 


| Greater Prophets and diſtinguiſhed by the title 


of a Prince among them. Thus born a Pro- 


phet, Iſaiah was noticed very early in life for 
his piety, courage, and manly eloquence. 


He wrote, himſelf his own Prophelies and 
of almoſt all of them, poſterity were able ſoon 
to form their own opimion, for in leſs than a 


_ century, the events he foretold, were very 
many of them fulfilled or fulfilling. Ifaiah's 


intelligences and direttions were uſually con- 
veyed to him in viſions and he was ſo corrett 


| and clear, in all the predigions he made, as 


never once to bave erred, 


His ſtile is diſtinguiſhed by its magnificence 


and ſweetneſs, the lively beauty and aptneſ: 
of its figures, wonderfully ſtriking and ani- 


mated, the ſublimeſt ſtrains of poetry, flowing 


with inimitable elegance, loftinels and Ma- 


jeſty. 


The general diviſion of the book is into five. 
| parts. 
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'( 289 ) 
The firſt ends at the thirteeth Chapter, and 
* contains five diſtin addreſſes to his Country- 
yu In ſome he ſeverely reproves them, in 
- others by the kindeſt promiſes he paſſionately 


exhorts and encourages them, © a Remnant 
« ſhall be ved; it ſhall return; as an elm, or 
*© an oak retains the ſubſtance when the leaves 


'« are gone, fo the Holy Seed ſhall be the ſub- 
* [lance.” 


The firſt verſe conciſely gives his genealogy, 
and the names of the Kings under whoſe reigns 
he propheſied, and they ſucceflively flouriſhed, 


” between three thouſand one hundred and ninety= 


\ four, and the year of the World, three thou- 
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P ſand three hundred and five. The highly elo- 


quent invocation 1n the mips verſe, 18 a part 


- of the ſong of Moſes. * Hear, O! Heavens, 


« and give car, O! Earth: '? Iſaiah hereby re- 


minds the Jews of their firſt Lawgiver, and that 
he had predifted the times now preſent. 


"The four firſt Chapters contain the Propheſies 


in the reign of King Uzziah, and in the fifth 


15 an admonitory ſong. A juſt and ſtriking 
repreſentation of a perverſe, moſt ungrateful 


People, and an elegant and lively picture, I 


planted a Fence round my Vineyard (an extra-. 
ordinary providence). I remoyed the ſtones | 
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(vices and errors). I planted it with the- choj. 
ceſt vines (Joſhua, the Judges, David). I built 


a Tower (Jeruſalem the Holy City) and made 
_ a wine+preſs (Altars and Temple.) I looked 
| for grapes, and bebold it brought forth wild 
orapes (idolatries and, immoralities). Be your. 


ſelves the Judges, what could I have done 
more for my Vineyard, that I have not done? 
Now will I take away the hedge and lay it waſte, 
it ſhall not be pruned nor dug, the wall ſhall be 
broke and the Vineyard trodden down, I will 


command the clouds, and they ſhall rain no 
rain upon it. RS RET on 


Then quitting the parable, yet ſweetly and 
poetically retaining the alluſion, the TP 


 Atrikingly concludes his Song. 


« The Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts Is 
the houſe of Iſrael, and the men of Judah his 
pleaſant plant; and he looked for judgment but 


behold opprethon ; for righteouſneſs, but be- 


hold a cry” for vERGONREE 


The ſixth Chapter contains the propheſies i in 
the reign of Jotham, the Father of Ahaz, and 


the remainder of this book or diviſion relates to 
King Ahaz himſelf. 


Ahaz was the firſt Prince Iſaiah was ſent to. 
He was an Idolater, his ſufferings and impiety 
Bah | are 


Ti 27 by 


are largely expatiated -on,- in his reign, and the 
' circumſtance there told which occaſioned the 
Prophet's firſt viſit at his Court, Two formi- 
'dable armies encompaſſed Jeruſalem, and- they 


threatened a total deſtruQtion to the Empire. All 
was conſternation and deſpair. At this critical 
moment Iſaiah entered the Palace, and in the 


exerciſe: of -his high prophetic office, he told 
the King, © the Armies of Iſrael and oye, 


they both will try their ſtrength in vain. 


The Prophet's prediftion was ſoon verified, 
both Kings finding all attempts fruitleſs, mor- 


tified and diſappointed, marched with their Ar- 
_ mies back to Damaſcus and Samarla, 4 Ye 


Having already mentioned the glorious light, 
and joy and victory of the People of God, the 
Prophet, in the ninth Chapter, in a very ſtrik= 
ing and animated tile introduces the perſon - 


| the Meſſiah who was ſo fignally to diſplay it, 


Prophelſy ſo pregnant of proof, and ſo AP 
vocal, the Jews have long and ſtrenuouſly las 


boured to evade and obſcure, 


Fall of certainty and encouragement Iſaiah 


ſays, & unto vs (Jews) a child is born, unto us 


* a Son is given; and the Government- (aver 
Chureh and People) ſhall be upon his ſhoulders 


OP expreſliye of its weight and burden) 


if © his 
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( 292 ) 
his name ſhall be called Wonderful, (the name 
of the Angel ſent to Monoah and his Wife) 
Counſellor (declaring the council, and decrees 
of Omnipotence, which he and his Apoſlles 
have revealed from the ſtores of wiſdom and 
knowledge) the Mighty God, the Everlatting 
Father (of all believers and a World to come) 
the Prince of Peace (he gave his life a ranſoin 
to procure it). | 


-In the tenth Chapter the Prophet denounces 
the judgments of God againſt the Aſſyrian 
Empire and its reigning Monarch, Senna-Che- 
rib In particular. © O Aﬀyrian the rod of 
p mine anger”* and Nineveh was in all its 
Pride and Glory, the Capital of a vaſt Empire, 
ſixty miles in compaſs, its walls a hundred feet 
high, three chariots drove abreaſt upon them, 
and they were ſtrengthened with fifteen hundred 
Towers. It was not very long after this Pro- 


pheſy, the Monarchy was overthrown, and 
Nineveh deſtroyed. | 


The eleventh Chapter commences with another 
moſt encouraging Prophely reſpeQing the Meſſiah, 
under tie ſweeteſt figures, deſcribing, throughout 
that at that happy period, Men of fierce, 4a 
and ungovernable diſpoſitions, ſhould, by the. 

information then given them, and the grace an 
- CE np 
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goodneſs of | their long expeRted Saviour, become 
meek, humble, and traQable, conquering all their 


obſtinacy—*® the Wolf ſhould dwell with the 
« Lamb; the Leopard lie down with the Kid; 
« the Lion with the Calf, and a little Child 


« ſhould lead them.” 


An elegant Hymn of Praiſe and Thankſgiving 


follows and finiſhes this firſt Book. A grateful 


and joyous Addreſs to God for the many mercies 


which the Prophet had been lo ie his 


Countrymen by recounting. 


The ſecond Book OR the fourteen fol. 
lowing Chapters, ending at the twenty-eighth, and 


contains eight different Addrefles, deſcribing the 


fates of Babylon, the Philiſtines, Moab, Syria, 
Tyre and Egypt, and theſe Denunciations end 
at the twenty -fifth, the ſubſequent three Chapters 
are Songs of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 


| Ifaiah lived duricg the declenſion of the king- 
dom of Judah, and foretold the downfal of the 


Jews and their captivity, together with the de- 
ſtruction of their enemies, Nineveh, Babylon, 


Tyre and Egypt ; and great and mighty as they 


| then were, all of them were plundered, de- 
| Nroyed, and laid waſte, exaAly 1 in the manner the 


$rophgt had prediled, 


* broken down to the ground ; Babylon is ſud 


congratulate his arrival, 


( 294 )) 


The thirteenth Chapter opens with the burden 
of Babylon, and the awful Propheſies reſpeQing 
it; in a ſubſequent Chapter, renewing this ſame 
ſubjeQ, the Prophet ſpeaks of the deftruftion of 


Babylon, with ſuch full aſſurance of the event, 


that he deſcribes a thing future, as if it were al. 
ready paſt, 


« Babylon is fallen, is fallen, i its graven Images 


& * denly fallen and deſtroyed.” 


At this very time, Babylon was the Haughty 
brag oh in all its grandeur. and proſperity. * The 
« plory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chal- 
© dees;” the Golden City, abounding in wealth, 
fixty miles in circumference, and its walls three 


| hundred and fifty feet high, and eighty-ſeven in 


thickneſs, its gates ſolid braſs, in number one 


bundred, and each of them ſtrongly guarded and 


watched by night and by day. 


"The fourteenth Chapter is Iſrael's Ode of 
Triumph, on the fall of Babylon, an animated, 
beautiful, and elegant compoſition, abounding 
with the ſevereſt ſtrokes of Irony, and the ſub- 
limeſt ſtrains of Poetry, All Hell is repreſented 
_ as moved, and the Ghoſts of Tyrants dead, as 


riſing up to meet the King of Babylon, with the 
keeneſt inſult, and with Sovereiga ſcorn they | 


The 


295 ) 
The fifteenth and * 400 deſcribe the ſad and 


lamentable Hiſtory of the Moabites. Moab was 
one of the inceſtuous Sons of Lot, that by the 
. eldeſt daughter; the land they inhabited was 
ſituated in Arabia Petraza, a Nation notorious 


for Impiety, Inceſt, and Idolatry. 


Syria and Iſrael 7 the ſubjetts of the ſeven- 
teenth, and God, by his Prophet, denounces 


| heavy judgments and threatenings on them both. 


The nineteenth is the confuſion and deſolation of 
Egypt. 


In the twenty-third Chapter is related the ſad 
and miſerable overthrow of Tyre, the moſt cele- 
brated City in the World, for its Opulence, 
Trade and Navigation, the Seat of Commerce, 


the Centre of Riches. The higheſt boaſt of the 


Tyrians was their Antiquity, they then counted 
two thouſand three hundred years irom the 


| building of their City and their celebrated Tem- 


ple. The Mart of Nations, the crowning. City, 
whoſe Merchants were Princes, whoſe TROTTER 
the honourable of the Earth. 


Tyre was in this wealthy and flouriſting Hate, 
when Ifaiah propheſied its utter deſtruQion, one 
hundred and twenty-five years before it hap- 
pened. The Prophet foreſaw, and exprelſsly 
names the fatal cauſes of its ruin. The Luxury, 

"OM OM ' Pride, 


--— 40 
Pride, and Impiety of its Inhabitants. The Peo- 
ple who were propheſied of as the future Be. 
fiegers and Conquerors of this Imperial and Tow. 


ering City, were the Chaldzans, then a ſcattered 


Tribe, a Nation in Infancy, dwelling only in 


Tents, and ſcattered about. in Patties, wanderers 


in the Wilderneſs. 


It is not unuſual with the Prophet to paint in 


glowing colours the flouriſhing ſtate of a City or 
Empire, in order more fltikingly to contraſt it, 
'Vith its downfal and deſtruQion. | 


The trenty-fth. ond twenty-ſixth Chapters 
commence with Songs of Praiſe in high ſubli- 


mity. The twenty-ſeventh finiſhes the Prophet's 
ſecond Book, and mult have afforded his Coun- 


trymen the greateſt conſolation and delight. 


« Sing ye, Sing ye (thus ſpirited and joyous). 
* A Vineyard of Red Wine (the choiceſt 
© Grape). I the Lord, do keep it, I will water 


« it every moment, I will keep it night and 


_ © day, nor Man nor Beaſt, nor Drought thall 


ws ſpoil It. 


« F ary is not in me”, Iam lactble TIES 


diſpleaſed, * Let Iſrael take hold of my 
s* Arm”, RC its force, be at peace and 


reconciled. © Lracl ſhall make peace with m2, 
| ch "ok 
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« he tall take root”, be firmly ſettled, not 


'toffed hither and thither. «© My Vineyard ſhall 


« bloſſom and bud. Iſrael's poſterity repleniſh 
« the Earth. My Vineyard fill the Earth with 
*«Iruit.”” 


| The third Diviſion begins with a ſevere Re-. 
roo! and Woe to Iſrael, under the name of 
Ephraim, Samaria the Capital being in that 
tribe, and the Prophet emphatically calls that 
haughty and inſolent Kingdom, & the Crown 
of Pride.” From hence, to the thirty-ſecond 
Chapter, is an awful and moſt tremendous Woe 


to Jeruſalem under the title of Ariel, which 


means the Lion of God, a Denunciation pic- 
tureſque and horrible, uttered at a time when 
Jeruialem was formidable and glorious. 


| Hezekiah was then the reigning Prince over 
Judah, that good King greatly reverenced the 
Prophet Iſaiah, he applied to him as a Friend 
and a Counſellor on all occaſions. During the 
reign of Hezekiah, Jeruſalem was beſieged, an 
amazing Hoſt, a vaſt multitude of Afﬀyrians en- 


 compaſſed the City, the Army were already at 
her Gates; they had dug a deep trench all around 


her, in order to prevent acceſs of either Men or 
Proviſion, and all poſhbility of eſcape. 
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An Ethiopean Army ſent for her relief were 
all cut to pieces, not one was left to bury the 
ſlain. 


The Haughty Monarch, Senna-Cherib, in the 


hour of vidtory, juſt before his battering Rams 


were effe ting a general ſtorm, inſultingly iſſued 
out his laſt orders for ſurrender ; at this moment 
of deſpair, under the ſufferings of Famine, Peſti- 


| lence and Diſtrattion within, and the horrors of 


War without, Iſaiah in prophetic triumph enter- 


ed the Palace. | 


« Thus faith the Lord, I will put my Hook INto 
& his Nole (even thine enemies) and my Bridle 
« into his Mouth, and | will turn him back by 


© the way in which he came.” 


In that very night, preceeding ea general 


ſtorm, the Angel of the Lord went out, and by 


a peſtilence ſmote in the Camp of the Aſlyrians, 
one hundred fourſcore and five thouſand. 


At break of day, Senna-Cherib ſeeing the 


dead bodies filling the tents and covering all the 
Plain, marched haſtily back to Nineveh his 


Capital, and not long after, while worſhipping 


in the Temple of his God, Senna-Cherib was 


murdered by his Sons. 
Iſaiah 


"I'S 


. ( 299 ) 
Ifaiah had prophefied of his death, and the 


awſul.manner of it, together with many threat- 
nings and denunciations reſpefting his "Empire. 


This Siege—this very. " Ganal and. orovidential 


deliverance are the ſubje&s of the thirty-ſixth 


and thirty- -ſeventh Chapters. . Another viſit of 


the Prophets to King Hezekiah 18+ recorded 
in the thirty- eighth, 


- "Havrekiah was fick, Iſaiah's awful meſſage 


was, ſet your affairs in order, make your will, 
ſettle your Kingdom. God hath told me you 


will ſurely die. Hezekiah's tears! bis peniten= 


tial ſorrow, and his prayers obtained for him 
4 reprieve of fificen years, the Prophet had 
taken his leave, but he was ordered to. return 
to the Palace, and give the 'King this inſtant 


anſwer and conſolation, the reward of his tears 
and his prayer. 


 Hezekiah, overjoyed, received now a very 
extraordinary proof of Ifaiah's prophetic know- 
ledge and power of working miracles. 
Chuſe you (ſays the Prophet) whether the ſha- 
dow on the ſteps, or dial of the Palace ſhould go 
ten degrees forward, or retire ten degrees back, 
Hezekiah preferred the latter, as the moſt 
lignal and by far the moſt likely to be noticed. 
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( 300 ) 
'The Chaldeans, 


great aſtronomers,, were 


aſtoniſhed at the ſurprizing change they had 


witneſſed, being told of the King's recovery, 


| Balad King of Babylon forwarded Ambaſſadors 
_ with magnificent preſents to Jeruſalem, Heze- . 


kiah courteouſly received them, ordered them 


to. be ſplendidly entertained, and recommended 


theſe foreign Miniſters to the notice of - his No. 
bles, ſhewed them his treaſures, his armory, 


his jewels and the grandeur of his Palaces, aftcr 


which they requeſted an audience, took a re- 


ſpeaful leave of his Majeſty, and carried back . 
a reciprocal mark of friendſhip, ſuitable pre- 
ſents to the King of Babylon. 
of Hezekiah who thoſe men were, and from 
whence they came, the King told him, they 
came from Babylon, they had brought him a 


friendly and polite congratulation from Balad, 
being Foreigners and Strangers, he had ſhewn 


them his riches, his ſtore of arms and bis Pa- 


laces; the Prophet replied, thoſe very riches 
ſhall all be carried to Babylon, your Sons made 


eunuchs, ſhall ſerve the King of Babylon, God 


hath foretold me theſe things. 


The ſubje& of the thirty-ninth Chapter I9 
the ſeventy years captivity of the Jews in Baby- 
ton, and it was propheſied of, at a time Judah 
was in profound peace, and highly proſperous. 

= On 


Iſaiah enquired 
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| Aſter theſe viſits to the Palace which properly 
begin the fourth diviſion of the Book, the 
Predigtions are continued on_ in the fortieth' 
Chapter, and henceforward Iſaiah writes - a 
regular conneQed ſeries of his propheſies, the 
four firſt addreſſes reſpe&t the Meſſhhah, his ma» 
nifeltation, with many introduQtory and attendant 
circumſtances, and the firſt of them is the 
preaching of John the Baptiſt, recorded and. 
propheſied of ſeven hundred. years before he 
was born. 


| The general ſubjeas purſued in the following 

Books are the Reſtoration of the Jewiſh Church 
after their captivity ; the vanity and deſtruttion of 
idols; a diſplay of the power and providence of 
God; the Return of the Jews from Babylon ; but 
afterwards their rejettion and the call of the 
Gentiles, | 


The fourth Book of Iſaiah is wrote in a ftile 
much the moſt ſublime and elegant. Wiſe 
feleQ, and forcible addrefſes to his Brethren, 


Eivinely animated and pathetic, well ſuited to 


rouſe the indolent, reprove and alarm the guilty, 
as well as to impart conſolation to the plous 
and believing Jew. With manly eloquence 
exhorting and reaſoning with his Countrymen, 


warmly intereſting their feelings, and patherically 


arreſting the heart, 
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\ In the forty-third Chapter you read a re. 


viving and moſt affettionate conlolation.. 


« Fear not; I have redeemed thee; thou art 


mine ; when thou paſfeſt through the waters 
- (under bondage to Egypt), I will be with thee, 
and through the Rivers (referring to Babylon) 
they ſhall not overflow thee, When thou 
walkeſt through the Fire (the devaltation of 
ww: Macedon) thou ſhalt not be burnt; neither 


* upon thee. I am the Lord thy God, the 
* Holy One of Iſrael thy Saviour.” 


Tfaiah's tender and affeQionate feelings are {till 
more diſplayed in the forty-fifth and forty- fixth 


Chapters. He had diſcharged his duty; he had 


foretold their captivity, and now he gives them 


in his own hand writing, a certificate, fully 


aſſuring them of deliverance, and re-eſtabliſh- 
ment. Aſter ſeventy years bondage they ſhould 
moſt certainly return from Babylon, rebuild 
their City and Temple, poſſeſs again their own 


eſtates, to comfort and acquire their confidence, 
he names their deliverer (by name) Cyrus, the 
future conqueror of Babylon, above two khun- 
dred years before he was born, and gives him 
the title of the anointed. of the Lord. 


This 


ſhall the Flame (the Roman power) kindie 
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This celebrated Hero extended 'bis conqueſts - 
"over; all Aſia, from the River. Indus to the 


Zgean Sea, immenſe were. his treaſures and 
his ſpoils, Aſia abounding in wealth and 
luxury. 


The Prophet's prediaions reſpetting Perſia 
are all under the name of Elam. Perſia was 
not a name known in the life time "of Iſaiah. 


The Chaldeans were haughty, over-bearing 
and unmerciful, and more of God's judgments 
are awfully denounced againſt them in the 


forty-ſeventh Chapter, and the Prophet affigns 


the reaſon, they were intended as warnings, 


and foretold as excitements to amendment. 
| In the next Chapter ſſaiah addrefſes and 
pleads with his Countrymen, and he tells 
them, God in kind condeſcenſion, was 1m- 
preſſing on their minds events which (how- 
ever awful) would certainly come to pals, 
realoning, as it were, with his People,' con- 
vincing them of error, exciting them to pceni- 


nitence, and thus affeftionately compelling them 


to obedience; purſuing this pathetic ſtile, the 
Prophet in the next Chapter, by the moſt for- 


cible emblems of ſympathy and compaſſion, and 
the kindeſt expreſſions of regard calls up every 


tender 
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( 304 ) 
tender feeling, and' ſurprizes you by contraſting 
it with the loving kindneſs of Jehovah. 


«© Can a Mother forget her ſucking child, that 
| « ſhe ſhould not have' compaſſion on the child 
© of her womb; yes - ſhe may forget, yet will I 
© not forget thee, O! Jeruſalem.” 

What heart but muſt yield to fuch powerful 
' yearnings, and pleadings of humanity ! 


The following Chapters make up the fifth 
| diviſion of the Book, and deſcribe more parti. 
cularly the appearance of our Saviour and the 
| charaQter of his Kingdom, from the fifty-ſecond, 
quite to the end of the fifty-third, is one mani- 
feſt, plain, and uninterrupted prediftion of the 
| Meſſiah, as the Evangeliſt St. John, and the 
Apoſtle St. Paul expreſsly inform us. Who 
can read this elegant Oration, almoſt a Funeral 
Dirge, without a tear of anguiſh and aſtoniſh- 
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ment. Although a propheſy, it ſeems an ac- _ : 


tual review, wonderfully affeAing and diftreſs- 
ful, the circumſtances of our Saviour's life, 
ſufferings, and death, delineated with ſuch pre- 
ciion and minuteneſs, heightened with every 
feature of 3 amioy. and diſtreſs, that you view a 

portrait 
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| portrait clearly repreſenting things paſt, not 


events which were' to take place Fees bundred 
- years afterwards. 


The |fubjefts of the Sfiy:fbutth Chapter are 
bleflings and promiſes-to the Gentiles; after the 
delivery of theſe propheſies, Iſaiah calls upon 


all and every one, to make the right uſe 


of the lefſons and inſtruftions given them, pa= 
thetically reaſoning, and forcibly deducing his 
arguments from the inexhauſtible mercy and 
goodneſs of God, and with ſublime beauty, the 


Prophet again contralts the ways of God with 


2 # _ Ways of Man, 


as My thoughts are not as your thoughts, | 


 * nefther are your ways, my ways, faith the 


WE Lord. As the Heaven's are higher than the 
—— © earth, fo are my | ways, higher than your 
- © ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts,” 


In the fifty-ninth * Chapter Iſaiah reveals the 
covenant of the Redeemer, in the ſixty -fifth, the 
rejection of the - Jews, and calling in of the 
Gentiles. © Or 


. The Book then concludes with direQtions 
how to ſerve God in ſincerity, the molt reviv= 
ing conlolations to the humble and awful de 


' nunciations againſt the ungodly and impenitent. 


CY EE -Þ Manaſſeh 
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$ gob ) 
'* Manaſſch, a Son of Hezekiah, at twelve years 
old aſcended the Throne of Judah, he grew 


up a bloody Idolatrous and moſt ' abandoned 
Prince, (though he was afterwards as much 


noticed for his penitence), The Prophets had 
ſeverely reprimanded the young Prince, and 


In conſequence of their threats and denunci. 


ations, Manaſflſeh treated them with the higheſt 
inſolence and cruelty, among other afts of de- 
ſpotiſm and brutiſh inhumanity, he paſſed ſen. 
tence on this good Man, ordering him out to 
a bloody execution, moſt barbarouſly command- 


ing that the Prophet ſhould be ſawn aſunder, 
and as Authors have afferted, with a wooden ſaw, 


He was buried near Jeruſalem, on the fide 


of Mount Sion, by the Royal Sepulchre, and 
under a very famous Oak, named Rogel. 


Beſides his infolred knowledge, Ifaiah had a 


' mind well cultivated and improved with all 


the learning of the Eaſt. He is ſaid to have 


Thone the brighteſt LAInry. in the Zum 


Church, 


. On OED of the clearneſs of his Prophe- 
fies, reſpetting the Meſſiah, he acquired the 
name of the Evangelical Prophet, and St. 
Jerom remarks that Zenophon's Hiſtory is an 

excellent 
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excellent comment. on the Book of the "Bs 


phet Iſaiah; his Wife was always reverenced as 
a TION 


4 


- The moſt ancient encomium we meet with 
in Hiſtory, reſpe&ting the Prophet, is 

By an excellent, ſpirit he foreſaw what would 
come to pals, and ſecret things or ever they 
came to be, for he was great and faithful in 
viſion, in his life-time the Sun went backward, 
be lengthened out the King's life, and com- 
forted thoſe who mourned in Sion. 


Eccleſiaſticus, ch. xlviii  - 
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JEREMIAH. 


NAME of high honour. The Hebrew 
- word implies, the Exaltation of the Lord. 


| About the year of the World three thouſand 
Sy three hundred and ſeventy-four, and fix hundred 
and thirty years before the birth of our Saviour, 
Jeremiah, Son of Hilkiah, a native of Anathoth, 
| a village three miles from Jeruſalem, appeared 
. 3n his Prophetic CharaQter in that City, and he 
Fauked the ſecond among the greater Prophets. 


: <<. IS $7 : 
Fa Ws, - L CE - 
—_—_ 3 
fy 75? ht Few as 
th eN 7 V7: "LIE 
. "#75 "IS Ls 
SE 
- "$003 "Fr9 
: Wk 1 1 
' Rt” 1 OT 20 
+ 3 ERNEST TAS» 
PIES. $7 , 
Re >. es 
'. bets. C 3r*:4 I vp 
{RR LI 
i HEL *&. v 
% ” * 


B23 BELYES RE LIE. a. i ad me gp. os. \ nat*T Bs YE” "Va. 4 Moo gg. 1 —_— 
ODER in ES 0 WE ni Neg Ae ER NT 
Vu EIS ie I nt ACE SIR T ca 4 3 > "D MR 4 SO 4 
Pp © LE ICIS {#0 q : |. GS +a > : * Sn 
AGEL bo - PBEF OE , » 408 CIPO ve "El, WE'S Ef al as = re "SY "© _ Ont A NR 9 
« : 


he I Is 
REG oat 
E428? 
”_ 
op” 


ey pe FO 


AS ide tn 74 "of CE SS 2” EIS wn INE. in oe bh HI SES 
—W . SE? v4 > WES IE Sees hs 4 
tw NT DW ra, ICY Es en OE OE TIE: 5 
DoF, 2 SN AS er STIL, A, 
& Rn IS, TO op FT Ls 4 
Ce I gs 
— e . - , a. 2 


ens Ara Bo nent Eg RE Ne ot he ng MS yon, AR IN 
SE NRINSED = ; Fo. EC, OE 
Wor ewe SSIS PG STE SI or A Oe Se 3 
OO PN 440 ir. te LC BD In i 
PE I ET I OE ok 3 a 


os. DAP od 4008 2 ESSE FI 
q OSIRIS NT 5 "Lp 
- wy MS I I at, SID or ABS” prey 
ane Tl, IRS; J w. LT ar IS Nv nd AO ET 
Tl Az x InS, YL Ya, 08. nn Ny | *s, 3. 
$3. NS OO EI i bane” og INT abt ALOE 
we SED 46S . 6 BE ARES þ 


I Le 4 > F Were " - 4a 
EN ER BI Fee Ee Weed 3 ER LOG 


EEO WA. 3 a8. — 
AR TE So lite ory PO AIRS, Sn oa I Ae OIS © 
SO OE TT WE OS OE ee Los, 


| 
a 
K 
” ws 
F 
" 
” 
- 
"135 
- 


DYE 3 


309 / 

| About the age of fourteen, at that very early 
period of life, Jeremiah was diſtinguiſhed and 
noticed with many tc kens, and intimations, 
reſpetting his future Prophetic Oilice and Em- 
ploy ment. | 

At fift, modeſtly pleading his youth, he ſought, 
with much diffidence, every opportunity of de clin- 
Ing the appointment. Jeremiah made choice of the 
itudy of Phy fick, and, he is ſaid, for ſome years, 
to have pratliſed as a Pny fician 1n Jeruſalem. 
Johah, that virtuous and' amiable young Prince, 
was at that time King of Judah; and although 
Hezekiah, with true picty and diligence, had 
colletted a number of Parchment Rolls, contain=- 
Ing Copies of the Law, and cauied them to be. 
diiperſed throughout every Town and City in his 
Kingdom, yet neither the King nor the High 
Prielt could ever find one of them. The Book 
of the Law, even at Jeruſalem, had nuw been 
given up, for loſt, ſixty years, and on making a 
general repair, and removing for that purpole a 
vaſt load of lumber, the High Prieſt caſt his eye 
upon the Book, he ſent it off inſtantly by his 
Secretary to the Palace, and ordered him to g1ve 
it into his Majeſly's own hand. [oliah with great. 
zeal anxiouſly fet about reading it, and when the 
King ſaw the very terrib'e judgments* therein 
denounced, he rent his cloaths, expreſſed the 


hvelieſt 
» Deuteronomy xvii, XXIX, XXX, XXAL. | 
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livelieſt ſorrow, and with true piety and earneſt 


warmth buſied himſelf in reſtoring the pure Wor. 
ſhip of God in the Temple, the City, and 


| throughout his Kingdom!, aboliſhing every where, 


the worſhip of the Groves and every ſpecies of 


Idolatry. In the eleventh year of the reign of 
Joſiah, during that period, while the Book of the 
Law was loſt, and ſome ſhort time before this 


beſt of Princes had ſo zealouſly employed himſelf 
and his whole Court, in hopes of averting from 
his own family and their's, the ſad judgments de- 
nounced, Jeremiah made his publick appearance 
as a Prophet in Jeruſalem, 


In the thirty-firſt year of his reign, and thirty. 
ninth of his age, in the field of battle, by a ran- 
dom ſhot, Joliah received a mortal wound while 
he was reviewing his troops and reconnolttring 
the Enemy. The King was fitting in hts Chariot, 
his ſervants lifted bim into anoitber Carriage, and 


_ they haſtily drove back to Jeruſatem. Foliah 
lived only till he reached the Palace, faiming and 


dying, as the blood was never ſtopped, but kept 
POurtng out all tne way from bis wound, 


On an event lo pieous and diltrefsful, Jere- 


mah wrote his {irfit Book of the Lamentations, a 


Funeral Dirge, lung by a chulen Band of Sing- 


ing Men and Singing Wowen, in ſolemn and 


mourus 


(934 


mournful proceſſion, as they followed after his 
corpſe, in Princely Pomp, with all its funeral 
honours, at the burial of good King Joſiah. This 
firſt Book of the Lamentations of the Prophet Je- 
remiah 1s loſt, the ſecond and only one we have, 


was wrote on the ſure conviction, the Prophet 


then had, of the final deſtruQtion of JETUNEm. 


The firſt Chapter opens with the Prophet's 
call and the commiſſion given him; Jeremiah's 


modeſt excuſe; God's condeſcending anſwer 
and encouraging aſſurances. It gives a liſt of 
the Kingdoms whoſe future deſtiny was to 
be the ſubje@ of his propheſies. Jeruſalem, 


Babylon, Perſia, and Egypt; and allo the ſigni- 
ficant emblems and viſions, modes of intelli- 


gence, by which God was pleaſed to converſe 


wit his Prophet. 


es firſt embaſly is to Jeruſalem, and 


a regular ſucceſſion of awful and very intereſt 
ing addreſſes fill up all the Chapters to the - 


tenth. Go from Anathoth to Jeruſalem, with 
my juſt reproofs and admonitions, and in order 


to impreſs them on my People, remind them firſt 
of the wonders I have already wrought for. 
Iſrael; after which, the Prophet is direQed | 


earneſtly to call upon his Brethren, to gIve a 
reaſon for their apoltacy and revolt, and he 


here 
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here argues the caſe and pathetically converſes 
with them. In the fourth Chapter, the Prophet's 
language 1 changed, and a martial ſtile adopted, 
© Blow ye the trumpet ; Aſſemble yourlelves ; 


& Get ye into the fenced Cities ; Set up the 
© Standard in Sion”. God was now about to 


puniſh 'them, ſending againſt them foreign 
enemies, his ſervant from the North, for Ba» 
bylon was North of Jeruſalem. 'The Prophet 


with lively ſpirit purſnes -his alarm, repreſents 
the trumpets as already ſounding, and the noiſe 


and fury of the battle, and then in glowing 


colours deſcribes, the approaching Deſtruttion 


and the Havock of War. © The Enemy ſhall 
« gather, and pour down upon you as the Clouds, 
« his Chariots ſhall rattle as the Whirlwind, his 
« Horſes ſwiſter than Eagles. DeſtruQion upon 


2" 


« qcſtruftion. O, apud Soul? the Trumpets 


cc found in my ears.” 


The Gf Chapter begins. Run ye to and fro 


in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and then lce ye, if - 


ye can find one lingle man truly religious, and 
behold I will pardon the City, ſtrongly exprel- 


live of the univerſal] ſpread of corruption over 


People and Prieſts, over Magiſtrates, Judges, 
Nobles, and Princes. As a puniſhment for ſuch 


depravity,. wherefore ſays the Prophet, © A 


Lion out of the Foreſt (Nebuchadnezzar) 
| aned 
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greedy | a0 7 ravenous as a Wolf, EY watchful 


as a Leopard ſhall ſpoil and devour them. A ; 
little further Jeremiah ftrikingly calls the atten» 


tion of his hearers, to another more familiar em- 
blem, expreſſive of the Soyercign controul and 
amazing power of Jehovah. © Fear ye not me 
« ſaith the. Lord, will ve not tremble at my 
«c preſence, who have ſet bounds to the raging 
x fea, although the waves thereof toſs them= 

* ſelves, yet can they not prevail, though they 


** roar, yet can they not paſs over,” intimating 


that his power ſo viſible in the boiſterous ſeas 
with much more apparent eaſe, could controul 
their rebellious and unruly Toirls, 


The Prophet on a review of the ſore evils, 


| he had fo awfully denounced on his Country, at 
length affeftionately breaks out in the ninth 


Chapter. * O that my head were waters, and 


cc 


Wildernels a lodging place for way-faring 


*« Men,” a hut ora cottage to hide me from be. 
ing an oye witneſs to the ſad Folaniiies' of 


Judah. 


The tenth Chapter 1s algrefſed to the ten 


Tribes, aud many of them were already in 


Captivity. The Prophet wiſely admoniſhes 


them againſt ſuch inſtitutions, cuſtoms and ido- 


Jatries, as they would now witneſs, and with 


You. 1], v3 great 


my eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night—Oh! that I had in the. 
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great propriety contraſts. the Idols of Babylon 
with the Lord Jehovah; in the eleventh verſe 
you read a Jewiſh confeſſion of Faith, and what 
1s well worthy of notice, although the Chapter 


was wrote in Hebrew, this verſe alone is in the 
Chaldee letter, That his Countrymen when in 
Captivity might anſwer their Idolatrous Sedu-. 
cers, in the very words of the Prophet, he 


would not even iruſt them to tranſlate it. The 
Prophet repeatedly, with the moſt earneſt zeal, 


guards and admoniſhes his ſuffering brethren 


againſt idol worſhip, temptations they would 
henceforward be fadly expoſed to in Babylon, 
| In the twelfth Chapter Jeremiah impreſſes on 


their minds by way of encouragement, God's 


forbearance and his promiſes to the -penitent, 
In the ſpirit of propheſy he extends theſe glo- 


rious bleſſings to the Gentiles, and foietells 
their converſion and ingraftment among the 
Jews, they ſhould be joint partakers of the 


root and fatneſs of the Olive tree. In the 


thirteenth the Prophet wiſely reaſons with his 


Countrymen on the extreme danger of per- 


liſting in evil habits, adding thereby fin to fin, 


the difficulty of repentance and work of refor- 


mation may at length amount almoſt to an im- 


"Oy. «© Can the Etbiopan change bs 


| «C ſkin, 
+ Jeremiah x3, xv1, - with Rom, X1, XVI 
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* ſkin, Or the Leopard his ſpots? then-may ye 
« alſo do good that are accuſtomed to-do evil.” 
| Jeremiah purſues his prophefies under. vari- 


ous apt fimilies, and after them follows Aa 


ſad piture of diſtreſs, a ſevere Famine, and 


God's declaration to his Prophet. of his mant- 


fold judgments, and utter rejeion of - the 
Jews, their DeſtruQtion, their Captivity and 


their Reſtoration, and this laſt (their return 


from Babylon) is ſpoke of as a (till greater 


deliverance than their eſcape and miraculous 


reſcue from Egyptian bondage. As Iſrael were 
already Captives, now follows the Propheſies 
which relate to the Seventy years Captivity of 
Judah, and in the twenty-firſt Chapter are re- 
corded the calamities in the reign of Zedekiah, 
the Peſtilence, the Famine, and the Siege of. 
Jeruſalem. | For the Prophet lived to witneſs 
the ſad and gradual declenſion and overthrow 


of the Kingdom of Judah. Jeremiah propheſied 


_ of that yet viſible and moſt aſtoniſhing pieler- 
vation of the Jews through a long ſucceſſion of 


ages and Empires, that very wonderful proof 


of his © 870nage and Sovereignty. 


:: "6" Fear" mt Jacob my ſervant, for 1 am with 
*« thee, I will make a full end of all the Nati- 
« ons whither I have driven thee, but 1 will 


* not make a full end of thee.” The Jews live 
a diſtintt 
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4 diſtin People, but not accotding to their owrt 
taws, never elefting their own Magiſtrates, and 
n9 where enjoying the full exerciſe of their Re-< 


| ligion, 


At a period of their higheſt glory, and while 


they were haraſſing his county, Jeremiah fore- 


told the total overthrow and deſtruQion of their 
Enemies. And the Egyptians, the Aﬀfſy rians, Ma- 
cedon, and Rome, great and powerful as they 
once were, are every one vaniſhed as a dream, 


their power, glory, and very names are loſt, 


while the Vanquiſhed and Captive Jew ſurvives 


his Conquerors, and although widely ſcattered 


throughout every Nation and Kingdom upon 


_ Earth, preſerves in them all, the form of his Re- 


ligion, and profeſſes an adherence to it, not with- 


ſtanding thei Apoſtaſies were ſo frequent, and fo 


often reproved, while they lived under theit own 


Kings, and within fight of their Temple, 


The Prophet Teremiah will ſurprize you with 
the minuteneſs of his Prediaions reſpefting Ba- 


| bylon, and they were uttered at a time when that 


City and Empite were at their higheſt Glory and 


mn.all their Pride, In the fourth year of the 
reign of Zedekiah, King of Judah, and fixty 


years before the Siege and Capture of Babylon, 
| the 
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the Prophet font his PrediRQions reſpefting it, by 
Seraiah, to ſome of his Brethren in that haughty 


City.” In his twenty-fifth Chapter, he names the 
expreſs time when it was to happen, he tells 


them by whom, the Medes ; in vivid colours, he 
minutely deſcribes the indolence, timidi'y and 
cowardice of the Babylonians, they would ſhut 


themſelves up in their walls. Jeremiah prophe- 


fles the Siege; the turning of the Channel of the 
River; the exatt tiine, at a Grand Feſtival; and 


that the City ſhould be taken by ſurprize. Aﬀer 
this the Prophet foretold its total deſtruftion, its 


preſent deſolate ſtate, the demolition of the walls 
and final overthrow. 


| Before Zedekiah had been placed on the 


Throne of Iſrael, Nebuchadnezzar had carried 
away to Babylon many of the Jews, and Jere- 


miah, out of kindneſs and ſriend{hip, kept writ- 
Ing letters to them, whenever the tribute money 
was ſent, deſiring they would not {latter them< 


ſclves with any preſent expeQations of deliver- 


ance, Seventy years Captivity muſt be fulfilleq 


before their releale ; upon which theſe ſuffering 
Captives, diſtreſſed and angry at what the Pro- 
phet had told them, wrote letters back to. their 


friends in Jeruſalem, praying to have Jeremiah 


puniſhed for Utering (as they luppoſed) the dic- 


tates 
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tates of the King of Babylon, and not thoſe of 
the God of Iſrael. | 


A Torrent of corruption at this time over- 


| ſpread Jeruſalem, and Jeremiah's unwearied 
attempts to ſtem it were unyraturally and ungrate. 
fully received. The Prophet was baſely in- 


ſulted by Kings, by Prieſts and People, and 


upon a prediftion he. had boldly uttered re. 


ſpeQting Jeruſalem, and the Captivity of its in- 


habitants, Jeremiah was arreſted and impriſoned, 
He lived to ſee the ſad accompliſhment of his 
Propheſy, the City beſieged and taken, its Pa- 


laces, and the magnificent Temple deſtroyed 


| by fire, its numerous Inhabitants led away cap- 
tive to Babylon, and at that ſad and memorable 
period he anxiouſly employed himſelf in ad- 
miniſtering all the comfort in his power to his 
ſorrowful and deſponding Countrymen; in the 
thirtieth Chapter he aſſured them they would 
again return; - their City and their Temple 
would be again rebuilt; they ſhould renew 
| their poſſeſſions, their lands and eſtates. So 
certain was the Prophet of this happy event 
their Reſtoration, that houſes and fields and 


vineyards ſhould be again at their diſpoſal, 
that he purchaſes the reverſion of an eſtate, 


i0 take place after they ſhould have returned 
from 
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from Contixity, the title. deed to. be made. out 


to him and to his heirs. Such a purchaſe af- 


 forded his Countrymen a full proof of the Pro- 


phet's own - belief, and expeQation of their re- 


' turn, and was a real comfort to them, under their 
_ oppreſſion and afllitions. © I weighed him the 
« money, even ſeventeen ſhekels of filyer, I 


nn 


| ſubſcribed the evidences, and I ſealed it, and 


« took witneſſes, and weighed him the money 
« in balances.” 


To animate them more ftill, the Prophet goes 
on deſcribing the general joy and feſtivity, which 


would take place on the day of their Return, 


their again entering on their ancient Poſleſſions, 
| a Recovery of their long loſt priviledges and 


enjoyments, a Reſtoration 1o the favour and pro- 


teftion of God. It is very uſual with the Pro- 
phet to contraſt his ſubjeR, in order to make his. 
_ addreſſes more noticed, and impreſs them. the 
ſtronger, he therefore firſt ſtrikingly call to 
mind, and repreſents to them, the ſorrow and 
anguiſh of that day when they would frſt be led 
away into Mr fs 


« A voice was heard in | Ramab, lamentations 
© and bitter weepirgs. Rachael weeping for 
b her Children, refuled to > be comforted, becauſe. 
TTY © they. 
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LAS "they were not.” Rachael was Jacob's beloved 
'Wife, her Tomb was ſituated between the Cities 


of Ramah and Bethlehem. In the melancholy 


journey of the Ifraclites, when they were to þe 
carried away captive to Babylon, they were to. 
paſs by this Pillar and Tomb of Rachael. Je- 
 Temiah, by a beautiful figure, pathetically intro- 
| duces her, as riſing out of her Sepulchre, the 
_ afflited Mother of both the Tribes, and weep- 
ing for all her Children, bewailing the dire and 


ſad cataſtrophe, Sons and Daughters led away to 
bondage, In the ſelf-ſame diſtridt of Bethlehem, 
near Ramah, when Herod butchered the Children 


from two years old and under, many Mothery 
ſuffered a ſecond, moſt afflittive blow ; no doubt 
Aa voice was. again heard, bitter Lamentations, 
Cries, and the tendereſt yearnings for the inno, 


cent Victims of his Madnels. 


The many Threais and Denunciations the Pro, 
phet had repeatedly and fo boldly uttered, occa- 
| fioned him a very long impriſonment, and it was 


while under confinement Jeremiah cauſed Baruch 
{his Scribe) to write from his mouth, the tenor 
and words of his Threatnings and Prophehies, 
Baruch carried them to the Temple on a ſolemn 


Faſt Day, and read them audibly in the hearing 
of a large concourle of People then and there 


allembled, In the miggle of his Speech the 


 Parchs 


_ MS "_ p'2 p "Ka v7 F * 
on 7 ARSE rr Be SG , 7& 
IR MEPIE ane te Fr 7 5 
REAR SEV As oo DS; TEE IPs k y 
78 | 


(-a24 ) 


Parchment Rall ' was ſnatched out of | Baruch's 


hand, and haſtily ran away with to the Palace, 


and laid before the King, Jehoiakim read -a 


column or two, grew warm and angry, cut the 
roll in pieces, flung it into the fire and burnt it, 


furious and impatient at the Judgments awaiting 


him. | 


| When the City of Jeruſalem was taken, the 


Aſlyrian Prince ordered his General Officers © 


enquire for the Prophet Jeremiah, and to grant 
bim protettion and ſafety before the City was 
burnt, or even the Soldiers admitted to plunder. 
His liberty and licenſe of living where he pleaſed, 
was ſealed and preſented to him. Jeremiah 
being told his friend Gedaliah had got the ap- 
pointment of Governor, he went and dwelt 


with him at Mizpeh, Gedaliah ordered him a 


lupply of proviſion, dehred him to ſettle him- 


{elf at any place he liked beſt, but he firſt exp 
ated from him, according to form, the oaths of 


allegiance to the King of Babylon. 


At Mizpeh, Gedaliah, the Governor, was "og 
faffinated by Iſhmael, a Prince of the blood 


royal of Judah, who had taken refuge at Amman. 
The Prince with ten ſpirited and reſolute com- 
panions who were all of a party, came on a 


vilit to the Governor's houſe, Gedaliah re-. 
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ceived them as gueſts, hofpitably and reſpett- 
fully entertained them, but they, availing them. 
ſelves of the opportunity, at a Feaſt he had 


prepared for them, baſely murdered the Gover- 


nor and atl the brave Chaldzans of his Court. 


On this bloody, and inhuman event, Jere- 
miah was carried away into Egypt. The Pro- 
phet there forctold the conqueſt of Egypt, by 
Nehbuchadnezzar, and the Capture and death of 
the King. *All (he ſaid) would be ſpeedily ac- 


compliſhed, the deſtrution would be ſwift and 
 fudden, the Gods. of Egypt would be all de- 


ftroyed.” Theſe prediftions were very terrifying 
and obnoxious to the Egyptians, and they are 
the ſubjeas of the forty-third Chapter, and the 
Book of Propheſies, as far as the forty-fourth, 


_ relates principally events which happened after 


the Captivity of Iſrael, but before the Captivity 


of Judah; and the following Chapters, to the 
laſt but one, have all a reference to the latter, 
they relate almoſt wholly to the Gentiles, and 
ſeem placed here by themſelves becauſe they are 


| unconnetted with the reſt. 


The Deſtruaion of the Philiſtines, at a time 
the Country was at perfe&t peace and quiet, is 
propheſied of in the forty-ſeventh Chapter, and 
you yiew a beautiful Fi igure at the end of it, ſtrik- 

ingly 
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ingly elegant. Jeremiah repeatedly gives Life. 
to the Sword of God, at his command it ſharp= 
ens, poliſhes, prepares to obey, ſets out at 
the appointed moment, and on the errand he 
commiſſions it. Sometimes he names theplaces,' 
as againſt Aſkelon and the Cities on the Sea- 
ſhore; after which he returns it to its ſcabbard 
and its place. In the forty-eighth, he prophe=- 
fies the judgments on Moab, - the meaning of 
| the word 1s, ** of a Father, ” and Moab was one 
of the inceſtuous Sons of Lot, that by the el- 
deſt Daughter, The forty=ninth contains heavy 
denunciations and threatenings againſt the Op- 
Spas and Enemies of Judah. 


The 4ftradtion and total overthrow of Ba- 
bylon 1s prophetically foretold in the following 


_ Chapters, and Babylon was then the glory of 


Kingdoms, the Beauty of the Chaldees, the 
Golden City, abounding in treaſures, its 
walls, Palaces, hanging gardens and artificial 
canals, for pomp and magniticence, the wonder 
of the World. ; 


+ The fifty-ſecond Chapter 1s added by Ezra 
to complete the Hiſtory. Ezra repreſents the 
Seige, and Capture of Jeruſalem; Jeremiah bad 
expreſ>ly foretold it, and now, all that the 
Prophet had predited was attually accom- 

Tt 2 _  pliſhed 
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pliſhed Nebuchadnezzar, the Tyrant and ths 


Conqueror, had glutted his barbarous and wan. 
fon cruelty on Zedekiah, his Captive, and 
cauſed him to witneſs the publick maſſacre of 


4ll his Children, after which, he ſtruck out both 
the King's eyes, indelibly to fix on his mind, 
this laſt and moſt horrid Sight of all his life, 


The Chapter further informs you of Nebuzar- 
adan, the King's Commander in Chief, his hay. 


the ground, together with the fuperb and moſt 
magnificent Temple itſelf, after it had ftood four 
hundred and ſeventy years, the ornament and 


glory of the World. 


This Chapter i is a uſeful Profiice to the F int 
Odes called the Book of the Lamentations. 


Jeremiah had executed his High Prophetic 


Office with affeftion, zeal, and fidelity, between 
forty and fifiy years, and he is ſaid by ſome 
to have been now ſtoned to death at Tah- 
panhes a royal City of Egypt, and by others 


to have been thrown into a pit and transfixed 


with darts. Alexander the great, on viſiting 
the tomb of. Jeremiab, ordered his urn to be. 


removel 
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ng executed his commiſhon from the Court of | ; 
| Babylon; and burnt down the Palaces, the 
| houſes of the Nobles, and the whole City to 


þ bf * / as : 4 
: > 
C4 
x [ 
4 \ 
Su 
Dees 
6-4 
1 % 4 
#7. 
2&0. 
* s 4 
a. 3M 
- ih.” P . 
Ko , 
= : 
"ef 
ns 3 
4* Y 
+. 
= 4; 
#*. 
BY XY 
TS 
PE”. 20 
-- & 
2" ON 
> 2 
IG /*2 
* 5k 4g 
£54; 
7 42a 
Fa "x 
ESTAS - 
_ $46 


Oe, RE TW: <3 0 rg Ib 

BE LED «a PS. Bra Jo fend TE £ 7 1 : - 

4 WT noo wt ry: 0 #3 wy b 29 "+. na p Ie ok $6 
EE Ip WE KEE. 5 0% rs 
OL In INE Tn IT: 4s: _ OOO le. II OP Og PI 


5 52 
2" 4. 8 WER A. % 
FBI Dat” 
% Y Fo 
DE Nor a tee: 


( 325 ) 
removed to Alexandria, and built a magnifi- 
| cent monument ſacred to his memory. 


. "ts. 
. 


_ His propheſies were wrote under the ſeveral 
reigns of Joſiah, Jehoiakim and Zedekiah. 
Kings of Judah, and the fortieth and forty- 
fourth Chapters, under Gedaliah, who had ob- 
tained the appointment of. Governor from the 
Court of Babylon. | 


The Prophet's Stile is wholly olaimtive; adapted + 
- to Pity and Compaſſion. Every ſoft and yield- 


-- ing paſſion is here excited; expreſſive of the moſt 


affettionate feelings ſor his Country. But his 
earneſt and zealous Admonitions, leaſt his de- 
luded F riends ſhould be over perſuaded to for- 
fake their Religion and their God, are ſtrikingly 
animated and pathetic. Some of his Brethren 
were already .in Babylon, others almoſt on the 
road, and they would all, ere long, be eye-wit2_ 
neſſes to the vicious indulgencies and odious 
proſtitutions of Pagan Worſhip ard Impiety. 
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A HIGHLY, elegant, and beautiful Funeral 
Ode, rather indeed, Several Odes, made on 
mournful occaſions, and here colletted together. 


Every Verſe is a Sentence, and diverſied with 
fome new, ſtrong, lively Image of heart-fclt 
Sorrow and Anxiety. A Book or Song of 
Mourning, and it was chanted publickly on very 
ſolemn diſtreſsful Occaſions, Seaſons of national 
or private Calamity. The firſt Book (unfortu- 
nately loſt) was the Grand Funeral Dirge ſung by 
a number of Singing Men, a choſen Band, and 
a Chorus of Virgins in mournful Proceflion, as 


they carried good King Joſiah to be buried. 


This 


( 327 ) 
This is properly the ſecond Book of the Las 


mMmentations of Jeremiah, the occaſion of the Pros 
phet's writing it, was, the ſure Convittion he 


| then had of the final Deſtruttion of Jeruſalem. 


The thoughts ſeem to croud in irregularly 
Upon the Prophet's mind, and he utters them 
with amazing tenderneſs, elegance and eaſe, as 


Db Image, P erſon, or Figure, led him naturally 
= onto another, 


The Book is divided into five Parts : - in the 
firſt, ſecond and fourth, the Prophet is himſelf 
the Speaker, or he repreſents Jeruſalem as ſpeak- 
ing. In the third, the whole Body of the Jews 
in Chorus ſpeak. The fifth is a kind of Epilogue, 
in which this ſame whole Body, groaning under 


— all the preffure of Captivity, pour out their Sor- 
rows and Supplications fervently to God in 


Prayer. AN 


To excite attention and aid the memory, the 
Prophet, with great propriety, aſlents to the 
uſual cuſtom in Dirges and Funeral Orations, 


= and ſubdivides each of theſe five Parts into two 


- and twenty Stanza's, and cach Stanza in general 


, af the Hebrew Alphabet; the fifth Book differs 


- conſiſts of three Verſes, principally acroſtical, 


the brit letter of each Stanza, following the order 


In 


4.08} 


$0 1 this particular, and the Verſes are much ſhorter 
than the others. The third Book contains lixty. 
fix Verles. 


The fiile of this whole Ode i is copious wad Pa- 
thetic, adapted to the tendereft feelings of Grief 


and Deſpondency. ' The Prophet muſes on the 


ſad and melancholy ſubje&t, and deplores the 
| miſeries of his Country moſt diſtreſsfully. In fo 
very conciſe a manner, no Poem diſplays ſuch 
very pertinent and ſo uncommon a variety of 
ſuitable Circumſtances and Images. : _ 


A celebrated Author lays, Sorrow never flowed 
In ſo natural, fo tender, ſo prevailing a Pathos, 
as in theſe mournful Flegies. One would think 


that every letter - was wrote with a tear; every 


word the ſound of a breaking heart ; that the 
Author was a Man compounded of Sorrows ; dil- 
_.£iplined to grief from his infancy ; One who never 
breathed but in ſighs, ngr ſpoke without a groan. 
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F ortitude this Prophet diſplayed. 
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Ezekiel was the Son: of Buai. a native of 
| Sarera, his Family were of the Sacerdotal race 
and of the houſe of Aaron, he Was therefore 
born both a Prieſt and a Prophet. 
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Wd name, Ezekiel, or the ſtrength of God, 
A is happily expreſlive of the Confidence and 


In the Reign of Jehoiachin, three months. 
after his Coronation, Nebuchadnezzar, King of 
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Babylon, marched a powerful Army into Judza, 


and as ſoon as he came near Jeruſalem, the 


young Prince, by the advice of the Prophet 


Jeremiah, in the moſt humble and fubmiſſiye 


manner, with all his Wives, and his Mother the 
Queen Dowager, his Nobles and his whole 
Court came out in a body, threw open the City. 


gates, ſurrendered themſelves up, ſued for mercy, 
and paid him homage. Nebuchadnezzar was, 
Inexorable, the Jewiſh Prince with all his party 


were led away State-Priſoners to Babylon. 


- At this time Ezekiel the Prophet, and Mor- 


decai Uncle to Queen Eſther were made captive 


and put under confinement, they were not uf. 


fered to accompany the Royal Family to Baby- 


lon, but were ſoon after placed with many 
others, on the banks of the Chebar, a River of 


Meſopotamia, eaſtward of the Euphrates, this 


River emptied itſelf into the Euphrates about 
two hundred miles north of Babylon. But 


Ezekiel was afterwards brought to the Metro- he 
 polis, together with the celebrated Mordecai 
his Countryman, and the Prophet from time to 7 


time foretold at Babylon, almoſt wholly the ſame 


_eyents as Feremiah prophefied of in Jeruſalem. 
This laſt Prophet had declared King Zedekiah 7 
ould never ſee Babylon, Ezekiel predified 
| Zedekiah ſhould be carried there, and end his 
E: al __ days iu 
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4ays'in Babylon, both Propheſies exaBly came 


'to paſs, Nebuchadnezzar found the means. to, 


reconcile them. By ſtriking out the King's eyes, 
Zedekiah never ſaw Babylon, but he was led 
away Captive, from Jeruſalem, to grace. fo 
proud a conqueſt, and add to the high honours 
of the Aſſyrian triumph. Zedekiah lived ſome 


years afterwards a State Priſoner, in Babglon, 
| and died there, 


The Pr opheſies of Ezekiel were pincipally 


* uttered in the former part of their Captivity, the 


% fins and vices of his Countrymen were yet 
$ praftiſed, . many of them not forſaken, and the 
- Jews as yet remained unhumbled, the Prophet's 
-— threats were thiindering and tremendous, his 


_ rebukes ſtrikingly ſevere, intended to open their 
eyes, awake them from their lethargy, and they 


- muſt have ronſed the moſt deje&ed and deſpond- 


-— ing Jew. Some years after, under their ſad 
 Tufferings and perſecution, when they were 


© totally diſcouraged, the Prophet Daniel, the 
© Fourth and laſt of the great Prophets was com- 
” miſſioned by God in much mercy to > comfort 


{and revive them, 


 Ezekiel's cal 4 commiſſion is magnificently, 
Tet with reverential awe, related in the begin- 
I of his Book. © The glory of the Lord at=_ 
Uusz « tended 


4 889-) 
* tended by his Cherubims,” a Serles of ex. 
traordinary viſions (on the banks of the River 
Chebar) accompanied with a voice diltinaly 
utteri- g his awful direQions and information 
The ' Prophet uſually dates his prediQtions from 
the Ara of his appointment to the prophetic 


office, and he was then ſaid to be thirty years 


of age. The fourth Chapter opens with the 
Siege about to take place, the approach of the 
Chaldzan Army, the Battering Rams, the en- 
 gines of the beſiegers, and the Horrors and the 
| Din of war. Nebuchadnezzar under the em- 
| blem of an eagle, ſwift, ſtrong and rapacious, 
is taking his lofiy flight, and perching upon 
the hignelt Cedar, even on | Jeruſalem, At 
this time Zedekiah was ſtill reigning in Judah, 
and Jehoiachin and his Mother State Priſoners 
in Babylon. In the following Chapters the 
Praha repreſents the wickedneſs of the Jew: 
who were yet remaining at Jeruſalem, undet 
very fanciful emblems and parables, and he ex- 
preſsly vames the puniſhments God was intend- 
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ing them. In the ſeventeenth, Ezekiel relates, 
with ſo much certainty, the preſent King's over- 
throw and i{ubſequent Captivity, together with all © 


his People, as to name it as an event which had 
 alrcady taken place. 


After 


( -383 2 


After the Propheſies on. Jeruſalem, the Pros 
phet. foretels the deſtruaion of thoſe Nations, 


nezzar was the inſtrument God firſt employed to 
puniſh Tyre, Egypt, Ammon, Moab, and the 
FhiliSimes v1 # 


Ezekiel with wonderful ſpirit and: elegance 
deſcribes the flouriſhing ſtate of Tyre, and 
= contraſts it with its overthrow and deſtruQtion, 
þ and ſome of theſe Chapters are beautiful and 


perfe& elegies.f In the height of all its glory, 


Tyre, the mart of Nations, the crowning City, 
> whoſe merchants were Princes, whoſe: trafickers 
| the honourable of the earth, conveying all the 


Weſt to the Eaſt, Ezekiel propheſies its deſtruc- 
| tion, Nebuchadnezzar ſhould become Maſter of 
4 that ancient highly towering City; in the 
Y; twenty-fixth Chapter and twenty-ninth, the 


: - Prophet is ſo ſure of the fatt, that he relates 
* this alſoas a tranſaftion which had already wy 
: ken place. 

1 'The King - -of Ankita is ſaid to hiv PA 
; his ſoldiers ſerve a hard ſervice againſt Tyre, 


+ Chapters xxvii xxviii, 
| every 


who were now exulting in high: triumph” over 
bis diſconſolate Countrymen, and Nebuchad- 


commodities of the Eaſt to the Weſt, and the , 
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every head was made bald, every ſhoulder was 


_ peeled, the fiege laſted thirteen years, and when 
the City at laſt was taken, Nebuchadnezzar was 


ſadly diſappointed of all its riches and its ſpoils, 
it is literally and exprefily ſaid, He received no 


| wages, the Tyrians had carried off every thing, 
| as ſoon as the inhabitants ſaw the fuundation of 
| their walls ſhaken by the Battering Rams, all 
their valuables, and even their furniture they 


put on board their ſhips and carried off to the 
Iſlands. Nebuchadnez zer found the City empty. 
Ezekiel was commiſſioned on this occaſion to 


Promiſe the King the conqueſt of Egypt as a 


reward, The deſtrufiion of Tyre was to be 


| final, it was to be laid as bare as a rock, a place 
to ſpread nets upon, and from the centre of 


Trade, frequented by merchants from: Eaſt to 
Weſt, Tyre is now a heap of ruins, a landing 


Place for the boats of a few Fiſher-men. The 
Prophet gives us, yet with elegant conciſeneſs, the 
whole hiſtory of this mighty change. The high 
proſperity of Tyre, its wealth and grandeur, in- 


troduced luxurxy,. pride, violence and tyranny, 
ſelf-conceit, profaneneſs, the ſure and certain 


forerunners of deſtruttion every where. 


' The Prophet next foretells the conqueſt of 
Egypt. It ſhould (he ſaid) be ſwift and ſudden, 
Tarey's Jools and her Gods ſhould be 3ll de- 


{troyed, 


U FM 


( 335 ) 


ſroyed. By a beautiful and very natural figure, 


although highly fanciful, the Prophet deſcribes 
the indolence and haughty pride of Pharoah 
Hophra, a Hugh Swelling Crocodile lying in the 
midſt of his waters. © My River is my own, I 
« have made it for myſelf.” Jeremiah prophe- 
fied he ſhould be taken and lain, Ezekiel fore- 
tells defolation to his Country, and it ſhould laſt | 


forty years, during which time its inhabitants 


ſhould be all Slaves. 


Befides the Content of Egypt by Nebuchad- 
NEZzar, it was alſo invaded and laid waſte by 
the Perſians. The prophefies of Ezekiel apply 
to both the Perſian and the Babyloniſh yoke. 


Camby ſes, a celebrated General, wich a for- 
midabie Army entered Egypt at Pelufium, a 


| fortified Town and Key to the whole Coun- 


try. 
The General boldly led his Troops up to the 


gates of Peluſium, but artfully in the front he 
placed a number of cats and dog*, and a drove 


of ſheep and oxen; animals all held ſacred by 


the Egyptians; ſeeing in full view their Gods, 
no one ventured to caſt a javelin or ſhoot an 
. arrow. Cambyſles ſtormed the Town made a 

breach in the walls, entered with his Army 


thus 


: 


| 
| 

| 
| 


DD CCCCCCCCCC— ne IEITDED - 


Ron irene hoon trench AC aw rea DOS Geer aa. 
_— - 


"("WO-/ 7 

_ thus preceeded by their Gods. Cambyſes, the 
| General, walked forwards to their Temple, 
with his own hand, he flew Apis, the facred 
Ox, the God of Egypt, and demoliſhed their 
T00\8 and their Altars. 


The thirty-firſt Chapter 18 a tat biſto- 
rical painting of Nebuchadnezzar's greatneſs, 
power, ſecurity, ſelf-ſufficiency and haughtineſs, 
| contraſted with his downfal and _ deftruttion. 
 «& ] have caſt him down even unto Hell.” 
In the thirty-third Ezekiel is introduced as a 
Watchman over Iſrael, receives his appoint- 


' ment, and has his duty affigned him, and God 


condeſcendingly reaſons with his Prophet, in 
language ſo pathetic and perſuative. © As 1 live 
* (ſaith the Lord) I have no pleaſurg in the 
© death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
 * from his evil way and live; turn ye, turn 
« ye—why will you die, O! houſe of Iſrael?” 
The Kingdom of Chriſt is a ſubje& of part of 


the thirty-fourth. The Future Glorious Shepherd E 


the deſponding and diſperſed flock. In the 
thirty-fifth and thirty-ſixth Judgment 1 iS announ- 


ced on Mount Seir, and it was then inhabited * 
by the Edomites. After which follows an ex- 


preſs, mol meretul and gracious promiſe of 
| Reſtoration 
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Reſtoration to Iſrael, from their preſent Bondage 


and Captivity. | 


In the thirty-ſeventh you read the inſtructive 
and very fanciful Viſion, of the Valley of Dry 
Bones ; affording the diſpairing Captive, the moſt 
reviving conſolation from the viſible Preſence and 


the Power of God; A Reſurrettion lively and 


deſcriptive, and addrefling them pointedly in a 


variety of views: A Soul emerging from Sin and 


Death, to Life and Righteouſnels: A Reſtoration 
of the Service of the Temple, now long laid aſide; 
its Liberty, Peace, and Devotion: A Reſurretti- 


on of the Bodies of Believers to Life Eternal. 


Such a Repreſentation irreliltibly inſpired the de- 


© ſponding Captive with Faith and Hope ; the Pow- 


er which he now witneſſed, was ſo much more than 


equal to his foreſt Diſmay, with how much eaſe 


could it cllett, his perſecuted and ditperſed Na- 
- tion, bring them back to their native Home, ena- 


3 ble them to rebuild their Temple, and relitore 


; 464 re-eſtabliſh his People. And the chapter 
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4 concludes with the animating Prophely of the 
 Glories and Graces of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
his Tabernacle ſhould be with Iſrael, He would be 


| their God, they ſhould be his People. 


The thirty-eighth and thirty=niath Chap- 


ters, are Propheſfies of Gog of the land of 


Vol. II. A % Magog ; 


gp me nn, 


1 a ae 


T2 


| Magog ; a Northern Power coming with horſes 
and horſemen. He is to come up againſt 
Ifrael in the latter days, and he is © 


fall upon the Mountains of Iſrael; there the 


Judgments of God are predited to overtake 
him. Theſe are to be the laſt enemies of the 
Jewiſh Church, and is a Propheſy of Ezekiel's, 
which yet remains to be fulfilled, The Mogul 


Tartars are ſtill called by the name of Gog; and 


the Turks, originally Natives of Tartary, are 
ſuppoſed to be here meant. The Land of Ca- 
'naan has long been in the poſſeſſion of the Turks, 
and the Power and Strength of Europe has been 
as yet employed in vain to reſcue it out of their 

hands. In what manner this Glorious Propheſy 


is to receive its completion, time only can ex- 


plain; as after theſe promiſed Vittories, the 


Prophet foretells a diſtant and final return of the 
Jews (in theſe latter days) from their wide dil- 


perſion, and a diffipation of the ſad gloom over- 
| ſhadowing them. God has reſerved that work 


for himſelf, when that once happy Country ſhall 


be again the Scene of ſome future diſplay of the 
Majeſty, the Power, .and the Providence ot 


God. 


The lively genius of Ezekiel, ſprightly and 
fertile, abounding with numerous and very fan- 


ciful lImages, exhibits much wile InſtruQion, very 
avfal | 
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awful Threats, and the keeneſt Reproof, under 


_ "the varying Types and Emblems of a Seige, Aa 


Hair, a Chain, Coals of Fire, the Eagle and 
Vine, Lions Whelps, a boiling Pot, and dry 
Bones, ” | 


The Prophet ſeems to have executed his high 


Commiſſion with great fidelity, and has merited a 


very juſt Encomium from an Apocryphal Writer, 
by his earneſt endeavours to inſtruct and amend 
his Countrymen. The encouragement he offers 
them 1s ſo wiſely adapted to a State of Puniſh- 
ment, and always ambitiouſly aiming to keep 


alive a watchful and fſubmiſhive Reliance on 


God, 


The Prophet's Stile is unequalled in Force, 
Impetuohty, Weight and Grandeur. Such tre= 
mendous and very ſtriking Addreſles to his Bre- 


thren, now Captives in Babylon, could not fail 
to excite their attention, awake and rouſe them 


from their lethargy, dejettion, and deſpair. The 


Language is bold, vehement, lofty and magnifi- 
cent, a Stile of Majeſty peculiar ta the Eaſt; and 


Ezekiel, for his great freedom, his boldneſs, and 
the liberties he took with his Countrymen, was 


by them privately put to death. The Prophet's 
| Remains were placed in a Sepulchre, in the Land 
: of Maur, between the two Rivers Euphrates apd 


X x 2 ; Chabar, 


a | | | - 
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Chabar. The Prophet's Tomb was frequented 


and noticed with a ſuperſtitious Devotion; ard. 


ſome pious Jews are ſaid to have kept a lamp al. 
ways burning 1n it. 

Near this famous Sepulchre, a Synagogue and 
Library were erefted; and in the latter was faid 


to have been depoſited the original manuſcript 


Writing of his Propheſies; and it was always 


 ceremoniouſly brought out and publicly read be. 


fore all the People on the Day of Expiation. 


To ſuppreſs the murmurs and ingratituUe Cf his 


- fellow-captives, the Prophet encourages them to 


reſignation, by promiſes of Deliverance ; and 
towards the cloſe of his Book, reveals to them 
many Propheſlies, aſſuring them of the -certainty 


' of their Return, and of the re- eſtabliſhment of 
their City and Temp'e. Ezckiel's Deſcription of 


this new Building. is a Myſtical and Emblematical 
Repreſentation, and its ſervice altogether Jewiſh, 


The Hebrews conſidered their Temple as the 
high Honour, Glory, and Safeguard of their 
Nation, the Defire of their Eyes, and Dwelling- 


Place of their Strength, When the Prophet fore- 
told, and ſo magnificently diſplayed this new 
Temple, his Countrymen ſtood in great need of 
Comfort, Information, and Promiſes: They 
_ would not probably have been defirous of return- 

ing ne; where the former Fewple lay in —”_ 
. | ha 


had they not been ſpirited up and encouraged by 


tion of the Common Wealth. 
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the promiſes of a'New One, as well as a Reſtora- 


The Temple of their God, they looked upon 
as a Pledge of his Preſence, his Dwelling among 


| his Peo-le; and the laſt Words and Concluſion of 


the Prophet's Book, is a very apt and glorious 


Motto for it: 


* Tus LoRD IS THERE,” 
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LIFE CHARACTER, AND 
PROPHESIES. 
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AFTER a cloſe, long-protrated, and har- 
ralling fiege, which had at length occaſion- 


_ eda Famine and a Peſtilence, the Walls of Je- 


ruſalem and its ftrong Holds were forced, a 
breach was made by Nebuchadnezzar, King of 


Babylon, and an entrance wide enough for his 


chariots and his army. The Conqueror levelled 
with the ground, and burnt to aſhes, its Royal Pa- 


laces, the Temple itſelf, the moſt magnificent Ed's 


fice 
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Kee in the World, and he ſet nk to the whole 
| City. 

 *The young Princes, the beamiful and choiceſt 
Youth and Flower of the Nobility, were all fent 
captives to Babylon ; amongſt theſe was Daniel, 
of Royal Blood, at the age of eighteen, his per- 
ſon highly elegant and pleaſing. | 

In compliance with the cuſtom of the times, 
Daniel, as a Badge of Slavery, was now named 
Belſhazzar. The King placed Daniel with Three 
more under the firſt and moſt learned Preceptors 
of Chaldza. Under the advantages of ſo cele- 
| brated a Court, this amiable Youth, during three 
years, was trained and inſtructed in all the Learn- 
ing of the Ealt, God giving him Skill and Know- 
ledge in Wiſdom and Learning, and in under- 
ſtanding of dreams and viſions, modes of con- 
 veying information peculiar to thoſe days; and 
under theſe wiſe Tutors and Magicians, Daniel 
acquired Languages, a Knowledge of the Polity, 
Conſtitution, Laws and Cuſtoms of Chaldza. 
| The King himſelf was preſent when they paſſed 
their publick Examinations; he took always a plea- 
{ure in their exerciſes, and in converling with them. 
His Majeſty bad often remarked to his Nobles, - 
after ſuch interviews, that he had found none of 
all the Youths in Babylon ſo ſenſible, learned, 


*3398. 


and 


re © Þ 
and wiſe as' Belſhazzar and his three Comipa- 
nlons. 


A table was kept for Daniel, and the three 
young Men in the Palace, and it was covered 


daily with elegant dainties from the King's own 
table. Daniel, amiable and good, a captive 


youth, and in a foreign court, very much objed. 
ed to this luxurious parade ; and one day he took 


courage, and addreſſed himſelf to Aſchanes, the 


Steward of the Houſhold, requeſting, that the 
proviſion and generous allowance from the King's 
table, might all be carried to his Family, and 
that he would ſet before him and hts « companions 
only Dates and Pulſe. So pleaſing a youth could 
not but be beloved; Aſchanes kindly reaſons 


with him, would fain diſſuade him from the at- 
tempt, . would it not injure his health? It might 


| alter his looks, be ſeen in his countenance. 
Daniel pleaded ſtrongly to be indulged for a 
ſhort time, would he only permit him to make 
trial for ten days? In caſe he grew thinner, or 
ſhewed any alteration for the worſe, he would 
then immediately deſiſt, and live as he ſhould ad- 


viſe him. The importunity of the ſweet Youth 


' Prevailed on Afchanes; and now his temperance 
_ added new graces to his perſon, purity and free- 
dom to his mind, his genius grew attive and 1M- 
proved, his body graceful and more alert, and 
| Aſchanes ſoon expreſſed his thorough ſatisfattion, 
pleaſingly 
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pleafingly relieved of all his fears  heding 


him. 


Nebuchadnezzar, ſome time after this, was won= 
derfully perplexed with a Dream; and he con- 
vened his Magicians and all his Wiſe Men, and 
enquired of them what this Dream was about ; 
for though the King felt ſo very uneaſy and di{- 


treſſed, he had notwithſtanding quite forgot it; 


and the King. demanded allo the Interpretation 
of the Dream. The Magicians met, they were 
all ftruck dumb—* The Gods alone could tell 


_ © what a man dreamt.” The haughty Monarch, 


anuſed to diſappointment, grew higlily enraged 
and frantic with fury; he ſent for Arioch, the 


Captain of his Guard, and after he had paſſed 


Sentence on the whole Court, he ordered them all 
out to Execution, An occurrence ſo very ex- 
traordinary, was ſoon blazed abroad, and it OC- 
calioned the firſt diſplay of Daniel's Skill and 
Superior Knowledge. This very amiable Youth 
was among them appointed to ſuffer; and he goes 
direfly to Arioch, the Captain in Waiting, and 


he fays, Why is the King ſo haſty ? After which 
Daniel reaſons with him upon the Raſhnefs and 
Cruelty of the Decree, and requeſts an audi. 
ence with his Majeſty, Upon this Arioch 
uſhered him into the Royal Preſence. 


Vou. 11. Tp. | Daniet 
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Daniel moſt ſubmiſſively approached the 


Throhe, and he told his Majeſty, he would f@. 
_ tisfy him, reſpeCting what he was ſo ſolicitous to 


know ; but he firſt petitions the King. to allow him 
a ſhort reſpite, in order that he might retire and 


meet his three Companions, and with them join 


in Prayer to God. Upon which, the execution of 


| the firſt orders was delayed; and it was noy 
during. this their fervent and united Prayer, that 


the Secret was imparted to Daniel ; and he imme. 


diately repaired to Arioch, and obtained another 
audience of the King. Daniel again reſpeQtully 


and moſt ſubmiſfively addrefles the Throne : He 
diſclaimed all Merit and ſuperior Knowledge, all 


poſlibility of finding it out of Himſelf. Wiſely 


and ſuitably he firſt impreſſes the King's mind with 


the awful Power and Majeſty of God ; and then 


told him of what he had dreamt, and gave him 


the whole Explanation. Amazed at what he 
beard, the King, after the cuſtoms of the Eaf, 


ordered the ſweeteſt odours to be ſpread around 


Daniel. He then threw himſelf down proſtrate 
'on his face, and worſhipped him, avowing his 
God, the God of Gods, inveſted Daniel with the 
Government of his whole Empire, called him by 
the name of his own God, whom he ſolemnly 
worſhipped, ordered him the richeſt preſents, 
_ and appointed him Head and Chief over all the 
Magicians and wiſe Men of his kingdom. 


Danie! 
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Daniel reverentially inftrufted the King, to di- 
ret his devotions to God. 


| The all-wiſe Gems of the Univerſe, can 

reveal as much of future Revolutions as he 
pleaſes; and he has here removed the Veil, and. 
| diſcloſed to the Prophet Daniel, and King Ne- 

buchadnezzar, ſome of the greateſt and moſt fig- 
nal Events of the World. The Hiſtory of four 
powerful Empires are the ſubjetts here propheti- 
cally recorded : 
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© The Hiſtories of theſe, are the bigh <mbelliſh- 
: ments of Literature, the ſtudy of the Learned, 
the amuſement of the Polite; and though there 
were other Empires as eminent for the wiſdom of 
their Conſtitution, extent of their Dominion, and 
> length of Duration, yet the future events of theſe 
four are particularly foretold, as having a rela- 
> Hon to the Jews, who were in captivity, with 
 eachof them in their turns: And in the Hiſtory 
' of theſe, we have a line of Prophely conveyed 
down from the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, to the 


full and complete eſtabliſhment of the Kingdom | 
of the Mefliah. 
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— Honours: ſo profuſe, and on a Jewiſh Captive, 


excited the envy of the Court of Babylon. The. | 
Nobles aſſembled, and concerted a Tcheme to 


Tuin Daniel. They preſented a Petition to the 


| King, requeſting him- to cauſe to be erefted on 
the plains of Dura, a place of general reſort 


within the City . walls, an Image of Gold, fix- 
ty cubits high.  Nebuchadnezzar, accompanied 
by. his Princes and Nobles, in the moſt ſolemn 


manner. conſecrated it, He aſſembled his ſub. 


jefs, and commanded them all,- by found of | 


trumpet, to fall down and worſhip it. At a ſhort 


diſtance, a fiery furnace was heated and prepared 
for all thoſe who ſhould refuſe :to pay it homage, 
The Jews inform us, that Daniel retired into 
Egypt; but others ſay, that on account of his 
high dignities and elevated ſtation, they did not 


puſh matters ſo far as to accuſe him; but his 


Companions, . equally unwilling to violate the 
laws of their Country, and diſobey the. commands 


of God, were all three bound hand and foot, and 


| caſt into it: The Hiſtory informs us, ſo intenſe 


was the Heat. and fo furious the Flames, that it 


had inſtantly deftroyed the men employed to 
throw them in, The King, at a diſtance, ſtood 


earneſtly keeping his eyes fixed on ſo very won- 
derful a fight. Did we not caſt three men bound 


| Into the furnace? I ſee four looſe, and walking 
to and fro in the fire, unhurt, and the fourth 1 is 


like 


CO 


bo CI "I" a Fa co 4%. ORs 
- pt + wo W's Ky rg 24, It _— C - Fs 1.4 - RY "_ DE 
eq Ws a [7 ++ 4 < Is ide A WOS ov < F4. ry .o207 <& ts Ig "Hh » 
Ye PEER med FJ .» fe 7 Ot 4s * * 44.- ks x ». 34 8 #247 ; bo . 


[2 f c ey 
EY On oe. 
EE NE Wy" LN GE I, v4 ; . . 
COD DER YO TY Cs br 
gn CO EO OR IO EO EOS ORE NE EIS , - 
: 65, g > oy ” "MY ADL NIE * St n_ "4 


on bee re NH IN <Minr wn SIRE 

a _ d. we Wo >: LL IS dv, 
os WAS} We OSD + ko Ive 

Cp eb COR Oy: 2's 


{$1 2250 


NS 2 It 54S + Wy wa, % Wu og Re 
ER. . MO OS Bo 23” 4 WHO TOR I OE 09 oe 3 
dent ES TN A AE ASE FI nn or RL 
N99 INES as PT s..- — tb, Is 


4 


A oat 
as 
CN aa, © 


SItY 


BOON ys f 
2635 TN LY ; <%2F; 


T-- 


( 349 } 
like the Son of God. Awfully irprefſed and 
aſtoniſhed, - the King approached as near as he' 


ſafely could; to the mouth of the Furnace, and 
loudly calls out 'to them, Ye ſervants of the Moſt 


High God, come forth, come hither. All three 
walked from out the midſt of the fire, their gar-' 


ments unchanged, and not one hair of their” 


heads ſfinged. Ina ſudden tranſport of devotion, ' 
the King publiſhed a freſh Edit, commanding, - 


in the Eaſtern ſtile, 'every Nation, and People of 


every Language, who ſhould ſpeak amiſs of the 
God of Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, to 


be put to death, and their houſes made a dung-_ 


hill. After ſo honourable and diſtinguiſhed a 
proof of innocence and Divine Protettion, the: 
King appointed them to poſts of high Dignity 
and national Honours in the province of Babylon : 
Then ordering the Furnace to be heated ſeven 


times hotter, the King commanded the Acculers 


to be all tarown in, and they were inſtantly con-. 
ſumed, Re | HR 


Some time after this, another very extraordi- - 
nary Dream perplexed the King,  Nebuchad- 
nezzar had but lately returned home a Con- 
queror; he had marched his victorious troops 
back from the wars, and juſt now entered Baby- 


lon in Triumph. The Dream was the repreſen-. 


tation of a Tree, which was to be bewn down, 
All 
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Al his Aſtrologers and Magicians were again af. 
ſembled, a grand Council formed, but none of 
them were able to explain it. Daniel was lent 


| for to the Palace, and introduced to the King. 


Daniel ſtood penſive before the Throne, in afto. 
niſhment, and under the tendereſt concern a whole 


hour. Nebuchadnezzar then commanded him to 


ſpeak, whatſoever diſtreſs the Interpretation of 


| his Dream might portend. 


 Whh true politeneſs, Daniel moſt pathetically 
accolted the King: Would to God, this inauſpi- 
cious Dream might only affett his enemies. Da- 
\niel then informed him, the Tree was a repre- 
ſentation of himſelf; the time would ſoon ar- 
rive, when he ſhould be driven out from fociety, 


and become as a beaſt. Permit me now (ſays he). 
moſt earneſtly to preſs upon your Majeſty, ſuch 
a penitential ſorrow, and devout acknowledg- 


ment, as may conclliate the favour of Almighty 


God, and efface the remembrance of your 


Crimes. A twelvemonth afterwards, while the 
King was forgetting it, exulting and haughtily re- 


_ cognizing all his glory, ſwelled and puffed up in 


all his vanity, as he walked to and fro in his Pa- 


lace, he was heard to ſay, © Is not this great Ba- 
blos, that I have built by the might of wy 


* Power, and for the honour of my Majeſty.” 
While the words were yet in his mouth, Nebu- 
chadnezzar was driven out from ſociety, dwelt 

with 


Inc 
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with the beaſts of the field, fed on graſs with the 
Ox, and his body was wetted with the dew of 


Heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles fea- 


thers, and his nails like birds claws. An elegant, 


moſt juſt, and lively portrait of inſanity, ap- 


proaching nearly to the canine, he retains his me- 
' mory, loſes his reaſon, and in the ſport of fancy 


and deluſion, aſſumes the Brute. 


Under a ſucceeding Reign, Daniel was again 
ſummoned into the royal preſence, and on a 


highly interelting and very awful occaſion. 


King Belſhazzar, Grandſon of Nebuchadnez- 
Zar, on a high jubilee and day of publick re- 
Joicing gave a magnihcent banquet to a thon. 
ſand of his Nobles, he had fuperbly graced his. 
tables with the highly ornamented Golden Vel- 


fels his Anceſtors had plundered, and brought 


away from out the Temple of Jerufalem. While 
he ſat at table, ſuddenly looking up, Belſhazzar 


flaw a hand ifluing from out the wall, and Writ- 


1ng thereon, the letters were all diſtin, but 
| the words to him unintelligible, ſtruck with 


horror and alarm, the King grew faint, pale 
and gaſhly, he orders in his Magicians, and all 
the Wiſe Men, but they were equally aitoniſhed 
and confounded with himſelf, The trumpets | 


were ſounded, ' a proclamation ſued out, im- 
| menſe rewards inſtantly oltered, to whomloever 


ſhould 


2} 


ſhould: be found wiſe enough to interpret the 


hand writing, all human attempts ſeemed fryit- 
leſs, all was deſpair, at this moment of diftrac. 
tion, in ruſhes the King's Grandmother into 


the Palace and ran up to the King in the Ban- 


queting hall, ambitious and eager to comfort. 
him, ſhe had juſt recolleaed and names Daniel, 


A Jewiſh Captive (ſhe ſaid) wiſe and very learn. 


ed, he had reſolved the greateſt prodigies for 
his anceſtors, ſuch as the Gods could only in- 


'terpret. Daniel had been abſent and was now 


bappily thought of by the Queen-Mother. Da- 
niel was immediately ſent for, and uſhered into 
the Royal Preſence, and the Banquetting hall, 
the King had alittle time to recover himſelf, he 
courteouſly receives Daniel, and tells him, he 
had heard much of his fame and wiſdom, and 
that the ſpirit of his God was in him, the King 


names himſelf the ſplendid rewards he had offer- 
ed, a chain of maſly gold, to hang over the. 
neck and ſhoulders, a robe of purple (a diſtin- 


guiſhed dreſs of honour) and the third high Ru- 


. ter over all the Kingdom, to the perſon who 


ſhould read and interpret the hand writing which 


| he ſaw on the wall, and to which he now tremb- 


lingly fixed his eyes; Daniel with dignity refuſed 


| his honours and his preſents, but immediately. 
tells the King, he would read to him, and inter- 


pret 
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pret the hand-writing. Daniel now pointedly, 
but gracefully addreſſes him, © Know, O King! 


cc 
c 
C6 
_” 
©« 
466 


cc 


the Moſt High God gave to thy Father a king- 


dom, and majeſty, and glory, and honour ; 


People of all nations, and of every language, 
trembled and feared before him. Whom he 
would he ſlew, and whom he would he kept 
alive; whom he would he ſet up, and whom he 
would he put down : But when his heart was 


© hardened, and his mind lifted up with pride, 


6 


«& 


£6 y 
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c; 


he was depoſed from his Royalties, and his 
Glory taken from him; he was driven from 
men, a beaſt's heart was given him, he dwelt 
with the wild als, he was fed with the ox, and 
his body wetted with the dew, till 'he acknow- 
ledged the Moſt High God, and the appoint- 
ments of the Almighty. Thou, his ſon, 
O Belſhazzar! although thou kneweſt this, haſt 
not humbled thine heart, but haſt Jiſted up 
thyſelf againſt the Lord. —See the veſſels of his 
Houle before thee.—Thou and thy Lords, thy. 
Wives and thy Concubines, have drunk wine 

in them, and praiſed the gods of filver and_ 
gold, of iron, braſs, and wood, and Rone, 
which ſce not, nor hear, nor know: And the 


*. God, in whoſe hand thy breath 'is, and whoſe 


*c 


are all thy ways, haſt thou 'not olorified. i 


{udden Death was denounced (he now ſaid) by 
the Hand- -writing, to his Majeſty, and Deſtruth- 
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( 354 ) 
on to the Empire: The words he there ſaw, re. 
corded the Sentence and Condemnation : 

MEnz, God hath numbered thy Days. 
Tzxxr, Thou art weighed in the Balance. 
PtrEs, Thy Kingdom is the Medes and Per. 
: ""YAns- 


Belſhazzar cloathed Daniel in purple, he put a 
chain of gold about his neck, and proclaimed him 
third Ruler over all the kingdom of Babylon, 
notwithitanding his ſpeech,* which while it was 
highly eloquent, conveyed the keeneſt reproof, 
and muſt have been received in moſt awful con- 
ſternation. * In that night was Belſhazzar, the 
King of the Chaldzans, flain.” 


The river, their great ſecurity, was drained; 
Cyrus had diverted its courſe by a cut into a nev 
channel ; in that riotous night of revelling and 
drunkennefs, the gate oppoſite the river was left 
open, two bodies of troops croſſed over, ruſhed - 
into the heart of the city, entered the Palace, ſur- 
prized the guard, cut it all to pieces, ſtabbed the 
King, who, ſword in hand, ran forth to meet 
them. wn 


| Belſhazzar had reigned ſeventeen years in Ba- 
| bylon, and with his death ended the Empire oi 


*Speech, Dan, Y.-I7-: 


Aſſyria, 


-. (- 08-*) 
Aſſyria, fulfilling all the Propheſies of Iſaiab, 
Jeremiah, and Daniel, reſpeQing it; and in leſs 
than ſeventy years from the delivery of the firſt 
' Propheſy, and Interpretation of the Dream, and 
Viſion of the Image. 


Daniel's Chronology and Calculations were 
for exaneſs called the Key of Time. He not 
only foretold events which were to happen, but 
the very preciſe time and manner. He lived a 
long and attive life in the Courts and Councils of 
the greateſt Monarchs, a Man of Buſinels, a 
Courtier, and a Stateſman. He had been during 
ive-and-thirty years Prime Miniſter in the Court 
of Babylon, and his. proſperity was conſtant and 
ouriſhing during the reigns of five ſuccelhive 
 Kivgs- Daniel lived through the reign of Da- 
 rius, and during a part of the reign of Cyrus, that 
highly celebrated Prince, propheſied of by Iſaiah 
ſo long before his birth, and named by the Pro- 
phet, who expreſsly calls him Cyrus: adding this 
high prophetic Commendation, ©& Thou art my 
© Shepherd ; he ſhall perform all my defire, ſay- 
* ing to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be built up, and 


* to the Temple, Thy Foundation ſhall be ſurely 
« laid.” TOO 


Darius was fixty-two, when together with Cy- 


rus his kinſman, he overthrew the Aﬀyrian Mo- 
narchy, and conquered Babylon, 


4A 7 2 | Daniel 
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( 356 ) 
Daniel was at that time in Babylon, and he 
was not deprived of his honours. The two Kings 
intended him as their Viceroy, but his firſt ap- 


'pointment was one of the three Chief Rulers of 


the Empire, and three hundred and fixty inferior 


Governors were eleQed under them. After the 


Government had been thus ſettled and confirm- 
ed, Daniel was invited to Ecbatan, and prevailed 


upon to refide in the Court of Perſia, 


He was a man of moſt humane and tender 


feelings ; after one of his Viſions, he ſunk under 
his grief and deſpondency, Daniel fainted and 


fell fick. After certain days (ſays he) I aroſe 


up, and returned to the King's buſineſs. His 


ſickneſs was the natural effe& of diſtreſs, on ac- 
count of his Religion and his Country. He 
foreſaw the future miſery and ſufferings of his 
nation, and he fainted, his countenance changed, 


he ſickened from grief and anxiety. Such affec- 
tionate Repreſentations, exhibit Daniel in a very 
| pleaſing and amiable light, and give an additi- 


onal luſtre and glory to his Charater. He mani- 
feſts the ſame publick ſpirit and love of his Coun- 
try always, Amiable and God-like, no Jeſs emi- 


nent a Patriot and. a Stateſman, than a Pro- 


phet. 
A Jewiſh Captive, thus torn in enidy life from 


his country, and Daniel had now been long in 
the higheſt Poſts of Honour 'in a foreign ſervice, 


yet 
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yet he never once forgot his native home; his 


eyes were uplifted to heaven, his Soul poured 


out in prayer to God, and devout ſupplications | 
for the Pardon, Dane 4; and Reſtoration of bis 
Countrymen. 


The diſtinguifhing honours and partiality of his 


Sovereign, Daniel's own merit and amiable cha- 


rater, and the love and veneration of the peo- 
ple, all of them excited the envy of the Nobles, 
and the Perſian Court. Under the pretence and | 


ſanQtion of Religion and Loyalty, they attempt- 
ed a deep-laid Plot againſt the life of the Fa- 


vourite. They aſſembled together in Council, 
and from thence went up, a numerous body, to the 

Palace. In the Eaſtern ſtile they all paid him ho- 
mage—* King Darius Live for ever”—and car- 
ried up an Addreſs to the King ſoon after his new 
acceſſion. They dutifully requeſted him to iſſue 


by Proclamation, an order for a publick Re- 


joicing and Feſlivity for thirty days; during 
which time, they ſolicited his Majeſty to forbid 
all, and every one of his ſubjeQs, in every part 
of his dominions, to aſk any thing of the Gods, 
« ſave of thee, O King!” the Tranſgreſſor (be 


he who he may) ſhould by the Decree be caſt 
Into the Lions Den, and there. devoured. The. 


King, on being tokd the Petition was offered up 
by a General Aſſembly of all his Nobles, the. 
Preſidents 


LE 2 | 
| Preſidents and Rulers of his People, and knowing 
Daniel was one of the firſt in dignity, the King 
ſeemed fully perſuaded of his being acquainted 
with it. Darius therefore, unwiſely but inno- 
cently afſented to his Peoples requeſh. By a 
publick Edit, the King granted their Petition, 
and forwarded and proclaimed hi: orders through- 
out all Medea. His Majeſty really belieyed it 
an honour his fubje&s, the Princes and Nobles 
of his Court, were conferring upon him, on his 
new acquiſitions and acceſſion. 
In open Violation of this Law, which he had 
no fear of tranſgreſling, Daniel was ſeen publickly 
worſhipping God, at his chamber window, with 
| his face towards Jeruſalem, The Nobles and 
| Rulers having thus gained their point, all met, 
and went up again in a body to the Palace, im- 
_ peached Daniel of High Treaſon, in diſobeying 
the-royal Mandate. Darius now faw plainly their 
obje& and their malice, and that he had been 
unwarily deceived and enſnared. The Laws and 
EdiQs of the Medes and Perſians were IrYTeVOCa- 
ble. The Nobles all afſembled, they were wait- 
ing in the preſence chamber, claiming ſentence 
_ of judgment upon Daniel, and expeCting the 
warrant for execution. | Fes} TOES 
The King was all tears, full of grief and alarm, 
he was diſpleaſed with himſelf for liſtening to 
his flatterers, he laboured until ſun ſet to reſcue. 


his 


7 ( 359 ) 
his favourite, and though compelled at laft to 
' give him up, Darius could not help indulging a 
ſecret hope, that Daniel's God would yet pro- 
tet and preſerve him. The King went out 
himſelf to meet him, to comfort Daniel and en- 
treat him to ſubmit with patience to ſo very hard 
a fate, and fo unalterable a decree. The King 
accompanies him to the mouth of the Den, and 
would not part with him there, until after he had 
himſelf witneſſed his being put in, taken an af- 
fettionate leave, ſaw the door faſt ſhut, and af- 
fixed to it, his own ſeal, the royal ſignet of - 
Medea. Darius then went home, but ſo full of 
grief he could neither eat, drink, nor ſleep. 
Very early in the morning the King aroſe, and 
repaired immediately to the Den, found all his 
ſeals unbroken, he broke them all himſelf, and 
_ opened the door of the firſt entrance, in great 
anxiety. between hope and deſpair, Darius 
| called aloud on Daniel, ** Is thy God able to 
« deliver thee from the mouths of the Lions?” 
yes, O King! replies Daniel, my God hath ſent 
his Angel, and held the Lions mouths. Darius 
overjoyed inſtantly ordered him out, and moſt 
graciouſly embraced Daniel, The Magiſtrates 
and Nobles his accuſers, obſtinately perſiſted in 
aſſerting that the Lions had been ſatiated and 
 over-fed and had on that account refufed to de- 
vour Daniel, Upon this rumour the King com- 

RD.  manded 
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' manded a large portion of fleſh to be thrown into 


the Den, and after the Lions had gorged their 
fill, he ordered his guard to thruft in the Ru- 


lers,  Nobles and accuſers of Daniel, and (con- 
forming to the barbarity of the times) all their 


Wives, Children, and Families. The Lions as 


if almoſt famiſhed, furiouſly fell "ow them all 


and devoured them. 


A -new edi& "od proclamation was now if- 
ſued out, and the King commanded all and 
every one of his ſubjeas throughout all his 


| Kingdom, to fall down and reverentially to 


worſhip the God of Daniel. And Daniel was 


More and more beloved, honoured and eſteemed, 


the firſt favourite in the Court of Perſia. 


At Ecbatan the Metropolis of Perſia, Daniel 
at his own expence ereated a Tower of great 
magnificence and beauty, a Mauſoleum for the 


Royal Family, it was a grateful tribute for the 
| honours they had done him, and the cuſtody of 
It was always entruſted to a Jewiſh Prieſt. 


Advanced in years which he had ſpent in uſe. | 


fulneſs, devotedneſs to God, and the higheſt 


earthly honours, acquired and maintained in peri- 
lous and very critical times, under a variety of 


changes, from early life even to old age, and be- 


yond 


= 


» 
* 
II 
F 
8 
4 
78 
8 
8 
"1 
= 
= 
oc 
$7 
-— 
*—s 
by - 
= 
1238 
2 - 
TM 
-, * C 
bf 
= 
Iv 
b- 
iy L 
EL 
= 
5 20 
A 
b 
=* 
of 
by 
"8 
4 <8 
= 
"= 
be 
" = 
W 
= 
"4 ” 
A 
4.5 
EL 
a4 
2x8 
ms” 
0 
—_ 
h 4 
E 4% 7 
"I 
1 
NA = 
=. 
Dy. "v 
= 
hb 
=£ 
--y 
= 
Be. 
-* 
bo f: 
3s 
pe 
8, 
bf: 
y 
8 
4% 
FE 
= F. 
72 
= 
4 
2 
I” 4 


M0 


SY, 


N Pe OE TREO 2 
5 x hordes Colne 
4® 2M NM EZ) Chg ba oa 

A as Sans - 


( 304 } 


yond the ſeventy years captivity, full of days, 


| piety and honours, Daniel died in the Palace of 


Shuſhan, in the Capital of Perſia, and he is ſaid to 
be lain by himſelf in the Royal Sepulchre. 


The Hiſtory of the Prophet Daniel, commen- 
ces from the firſt Capture of Jeruſalem, by Ne- 
buchadnezzar King of Babylon, at which time 
he was carried off with the young Princes, the 


| beautiful and choiceſt youth, and flower of their 


Nobility. As he lived beyond the Captivity, in 
the very firſt year of the reign of Cyrus, Da- 
niel warmly intereſted himſelf, and pointed out to 


| that Prince all the Propheſies reſpefling the 


Jews; upon which, Cyrus immediately publiſhed 
an Edit for their releaſe, offering them all, and 
every one, the liberty of returning to their own 
country, to rebuild the City of Jeruſalem and 
their Temple. Daniel after this prophelied the 


laſt and final Deſtruction of this ſo highly-fa- 


voured City, and the total extinion of the Jew-. 
iſh Commonwealth by the Romans, 


The Stile of the Prophet Daniel is clear, con- 
ciſe, and penſive, yet flowing with all the eaſe of 
hiſtorical Narration; his Chronology is moſt ex- 
act, his Propheſfies explicit, and very diſtinct as 
to order and time; they all depend on one ano- 
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ther ; the eaſieſt to be underſtood is the firſt, the 
Prophet has explained them himſelf, his meaning 


1s moſt clearly expreſſed; and after the firſt, in 
each ſucceeding one, ſomething new is added. 


Our Saviour himſelf quotes Daniel as a Pro- 
phet, and before the Jewiſh Doftors, who were 
always ready enough to cavil, and had a fair op- 
portunity of diſavowing the teſtimony. The ex- 
| at accompliſhment of his Propheſies, as well 
| _ thoſe which have been already fulfilled, as thoſe 
! which are now viſibly fulfilling, atteſt the truth, 
_ and prove undeniably his Prophetic Knowledge 

and Veraclty. 


RR 

| The firft Chapters of the Book of Daniel, are 
j | hiſtorical. A relation of the King's Dreams— 
| SY The ignorance of the Magicians—Sentence of 
| death paſſed on them—Their elcape—Daniel's 
| Interpretations of the King's Dream, after he had 
informed him of what it was he dreamt—The 
King's aſtoniſhment, and Eaſtern modes of con- 


| ferring Honours—Daniel's new dignities, and 
| appointment to polts of honour in the Court of 
| Babylon. 
Nebuchadnezzar writes himſelf the fourth 
| Chapter, tells his own ſtory, relates his awful 


' Pream, Daniel's Interpretation, the event which 
had ſo humiliatingly taken place, and its aftual 
| accom- 


(2-7; 
accompliſhment. The King concludes, with A 
grateful commemoration of his Recovery, re- 
eſtabliſhment in his Kingdom, and devout ac- 
knowledgment of God's Providence and Goed- 


'neſs. Some little time before his death, Nebu- 


chadnezzar informed his Nobles of a Viſion he 
had ſeen. A mule ((he ſaid) ſhould come from 
out of Perſia, and impoſe ſervitude upon Baby- 
lon, his Coadjutor ſhould be a Mede, the boaſt 
of the Aſſyrians. Cyrus is believed to be that 


Mule, he was born of parents of different nati- 


ons, the Mother the better, the Father the mean- 


er; ſhe was a Mede, and the daughter of a King, 
hea Perſian, and ſubjett tothe Medes. The fifth 
_ Chapter contains a very intereſting narrative; King 


Belſhazzar's profane Feaſt, the awful Hand-writing 
on the wall, Daniel's wiſe and manly Reproof, 


his Speech and explanation of the Hand-writing, 


together with the ſad and fatal Hiſtory of its Ac-. 
compliſhment. A ſtory ſo well told, almoſt 


makes you one of the Gueſts, and ſeats you in 


the Banqueting Hall. The ſimplicity with which 


this tragic ſcene 1s related, and with which it con- 


cludes, characterizes all the writings of the Sacred 
Hiſtorians. £ 


* In that night was Belſhazzar the King of the 
« Chaldzans ſlain.” 


The fixth Chapter is OT own Hiſtory, 


King Darius performs Belſhazzar's promiſe and 
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appoints Danie] to the third poſt of honour in 
the Kingdom of Babylon. Next to the Blood 
Royal, the firſt was, General of the Army, the 
ſecond, Preſident of the Palace, the third, Pre- 
fident of the land and Provinces. The Hiſtory 
then records the Envy Daniel's high promotion 
excited ; the enfſnaring Petition of the Nobles ; 
the Edi& againſt Prayer; Daniel's Piety, his 
ſteady and virtuous perſeverance; the execution 


_ of the cruel ſentence, and God's merciful and 


miraculous reſcue of his Prophet. Alter this, 
you read the King's anxiety, his checks of con- 
ſcience, his early viſit, at day-break, to the Li- 
on's Den, his breaking the Seals, and the joy be 


expreſſed at DaniePs fafety. Then follows the 
| Judgment pronounced on his Accuſers, they were _ 


all thrown into the Lions Den, and (conforming 


to the arbitrary cuſtoms of the Tyrants of the 


Eaſt) their whole families, their innocent wives 
and children, were caſt in with them. 
The Chapter concludes, with a new Decree, i in 


honour of the God of Daniel. 


In Eaſtern pride, and magnificence, arrogating 
univerſality. King Darius wrote unto all peo- 
ple, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 
earth. © I make a Decree, that men trem- 


© hle and fear before the God of Daniel; He 


« is the living God ; his dominion ſhall be ever 
« to 
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« to the end; He hath delivered Daniel from 
« the power of the Lions,” 


The fix laſt Chapters are Propheſies. The 
Viſion of wild Beaſts, and the Throne of God. 
What was revealed to King Nebuchadnezzar 
reſpe&Qing the four great Monarchies, Babylon, 
Perſia,. Greece and Rome, 1s here again ex- 
preſsly told to Daniel, forty-eight years after. 
The repreſentation of four fierce wild Beaſt, out 
of a ſtormy tempeſtuous ſea, is emblematical of 
bloody wars and the commotions of the World. 
The Lion with Eagles wings (denoting its fwift- 
neſs) and the others were Eaftern Hieroglyphics 
and very uſual figures on their monuments and 
Altars; and the Throne of God is a Metaphor 


| borrowed from the awful Solemnities of a Court 


of Judicature, and taken from the grand Sanhe- 


. drim of the Jews. Thus far the Book is wrote 


in the Chaldee letter, henceforward Daniel 


writes In the Hebrew tongue, 


The eighth Chapter relates a Viſion five hun- 
dred and fifty-three years before Chriſt. The 
fate of Babylon was already known, and the 


Empire drawing towards its final concluſion. 


This Chapter relates the ſecond viſion, and what 
in a preceeding Viſion was compared to a Bear, 


1s here prefigured by a Ram, and the two horns 


repre- 
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repreſent the Empire of the Medes and Perſians. 
The royal enſign of the Perfians was always the 
Ram, and the He Goat the Arms of Macedon. 


The ninth Chapter contains a Prayer for the 
Reſtoration of Iſrael, and the anſwer to the 
Prayer, by the Angel Gabriel, is eſteemed the 
cleareſt Prophely of the Meſſiah, in all the 
Books of the old Teſtament, and it exhibits the 
nobleſt, ftrongeſt, afid moſt unequivocal proof of 
Chriſtianity; it determines preciſely the exa&t 
time of our Saviour's birth, his entry upon his 
Miniſtry—his being cut off, but not for him-_ 
ſelf—the deſtruction of the Jews which was to 


follow—their ceaſing even to be a Nation—the 
new covenant and ſpread of the Goſpel, in, 


and by the Meſſiah. 


The three laſt Chapters relate a Viſion two 


years after the former, In the third. year of 
Cyrus, King of Perſia, Danie] ſaw. the Viſion 


recorded in the tenth Chapter and he deſcribes 
the effeQts it had upon him, together with the awful 
viſit of Gabrie], the Angel ſent from God ta 


comfort him, at which time Daniel muſt have 


been upwards of ninety. 


In the eleventh Chapter, the ſame times, and 


many of the ſame events are enumerated, as 


were 
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Were foretold by the Prophet Ezekiel, who was 


_ .cotemporary with Daniel, and theſe are Prophe- 
ies which remain yet unfulfilled. 


| The predi&tions, are wonderful and told with ele 
gant ſimplicity, they exhibit Daniel as a great and 


enlightened Prophet, Events, many of them ac- 


tually accompliſhed, and others, as to time and 
manner and place ſo exaaly foretold, have oc- 
calioned ſome (who ſtudy to reſiſt their evidence) 
to repreſent them, as related ſubſequent to the 


tranſactions, which they ſo faithfully deſcribe 


and prophetically record. They extend from 


| the firſt eſtabliſhment of the Perſian Empire, 
five hundred and thirty years before Chriſt, 


through a long length of ſucceſſive ages to the laſt 


and general Reſurreftion, when He, our Saviour 


and Lord, ſhall again appear—* To judge the 


World in Righteouſneſs,” 


The Author of the Book of Feelehiaticus 1s 


wholly filent, but Ezekiel repeatedly makes the 


moſt honourable mention of Daniel, extolling 


the piety and. wiſdom ot this bighly favoured 


Prophet. 


Our Saviour, before the Jewith Tas 


expreſsly ſtiles him Daniel the Prophet, and the 
Angel Gabriel when he delivered his Commiſſion 


always addreſſed him as a Man GREATLY B E= 
- LOVED. 


Daniel 


( 368 ) 
Daniel penned his own Prophefies, he wrote 
a ſad and mournful Hiſtory of the ſufferings and 


calamities of his Countrymen, many years be- 
fore the events took place, and this Prophet 


fignally names the Romans, as the future Con- 


querors, and final Deſtroyers of the Ops the 


Temple and the APE. | 
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ON THE 
BOOKS OF THE 
TWELVE 


LESSER PROPHETS. 


HOSEA.. _ h. NAHUM. 

JOEL. | HABAKKUK. 

AMOS. | ZEPHANIAH. 

OBADIAH, HAGG AI. 

JONAH. | ZECHARIAU. 
| MALACHI. 


MICAH. 
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H I S Prophet was the Son of Beeri, and 


the moſt ancient of them all except the Pro- 


pher Jonah. 


| Hoſea ——dibed in the reign of Jeroboam the 


ſecond, and under the reigns of five ſucceeding 


Monarchs, and he lived in Samaria. 


, .\ reading the Propheſfies, you will readily 
diſtinguiſh them to have been wrote under very 


different reigns ; the three firſt Chapters, during 
the reign of Jeroboam the ſecond; the fourth in 
the inter-regnum which ſucceeded it; a part of 


the fifth Chapter was wrote in the reign of Me- 
nahem, and all the remainder in the reigns. of 


Pekah and Hoſhea. 


In one continued ſtrain of inveRive, the Pro- 
phet declaims againſt the idolatry and fins of I: 


rael; He expoſes with a zealous warmth the im- 


plety of Idol worſhip, the Gods eretted at Bethel | 


Bbb 32. _— and 
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and Bethhaven ; calling loudly alſo on Judah to 


1ſhun Offences ſo obnoxious, Pollutions ſo infa- 


mous and abominable. The Prophet Hoſea, in 

poetic fiction, eloquently tells them, © They were 
* ſowing to the wind, and they ſhould reap the 
« whirlwind.” Many of his Prediions are very 
awful warnings and ſevere threats; but Hoſea, in 
others, highly conſoles them, by foretelling the 
Reſtoration of his countrymen here, and a final 
Happineſs hereafter. He propheſies of the call- 


| ing of our Saviour out of Egypt; his Reſurrec=- 


tion on the third Day; the amazing terror and 


_ conſternation of a Judgment-day. Thus, amidft 


the denunciations of wrath, the Prophet revives 
them, by the dawn and expeQation of Bleffings 


' yet in ſtore; animates them by the glorious proſ- 


pea and full aſſurance of a Ranſom from the 


grave; a Redemption from death, in order to en-. 
courage them in the purſuit of righteouſneſs, 


and engage them the worſhip of Jehovah. 


The Prophet Hoſea was a cotemporary with 
Amos and ]oel; he maintained his dignity and | 
high prophetic office almoſt ninety years; and 


| there are many paſſages in Jeremiah and Ezekiel, 


which ſeem to have been borrowed from the Pro- 


 phet Hoſea. During the younger part of his life, 


under the reign of the Second Jeroboam, the 
people were very corrupt and Idolaters; per- 
_ ſuafively 
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ſuafively the Prophet reaſons, reproves, and eyen 


threatens them; and as his life and uſefulneſs 
_ vere ſo long lengthened out, the Puniſhments he. 


had foretold and threatened them with, and ſo 
very earneſtly warned them againſt, were moſt of 
them inflicted; events, this pious and good man 


feelingly and very pathetically laments. Hoſea 


had propheſied the DeſtruQtion of the ten Tribes 
of Iſrael; the city of Samaria, its capital, was 
beſieged and taken in the days of the Prophet ; 
Hoſea was himſelf an eye-witneſs to it ; the inha- 
bitants were made captive, and the Prophet con- 


fined in a priſon. Theſe Prophelies were col. 


lefted together, without Date or Divitions, they 


_ are Writings of very great Antiquity, and necel- 


farily ſome of them obſcure. 


The ſtyle of Hoſea is poetic, conciſe, and ſen- 
tentious, peculiar to himſelf, and to the age he 


lived in. 


Try 


' THE SECOND OF THE LESSER PROPHETS WAS, 


LOGS. CE 


fn Prophet was the Son of Pethuel, and 
of the Tribe of Reuben; cotemporary 
- with the Prophet Hoſea, and a native of Beth- 
\  horon, 


= 


Joel zealouſly warm calls paſſionately on all his 
Countrymen to repent, but he intermixes with his - 
| threats moſt encouraging promiſes both of tem- 
_ poral bleſſings and celeſtial rewards, among the 
former he foretells the reſtoration of Iſrael, and 
he deſcribes minutely the puniſhments | which 
would hereafter be inflicted on its adyerſaries. 


The Prophet earneſtly preſſes upon them the 
uſe of proper means. * Santtify a faſt, call ye 
** a folemn aſſembly, gather together the Elders, 
* all the Inhabitants of the Jand, to the houſe of 


ch. Your 
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* your God, and cry unto the Lord ;” again, 
and again in the ſecond Chapter. © Blow up 
« the trumpet in Zion—Call an aſſembly—pro- 
« claim a ſolemn Faſt—let the Miniſters and 
{© Prieſts weep before the Altar, cry aloud to 
« God, ſpare thy People, O God!” and Joel 
_ encourages them by the kindeſt promiſes, that 
the Lord will anſwer them, will ſave them, He 

will be jealous for his land, the Lord will 
pity his People. | 


Elegant and animated is the Style of the Pro- 
phet Joel, his two firſt Chapters perſpicuous, 
ſublime, highly deſcriptive and poetic, abound- 
ing with metaphors and beautiful allufions ; the 
third which is the laſt Chapter foretells the 
judgments God was about to inflict upon the 
enemies of his People, and future bleſſings on 
the Church under the pleaſing. and Poetic em- 
blems of a Golden Age. 
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ion a gatherer of Sycamore fruit, at Tekoa, 


which bappened in the year of the World three 


Second. 


HIS Prophet the third of the Leſſer Pro- 
phets, was a Shepherd, and at fruit Sea- 


twelve miles ſouth of Jeruſalem. 


Two years before the tremendous earthquake 


thouſand two hundred and twenty-one and ſeven 
hundred and eighty-three years before the birth 
of our Saviour Amos began to propheſy, and in 
the latter part of the reign. of Jeroboam the 


The Prophet's commiſſion ran, to go and Pro- 
pheſy concerning Syria, the Philiſtines, Tyre, 
Edom, Ammon and Moab, but moſt expreſs 
againſt Iſrael; the judgments the Prophet de- 
nounces are tremendous and full of horror, they 
threaten the total overthrow and deftrution of _ 
thoſe Kingdoms, and a little more than ſixty 

Foury 
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. years afterwards, Samaria was beſieged, its 
_ Capital taken, its Inhabitants carried away Cap- 
tive, and as the Prophet Iſajah had foretold, 


Iſrael was broken from being "Oy , more a Peo- 
ple. 


The types and emblems of the Prophet Amos 
are ſuitably choſe, highly fanciful and pic- 
tureſque, under the figure and repreſentation of 
 Graſs-hoppers, devouring the herbage and the 
fruit; a furious Fire ravaging all before it; a 
Plumbet-line; a tottering Wall in the moment of 


tumbling, and burying in its ruins all the Idol 
Gods of Lrael. 


An doldons Prieſt, EN Amaziah, ich 
malice and angry warmth, accuſed the Prophet 
Amos before the King, upon which he was com- 
' manded to leave the country. ' As the Prophet 
ſet out on. his journey, he moſt ſtrikingly ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to Amaziah, and denounced this 
ſevere and very heavy judgment at parting ; 
Thy Wife ſhall become an open Proftitute; 
thy Sons and thy Daughters flain, thou thyſelf 
ſhail be carried Captive into a foreign land, 
« and thou {halt die- there.” It was not very 
long after this very awful prediftion, the Ten - 


Tribes of Iſraelwere all carried away Captive In- 
' to Allyria. 


29; 36, + Cco Tekoa 


( 378 ) 


' Tekoa lay on the borders of a great wilderneſs, ' 


and the Prophet Amos drew many of his images 


and alluſions from the fierce and terrific, wild and 


boiſterous ſcenes of Nature, Lions and Beaſts of 


prey, objeAts He was converſant with, ſometimes 
pointing to awful ſigns in the Heavens, by all 
which he excited attention, and rouſed the moſt. 
indolent ; beſides this the Prophet Amos addrefſed 
them with a manly eloquence, and with an affeti- 
onate tenderneſs he conſoles Iſrael by adding, God 
will not utterly deſtroy his People, after clean- 


fing and fifting them, a bleſſed diſpenſation 


would in time moſt certainly ſucceed, with ſe- 


_ curity, abundance and peace. 


The Prophet's whole compoſition is elegant, 


| lofty and animated, although his life had been 
principally ſpent in rural occupations and a Cot- 


| Chapters x. xi. xv. 


THY 


' THE FOURTH OF THE LESSER PROPHETS IS, 


© E litetal meaning of the name is a Servant 

= of God. This Prophet's Nation, Tribe, 
Family, and place of abode are altogether un- 
known. Obadiah ſeems a cotemporary with 
the Prophet Jeremiah. and he propheſies the 
ſame events and denunciations againſt Edom, 
which Jeremiah had expreſsly foretold, Judg- 
ments which were all fulfilled. Obadiah's Pro- 

pheſy is confined to only two ſubje&s, and 1s 
_ contained in one ſingle Chapter, very awful 
_ threatenings againſt Edom, and the capture and 
deſtruQion of Jeruſalem by the Aﬀſyrian Mo- 
narch, 


The Chapter unfolds a very intereſting ſcene, 
.and it is a highly inſtruQive lefſon againſt ill- 
founded Exultation, and Human Confidenee. 
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THE MOST ANCIENT OF ALL THE PROPHETS | 


WHO HAVE PUBLISHED THEIR PROPHE= 
SIES, 1S 


1.08 & H, 


T* I S Prophet is placed the fifth among the 
lefſer Prophets, notwithſtanding his being 
the moſt ancient of them all. 


He is ſuppoſed to have propheſied i in the latter 


end of the reign of Jehu, or the beginning of the 


reign of Jehoahaz, ſoon after Hazae), the Syrian 
Monarch, had fo ſorely OppreTieg Irael. 


Jonah's Commiſſion ran, © Go ds the 


« Deſtruftion of Nineveh.” Inſtead of obcying, 
the Prophet purpoſely to avoid the Orders given 


him, ſet out a voyage a dire& contrary way. A 
ſudden moſt tremendous ſtorm brought about 
his diſcovery. In order to allay the tempeſt, the 
mariners threw him over-board. The Provi- 
dence of God ſo ordered it, a huge Whale ſwal- 
lowed. 


-- —( ME] 
lowed up Jonah. In the immenſe belly of this 
Monſter, the Prophet was ſafely lodged three 


days and three nights, and then diſgorged upon 
the ſands on the Sea ſhore, 


A Miracle fo altomiſhing, brought to mind the. 
Prophet's diſobedience, impreſſed him with a 
ſenſe of his paſt danger, and the Interpoſition of 
God in his wonderful eſcape. The Prophet un- 
dertook his j Journey now 1n right earneſt. 


Jonah was the ſon of Amittai, of the Tribe of 
Z.ebulon, and born in the city of Gath-hoper, i 
' Galilee. It was here he received his oful 
Commiſſion to go Envoy to Nineveh. At that. 
time Nineveh was the Capital of all the Eaſt, the 
greateſt City of the greateſt Empire in the world, 
magnificently built on the Banks of the T: gris, 
Metropolis of Aſlyria, 


Againſt this proud and lofty city, the Prophet 
denounced a heavy and moſt tremendous Judg- 
ment. In the midſt of the high ſtreets of Nine- 

\ veh, Jonah opens his Commiſſion, and delivers 

his awful Meflage to the inhabitants; and the 

Prophet aſſigns the reaſons why he was ſent; God 

| had noticed their rapacity, cruelty, and opprel- 

ſion, their groſs impiety and idolatry. Severe 
and ſignally terrifying were the Threatenings, awful 

' the Denunciations he pronounced. It was flaxty 

* miles 
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miles around the city walls, and three days jour- 
ney acroſs, On the evening of the firſt day, the 
Prophet began, and loudly uttered his very 
alarming Propheſy.—** Yet forty days, and Ni- | 
* neveh will be deſtrayed.” —The ſtriking ſo- 


lemnity with which the Prophet delivered his mel-_ 


ſage, the highly intereſting and important event 


it foretold, excited conſternation and aſtoniſh- 


ment, and drew an immenſe croud around him. 
Wonderful was the change the Prophet's Meſſage 
wrought on the inhabitants; awe and ſurprize led 
them to refleQtion, penitence, ſelf-abaſement ; 


King and People humbled themſelves before 

God; they put on ſackcloth and aſhes on their 

head, they cried right earneſtly to God, on which 
the doom of Nineveh was delayed for a time. 


Jonah's Propheſy holds up to view a ſtriking 


inſtance of God's mercy to penitent and return- 
ing ſinners; and the Prophet 1s a ſingular Type 


of our Saviour's Burial and Reſurrection, ac- 
knowledged and referred to by our Saviour him- 
Tell, - © Se , 


Jonah would not believe ſo oreat a King, ſo 
immenſely populous a city, would hearken to. 
him, or mind any thing he had to fay ; but in 
caſe they ſhould, they might ſeize and impriſon 


or puniſh him; and ſuppole he ſhould even 


bring 


( 388. } 

bring about a Reformation, by repenting, they 
might avert the judgments he had uttered, and he 
might be condemned as a falſe Prophet. Theſe 
ſuggeſtions puzzled Jonah, weakly ſolicitous for 
his own reputation, more than for the Glory of 
God, or the Preſervation of a Kingdom. Afﬀeer 
a Miracle had convinced the Prophet, and ſet 
him on his work, and he had made ſome progreſs 
in it, Jonah grows paſſionate, betrays much im- 
patience, and he will die. God condeſcends to 
reaſon with his Prophet, ſpares and pardons him, 
as well as Nineveh. This Hiſtory 1s wonderful, 
the Prophet's charaQer inſtruttive and entertain- 
_ Ing; a paſliooate fiery temper, but a good heart, 
very obſtinate, but 1 Ingenuous, and open to con- 
viction. £ 
"I'VE Propheſy of Jonah i is a plain, and file 
narrative, except the Prophet's prayer, which 
forms a highly beautiful and very ſublime Ode. 
This is the firſt time we read of a Prophet 
ſent to reform a Gentile Nation, and was ſurely 
a hopeful prelude to God's granting. them, in 

ſome future time, repentance unto life, 
Some diſputes have aroſe reſpeQing the Whale 
which ſwallowed up the Prophet, the Hebrew 
_ word ſignifies a large fiſh, and ſome years ago on 
' the Coaſt of Portugal, a fiſh was caught by run- 
ning aſhore, in whoſe mouth when ſtretched, a 


Man could ſtand upright. 
THE 
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THE SIXTH OF THE LESSER PROPHETS, WAS 


M4-C:A 4. 


T a Village near the City Eleutheropolis, 
named Moralti, in the Southern part of 


| Judah lived the Prophet Micah, he propheſied 


under Jotham, and in the reigns of Ahaz and 


Hezekiah, a cotemporary with Iſaiah, and a 


little before the Prophet Jeremiah who often 


and exprelsly quotes him. 


The Prophet Micah's commiſſion ran, to go 
preach to the two Kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael, 
and he denounces very ſevere and heavy judg- 


' ments on them both, and the Prophet executed 


his prophetic office with high animation and 


Zeal. He foretold the invaſion of Iſrael and 


Judah by Shalmaneſer and Senna-Cherib, the 


 Conqueſts and Triumph of both, The Captivi- 


ties of Iſrael and Judah, and deliverance of the 
| lattey 


( 385 ) 
Hatter; their diſperſion; the ceſlation of Propheſy ; 
the overthrow of Aﬀyria; and Babylon, its proud 
and lofty Capital; the birth of our Saviour at 
Bethlehem Ephratah ; exaltation of Chriſt's 
Kingdom; and the fad deſtruftion of Jeruſalem _ 
and the Temple. This laſt prediQion is ſaid to 
have ſaved the life of the Prophet Jeremiah, for 
on boldly uttering this Propheſy, Jeremiah was 
impriſoned, condemned, and would have been 
put to death, had it not appeared the Prophet 
Micah had foretold the ſame event a hundred 
years before; highly eloquent is the Prophet's 
language ; forcible, wiſe and comprehenſive his 
reaſoning. © He hath ſhewed thee, O man, 
* what is good; and what doth the Lord 
* require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to 
© love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy | 
« God!” And our Saviour condeſcends to 
adopt the language of this Prophet, in one of his | 
converſations with his Diſciples. EE: 


f you read over the Hiſtory of Iſrael and Ju- 
dah, from their firſt divifion, Ifraels Revolt and 
| Apoſtacy, and the Hiſtory of Judah, under the 
reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah; the Hif- 
tory of 1frael, under the reigns of Zechariah, 
Shallum, Menahem, Pekah, and Hoſea; the 
diſcourſes of the Prophet are wonderfully ſuited 
to the temper of theſe times, the diſpoſition and 
Een OS . My 
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| ( 386 ) 
corruptions of the people he lived among. Under 
moſt of theſe reigns, the impiety, obſtinacy, and 
is wickedneſs here reproved and threatened by the 


Prophet, were prevalent; and it was during the 
life-time of Micah, that the judgments he had 
foretold, were many of them inflifted, and in the 
very manner the Prophet had deſcribed, with 
{word, peſtilence, famine, diſperſion, and capti- 


J TL vity._ Micah lived to ſee Iſrael made, as he had 
| predifted, a Deſolation and a Hifling ; for the 
| Prophet ſurvived the ruins of this dead kingdom 
ten years. Judah's calamity, as ſurely, but more 
þ ſlowly, followed; within one hundred and thir- 
| | ty-three years, Jeruſalem and the Temple were 
j deſtroyed, its numerous inhabitants, King and 
I People, carried captive to Babylon. 

þ Z ; ' In the fifth Chapter, you read a ſignal Prophe- 
| fy, of the birth of our Saviour, together with 
1 Is | the wide extended Spread of his kingdom. And 
| in the ſixth, a pathetic and highly animated con- 
s; _ troverſy, exhibiting God's goodneſs, affeionately 
| condeſcending to reaſon with his people, con- 


vince them of their ignorance, and reprove their 
injuſtice and idolatry. | This Prophet concludes 
with the ſweeteſt encouragement to his country- 
men, amounting to a full aſſurance of mercy to 
the penitent, the proteQion and the bleſſing of 
EI any: :-2 4: the 


E. 387 Þ: 


the Almighty. © He will turn again, he will have 
* compathon on his People.” 


The Prophet Micah's ſtyle is elegant and lofty, 
and comes neareſt to the ftyle of Iſaiah; conciſe 
but comprehenſive, highly animated and poetic. 


THE SEVENTH OF THE LESSER PROPHETS, IS 


NOx H U M. 


T H E name of this Prophet betokens_ Com- = 
fort ; and it was very probably given him, 
. on account of the good tidings which he brought 
to Judah. A total deſtruction of Nineveh, at 


that time the Capital of Aﬀſyria, their very For- 
midable Enemy, 


Nahum was born in a ſmall village in \ Galilee, 
his family unknown; he preceded the Prophets 
Jeremiah and Ezckiel, and prophehied about the 

D d of g.- , year 
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year of the world three thouſand two hundred and 
eighty-three. | 


Nahum lived in the reign of Hezekinh, and 
about ninety years later than Jonah. He forctold 
| the death of Senna-Cherib, the Aﬀyrian Mo- 
narch, and with perſuaſive eloquence the Prophet 
calls loudly on Judah to repent. © Keep thy fo- 
< lemn Feaſts, O Judah! perform thy vows! the 
« wicked ſhall no more pals over thee, he is utterly 
« caſt off,” Moſt tremendous and alarming the 
Prophet paints, and in glowing colours, the 
overthrow and deſtruttion of Nineveh. She 
i was then in all her glory and proſperity, the 
= proudeſt, loftieſt City in the world, the Court 
= | of the Aﬀyrian Empire. The moment is 
F ſtrikingly marked for her ruin and abolition, 
| ſublimely and moſt awfully the Prophet an- 
| NounceS it. © Jehovah himſelf proclaims Free- 
« dom to his people from the Aſſyrian yoke—an- 
*« nounces Himſelf the ruin of the mighty City— 
«« Jehovah heads the armies marching to beliege 
it, ſtriking them with terror and conſternation— 
It is He delivers up the city, its inhabitants, its 
treaſures, into the mercileſs hands of rapacious 
and inſatiable plunderers.* The Prophet next 
relates the vengeance of Jehovah; the inſtru- 
| ments he makes uſe of; the Medes and Babylo- 
nians ; their arms and dreſs; their approach to 
the walls; the inundation of the river; the cap- 
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ture of Nineveh; the cries, lamentations, flight 
of its inhabitants ; the amazing Terror of a City 
in the moment of deſtruftion. © Woe to the 
* bloody city; I hear the craſh of the whip, _the 
© rattling of the wheels, and the bounding of the 
© chariots; 1 ſee the ſpear and the bright ſword, 
© the ſhield is all blood, the valiant are in ſcar- 
© let” Full of majeſty and grandeur is the ſtyle 
of the Prophet Nabum. * The Lord (ſays he) 
* hath his way in the whirlwind, and the clouds 
«© are the duſt of his fect,” Thus awful and 
ſublime is his language, and the Prophet confines 
bimſelf almoſt wholly to this ſingle event; except 
his appeal and exhortation to Judah, contained 
in one verſe in the firſt Chapter, all the reſt of 
the Prophely, is one entire, beautiful Ode, full of 
fire, the boldeſt colouring, a- moſt tremendous 
Revolution. The exordium on the Juſtice, 
Power, and Majeſty of God, is a truth TOVINety 
told and with Divine Magnificence. 


About ſixty years after this highly kat Pro- 
pheſy. Nineveh was beheged, taken, and totally 
deſtroyed. In the ſecond century afterwards, no 
traces of this proud City remained, and now its 
very Situation is unknown. 1 
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TP #75 Prophet was the eighth of the leſſer 
Prophets, and lived at the ſame period, and 


_ during the ſame reigns, as the Prophet Jeremiah. 
He foretels the Deſtrugion of and Jeru- 
falem by the Chaldzans. 


The Prophet Habakkuk, when he came ſeri. 


ouſly to refle& and reaſon with himſelf on the 


Prophefies he had delivered, was wonderfully 


' agitated and perplexed. He daily witneſſed, and 


names often his ſarprize, at the ſeeming inequality 


inthe ways of Providence, admitting the afflittions 


and ſufferings of good men, and the not unfre. 
quent proſperity of the wicked. The Chaldz- 
ans, he ſaw, ſo notorious for impiety, triumphed 
and trampled over Judah, a Nation and People. 


fo much more worthy than them; but the Pro- 


phet was afterwards commiſſioned to foretel that 


$ Name a  Wreſter or Grapler, | 
EE: © 
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the Medes and Perſians ſhould, for the very ſame 
crimes, puniſh and be a ſevere ſcourge to the. 
_ Chaldzans. Afterwhich, with ſteady faith, and fer- 
vent prayer, the Prophet Habakkuk addreſſes him- 
ſelf to God, gratefully recounting his many mer- 
cies, and ſaithfulneſs to his People, impreſſing it on 
their memories as a ſure foundation of their hope, 
_ and a pattern for their praiſe under every dif- 
treſs, and the darkeſt diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence. With all the enthuſiaſm and warmth of in- 
fpired piety, Habakkuk avowedly profeſſes his 
reliance on Jehovah, a confidence which no fu- 
ture change, event, or circumſtance, ſhould ever 
| ſhake or leſſen. 

By his Prophetic office Habakkuk was 1 
'in the moſt ſtriking . manner, to deſcribe the 
haughty proweſs and grandeur of Afſyria, their 
victories, fiercenels and rapidity, and afterwards 
co contraſt the ſcene, and repreſent their down- 
fal and deſtruction. He expatiates on the pride 
of Chaldza, its impiety, falſe confidence and 
idolatry, and propheſies the humiliation, ſufferings 
and even the inſanity of their haughty Monarch. 


The third Chapter 3 is a Song of ſublimity and 
beauty, abounding with figures awfully deſcrip- 
tive; the Prophet concludes with a pleaſing Pic- 
ture of domeſtic life, a pious good man conſo- 
ling and enjoying himſelf jn full aſſurance of 
Safety under the Divide ProteQion, even while 


formidable 


OE TOO Re yn Toe TRACEY ths 


( 392 


formidable Armies er Judza and laid 


waſte all the land of Promiſe. 


* Although the 8 tree ſhall not Hlothom, 


«* neither ſhall fruit be on the vines, the labour 


© of the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall 
*« yield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from 
* the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the 
* ftalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
« joy in the God of my Salvation. The Lord 
« God 1s my {trength, he will make me to walk 
** upon my Dy places. = 


A 


ZEPHANTA NH, 


HIS Prophet was the laſt ſent to Judah 

- before the Captivity, and the ninth of the 
Lefler Prophets. Zephaniah was the Son of 
'Cuſhi, and Grandſon of Gedaliah, and he pro- 
Pheſied in the reign of King Joſiah. He ex- 
preſsly foretold the Captivity of Judah, and 
| | | names 
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names the Country to which they were all to be 
carried. With great zeal, and earneſtneſs, the 
Prophet calls on Judah to repent; he is ſuppoſed 
to haye been of the blood royal, and to have 
billed ſome high and very eminent Stationg with 
dignity and authority Zephaniah reproves 
Princes, their Children, Nobles and Magiſtrates, 
reminding them of their duty, and noticing their 
ſinful cuſtoms, faſhions, and opprefſions. Very 
_ wiſely, and afteQionately, the Prophet points out 
to them the ſad example of -many who have been 
ruined altogether by iniquities like theirs. 


Zephaniah foretold the deſtruQtion of Nineveh, 
which fell out in the year of the world three 
thouſand three hundred and ninety-two; and he 
prophelſies the coming of the Meſſiah ; the call of 
the Gentiles; that amidſt all their troubles, now 
about to commence, their waſting wars, and hea- 
vy judgments, a Remnant ſhould be always pre- 
ſerved. The Prophet enumerates the Judgments 
which were ſo ſoon to overtake them; they _ 
ſhould go into captivity ; be carried away to Ba- 
bylon; after ſeventy years they ſhould return, 
and be again re-eſtabliſhed as a Nation and a 
People. He expatiates largely upon the pro- 
miſes made them, and the ſure mercy of God to 
_ all the truly penitent; and then winds up his Pro- 
pheſies, earneilly exhorting his countrymen to 

NO LIt. 4c. __ thank- 


( 394 ) 


] thankfulneſs, a grateful remembrance of paſt mer- 

' cies, and a firm reliance- on God ; although he is 
4 now angry with them for their fins, God will 
4 not be unmindful of his Covenant and his 
| People. : 

b The ſecond chapter is a lively animated paint- 
b ing, and in glowing colours repreſents, the de-. 
1 ſtruQtion of the Enemies of Judah, the Philiſtines, 
i Moab, Ammon, Ethiopia, and Aﬀyria, The 
Ii * third, a heavy woe and very ſevere reproof to Je- 
bl ruſalem, and both Chapters abound with Figures 
il highly elegant and ſublime. TOs 
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1 | T H 1 S Prophet was the firſt who was ſent to | 

2 = Jeruſalem, after the return of the Jews 
= from their Captivity in Babylon, and the tenth 
, among the Lefler Prophets. 


= | + 3494- 
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* Haggai was born in Babylon, the Prophet was 
ſent from thence to Jeruſalem, and his principal 
commiſſion related to the Temple. As ſoon as he 
arrived, he waited upon the Governor and High 
Prieſt, and he addreſſed himſelf to all the people 
reſpetting it. The Building had been fixteen . 
years begun, but it had long heen put a total 
ſtop to, by the expreſs orders of Camby ſes, a Son 
of Cyrus, who had obtained the Government un- 
der the title of Viceroy. 


With the preateſt earneſtneſs and zeal, the 


Prophet ftirred up both Magiſtrates and People, 


to ſet about the work with diligence and afſidui- 
ty; on his preſſing ſolicitations, and urging them 
ſo unweariedly on the buſineſs, the Jews pleaded 
their extreme poverty. The Prophet reprobates 
| their excules, and ſeverely upbraids them with in- 
gratitude to God; and afterwards to encourage 
them, Haggai gave them new aſſurances and pro- 
miſes of the Divine protettion and bleffing; they 
ſhould immediately experience a wonderful in- 
_ creaſe in their cattle, in their paſturage, on their 
vines and olives, of their gold and ſilver, an in- 
creale which would henceforward always keep 
pace with their induſtry and labour. 


After this, the Prophet gocs on to give them a 
much higher encouragement ſtill; he inſpires 
them with foretelling the great and ſignal bleſſing 

Eees and 
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and glory of this their ſecond Temple; it would 
aſtoniſhingly exceed the former; for their long- 
_expetted, much wiſhed for, and ever bleſſed and 
glorious Mefliah, ſhould make his perſonal ap- 
pearance in it. And while this ſecond Temple 
ſtood, our Saviour attually did appear; he was 
preſented in it by his parents; acknowledged 
publickly by Simeon and Anna; afterwards he 
taught therein, and by his gracious Preſence, 
filled that Houſe with Glory ; with the Glory of 
God, manifeſted in the moſt illuſtrious Miracles ; 
with the glorious tidings of Salvation, of Grace, 
of Righteouſneſs, and Truth. The work went on - 
_ now rapidly and cheerfully, under the watchful 
eye and daily attendance of the GEE Haggai 
_ and Zechariah, 


Some envious and very powerful opponents. 
| had ſet themſelves againſt this buſineſs, and they 
forwarded an embaſly to Perſia, preſented a Peti- 
tion and Addreſs to Darius, at Shuſhan, re- 
queſting him to lay new prohibitions, and uſe his 
royal authority to put a ſtop to all further pro- 
oreſs in the building. Inftead of granting their 
Petition, Darius ſent back by the Ambaſſadors, a 
confirmation and enlargement of their Charters, 
and of all the privileges which had been granted 
. them by Cyrus; and the King annexed to them 
heavy penalties, on all and every one, who ſhould 

iN 
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in future be accuſed and convitted of giving any 
hindrance whatever to the finiſhing of the Tem- 
ple. In four years time, the whole Building was 
_ completed, and the folemn Feaſt of Dedication 
was at that time celebrated in it. 


The Prophet Haggai cloſes his Prophcties, 
with many prediCtions which refer to Wars and 
Seditions among the Gentile. Nations, tending to 
the overthrow of the enemies of the Jews. He 

died in Jeruſalem, and as he was of the Sacerdotal 
race, they interred him in a ſelect ground, which 
| had been alloited as a burial place to the Prieſts, - 


ZECHAREA H. 


HIS Prophet was the ſon of Barachiah, 

of the Sacerdotal race, the grandſon of 
Iddo, and the eleventh among the Leſſer Pro- 
phets: He was a cotemporary with the Prophet 
Haggai, and prophefied only two months after 


| him. Zechariah was the ſecond Prophet ſent by 
God 
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God to the returned captives at Jeruſalem. He 

was commiſhoned as well as Haggai, to preſs 

upon the Jews the building of the Temple. This 
Prophet reveals exprefsly, and more fully the. 
Revolutions and Events which were now about 

to take place, even to the cloſe and final diffolu- 

tion of the Empire, their ſubzetction and F epavity 

to the Romans. 


i Among the Leſſer Prophets, Zechariah has a 
al high pre-eminence for the number, | excellence, 
and preciſeneſs of his Prophefies. In the plaineſt 
and moſt exa&t manner, he foretells the coming of 
the Meſſiah ; his rejeQion by the Jews; the wars 
and bloody perſecutions under Antiochus Epi- 
phanes ; their wars with the Romans. He pro- 
phefies the death of Chriſt; and under the em- 
blem of a ſhepherd, repreſents his ſheep as ſcat- 
\ | tered. He next foretells the annulling of the 
Law of Moſes, and the new Covenant of Grace 
inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt; particularizes our Sa- 


F viour's lowly entrance into Jeruſalem upon an 
| aſs, and upon a colt, the foal of an aſs; and the 
| EY. thirty pieces of filver, the price paid-to Judas If- 
: cariot; allo the Siege of Babylon by Darius; and 
4 ' It was on this very Prophely, thoſe Jews, who 
; | | had continued in Babylon, availing themſelves of 


this information, took timely warning, and quit- 


a TY v 
ted the city before the combined armies had ſur- 
rounded it. 


The Prophet Zephaniah expatiates on the glo- 
_ rious Spread of Chriſtianity, by the admiſſion and 
converſion of the Gentiles. He foretells the per- 
ſecutions and ſufferings of the Chriſtians, and 
' names the puniſhment their perſecutors would in- 
fallibly bring upon themſelves. 


Together with the Revolutions and Changes of 
the Jewiſh Empire, many of theſe Propheſies 
' have a reference to the Empires of Perſia, Greece 
and Rome. ns ws 

The twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth Chap- 
_ ters, conſtitute one fingle diſtinet Propheſy re- 
 ſpetting the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. They inform 

you of ſome {ignal victories over the enemies 

of Jeruſalem; of the reſtoration and conver- 
hon of the Jews; of theii bitter remorſe and 
 compunttion for having pierced the Meſſiah; 
their admiſſhon by baptiſm into the privi- 
leges of the Goſpel Covenant ; and of their 
deliverance from falſe Prophets; the diſper- 
fion of Chriſt's Diſciples; and preſervation of a 
ſmall remainder ; the deſtruftion of Jeruſalem by 
the Romans; the final triumph and glorious 
eſtabliſhment of the Kingdom of Chriſt; all 

' theſe the Prophet particularizes with great 
clearneſs, his ſtyle is plaintive and it is ſaid by 
BD, Fo the 
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(00) 
the Jews, the ſpirit of the Prophet Jeremiah had 
paſſed on Zechariah. Throughout the Propheſies 

of this book there 18s a pleaſing tranſition from one 
to another, a happy union and blending of preſent 
with future ſcenes, a regularity and wiſe conneftion 


: peculiar to the writings of this Prophet. 


Pike name fignifies an Angel. The Prophet 
Malachi appeared in the latter part of the 
life-time of the Prophets Haggai and Zechariah, 


when Nehemiah was Governor, and ſo piouſly 


and uſefully employed himſelf 1 in re-building the 


walls of Jeruſalem. 


Malachi was the laſt Prophet ſent to the ke 
all Propheſy now ceaſed ; Malachi is therefore 
expreſsly called, the Seal of Propheſy; a wiſe 
appointment this, of the providence of God in 
order more conſpicuouſly to diſplay the coming 


of the Meſſiah, the bleſſing all were looking up 


tO 
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to with earneſt expeRation, This happy event the 
Prophet moſt expreſsly  foretels, he deſcribes the. 
perſon of John the Baptiſt, his forerunner and 
meſſenger, preparing the way for the Meſſiah, 
_ diſpoſing the minds of the People to receive 
him, and after that, his appearance ; his office ; 


his dignity and many lignal features | of his 
life. 


At this time the Temple was built, and although 
ſo very lately. completed, its ſervices were al- 
ready abuſed and ſhamefully negleaed. The 
Prophet Malachi ſeverely reproves them for their | 
profanation of it. He informs them of the 
cbange, which would take place in the law, at the 
appearance of the Meſſiah, the great Prophet 
himſelf; and he-direted and inſftruted all his 
countrymen to expe& no other Prophet, before 

| he himſelf ſhould come, except John the Bap- 
tiſt, his immediate forerunner, a Prophet honor- 


ed and ſignally diſtinguiſhed by our Saviour, even 
as more than a Prophet. 


Though the Prophet Malachi followed ſo doſe 
after the other Prophets, even in the life-time 
of Haggai and Zechariah, impiety and vice had 
made a lad progrels ; both Prieſts and People 
were guilty of ſhameful and molt enormous 

Vor., II. WES £7 crimes, 
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crimes, Sabbath-breaking, Adultery, caſting off 
the Law, or what was even worſe, a wreſting it 
to their ſinful praRtices; denying God's Provi- 
dence, and abandoning his worſhip. On a re- 


view of ſuch conduQa and impiety, the wiſdom 


and ſuitableneſs of the Prophet's mode of re- 
claiming and reproving them, is peculiarly ſeen. 


He firſt impreſſes on their minds the coming of 


the Meſſiah; and then deſcribes his employment 
under the emblem of a Refiner or Purifier, 
© He ſhall appear as a Refiner's fire, and like 
« Fuller's Soap. He ſhall fit as a Purifier of fi]- 


* yer.” And his Argument, and way of reaſon- 
ing with the Prieſts, is afteQtionately. influential 


and elegant, * A Son honoreth his Father, and 


«* a Servant his Maſter ; if then I be a Father, 
 & where is mine honour ! ? and if I bea Maſter, 


«« where is my four? ?” ſaith the Lord of 


Hoſts. 


The Prophefies and Preaching of Malachi, are 


direfted to reQtify all ſuch vile abuſes, which had 


diſgraced the Jewiſh Worſhip, and crept into the 
Commonwealth; and many of the crimes and 


_ enormities ſo zealouſly and ſeverely reproved, 


were afterwards very much reformed by Nehe- 
miah, on his return the laſt time from the court of 


' Perſia, when he prevented the Tyrians from traf- 


ficking on the Sabbath, by ſhutting up the City 
Gates 


= ( 493 ) 

"Gates from ſun-ſet on Friday, until the Sabbath 
was over, and this wiſeGovernor ſeverely reprov- 
ed the Magiſtrates for neglet of duty, and ſtre= 
nuoufly enforced the obſervance of the Laws 
throughout the Kingdom, 
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BY WAY OF 


CONCLUSION. 


by 


FTHE firſt volume ever wrote opens with the 
- Formation of a World. The revolution of 
the earth on its own axis—The firſt day, and the 
firſt night. © And God aid, let their be light 
= © and there was light.” The Sun's Majeſty and 
-burkk of glory on its entrance, its meridian luſtre, 
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( 495 ) 
and the ſerene and milder beauties of the Moon. 
The elevation of the air, and. its ſuſpenſion, 
conſtituting an atmoſphere. The luxuriancy 
and elegance with which the earth was cloath- 
ed. The. introduftion of birds and beaſts; 
and laſt of all, of a rational being into it. And 
Man walked forth, Vicegerent of the Almighty, 
as its Governor and Lord. Adam receives his 
| benediction from God, and the Heavenly Hoſt 
fivod gazing with wonder at this new accefſion to 
Creation, The Social alliance now formed for 
Adain. his burſt of joy, his happy Marriage, and 
Adam declared her the dear Companion of his 
life. Seven years they reigned in Paradiſe, and 
you read here of the daily duties and employ- 
ments allotted them. Then follows their Diſobe- 
| dience their awful Summons, Trial, Sentence an-. 
nounced, their Puniſhment, expulſion from all 


the happy interviews and preſence ot their God, 
and from the Garden of Eden. 


| The Hiſtory ſoon relates the progreſs of vice. 
and impiety. 


Two young men, brothers, the one virtuous, 
the other wicked—Cain murders his Brother tor 
his piety, and the murderer is permitted to live. 


A demonſtration, and perhaps the firit prool of a 
_ tuture ſtate. | 
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From the Scriptures we learn, the Birth and 
commencement of early Ages; Mankind in infan= 
cy ; Societies yet forming; Men in tents, and 
ſcattered tribes; Order and Civilization in their 
rude beginnings; the invention of Arts and Sci- 
ences ; the literary charaQter of Enoch, his piety 
and diſtinguiſhed reward, modeſtly and ſo ſimply 
related by his Hiltorian: 


a Enoch walked with God, and he was not. E 


| Then follows the rapid Torrent and amazing 
Overflow of vice and i impiety, of error, ſuperſti- 
tion, and idolatry, abominations produftive of 


utter. deſtruQtion, the total extirpation of a 
world, Noah only excepted. . Noah alone found 


favour with God, and was miraculouſly preſerved 


! 


with his family. 


The Story of ABRAHAm, a lineal deſcendant, 
called a grandſon of Noah's, the Heir of a new 
world, and the Friend of God, is wonderfully in- 
tereſting; and the - Scriptures now tell us, God 
choſe his children, the children of Iſrael his ſon, 
as he: had promiſed Abraham, to be his peculiar | 


people; that he miraculouſly reſcued them from 


ſlavery and bondage under Pharaoh, King of 


Egypt; and to give an aſtoniſhing proof of his 


patronage and power, he deſignedly led them out 


by the way of the Red Sea, opened a paſſage for 


his People in the deep, leading them through as 
bo on 


( 497 
on dry land to the Wilderneſs of Etham, and 
drowning an Egyptian Prince, and his mighty 
Hoſt purſuing them. 

By a mixture of tenderneſs and ſeverity, how he 
trained them up near forty years, wanderers in the 
Wilderneſs, feeding and cloathing, inſtruting and 
reproving them, and at laſt condufting them ſafe- 
ly to the Banks of Jordan, where he again open- 
ed a paſlage of no leſs than fifteen miles in width, 
for them and their cattle, and put them into the 
quiet polleſſion of a moſt fruitful and DS, ona | 
country. 

It records the many wonders God had wrought 
for their preſervation, and his choice of Moſes, 
his awful interview, eleQion and eſtabliſhment, 

| together with the wiſe precepts God was pleaſed 
to deliver his people by that divine Lawgiver. A 
Code of Laws, civil and religious, which were 
ever after the ſtanding municipal Laws of the T- 
raelites, by which they were governed, and ne- 
Cceſlarily ſeparated from every other Nation and 
Kingdom. 

The Scriptures informs us God was bin their 
Judge, Lawgiver and King, and the High-Prieft 
his Miniſter. He formed their Polity and was 
himſelf their Commarder. He iſſued out his 
| orders and rules of war. He led their Armies, 
He fought their battles, The Lord of their. 

bY - Hoſts, 
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_ Hoſts. The God of the Armies of tradi. He 
gave them evident ſigns of his Preſence in the 
Tabernacle and. Temple, anſwering them when 
they conſulted him; making them proſperous, 
when they ſerved him; corre&ing them by tem-_ 

poral calamities, when they forſook him; and 
receiving them into his favour and proteQion on 
repentance and amendment. 


For the Space of four hundred years God thus . 
ſignally preſided over Iſrael, of all Governments 
by far the happieſt and moſt enviable. As a 
further demonſtration of his wiſdom and power, 
God then raiſed up a regular ſucceſſion of Pro- 
phets, in number forty-ſeven and ſix Propheteſles. 
* 'This light ſhining in a dark place,” continued 
a thouſand years. The lives of the Prophets, 
their charaQers, miniſtry and prediftions form a 
| curious, intereſting, bighly awful and inftruc- 
tive part of the Jewiſh Hiſtory; drawing away 
the veil from futurity ; with precifion record- 
ing the Tranſaftions of ages yet unborn; mi- 
nutely and clearly holding up to view Events in 
the boſom of futurity ; ſpeaking of them as now 
preſent and tranſafting ; repreſenting events at a 
diſtance with ſuch certainty, as if they had been 
eye-witnefſes to their aQtual accompliſhment, 
Thus their | meſſages were often tremendous 
and awful, as well as conſolatory, warning, 
As threatening, 


( 499 ) 
threatening, intruQing and exhorting all, The 
Prophets were God-like and exalted charaQterss 


conſulted upon all emergencies, the venerable _ 
and acknowledged oracles of their Country, 


The Hebrew Republic 13 almoſt one continued 
record of Prophely. Centuries before their 
' birth, God calling forth by name the Diſpenſers 
of his Mercies, or the future [nſtrymems of his 
Vengeance. 


The firſt CPPEcY and be firſt Jewiſh Chick, 
inveſted with ſupreme authority, was Mosss, a 
Man greatly honoured and revered, whom God 
knew face to face, a Divine Lawgiver, inſpired 
with patriotic zeal, and the FP ardent love for 
| his People. 5 
Moszs was born in the year of the world two 


thouſand four hundred and thirty-two, and died = 


at the age of one hundred and twenty. Under 
the title of Head Leader and Chief, Mosss 
_ reigned over lirael forty years. 


At the appointment of .God, Josnva was by 
{found of trumpet proclaimed throughout the 
camp, his ſucceſſor. Joſhua entered Canaan, 
 yaliantly fought many famous batiles; ſubdued 
the Canaanites. At the gxterminating {word of 
| Joſhua, the inhabitants fled; in about fix years, 
be acquired poſleſſion of their towns, fortified Ci- 
_ Yor. II, Gg8g | xiey 
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( 410 )) 
ties, and much of the country, and divided it 
among the twelve Tribes by lot. 
Joſhua maintained his Dignity, Head, Leader, 


and Chief over l1fſrael, five and twenty years, and 
died at the age of one hundred and ten, 


' Aﬀter the death of Joſhua, each Tribe clefted 


| its own General, and they were governed - by 


their Elders; but ſome eminent charatters, 
Champions and Deliverers of Iſrael, God from 


time to time raiſed up, and they were inveſted 


with the authority under the title of Judges. 

_ The Jupcts were extraordinary Magiſtrates, 
they fat as Preſident in the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, 
were General Officers in the field, announced the 
Law, and regulated Divine Worſhip. A Succeſ- 
fion of Fourteen maintained the dignity two hun- 


dred and fifty years; but at different periods, 


more than a hundred years of ſervitude and bon- 
dage intervened, the Iſraelites being repeatedly 


_ conquered by the Philiſtines, became tributary to 


them, and to the five other neighbouring Nations 
around them. 


Samuel, the Prophet, was the laſt Judge of 


Iſrael. After Samuel had, with true dignity and 


pious zeal, unweariedly governed his People 
twenty years, reſcued them from ſlavery, and 
advanced them to honour and reſpeRability, the 

"__ 


( 42 ) 
Rulers and Magiſtrates, the Heads and Elders 
tumultuouſly aſſembled, and having in view the 
many lucrative titles, honours, poſts, and Jlux- 
uries of a Court, demanded of Samuel to ele@ 
them a King. The Prophet's affetionate Speech 
and wiſe Remonſtrance being rejeted, at the 
appointment of God, Saul, the Son of Kiſh, a 
Benjamite, a tall and very beautiful youth, was 
anointed by Samuel, King over Iſrael. Saur 
was a- brave and gallant Officer, and David cele- 
brates him for his warlike proweſs, and many fig- 
nal viftories; but ambition and jealouſy ſorely 
diſgraced his charatter, and ſtained it with many 
odious blemiſhes. Afﬀter a total defeat and moſt. 
bloody ſlaughter, in a confli& with the Philiſtines, 
Saul, together with three of his brave Sons, Jo- 


nathan, Aminadab, and Malchi-ſhua died glori- 


ouſly fighting for their country. The Philiſtines, 
as an honourable trophy, hung up their armour 
in the houſe of Aſhtaroth, and expoſed their 
mangled bodies on the walls of Beth-ſhan, | | 


The Death of Saul opened for David a fair and 
very natural road to the Throne of [rael. 


"ven. wh proclaimed at Hebron, then the 


- capital of Judah, and the two Tribes of Judah and 


| Benjamin all came and paid him homage. At 
the fame time, Iſhboſheth, a Son of Saul's, was 
Gags proclaimed 
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proclaimed at Mebanatm, by Abner, his Father's , 
Commander i in Chief; | 


"The Kingdom of Iſrael remained thus aivided 
ſeven years; 1ſhboſheth was then murdered by 


Baanah and Rechab, the two Captains of bis 


guard, in whom he placed his greateſt confidence, 
and his head was brought by them to Hebrop, 


_ and preſented to David. —* My Lord, O King, 


« behold the bead of Tihboſheth, the Son of Saul, 
© thine enemy! | The Lord hath avenged my Lord 


6 Mme King, this day, of Saul, and of his ſeed. 


' On this event, the twelve tribes alabied. 
took the oath of a: legiance to David, and anoint= 


ed him King over all lirael. 


David reigned forty years, and ſull of days, 


riches, and honours, this highly-favoured 


Prince, a Prophet and King ot Iſrael, died at the 


age of ſeventy, A few days before his death, the 
| good bld King blew the trumpets, ahd convened 
a general meeting of all his people, their Elders 
and Heads, his Nobles, Officers of State, toge- 


ther with the Pricſts and Levites, and with royal 


munificence, ordered a thouſand bullocks to be 


added to the daily ſacrifice, and feaſted all his 
People: At this convention, Solomon his Son 
was ſeated on the "Throne of Iſrael, and the Go- 
verument was fo wiſcly planned, and ſo ſecurely 


_ eſtabliſhed, 


(- 419 ) 


eſtabliſhed, as to produce forty years uninters 
rupted proſperity and Peace. 


SororoN was at the age of elghtoen, when he 
aſcended the "Throne of his Father; and this 
young Prince, ſoon after, exhibited all the Magni. 
ficence and glory of ſlublunary greatneſs, amia. 
ble, wiſe and good, divinely educated by a Pro- 
. phet, and having witnefſed all his life, the pious 
Adminiſtration and good Government of the 
King, and the regular and devout exerciſes of a_ 
1cligious Court, he ſhone the wiſeſt, grandeſt, 
and moſt powerful Monarch of the Eaſt, as well as. 
the richeſt and moſt exalted. | 


Solomon died at the age of kfry-<lght and at 
though he had a thouſand wives and concubines, 
Solomon left only one Son, REHOBOAM, and he 
at the age of forty. 


Afr Solomon's death, Rehoboam aſſembled 
all his people, but a Revolution at this time took 
_ place. Ten of the twelve Tribes eleted ]ero- 
boam, a ſpirited, brave, and gallant Officer, who 
had been long watching a favourable opportunity 


to gratiſy an Ambition, the. Prophet Ahyah had 
once fo unexpettedly raiſed. 


Rehoboam was tyled ps of Judah, and ſe- 
roboam aſlumed the title of King of Iſrael, 
Throughout the Jewiſh Hiſtory, the two King- 
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doms remained thus divided; and there are res 


_ corded the reigns of twenty ſucceſſive Kings over 
| Judah, and nineteen who reigned over Iſrael. 


Hos#t 4 was the laſt King who fat on the If-_ 
raclitiſh Throne; and in the ninth year of the 
reign of Hoſhea, and in the year of the world 
three thouſand two hundred and eighty-three, 


King and People were carried away captive ; Sa- 


maria, the capital, laid in rubbiſh; the whole 


eountry laid waſte; the inhabitants widely dif- 


perſed; many of them were drove to the deſolate 


frontiers of Halah and Habor, and ſome to Nine- 


veh and Medea, Thus forlorn and widely ſcat- 
tered, the Iſraelites, in a foreign land, among 
Tyrants and Strangers, were condemned to end_ 
their days in obſcurity and bondage. 


The Court of Aﬀyria was now removed to Ba- 


| bylon, and Nebuchadnezzar, uniting together 
_ the inhabitants of ſuch nations as he had con- 


quered, a ftrange medley of Religions and Peo- 
ple, he gave them Samaria, and all the cities 
of iGad where the ten Tribes had dwelt; and 


he brought them from Babylon, from Cuthah, and 


Ava, from Hamath and Sepharvahim. As to 
the ractites, after their diſperſion and captivity, 
their very name was loſt, 


Iſrael 
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' Uſrael had ſtood a ſeparate Kingdom from Ju- 
dah-two hundred and fifty-ſix years; and one 
hundred and thirty years after, the Kingdom of 
Judah alſo ended as a Monarchy, with the ſeven- 
ity years captivity in Babylon,-in the year of the 
_ world three thouſand four hundred and thirteen. 
After a cloſe ſiege of two years and a half, at 
_ which time the Scarcity had produced both.a Fa- 
mine and a Peſtilence in the city, Nebuchadnez- 
 zar ſtormed and at length made a breach jn this 

almoſt inpregnable Fort, this ſtrong Hold | of 

Sion, entered Jeruſalem with his army, ſacked and 

plundered the Temple, the royal Palaces, the 
Treaſury, the Palaces of all the Nobles, and the. 
whole City; after which he burned them all to 
the ground, laid waſte the country, drove out all 
its wretched inhabitants, and by far the greater 
part he led away captive to Babylon. 


| At the end of ſeventy years, and in the firſt 
year of the reign of Cyrus, the Prophet Daniel, 
Privy Counſellor and Lord Chamberlain in the 
' Court of Perſia, preſented a Petition to the King, 
-and laid before his Majelty all the Propheſies re- 
: ſpeing 'the captive Jews. Cyrus was that ami- 
able' Prince who had been prophelied of, by 
' name, two hundred years before his birth, and he 
had lately added to his conqueſts Babylon, the 
proudeſt city in the univerſe, ſlain. Belſhazzer, 
— the 
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the reigning King; and put an end to the Aﬀy- 


_rian empire. The Prince readily liſtened to the 
repreſentation of Daniel, whoſe many virtues bad 


now adyanced him to the higheſt honours, and 
be ifſued out a royal Edi throughout Babylon, 
in favour of all the Jews, granting to as many as 


_ choſe, free liberty of returning: home; to take 


poſlefhon of their former eſtates, and rebuild 


their City and Temple. The King made them a 
royal preſent, a libexal ſupply of neceffaries, and 


all the magnificent veſſels belonging to their for- 


mer Temple, which had been brought away from 
_ Jeruſalem. Judza had already Jain deſolate and 


fallow two and fifty years; and many of thoſe 


| Jews who accepted his Majeſty's offer, and re- 


turned back, buſlily employed themſelves in leek- 
ing out their family eſtates, fencing their grounds, 


_ cultivating their lands, and rebuilding their | 
houſes. Zerubbabel, a Prince of the blood 
| royal, Jeſhua the High Prieſt, ſome few of the 


Heads and Elders, a numerous body of Prieſts 


| and Levites, proceeded on to Mount Moriah, and 


witneſſed the ſad ruins of both City and Temple. 
They here formed a Council, and conſulted on 


the beſt meaſures for putting in execution the 


Commiſſion they had brought from Perſia, and 


ſettling an eſtabliſhment of the Jeviſh phates, both 


an Church, and Frate. | 
; A lite 


CY Y 
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\ A little more than ſeventy years after their re- 


turn; as anarchy and much diftraQtion' prevailed 
amongſt all ranks and orders of people, and their 


Religian-totally neglected, -in ſo much, that even 


the ſervice of the Temple had long been laid 
aſide, Ezra, a learned Jew, of the houſe of 


Aaron, obtained an appointment from the Court 
of Perſia, and he ſet out from Babylon, accom- 


panied by a ſmaller body of his countrymen, and 
the new Viceroy and his party arrived ſafe at Je- 


rufalem. ww | 5-0 M.. 


| Ezra was RS to hs Gareanat. an af. 


ſembly. of the Heads and Elders were convened, 
before which his credentials were opened, and 
Ezra formally inveſted with his dignity, his .new 
powers, and authority. This pious and. good 


man governed them under Perſia thirteen. years; 
| but notwithſtanding his amiable example, . and 


| zcalous endeavours to promote religious. order 
and. ſubordination, riot, diſcord and confuſion 


prevaited throughout Judea, and the city walls 


were as vet in ruins; upon which Nehemiah, by 
the inſluence of Queen Eſther, was ſent from 
*Shufſhan, with exyrel3 orders to rebuild them, 
-and he brought with him a freſh . LONG, 
Which WAS the third from the Court of- Perha, 


57 true patriotiſm and  unafteted humility, 


Vor. II. H hh Ezra 


3p © 8 the -eliablithment of the new *Vieeros, 
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Ezra accepted of a ſubordinate lation. He now 
buſied himſelf in colleQting copies of the Sacred 
Canon, and ever afterwards ſat as Prefident in 
the Sanhedrim, the Grand Council of the ems 


Nation. oy 


The new Governor unweariedly employed 


| himſelf in carrying on the Reform both of 
| Church and State, with zeal and carneſineſs, | 


correRiing the many diſorders and abuſes which 


' had crept into both. With diligence and won- 
derful alacrity, this patriotic and difintereſted 


Stateſman ſtrenuoufly exerted himſelf in re- 


| building the city walls. For this purpoſe, be 
engaged a great” number of workmen, preſided 


over them all day himſelf, and in two and fifty 


_ days, Nehemiah repaired and fortified them all 
- found the city. With the moſt ſpirited liberality, 
he prefided over the Jews twelve years, and. 
- during his whole Viceroyſhip, he levied no Tax, 


exaQted no Tribute, kept a princely table, a train 
of ſervants and ſplendid equipages, all at his own 


SXPENESs: 


| Nehemiah was the taft Governor ſent from the 


| Court of Perſia. Aﬀter his return to Shufhan, 


Judza was added to the PrefeQure of Syria, and 
| the Jews became ſubjeAts to the reigning mon 
narchg of that Empire, The High Prieft, for the | 
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_ kime being, was veſted with the ſupreme aurho- 

_ "rity of | Church and State. His Powers and 
- Commiſſion were granted him from Syria, arid | 

the Jews now paid A "Youry Une” to that 

News get "Yo Es $ DD 


Judza was ſituate 24 between Tame and Syria, 
and the Jews became, at different times, tribu- 
- taries, and under ſubje&ion to both. Ptolemy, 
' King of Egypt,- marched a powerful army into 
 Judza; he made himſelf Maſter of | Jeruſalem, 
' and led away captive one hundred. thouſand 
Jews. - Judza remained in bondage to Egypt 
live years, at which time Syria recovered her So- 
vereignty. Antiochus, the ' King, impoſed on 
| them a yearly tax, but he contented himſelf with 
' this token of ſubmiſſion, and as long as this 
Prince lived, he ever afterwards granted the Jews 


many favours, and alts of marr and friend- 


ſhip. ts bg we ; 
Art this period, Judea ccipivend much of its 
| Tplendor and proſperity, enjoyed a profound 
| peace, and preſerved a ftria adherence to her Re- 
1 "ING and Laws. . | 


* Antiochus was ſucceeded in his Government 
Sh his ſon Seleucus ; and at the death of Seleu- 
© Eus, Antiochus Epiphanes aſcended the Throne 
4 pan Diſappointed on finding his Coffers 

Hh h __ and 
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and Treaſury quite empty, and his country ſadly. 
impoveriſhed and exbauſted, this young Prince 
was involved in many difficulties. - Jaſon, a bro- 
| ther of the High Prieſt, availed himſelf of the ne- 

ceſlities of Syria; he repaired to Antioch, ob- 


tained an audience, and made his Majeſty an of- 


fer of three hundred talents for the High- Prieſt- 
| hood and Government of Judza. Antiochus ac- 


cepted: his offer, dire&cd his Secretary to make 


_ out his Commiſſion; and -Jaſon-returned with full 
powers to Jeruſalem. QOmias, their preſent. 
High-Prieſt, an amiable and worthy Prince, who 
| had religiouſly executed the Holy FunQion, and | 
maintained the Government - four- and "twenty 
years, was depoſed, and. even baniſhed the coun- 


try, on purpoſe to make room for Jaſon. Fhree 


' years after this, Menelaus, another brother of 
the High-Prieſt, when he was ſent to the Court 


of Syria, to pay the yearly tribute, Menelaus 
treacherouſly treated with the King for . the 
Prieſthood and Government of Tudza, and offer- 
ed Antiochus three hundred talents more than 


had been given him by Jaſon. The Syrian 
Prince made no ſcruple whatever of cloſing in_ 


with this new propoſal alſo; he called again for his 
Secretary, and ordered him to draw out a freſh. 
commiſſion for Menelaus ; with which he return- 
_edto Jeruſalem, ſummoned a Council, and open- 
bs CN Woh "eg 
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ed before them his credentials and new | authori- 
ties from Syria. eIP49 4 1 
"Aided by his Party, -MGigus afford the 
"Reins of Government, andthe dignity of the 
High-Prieſthood ; but by every means and art he 
could deviſe, by fines and taxes, melting down 
his own plate, and much of the Publick's, toge- 
ther with ſome of the ſacred veſſels belonging to | 
the Temple, Menelaus was not able to. raiſe the 
Purchaſe-money, he by ſolemn oath. had pro- 
miſled Syria. On this demur, all was riot and 
confuſion in the city. Jaſon,- ever watchful, 
availed himſelf of the moment, with a bold and 
reſolute band of his | enraged and diſappointed 
| Party, he- fled in haſte to Jeruſalem; by friends 
and bribes, Jaſon gained admittance at the city 
gates, and drove Menelaus and his Courtiers, 
and-all 'his guards, into the Citadel, butchering 
all and every one who oppoſed them. While 
ſword in hand, Jaſon and his deſperate men were 
reſolutely fighting their way, and bravely ſtanding 
their ground, Antiochus marched a powerful ar- 
my into Judza, and approached Jeruſalem. In 
the midſt of his triumph, Jaſon, with his bold and 
' riotous party, were compelled to fly for their 
lives, and they baſtily quitted the country, toge- 
ther with every ſanguine , hope of Royalty and 
Re-eſtabliſhment. The Magiſtrates terrified and 
alarmed' as the Syrians approached, at firſt ſhut 
| Ez up 
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up'the eity gates; Antiochus battered thou: down, 
ſtormed Jeruſalem, and marched his army 


through the high ſtreets to the Citade], ſavagely 
butchering in his way noleſs than forty thouſand 


Jews. The King commanded Menelaus, the 
High Prieſt, to follow hin; and then, encom- 
paſſed by his guard and genera} Offcers, he en- 


tered the Temple, and (what a pious Jew ſhud- 


dered at) even the Holy of Holies: In ſacrile- 


gious and wanton impiety, he thus blaſphemed_ 


and violated the Jewiſh Laws ; and to add to his 
cruelty, Antiochus ordered in a Hog, ſcattered 
its blood over all the Temple, and laid the . car. 


Caſe on the brazen Altar of Burat-offerings. 


With ſuch abominations, he polluted the Santtu- 


ary, and aboliſhed its ſervices. The King. car- | 
| ried off the golden Altar of Incenſe, the Shew- 
bread Table, the Ygolden Candleſtick, veſſels, 
utenſils, and donatives, to the value of eighteen 
| Hundred talents of gold, and brought them all to 


Antioch, together with the rich ſpoils, and all the 


plunder of Judza and Jeruſalem. 


On his return home the Syrian Prince Iſſued 


_ out his Royal Ed @, forbidding, throughout his 
- Dominions, all Religious Worſhip whatever, ex- 
cept the Idolatrous Worſhip, to the Heathen God, 
he had himſelf fet up. The King's Edi& ex- 
| tended to Judza, and was obviouſly levelled 


againſt 
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againſt the Jews. All Worſhip io the God of 
Lrael ceaſed. The Temple was polluted with 
human blood, and the filthiet Abominations ; 
their Sabbaths forbid; their Faſts and Feaſts 
profaned ; their Law aboliſhed; and the obſcr- 


vance. of a Jewiſh right puniſhed with death. 


Amiochus cauſed the Statue of Jupiter to be ſet 
up, on the Brazen Altar of Burm-Offerings, and 
Idols were publickly worſhipped in their Syna- 
gogues. The pious Jew, reverencing his own 
Laws, and zealouſly attached to his Religion, 
grew riotous and diſtracted, a general maſſacre 
foon took. place, and ſuch of them as were happy 
_ enough to eſcape alive, hid themſelves in Ca- 


verns and Holds among the craggy Rocks, ſe- 


creted what little property they could, and lived 
here, on roots and wild herbs, to avoid Death, or 


| (what they thought a ftill greater evil) Apoſtacy. 


Hiſtorians, ſacred and profane, faithfully re- 


cord, that during theſe perſecutions, and for. 


2 forty days, Judza was ſuffering under terrifying 
-and alarming Appearances in the Sky ; tremen=- 
_-dous I.ights, reſembling Warriors in Armour ; 


fierce Conflitts ; Armies in Battle Array ; Claſh- 
ing of Swords, Lances and Shields; Martial 


Clangors ; the Horrors and the Din-of War. © 
ln preſence of this bloody Prince, and to 


Utiate is revenge, at the age of ninety, good 
Elcazar | 
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. Eleazar, a venerable Prieſt, was led forth to the 
| butchering Scaffold, and after the. moſt ſhame- 
ful and lawleſs inſult, in open defiance of hu- 
manity, ſuffered all the tortures of Martyrdom. 
And the Seven Brothers inſpired with holy ar- 
 dour and religious zeal, together with. their He- 
roic Mother, mangled and bleeding, exhibited 
each, Aa new and ghaſtly ſcene of horror, tragi- 
cally to feaſt the ſavage F ury and om the 
belliſh Madneſs of the Tyrant. 0 $4 


| Diſgraced and thus polluted, Jerufalem and. 
the Temple was deſerted four years; but at 
length, from theſe ſad ſcenes of Idolatry, blood. 
ſhed and diſtraftion, a Family of great piety, 
bravery, and zeal for God, reſcued them, Mat- 
tathias, the Father, and his virtuous and inſpj.. 
rited Sons, with undaunted courage and intrepi. 
dity, hazarded their lives in the glorious Oppo- 
ſition, and juſt 'at the moment of declaring it, 
ſeeing a Jew preſenting himſelf at the Heathen 
Altar and worſhipping an Idol, Mattathias ran 
-up to the Apoſtate and ſlew him ; his brave Sons 
now fired with the ſame ſpirit, inſtantly ſtabbed 
| the Officer and his Guard of Syrian Soldiers, 
«overthrew the Altar, and felled the Image to. the 
ground. Mattathias and his Family, and all ſuch 
who dared to join him, fled away to.the Moun- 
_ tains, there formed a Community, and enliſted a 


little Army, ſpirited, reſolute, and bold. _ 
a Theſe 
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Theſe were the Aſmoneans, the virtuous and 
patriotic Reſtorers of the Jewiſh Law, their Re- 
tigion and Liberties, and the Hiſtory of them 
forms an intereſting, and reviving Period, the 
Sons were inveſted with the Dignity of the High- 
Prieſthood, and were all of them Sovereign | 


Princes, diſtinguiſhed for Piety, ROEINs 
and Valour. | 


| Theſe celebrated Heroes, | this one virtuous 
Family, together with its Deſcendants, reigned 
over the Jews one hundred and twenty-ſix years, 


and carry on the Hiſtory to the reign of Herod, 
. forty years before the birth of our Saviour. 


| Antipater, the father of Herod, bad with much 
cunning fignally diſtinguiſhed himſelf by affiſting, 
the Roman arms, and particularly that part of 
their army ſtationed in Judza. Fhe Generals, 
in all their letters to the Senate, paſſed high en- 
comiums on the Jewiſh Commander, aſcribing; 
their vittories and ſucceſs to his good condutt, 
information, and bravery; upon which Czſar in- 
veſted Antipater with the honours and privileges 
of a Roman citizen, and appointed him Lieute- 
nant and Procurator of Judza., Czlar allo ad-" 
vanced' his ſon- Hero& to the Tetrarchy of Galti- 
| lee, and added to it a polt. of high Dignity in 
Czle-Syria, and a promile of the Government of 
Judza. 


, 
_ 
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Not long after theſe honours had been con- 
ferred on Antipater and his ſon Herod, a quar- 
rel aroſe between the partiſans of Mark Antony 
and ORtavianus, which was put a final ſtop to, by 
Mark Antony's marriage with Otavia. Juſt at 
this time, Judza became a ſcene of bloodfhed 
and diſtrattion, Pacorus, Prince of Parthia, en- 


| tered into a convention with Antigonus, Lo 
younger ſon of Ariſtobulus, who was then in 


Arms, and. contending for the Jewiſh Crown. 


| Pacorus marched a powerful army into Judza, 
and encamped before Jeruſalem; the Parthian 
army was joined by Antigonus and his party. 
By bribes, treachery, and force of arms, the al- 


lied armies became Maſters of Jeruſalem. Hyr- 


| can, the High Prieſt, and Phaſael, a brother of 


Herod, they put in irons, and plundered their 


| Palaces and the Temple. Herod was at this time 


in Jeruſalem, but to avoid falling into the hands 


of the Conqueror, at dead of night, he, his Mo- 


ther, his fiſter Salome, his brother Joſeph, and 
all his family, ſtole out, and made the beſt of 


| their Way to Maflada, took pofleflion of this 
| Rtrong Hold, the moſt impregnable Fortreſs in the 
Kingdom; there he ſecured his treaſures, and 


placed his family, giving the command of it to 


| his brother Joſeph, ſupplying him with am- 
 munition and implements of war, and he left 


with 
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with him eight hundred men to defend the Caſl- 
tle; after which, Herod, together with his ſoldi- 
ery, all fled away to'Petra, the capital of Ara- 
bia. Malchus, the reigning Prince, refuſed ' af. 
| fording him either ſhelter or affiſtance; upon 
which, Herod diſmiſſed a great part of his reti- 
nue, and haſtened on with the - remainder to 
Egypt. From Rhinocorura, he proceeded to 
Pelufium, and thence to Alexandria, where he 
embarked on board a veſlel, and failed by the 
way of Rhodes and Branduſium for Rome, _ 
| Herod was graciouſly received by Mark An- 

. tony and OQavianus, and at a meeting of the Se- | 
nate, purpoſely convened, he was unanimouſly 
eletted to the Sovereignty of TJudza., Herod, 
King of Judza, between Mark Antony and Oc- 
tavianus, followed by the Tribunes, Conſuls, and 
Senators of Rome, was in royal pomp condutted 
to the Palace, and feaſted with oy elegance and 
hoſpitality. 


Herod reigned thirty-ſeven years, and died at 
the age of ſeventy, dreaded, abhorred, and del- 
piſed. He had long lain languiſhing under the 
ſtench and corroding waſte of a moſt loathſome 
_ diſeaſe, and the ſtings and far ſeverer tortures of 


deſpair. *© Senſeleſs to Pains of death, from 
** Pangs of guilt,” 


I 112 In 
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'In the latter end of the reign of derod,; the 
Angel Gabriel (who had made known to Daniel 


the preciſe time of the coming of the Meſſiah, by _ 


a determinate number of weeks) was ſent to Za- 
 Chary, a pious and upright Prieſt, of the courſe 
of Abiah; and while officiating at the altar, and 
offering up incenſe in the Temple, Gabriel in- 
formed him of the birth of a Son, and that Son 
ſhould have the diſtinguiſhed Honour of being 
the Forerunner and Harbinger of their glorious 
and long looked-for Meſſhah. Six months after, 
Gabriel was again ſent to Nazareth, with a gra- 
Cious meſlage to Mary ; | God had honoured her 
to be the happy Mother of the YAaVIour, NOW CXy 
| pefted to be born. The Angel direfted Mary 

to name the Child Jeſus. In great aſtoniſhment 
and ſurprize, Mary ſtood wondring how theſe 
_ things could be, Gabriel reaſons with her, and 
condeſcendingly reſolves her doubts and per- 
 plexities, In humble confidence, Mary grate- 
fully ſubmitted to the Will of Heaven. Before 
the Angel took his leave, he comforts her by re- 
vealing. the unexpefted hed tidings he bimſelf 
| had brought to her couſin Elizabeth; upon 
which Mary ſet out on a journey to the hilly 
£ountry, to vifit her. Yoon after her return, an 
Edi from Auguſtus Ceſar, enjoining all the 
ſybjeſts of the Roman Empire, to repair to their 
___ feyeral 
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ſeveral Cities, in order to haye their names en- 
rolled for a general: Taxation, obliged Joleph, 
_ and his eſpouſed Wife, to take a journey from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem, the City of David, to 
be enrolled there, as they were both of them of 
the Lineage of David. Thus the Emperor's De- 
-cree was ſubſervient to the accompliſhment of 
' the Prophefies reſpe&ing the Mefliah. Mary ar- 
rived at Bethlehem, and there ſhe brought forth _ 
her Son, and her defcent from the Royal Line of | 
David was publickly recognized. 


The Birth of the Meſhah was firſt invogacid to 
the Shepherds, watching their flocks; an Angel 
delivered the Meſſage, and a multitude of the 
Heavenly Hoſt were ſeen accompanying him. _ 
So aſtoniſhing was the Blaze of Light, the Shep- 
herds were ſore afraid, and the Angel kindly 
tells them, © Fear not ye, to you 1 bring glad 
«*« Tidings; unto you is born a Saviour, the long 
'* looked- for Meſſiah, Chriſt the Lord.” 

The whole Choir, in Ons Joy, all burk 
forth, 

« «© Glory to God in the higheſt, 
 *« Peace on Earth, good-will to Men.” 


A new Star, on the rehearſal of this Birth, 
day Ode, made its firſt entrance, and ſhone 
bright in the Heavens, From a far country, .it 
conducted the Wiſe Men of the Eaft, and they 


came 
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came and brought their Offerings to. Bethlehem, 
and paid Homage to the Savjour. 


Over the houſe where the young Child cad the 
Star USE hixed. 


In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 


Czſar, when Caiphas was High Prieſt at Jeruſa- 


lem, John appeared as a Prophet, and uſhered in 


the Chriſtian Ara. © The Kingdom of Heaven 


_ « jg at hand.” Until this glorious Proclamation 


by John, the Jewiſh. Oeconomy may be ſaid to 


have laſted ; and now the Min'ſtry of the Goſpel, 


| the Kingdom of the Meſhhah, to commence. 


Aﬀer the Jews had been preſerved a diſtin 
People more than fourteen hundred years, in the 
fulneſs of time, according to the exaft PrediQi- 
ons of all his Prophets, God had fulfilled his 


Promiſe, and now ſent his Son 'to them. He 


was born among them at Bethlehem, commiſſon- 
ed to make a new, a better Covenant with them, 
to the Benefits of which they ſhould be firſt in- 
 vited, and after them, uniting Jew and Gentile, 
every People of every Nation and Kindred 
throughout the Univerſe. 


During the thirtiech JuB1LEE, the laſt that 


was ever celebrated in Canaan, about twenty 
'years after the death of Herod, while the Jews 
were under bondage and in ſubjeQion to Rome, 

Pontius 


< 431 '. 
Pontius Pilate, their ' Governor, our Saviour 
made his publick entrance into Jeruſalem, and like 
a Riſing Sun, diſpelled the Mifts of Ignorance, 
and brought Life and Immortality to Light. 
He openly preached in their Synagogues ; during 
the ſpace of three years, he went about—teaching. 
as never man taught—explaining the Duties of 


Life, and enforcing his Divine Morality, by the 
moſt winning, amiable, and. condeſcending Man- 
| _ ers, the wiſeſt Precepts, and all the attractive 
Charms and Majeſty of Example. He revealed 
to his countrymen, a Religion-refined, pure, and 
ſpiritual; a ReſurreQtion from Death ; Remiſſion 
from Sin; and a Salvation never known to them 
| before. The Jewiſh Syſtem had reſpe@ to the 
narrow intereſts of the preſent Life; His opened 
to their view, the Certainty and unbounded 


Proſpetts of a Future and Eternal. 


It was during the time of this his publick Min- 
iftry, Publius Lentulus, the Preſident, is ſaid thus 
to have mentioned him. His Letters were ad-. 


dreſſed to the Roman Senate. 
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Confeript Fathers, 
" THERE appears among us @ Man. i gred! 


Virtue, named Fefus Chr: ft, the Gentiles eftcem him 
as a Prophet of Truth, but his own Diſciples call 


him: the Son of God. He raiſeth the Dead to life, 


and cureth all Manner of Difeaſes. of | Stature 


ſomewhat tall and comely ; his Hair the Colour of d 


Filbird fully ripe, curling and waved about his 


' Shoulders ; a reverent Countenance, what you would 
both love and fear ; his Look innnocent ; has Eyes 


pack ; mn reproving terrible ; in admoniſhing cour- 


tous; in ſpeaking modeſt and wiſe ; none have ever 


 feen him laugh, but many have ſeen him weep: for 
Jer Beauty he ſurpaſſes the Children of Men. 


One Deſcription and Flo more wil finiſh | 


my Eſflays, and that I take from Joſephus the 
Jewiſh Hiſtorian. ** At this time appeared Jeſus, 
« a wiſe Man, if it be lawful to call him a Man, 


& for he performed divers admirable works, the _ 


« Tnſtruftor of thoſe who willingly enquired after 


& Truth. He drew divers Jews and Greeks to 


« he his Followers. This was Chriſt, accuſed by 
«& the Princes of our Nation,- condemned by our 


« People, and puniſhed with Crucifixion, Yet 
ws they ceaſed: not to love him, who' bad once ſat 
« their 


by 
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«* their love upon him, for he appeared alive 
* again the third day, and a Nation from him 
«© took the Denomination of Chriſtians” 


Purſuing the alluſion to the Sun, the grandeſt 
 objett in our creation, permit me to extend it, by 
contemplating with you, how much more glori- 

| ous this Sun of Righteouſneſs appeared in its 

Setting! although it exhibited convulſions of 

Nature unutterably tremendous and awful; for, 

added to the horrors of the ſpeQacle, an Earth- 

quake commenced the alarm, the earth trembled 
and ſhook—the Rocks rent—the- Graves open= 
 ed—the Vail of the Temple was torn aſunder 

(probably while Caiphas, the High Prieſt, was 
| burning Incenſe behind t)—and there was dark-. 

| neſs at noon-day, a total Eclipſe, laſting three 

hours—and while the Moon was at the full.* The 

Stars of Heaven appeared, and ſo univerſal the 
darkneſs, it was over all the Earth, under the 
ſame Hemiſphere; ſo that a Heathen Philoſo- 

pher, who witneſſed it in Egypt, cried out in 

| aſtoniſhment, © Behold the Divine Being, ſuffer- 

« eth himſelf, or he ſympathizeth with one who 
« does.” Theſe were all in a ſhort time ſucceed- 
ed by ſcenes in Judea tranſcendently auguſt and 
magnificent, and they accompanied the Re- 
ſurreQion and Aſcenſion of the Son of God. 


+ THE FIFTEENTH Day or THE MonTH NISAN. 
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: Con/eriþt Fathers, | 


THERE appears among us a Man, of grett 


Virtue, named Fefus Chriſt, the Gentiles eſteem him 
as a Prophet of Truth, but his own Diſciples call 


| him the Son of God, He raifeth the Dead to- life, 


and cureth all Manner of Diſeaſes. _ Of Stature 
 ſomeuhat tall and comely ; his Hair the Colour of a 


_ Filbur@ fully ripe, curling and waved about his 
Shoulders ; a reverent Countenance, what you would 
both love' and fear ; his Look innnocent ; his Eyes 


quick ; in reproving terrible ; in admoniſhing "cour- 
teous; in ſpeaking modeſt arid wiſe ; none have ever 


feen him laugh, but many have feen him weep: for 
ger Beauty he ſurpaſſes the Children of Men. 


One Deſcription and Falogium more wid nifty 


_ my Eſlays, and that I take from Joſephus the 
Jewiſh Hiſtorian. ** At this time appeared Jeſus, 
« a wiſe Man, if it be lawful to call him a Man, 
@ for he performed divers admirable works, the _ 


* InſtruQtor of thoſe' who willingly enquired after 


« Truth. He drew divers Jews and Greeks to 
'« he his Followers. This was Chriſt, accuſed by 
& the Princes of our Nation,- condemned by our 


« People, and puniſhed with Crucifixion, Yet 
ag they ceaſed: not to love him, who' bad once ſat 
£ a their 


j * 
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© their love upon him, for he appeared alive 
* again the third day, and a Nation from him 
* took the Denomination of Chriſtians” 


Purſuing the alluſion to the Sun, the grandeſt 
 objeU in our creation, permit me to extend it, by 
contemplating with you, how much more glori- 
| ous this Sun of Righteouſneſs appeared in its 
Setting! although it exhibited convulſions of 
Nature unutterably tremendous and awful; for, 
added to the horrors of the ſpeQacle, an Earth< 
quake commenced the alarm, the earth trembled_ 
and ſhook—the Rocks rent—the- Graves open- + 
ed—the Vail of the Temple was torn aſunder 
(probably while Caiphas, the High Prieſt, was 
burning Incenſe behind it)—and there was dark= 
neſs at noon-day, a total Eclipſe, laſting three 
hours—and while the Moon was at the full.* The 
| Stars of Heaven appeared, and ſo univerſal the 
darkneſs, it was over all the Earth, under the 
ſame Hemiſphere; ſo that a Heathen Philoſo- 
pher, who witneſſed it in Egypt, cried out in 
aſtoniſhment, © Behold the Divine Being, ſuffer- 
« eth himſelf, or he ſympathizeth with one who 
« does.” Theſe were all in a ſhort time ſucceed- 
ed by ſcenes in Judea tranſcendently auguſt and 
- magnificent, and they accompanied the Re- 
ſarreQion and Aſcenſion of the Son of God. 


* THE FIFTEENTH DAY or THE MonTH NISAN. 
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- The Dead Warrant iſſued out = Crucifixios 
by the Roman State, and ſigned Wy Pontius | Pi- 
| late, was this: | 

+* Go, Officer, Nail his hands. cover face and 


* head with a hood, and hang up his vouy on the 
* Accurled Tree.” * 


"The Brow of our Lord was infultingly beſet 
with a Crown of Thorns; the Cap or Hood ſeems 


therefore to have been diſpenſed with; He could 
' now ſee his Mother and his favourite Ditciple, 
to whom, with filial affeQion, he ſo thoughtfully 
conſigned her. Had this part of the Sentence 
been literally fulfilled, we might poſſibly have loſt 
_ this tender token of filial duty, this careful pro- 
viſion, and kind alleviation of her ſorrows. 


The Jews, after his death, more and more un- 
thankful and irreligious, and having now, at. 
length, filled up the meaſure of their iniquity, b y 
To many cruel perſecutions, and this laſt tremen- | 
| dous, moſt ſad, and horrid ſcene; God ſoon 
after choſe to puniſh them, by deſtroying their | 
Polity, tearing up even with a Plough-ſhare the 
very. Cndariog of their City, and laying their 
Temple in aſhes; at. firſt, in Slavery and Capti- 
vity, and. under many diſadvantages and preJu- 


* Words of the Roman Warrant : 
I, EicTor, ColiliGa MANUus, CaAPUT oBNU- 
.BITO, ET INFALICE ARKEORE SUSPENDETO, 


dices, 


Ta 7 


*. 


dices, even till, they are widely diſperſed through 


.the habitable world, In the remoteſt parts of 


| China, and over all the Eaſt, the Jew is ſeen a 
buſy merchant, a Wanderer by profeſſion, mar- 
rying only amongſt his own Tribes, eating only. 
according to his own Law, an unfortunate Bar to 
liberal, manly, and ſocial enjoyment, to domeſtic 
conviviality, table converſation, and the agreea- 
ble intercourſes of life. Thus, in every Nation, 
Kingdom, and City, they appear as a cloud of 
vitneſles, atteſting the truth of the Old Teſta- - 
ment, and fulfilling the Propheſies. By an il- 
luſtrious at of Divine Providence, aſtoniſhingly 
u;held, diſtin, unmixed, ſurviving all their 

Conquerors, even to the preſent moment; and 
the pious Jew, yielding to a conviQtion he could 
not reſiſt, is looking forward to a brighter Period, 
when his ſcattered Tribes ſhall be re-united, and 
| his once happy country, long deſolate and for- 

lorn, ſhall again become the Scene of ſome future 
Glory ; and afreſh diſplay the Sovereignty, the 
Preſence, and the Majeſty of God. 


